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FOR USE TN SCRAMBLED FORM
. The following meterial may be used, in scrambled form,
in leaflets, radio and »ress excapt for "words underlined and
passages side- lll@d which are for backgrcund 1n¢ormation
only. Don't menticn 1°~U§Mgr give any 1ndlca icn _of the source,
without special permission ;rom inteliligence Section, PiDe

POLICY,

None of this material is to be used for output unless
clearly within the terms of your present directive. If in
doubt, or if the point is not ccwo“ed you must obtain per-
mlssion for output from your virective oacb¢on with whom
the respon8101llty will then lieo

(This report was prepared by PWD - SHAEF Interrogators.)

1. Time and places of capture: Usanty-nine Ps/W cap=-
tured during tne last wsek of danuary in the vicinity of the -
German-Luxembourg border were interrogated on & February 1945,
None of the PoWs interrogéted ranked above Stabsgefreiter;
they were members of the following units:

9 Ps/W from the 560th VGD

T 326th VGD

" i 14 15th Panzer Div,

" " 114 j_&th \T(‘u

" A 1 79tn VGD

1" " 1 5th Peratroop Div.
1" 141 134 27(«-,»» ‘T(_,T’\
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o 3 4 Oth Panzer Div.
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45 . "  Panzer Lehr Div,
4 " v BSsrd VoD
= = e 326th VGD
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These PoWs came from the following parts of Germany:

10 Ps/W from Western Germany

9 Cenbral Germany

- T ., " Fast of the Oder
2 " Northern Germany
g "  Sudetenland

19 of the PoWs were workers, 5 Artisans, 2 artists, 2 uhite
Collar Workers, 1 Student.

B Knowledge_ggwgggggggﬂggﬁgggiyg: 24 of the Ps/W had
knowledge of a arge-ucu & Russiaa offencive before they were
captured, but only eight out of these had acquired the know-
ledge through official German sources. such as the wehrmachtse
bericht, Radio, etc. Through these official channels some of
the Ps/W had heard of bthe capture of Gleiwitz, the encircle=- i
ment of Breslau, the cutting off of East Prussia, the advance &;/
towdards Kuestrin, the reaching of a point 120 kms. from Ber- i/
lin, Rumors whlch circulated amongst the German soldiers b
claimed that Koenigsberg and Danzig had fallen, that the N\ Q/ :
Russians’ stood before Vienna and that Schneidermehl had been\i>/

captured,



3, Outcome of War: With one exception only,,af17 year old
boy, all Ps/W were convinced that the situation for Germany
“was hopeless,

4, Reaction to Russian Offensive: The strongest impression
gained from these 29 Fs/W 13 vhal although they consider the
Russian advancss as a catastrophe ("katastrophal”), the apathy
amongst the troops is so great that not even the present events
in the East have any influence on their battle behavior. 1t
is furthermores intsresting to note that there is a contradice
tory attitude among moet of the Ps/W intverrog=ted, viz. that
on the one hend menvally they realizs that prolonged resistance
on the Western Front is against the hest interest of Germany,
since an Anglo-American cccupation is preferable to a Russian
one, while on the other hand, personally, they are glad that
a Western Front exists which saves then frcm service on the
Eestern Front.

5, Importaonce of Koenigsberg and Bresleu: Generally speak-
ing the Ps/W do not attach any particular significance to the
irmminent fall of &oenigsberg or Breclau, Some of the Ps/W had
heard rumors, that Koenigsberg had fallsn already and did not
seen affected by that news. Thair opinion is best illustrated
by the following quotation of one of the Pe/W: "Die Einen sind
schon sowieso lange dafuer auf zuhceren, und die anderen wollen
bis zum letzten Blutstropfen weiberkaenpfen, Der Fall von
Koenigsberg oder Breslaw wird dabei keinen Unterschied machen."

. (One part (of the Germans) has long been of the opinion to
quit and the other part wants to continue fighting to the last
drop of blocd., Therefore the fall of Koenigsberg or Breslau
wouldn't make any difference,) Another quotation is: "Die
Staedté sind ja doch alle kaput. Ob da eine oder die andere
faellt, Speilt garkeine Rolle." (Tue cities are all devastated
anyhow, JIf anoth~r one falls it will be of no importance.)

: 6. Reaction of Ds/W whose homesare FEast of the Oder: The
eight men from ..ast of the Oder were affected in the Tollowing
ways by the news of the Russian offensive: a) One PoW from
Landsberg, Upmer Silesia, who has his wife and five children
there, does not believe the Russians will behave inhumanly.

He and two comrades frcm RBeuthen deserted. b) A man from
Hammerstein, Bast Pomerania, is greatly worried about the fate
of his mother. Even though he considcrs the German propaganda
on Russian atrocitiss exaggerated he believes that the Russian
occupstion will be very hard on the German people (deporta-
tion, forced labor, etc). PoW broke into tears when tdking of
his mother, but showed no eagerness to fight on the Russiaon
front, ¢) Another man when told by interrogator that his home-
town Beuthen had fallen, exclaimed: "Ach, wo sind da jetzt
meine Eltern.”" (I wonder where my parénts are now). But when
asked if he would h-ve preferrcd to fight on the Eastern Front
he categorically soid: "Nein. die Amerikancr sind mir sympa-
thischer und gegen die Russen koecnnen wir sowieso nichos
nachen,” (No, to me Americans are more sympathetic and there
isn't a thing we can do ageinst the Russians anyhow) d) One
mon, from Ponerania, vieinity of Stolp, was not much concerned,
Believes his parents have gone to Poland, his step-mother
being Polish, He hinsclf deserted. e) A nian Tron Lower Silesia
stated: "Wenn méan in VWesten kaempft und jetzt hoert was in
Osten geschieht, verliert nau natuerlich alle Tust und jeg-
liches Interesse. Aber Interesse ¢m Krieg haben wir schon
sowiesd lange nichh nzhr, Ieh sorge niich nacuerlich um neine
Eltern, glaube Jedoch unicht. dags Jel Russe so hausen wird,
wie ‘die Nozi Propagenda es gesagh nat.” (Whea one has to’
fight in the Westc and hears what's happening in the .Bast,
evarything becornies pointless ond onc lcses all interest. Any-
how, we haven't had a r al interest  in the war anyriore for a
long time. Of course, I'nm worried-about ny parents, however,

I don't think that the Russiane will behave_ the way Kazil Pro-
paganda has claimed.) f) Fron Fuerstenberg/Oder, a desérter




states: "Obzwar ich schon lange die .ibsicht hatte ueberzu-
laufen, hoben die Ereignisse an der Ostfront mir den Entschluss
leichter gemacht." (Even though I had long ago planned to
desert - the final decision was made easier for me through

the happenings on the Eastern front) "Ich hoffe, dass maine
Familie rechtzeitig evakuiert wurde. Von der russiechen Besat-
zung erwarte ich alle Brutalitaeten," (I hope my family was
evauated in time. I expect all kinda of atrocities by the
Russian occupation troops) g) A man from Kattowitz: "Bin
schrecklich um meine Frau =nd Xinder besorgt. Ich hoffe, dass
sie in Kattowivz gebleiben sind und sich nicht haben evakuieren
lassen., Meine Fwav ist Polin; =25 wasre schrecklich fuer sie
das Schicksal aller ifleimatlcsen im gebombien Deutschland mite
zuerleben." {(Am terribly worried aboui ny wife and ohildren.

I hope they stayed ia Kattiowitz and 2ifn’{ let themselves be
evacuated., My wife 15 Polish. I% would be terrible if they

had to share the fave of ail the homsliess people in bombed-
out Germany] "Der Rugse ist gutmeeiig und nicht trutal.® (The
Russian is good-natured and not brutal) h) A man from Tilsit:
His wife and children were evacuated to Saxony last September
when the Russians reached the East Prussian border. He still
has other relatives in Tilsit but is completely indifferent to
what hapnens to them or to his home town and region. another
PoW gives the following reacticn of his ccrmirades who were from
East of the 0dér territory: 'Mancher der sich frueher sagte:
was auch kommt, ich werde immer weiter kaempfen, ist dann
uebergelaufen nit den Worten: Jetzt habe ich nichts mehr,
wofusr ich kaenmpfen koennte, weil meine Hiuimat besetzt ist."
(Many a one who formerly said "Come what may, I shall always
fight on, later deserted with the words: Now I have nothing
left to fight for because my own home-soil has been ocecupied)

7. Fuehrerbefehl: Six PoWs had %nowledge of the Fuehrerbe-
fehl allowing men whose homes were in the Bastern part of
Germany to volunteer for service on the Eastern Front ("Heimatse
v-rteidigung”). None of the Po¥s know of any volunteers, but
one man reports that sometimes in August when the order was
read to his Company, several men ware solected as "volunteers."
According to one man this order which originally concerned only
men from Zast and West Prussia, hes now been extended to men
of all regions immediately thre=tened by the Russians,

8. Status of Webrmachv aficr an Armistice: Fourteen of the
PoWs seen not to have given amny uhought vo what would happen
to the Wehrmacht afier Armistice, 0u% of the remaining fifteen,
five only believe that the Wehrmach® will be taken prisoner on
V-Day, but their opinions differ as to whether those men will
be better or worse off. a) For better: Many will have a chance
to hide at home than Ps/W taken before the armistice; even
though on PoW status they will be employed on German soil.
b) For worse: Those captured on V-Day will be the first to be
put to work; PoWis will be released in chronological order of
capture., The recamining ten nen seemed to believe that the
rest of the Wehrnmacht will sinply be sent home. One reaction
to the Wehrmacht going horie was: "Die Kerls werden sich
unser Hab und Gut und unsere Frauen aneignen," (Those guys
will appropriate all our earthly belongings including our
wives) Twenty-two PoWs believe that Nazis will be the first
to be drated for reconstruction work and that they will get
the hardest assignnents., Four thought no difference would be
nade and three had no opinion.

9. Length of coptivity: Seven PoWs believe they will be
released within a vear, "“weaty-two believe their release will
be effected within two to four yenrs. It is intercsting to
note in this respect that amongst this particular group of
Polls the proportion of nen desiring to bve shipped to the United
States, and even staying there for good, is unusually high.
This latter fealing is probably in iarge part due to their
expactation of the Russian occupation of Germany.

10. Continuation of fight to save skin of Nazis: Twenty-
one of the PoWs actually believe that the main motive behind
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~the continued resistance of the German l:aders is to prolong
their own-lives as long as possible: "Die werden natuerlich
lieb~r norgen aufgehaengt als heute." (They rather be hanged
tororrow than today) "Die Partei kaempft bis jeder Fleck -
Deutschland’s besetzt ist™ (The Party will fight on till.every
spot of Germany has been occupied) "Die oberen Schichten .
kaempfen um ihr Dasein. s ist schade um jeden Landser, der so
denkt wie ich, und noch sein Leben lacssen rmss" (The leading
elements fight fcr their very existence. It's too bad for
those :Landsers, who think the way I do, yet have to give their
lives) "Die wollem bis zum lstzten kaenpfen, weil sie nicht
den,Juden ausgeliefert werden wollen.” (They want to fight
t1ll the very last because they doa’s want to fall into.the
hands of the Jews) Seven PoWg have no opinion on this matter;
one still believes the war is not losth, '

. 1l. General Remarks: The impression of the interrogators,
substantiated by ceveral statements made by PoWs, is that:
the Landser on the western Froat feels the consequences of
the Russian Cffensive in the following ways: withdrawal of
troops snd weapcns {withdrawal of SS Divisions): increased
shortage of food and other supplies; absence of replacements
and relief. "Wir warcn so lange im Binsatz geblieben ohne
abgeloest  zu werden, dess wir geelisch und moralisch fertig
waren und uns alies egal war." (Ve were held so long in the
line without relief thalt we wewre done for spirftualiy and
norally; everything became a matter of indirference to us)
"Wir haben seitb. drei Wochen nichts mehr gokriegt: kein
Nachschub, kein Brsatz, keine Ablioesung, Uusere schwerén . ..
Granatwerfer sird rnach dem Osten gegnngen, und die Bedienungse
nmannschaft als Infantrie eingesgsetzt worden." (For three weeks
we diAnft get anything anymore - no supplies, no replacements,
no relief, Our heavy nortars were sent to the Zast and the
crews put in the line here as infantrists) "Wir sollten von

3a

einer SS Division abgeloest wexrden, die ist aber anstatt dessen

nach Osten gegangen." (We were supposed to be relieved by a
S8 DiYision, instead of relieving us it was sent to the East
front).

-
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Consolidated Report on the Interrogation of 30 Officers
captured between 30 January - L February 1945.

L

FOR _USE IN SCRAJBLUD rORI

The following material may be used, in scrambled form, in
leaflets, radio and press except for words underlined and nassages
side-lined, which are for background information only. Don't mention -
names or give any indication of the source, without special perm1581on

from Intelligence Section, F.!/.D.
. POLICY e

None of this material is to be used for output unless elearly
within the terms of your present directive, If in doubt, or.if the point
is not covered, you must obtain permission for output from your Directiye
Section, with whow the respon51b111tJ will then lie.

" {'This report_was prepared by-PWD ~ SHAEF Interrogators).
1. Dates and Place of Capture: This report covers the interrogation of

30 German officers captured between 30 January - L4 February 1945. They were
all captured in the vicinity of Germany, Belgium, and the Luxembourg border.

2. Ranks and Units: 11 out of the 30 officers had been commissioned since
1 November 1944. The ranks of all the officers were as follows :

1 Captain

T lsto kb ‘
27 2nd Lts

1 Zahlmeister.

They were members of the following units :

officers from the 62nd VGD

officers from the 3rd Fallschirmjaeger Div.
officers from the 89th Infantry Div.
officers from the 277th VGD

officers from the 246th VGD

officer from the 12th VGD

officer from the 18th VGD

officer from the 271st VGD

officer from the Panzerabriehr lest

officer from the Div. 406 zRV.

R D AW A OO -

3. Age Groups and Regions of Origins:

7 officers were 20 - 21 yearsbold
16 officers were 22 - 30 years old

7 officers were 31 - 46 years old

7 officers were from regions East of the Oder

7 officers were from regions between the UOder and the Elbe
15 officers were from other parts of Germuny

1 officer was from Austria.
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L4, Educational Levels and Professions:

3

Elementary . Secondary S University(2 semesters and above)
2 of the Ps/W were “lorkers
3 of the Ps/!] were Farm ouners
5 of the Ps/'! were Civil Servants
3 of the Ps/! were i/hite Collar "Jorkers
13 of the Ps/] were Students:
3 of the Ps/i] were Professional. u,flcecs
.1 of the Ps/// was an Architeot, .

5, Circumstances of Capture: 7 of the Ps/. were caftured ull br taerselves
only 2 of these found themselves in hopeless SLuuatLOPo, 2 wiere wounded, the
remaining 3 claim to have been surprised. 12 of the Ps/i. were captured in
groups of 2 to 6 men inclusive. One of thes¢ resisted. till he was wounded,

5 found themselves with their men in, hopeless situations, the remaining: 6
judged their situations as hopeless. 11 of the Ps/V’ were captured:in-
groups of from 7 toc 26 men. None of these Ps/] was wounded, & of thém were °
the ranking officers and ordered thCLr men to surrender, considering their
situations as hopeless. - 3 of the Ps/\} received orcers from their superiors
to cease resistance, the situations being hopeless.

6. idorale of the Ps/ii: In comparison.to prévious . interrogations this team
found, that the morale of the 30--officers 1nterzogatud was uanadlly low.

The main reasons for.this state of rmorale are : the failure of the
Rundstedt offensive, the success of the Russian offensive, the lack of
supplies and reinforcements, the low quality of their own manpower.

7. Outcome of Var:

Belief in a decisive German victory R
Belief in a stalemate or compromise : 11
Belief in German defeat sy ;

b

Those believing in a German viectory have no conception as to the means
with which it will be broucut about, but they do believe it will take a
long time, "{Jir sind wie ein stark zusammengepresster -Stahiring, der.
platzen muss. Es ist ein militaerisches, nicht ein physikalisches Gesetz,
dass er nach aussen und nicht nach innen.platzen muss®, (il are like a
tightly—-compressed steel-ring that must burst,. It is a: military, not
physical, law that it (the ring) must burst outwardu, not- inwards)..

"Der Fuehrer wird uns zum Siege fushren", (The Leader (Fuechrer) will lead
us to victory). Those who believe in a stalemate or compromise regard
such an outcome of the war actually as a Germen victory. '"lenn es hoff-
nungslos waere fuer uns haette Hitler schon'aufgegeben, denn ins Verderben
fuehrt er sein Volk nicht!". (Vlere it hopeless for us, Hitler would
already have given up, because he doesn*t lead his people to ruin).

MAir werden neue Viaffen haben, die Buch solche Verlustc belbringen werden,
dess der ganze Krieg sich fuer Euch nicht mehr auszahlt und Ihr von Eurem
eigenen Volk gezwungen werdet Frieden zu schliessen". (/e shall have new
weapons, and tnese shall cost you such: Xosses that for you the entire war
will no longer pay and your own people will force you to conclude peace).

. The importance of the loss.of the Uppe;-u;1051an Industrial Basin
is realized both by those who believe:in German defeat-cs well as by those
who still believe in a stalemate. Lt Josef liiny, 9th Fallschnirmjaeger Regt.,
3rd Fallschirmjaeger Div. said : "Das Rheinisch llestphaelische Industrie
Gebiet war fuer uns durch Eure Bombardierungen schon lange verloren, nur
das Oberschlesische Industriegebiet, das Eurer Reichweite mehr oder weniger
entzogen war, hat uns ueber Viasser gehalten, dies ist nun auch verloren".
(The Rhine-l/estphalian industrial region had long been lost to us as a
result of your bombings, only the Upper-Silesian industrial region, which
had more or less been withdrawn {rom your range, kept our head above water.
This also, is now lost to us).
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Lt Walter Schlichting, 1055th Regt., 89th ID, said : "Die lehrkrhft des
Deutschen Volkes hat durch den Verlust des Oberschlesischen Industrie-
gebietes einen ungeheuren Schlag erlitten'. -(The dciunuﬁvv strength of the
German people has, as a result of the loss of the Upper-Silesian industria
region, suffered an enormous blow). Those who OLlLCVa in .& stalemate do
not realize that sources.of raw material and food cannct be:moved tne Wy
they claim that factories can be moved.

8. Knowledge of Hussisan Offensive:

= e ;'

(2) Extent of Knowledge: fith only 2 excepblons,.3+l'offlcvr5-werc
fully informed about the progress of the Russian offensive up to a'dgy or

two prior to their capture, which knowledge they had obtained from the
Wehrmachtsberichte. ; :

(b) Bffect on Battle Behavior: These interrogations have not produced
evidence that knowledge of the hussian oifepsive had any startling effect on
the immediate battle behavior. They. are shocked, and partieculsrly those from
the East are depressed, but on the whole "Befehl ist Befehl" (An -order
remains an order) attitude is prevailing, and the already cxisting apathy
is such that notning that does not concern them in tieir own immediate
situgtions seens to influence their battle behavior or stir them to direct
action. Lt Wilhelm Dreismann, (from 'Vst\lalia), 189 Arti. Regt., 8%9th 1D,
said : "Ich war schwer erschucttert uecber die Nachrichten von der Ostfront,
man fragt sich direkt wozu noch gekaempft wird". .(I was terribly shockesd by
the news from the Eastern front. One bluntly asks oneself why we go on
fighting). 2 officers report that soldiers who had their families in
Russian threatened territories applied for immediate furloughs, which were
refused, and according to the officers these men returned unhesitatingly to
their dutlpu. : el 2 i

(¢) Fell of KOENIGSBERG, bdv L AU, BERLIN: These interrogations have
shown that there is no importance attached to the imminent fall of either
BRESLAU or KOENIGSBERG. 411 the OLflCL”S agree that the fall of EERLIN will
not mean the end of the war. At the samc time they all admit that the fall
of BERLIN would have repercussions all over the Reich, and some belicve that
this could be the final test as to how much longesr the German peopls can
take it. "Der Verlust der Reichshauptstadt haette eine derartig katastrophale

Schockwirkung auf "das deutsche Volk, dass unter Unstacnden der Fall zua
sofortigen ZdSaLu&nb uch fuchren kann". (The loss of the . German capital would

have such a catastrophic shock-¢ffect on tae Germau people that under
certain conditiecns the loss can lead to an immediate collepse).

"Der Fall von Berlin wird cine ungeheure liirkung haben, es kommt darauf an,
wievicl des deutsche Volk noch hinnehmen kann, und ich glaube nicht

mehr viel", (The fzll of Berlin will have & monstrous wffect, depending :
on how much the German people cen 'take', and I believe they can't take nuch
more) "Es wird wahrscheinlich. noch weltergekaempl't werden, obzwar es
sinnlos ist wenn die Hauptstadt sﬁfullun ist", (There will probebly be

more fighting, although, 'should the capital fall, it would be senseless).
"ian ist ja im Augenblick Offizier und darf nichts sagen, aber ich habe
Angst dic Fuchrung ist kurzsichtig genug um such nach Berlin noch weiter-
zukaempfen". (One is, at the moment, an officér and ought not say anything,
but I am afraid our leadership is surfficiently short-sighted to go on
fighting even after the fall of Berlin), & On the Otﬂbf hand also : "Heute
im Kriege spielen Staedve kcine Rolle mehr, such damit ist eine Schlacht noch
nicht verioren'., (In modern '&ngru, c¢»¢ca no longer pley = part, even
thereby (loss of Berlin) a battle is not yct lost). "Berlin ist

sowieso nur ein True G”Lvufeb, es . ist Ja nur auf Papler noch die
Reichshauptstadt". (Be¢rlin, as it is, is just a mass of ruins, Only on
paper does it remain the capital).

CORFIVELTIAL
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(d) Reaction of those coming from the East: L of the officers are
from places lready~occu01cd by thp Russians and their individualk reactions
are as follows : = e '

(i) Has no news from his family, is very much worried about their

fate, hopes they have been evacuated.  He rvalizes that the Russian
occupation will result in CKPPOOTldthH of-his farm, and he is @ violent
objector to collectivigzation. ¢ »

(ii) & professionzl soldier from BREUTHEN, extremely worried about
the fate of his family, certein that they have not been evacuated, because
it is hardly possible to evacuste all inhabitants of large cities, Has
only slight hope of ever seeinw his wife and children again. ‘ould hav
preferred to fizht on the & stcrn front instead of sitting around in the
Westwall, 1lould never rcturn to his hometown, fears his.family deported by
Russians.

- (iii) From HINDENBURG. Received lotter fran his wife the day before
'his capture, she had been evacuated to BLRLIN with the lost train. She
refers in hvr letter to "ein wuestes durchelnander" (2 wild confusion) and
writes that Russians were constantly strafing the train and the railroad
tracks. His mothcr'had'been evacuated four days carlier. His father, 62,
was ordered to stey behind, since he 1s an englnecr at the electrical plhnt,
Energie Vepsorguhg Kattowitz is main worry now is what will happen to his
wife if BERLIN too has to bu cvacuated. Vould have preferred to fight in the
East and defend hls home,

(iv) A Nazi, his father and himsclf arc Party members, from
RASTENBURG. Has some concern about his family, but is quite certain that
they must have been cvacuated in tims, Does not consider the ecutting off of
Fast Prussia as important, since Geramsny is going to win the war just the
same.

A (v) Amongst the men from arcas ¢dﬂbelauvl\ threatened by the
Rus51ans, one P/V, who is not particularly afraid of the Russians, is very

- much worried because he believes the GbLma‘ will make BRESLAU a second
BUDAPEST. Another.P/i from BRESLAU wanted to make use of the Puchrerbefehl
-concerning transfer to the Eastern front, but he did not get o chance to do
50 because of the red tape connceted with such a transfer. Another Ffu,

_ the son of a farmer from the DANZIG arca, expressed the hope that his parents
will stzy at home. He has seen some¢ atrocities in Russic end is afraid of
the ?uu51an% to a certain degree, bubt'in spite of this, in typical peasant

fashion, he considers the elinging to the nOuCStLLQ 2s the most importent
factor,

;-G Fuehrerbefehl: 15 of the officers knew about the "Fuchrerbefehl -
HelﬂuthPtplOL"un”” (allO¥¢Q" soldiers to transfcr to the East bo fig bt in
defense of their hqm communitics). An interesting reaction is reported by
one of these officcrs § The divisional coimmender; jfd Fe llschlrmgao (eher
decided not to do anything about the Fuehrerbefehl, since he.considered it
ridiculous to transport 1n01v1du ~soldicrs elear across the Reich for
puruly pfrsonul rcasoas. Afother ;/ Prola.;n immediately threatened area
said :."Dﬁvon, dess.ich da ankonmb aend "t sich auch rnichts".(The fact that
I.should arrive there will chanbu n0uhiu v wady). It docs scem that
anongst thé officers the >r¢ 'is” a somewhat l”“ﬁcr degree of iugr of the Russians
as compared to the’ Lendsers, because they as officers consider themselves
as mcibers of a soeial class which the Russiéns aas have vowed to e
exterminate, xarthernorv, tﬂurb is a distinet prefercnce for *1-nt1nf on
the testern front, where accordtn to Gernon opinion the ;1 ght s still a
fair (anstaendiz) one, ‘

10. Hope of Germen Success in the East: Those of the Ps/ii who belicve in
German victory or a stzlewate arc of the opinion that the Ruesians will be
stopped by German counter-mecasures. Some of tiei }

believe thet this was the
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last Hussian effort in trying to bring about a decision. Muny of*them do not
believe that they will be able to throw the Russians back to their original
positions, but they believe that they will be a2ble to hand the Russians

a decisive defeat somewhere near the present battle-lines, Those of the
Ps/il who see no hope for a Germen victory are of the opinion that it would
have been wiser to have saved the forces involved in the ARDEMIES push for
the expected Hussian offensive.

1l. Fatc of remaining “lehrmacht on V-Day: Generally speaking, the Ps/\/ have
not given much thought to this matter, and 15 of them when confronted with -
this question said they believed that the Vehrmacht will simply be disarmed,
disbanded and permitted to return to their civilian occupstions. Some
believe that at & later date the Allies may draft Gerian manpower for
reconstruction work. One of the Ps/.] believes that the rest of the Vehrmacht
will be used for reconstruction inside Goriany, while the P/ will be

used for reconstruction in other countries, which he considers a logical
solution in order to avoid transportation problems. & of the Ps/ii believe
that the entire ‘Jehrmacht will be considered Pu/ﬁ. Out of these 8, 1 believed
that officers will be sent hone u&t, 2 believe that the Ps/i will be
released in order of their capture, 3 belisve that 21l Ps/i/ will be released
approximately at the same time, the remaining 2 have no opinion. 3 of the
Ps/\ bclieve that of ficers will be kept in captivity for an especially long
time, so as to .curb the development in Germany of any organized resistance.

12, Discriminztion against Nazis: 23 out of the 30 Ps/i/ belisve that
special measures will be taken concerning the treatment of Neczis, that for
instance they will be the first to be called upon for reconstruction work
and the last to be sent home. The opinion is also prevailing thet cfforts
will be made to re—educatc such pesople.

13. Is Var being continued to save Nazi Lives: 10 of the officers believe
that the flg 1t is being continucd in order to prolong the lives of the
leaders., Lt Jakob Krummeck of the 271st Pionier Bn,, 271st VGD, says that
there is a difference of opinion between the Tehrmacht and the Party
concerning the war and that the Party is the more powerful one at the moment.
"jer die Macht hat, hat das Recht". ((Might mekes Right). 16 of the officers
believe that the Fusurunv continues the fight in the interecst of the German
people. Most all of them belicve that especially Hitler hims elf would not
sacrifice the German nation uselessly.
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