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SUPREME HEADQUARTERS b VAR 4:>
ALLIED EXPIDITTONARY FORCE et VIR a0
Psychologlcal gﬁﬁfare Division : TV
Doeument Ret Nou. I.S. 280a ' q: | | 30 January 1945,

RFPORTS BY Ps/w ON' GERMAN CIVILIAN RIACTIONS
. T0 ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMENT

FOR USE TN SCRANBLED FORM

‘

The attached material may be used, in scrambled form,
in leaflets, radio and press except for words underlined and
passages 81de-11ned which are for background information only.
Don't mention names or give any indication of the source, without
special permission from Intelligence Section, PiD.

During the Rundstedt offensive German soldiers entered

terrltory where German civilians had been living under Allied

Militery Government for a perlod of many weeks, Many of these
soldlers later became Allied prisoners of war and related their
impressions of the indifferent, almost hostile, reception which the
German civilian population had accorded them, In part the
civilians were feariul because they had come back into the combat
zone and again faced the threat of evacuation. But many of them
seem simply to have been expressing their genuine approval of
Allied Military Government,

The following is a selection of quotations by Ps/¥
setting forth their version of what the German civilian population
told them., In using them for output, especial care must be taken
to ensure that they are in line with-current directives, If in
doubt or if the point is not covered, you must obtain permission
for output from your Directive Sectlon with whom the responsibility
will then lie,

P/W's unit attacked and captured the German village of
BINWINSDORE, Several civiliens there openly asked the
troops : "i/hy did you come back ? Previously we were
lueky that the war had hardly touched us, Now our
homes and our fields cre ruined.”

v/hen the Germans came through Belgian tovns and villages,
they were met by what the P/l called the natural hatred
of the populatlon.

(Feldwebel, Volksgrenadier Feld Ersatz Bn., Postal
employee from BRISL:U, age: 34. Joined SA early
~after 1933). :

The usual reaction was "Werum sind Ihr zurueckgekommen ?%
(Why have you returned ?)., He had been told by several
people that they had been very well treated and generally
content under the Americans., A miller in one village

told him in amazement that-he had been allowed by us to

run his mill as he saw fit, without interference. The
great fear now is that the SS will come in to these towns
and villages and force the remaining people to evacuate. "

(Gefreiter, )Pgnzer-Zerstoerer CO, RR vorker from DANZIG, gfif
age: 30 , U
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P/W spent a couple of dajs at KROJBACH in the TUPTN-
MALMEDY sector, The civiliens‘were not happy about
- the presence of Germen soldiers, because instead of

giving then food as the America ns did, the Germens were
compelled to take food from the.populutnouo Individual
looting, however, was not permitted. Civilians who
left their hcomes during the fighting returned to their
homes and fou nd thaet TOTENKCPF SS troops, who had passed
througih the town,had broken open their doors and looted
foodsturfs. ﬁwo*ler reason for the non-popularity of
the German soldiers is that US air attacks are now
starting again, whereas people had peace during US
occupation, : ‘

*

(Obergefreiter, Sturm Pionier Co., shipping clerk from
BERLIN, ege: 23).

Most villages re-occupied by the Germans were empty of
civilians; the few persons who remained did not complain
about American occupation. They did not expect German
troops to be able to compete against Amsrican motorized
transport and advance with their horse-drawn transport.

(Obergefreiter, Vo.ksgrenadier Regt., window-trimmer

from BRESLL 3 age: 30).,
P/W was at LA \NDSRATH in BUPEN-MALMEDY sector, after it had
been taken from the ifmericans. Civillans th no compleints
agulnst fmericans. said they behaved well and took nothing
from them, P/Vi spoke to a few girls there who had no
complaints against US soldiers either. Later P/W was
at NADRIN (BILGIUM) also previously occupied by us. :
There the young girls had evacuated with the Amnrlodnu,
Jwhen they had to retreat. -He does not know why they did.
P/J bcllev S German civilians are fou“ful of coloured US
troops.) He himeself read a story in a German. po per of &
US coloured soldier having raped a Germon woman in
occupied Germany. :

(Oberschuetze, Lmbulance-driver, locksmith from {ORS
(RE £}, age : 18%3 12 yeers of Hitler Youtﬂ
education, = ¢ 3

In passing through EINERSCHEID, civilians spo ca freely about
the good 1mpre°51ons American troob0 made, « After having
seen /ifmeriean rations, people used to laugh at what the
Landsers have to eata The population had been comparatively
happy, as the war seemed to be over for thems - Then with
German troops there again...the town. was bombarded once
more and sentiments like the-following were freely :
expressed to the German trcops : "VJir wollen lieber die
Amerikaner hier als die -Landsers",. (We should prefer to
have the Americans here instcad offthe Landsers);
(Rottenfuehrer, 9th SS- Pqnzef~Grenad1er Dlv. “Hohenstaufen®,
baker from AUSTRIA, age : 56). ' :

The German civilians were disap pozqted when the Amerieans:
left, It was especially “ppf rciated . that Amcricans aid
not enter the private homes as Cerman soldiers do, In a
town near ALLDRINGEN the mayor had to 1ssu 4 proclamation,
which he posted that children have o keep away from
American kitchens, as 1t is not in line with Cerman pride
to have them take presents from the Americans,
(Gefreiter, 62 Volksgrenadier Div., beker and candy-maker
from East PIRUSCIA, age : 21).
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German peasants had told P/i repeatedly that in territory
occupied and then lost by the Allies, they had been
treated ever so muoh more decently nd humanely by the
Allies than by their own countrymen, especially in the
case of the ©5. This same view was held by the Belgians
with whom he had spoken

(Lt., Compupj Compand . Volnsv“enaedler Co., student

Yhen men of 3 BAtLery, 1352 Artillery Regiment passed
through JALLiNDORF, again held by the Germans after a
period of US occupation, they were told by the ecivilians
of WALLENDORF how very correctly the Americans behaved
as occupational forces,

German civilians in AUW were glad that German soldiers
returned, but had only the best to say about American

troops - were not molested - not arrecsted. - some even
gave chooolatu to oh11 drens,

[Grenadier, rifleman, lMcchine Gun Co., mechanic from
HLMBURG, age 22)

Civilians in SCHOINBERG and other-villages nearby were
glad that German troops were back, ascording to P/,
although American troops behaved well, in general.

(Unteroffizier. Hcavy Machine Gun Platoon Leader,
commercial employee in transportation trade from
LEIPZIG, age: 21).,
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