¥

SUPRE T{&;D“Uﬂm foie 19 <
L ARLIED "”‘?‘DITICJJQY FORCE | /
- PSYCHOLOGIC.L WiR LRE DIVISION e

ID““L-JIGJ‘%' SECTION
| . : 15 March 1945

The Volkssturm in Action

FOR USE 1IN uC.LmI'DLuD FORM
‘The follwoing material may be Uu@d, in scrqnbleo form,
in leaflets, redio and press sxcspt for words underlined and
passages 81de~11nud, whiclh are for background information only,.
Don' metion nanes or give ey indicstion of the sdurce, without

specila al periaission rroix Intelligence Section, PWD. .

P OLICY
None of this mxtvflul is to be used for output unlusv ’
clearly within the torms of your prosent directive, If in doubt,
or' if the point is'not cover ;d you nust obtain permission for
output from your DlTGCuqu Svc ion, with whon the responsibility

will then liec,

‘

In the drive o the Vest bank of the Rhine, #llied forces
have encountered nunerous Volkssturm units, The following is
a selection of stories of cépture as told by V8 officers and
nen who were taken prisoner,

s

VS MLENNER HUGO MEYER and OSCAR L”UJIW both from SuﬁRHOhLﬁBACH,
4 Co, 40/31 VS Bn SCHRAINER. Both 16 yuurs of agu.

The two boys were sent back from thelr evacuation areas
by their -parents to cere for their property and to.cbtain food,
On Feb 1, just after they had arrived in Saaerhoelzbach, they
were met by Oberlehrer ﬂunk who told them that they were Vo
‘men from then on and would be considered descrters, unﬁ shot irf
they qtte“pted to return to their parents.

Thev werc assigned to the fourth company, which consisted
“of about 117 men, all war weary and convinced of the hopelessness
of “their situation. Most of-them were old and felt that they
were sacrificed for the Nezi party. The boys werc put to work
+building anti-tank defenses and caring for the village's cattle,
" They rceceived eight days of military training, which consistecd
of firing a few rounds MG ond rifle,as well as lcarning’
the theory of the Panzerfcust and hand grenade. On 21 Feb,
they were seat to METTLACH where they received uniforms and
then sent to the foremost bunkerlinsee, In all only ebout 20-25
of the 117 mon of SLARHOELZBACH were in the line. Many of the
others: had disappearcd or had got out through connections. The
boys werc assigned to a bunker with three other VS men and four
Landsors. The two spent most of théir time standing guard.

The boys claired thet they dGClQud to desert bocause they
¥calized the hopelessncss of their position, /in onportunity
prosented itsclf when they wore askcd to go on a mission across
the Moselle to.find food in an arca which they know was occupied
by the americans. While crossing the Lqur,‘uhOj were fircd on.
TxG boys simply threw their Llfles away and Vul]Cd YNICHT SCHIES
SEN" (Don't. uucot) Thcy contintied toward. tﬂw Lrierican lines
whcre they pruSLnbdd PLSSTERSCHEIN which tbuy hud saved for
sucb an OCanlOn. e e A 5
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VS ORDONN.NZ OFFIZIER (r”nk f Co, CO) FRIEDRICH FIFLITZ,
VS BN. RUWERTLL, brewery manager from TRIER, Si SEURM¢UAHRER,

age 56,

VS Bn RU ERT.L was formed in Dec 44 but, because of the
lack of uniforms and weapons, they were unable to train their
men, The Bn consisted of about 750 men divided intosfour com~"
panies, cach one of which was hcaded by an active party Jeaders
The Bn CO was bthe SA BRIGADEFUZHRER LTOH KOBLINZ, while the
overall sdministration and directlon came from nhe KREISLEI TUNG

TRIZR

Recently they reccived sonc rifles and Panzerfaust, thus
a limited training progrem was made possible, In RUERTAL,
the VS officers and NCO's reported two vanLnfs a week. for
s¢lf- inotruction, cnd on Sundey mornings they attenmtcd to teach
their charges what they themselves had lbgrﬁud during . the-week.
The difficulty-in this procedurc was thet the men had fo.be-
trained by thosc who wers untreincd thenselves, cven though sone
of them had been World;_i R offlccrs and NCO‘».

Kl

Ti:ic Ba was supposcd to get 1Ls COllCCthﬂ of mlucvllanuous
unifornms dycd ficld-gray, bubt sincc the local dyc-works was -
destroyed, this was impossiblc. P/d hinmself wore his regular
Si unif‘orm. R

« In gencral, the P/VW considercd the VS a ".LRBEITSSTURM"
(wiorker's army). since only the ordinary little people, such as’
workers and employees were drafted into it, while those with
connections mansged to stay out., In his experience, those
with conncctionoinana od to get into the second draft witich
was never called-up, ‘ .

the GRUAHAUS-MERTESDORF
it his wife in SCHWEICH.
¢r any commitment orders,

He was captured on 3 Meorch at
RR station, while on iis way to-vi
His Bn had not been alerted or und
so he was able to obtain a pass

~

‘

VS Mann Hﬂﬁuj*“”,-’S‘RCCT~NLU[IRCH, 45 years old, worker from:

HOCH-NEUKIRCH, married, ciildren,

Drafted into: the VS in hig home town. The company therc
consisted of about 80 neén, comuanded by the local SA Sturm-
fuehraer, They had bouu 8 riflcs with sonme ammunition but had
no corplete unlforus. lMost of thé men worc their civilian
overcoats, though sone or then hud army blousgs. :

Lbout 4 Feb he was sént . to- GLSDOnF alOﬁg with nen fron
various othecr areds, for §pscial trulﬂlﬂgo . There they dug for~
tif ications in the. “ornlnb Lnd bOu sone military trulnLﬂg s
the aftcrnoon, Jhen the situstion became rors serious, the
training >ronrﬂu.was‘1ncrucgud to the norning also, Most of
the instruction was. in the. usc of the riflc, aachine gun, and: -
Panzerfaust. Since nost of the men hat nad no previous tralnlng
it was rather hard on then, Qole, however, did learn to shoot,
but very few could tfku ax ;rt uAc WQJpons for repair or cle 1n1ng,

P/W was sént intoc the fqut with @ group of sixty other-VS
nen on 1 Mareh, They rcccived the usual “to the last" order
and werc assigned a scetor ncxb to a smell group of Yrogulars®,
They soon realized the uttcr semselessncss of the whole affair
and werc quite fed up, They all fclt that th whole” thlnL would
be over soon, "so why vut Killcéd in Lnu luSt dlnute"

tWinen they rcceived their Llrst artinch'b rruge their
squad leadcr, un cx-soldicr, told then "Es hat keinen Zwoeck mehr
zu kaenpfen, lenn dic kommen ist. ‘es’schnell vorbei." (It's
uscless to flglt on, i/hon tiey - the incricans - got here,
it'1l be over soon)s. Soon a group of - jmericans did appcar und
the "rcgualrs"™, thorc to sup port thom, simply raiscd thoir hands
and gavc up. Nobody objceto 54 in the lcast to surrcndcring since
they hed alrcady thrown eway their wecapons,
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: ?'CO,'l Co, VS Bn TRIER, gymnastic

VS of TRIER was orgenized-into a Bn of four conpanics under
the comnend of HLUETILANN HEISS, a forner officer rccently disw-
charged from the ohrmecht, The first Co, with strongth of
about 164 ncn, was cclled out on 24 Feb and scnt to the arca
of HOCK/EILIR to reke tank traps and dug=outs, Because of the
swift advance  of the inmcricans, they wercn't able to start
working there, and werc sent tiien to OLETIG. Here thoy.had to
dig stezdily for twenty~four hours, The work was particularly
herd for these old nen, most of whori werc business men and pro-
fessionals., Finally, they were given & six hour rest, after
which they egain resuned their digging, now, howcver, undcr
artillery fire and Jabo attack, Tho nen after a time rofuscd
to continuc the work and P/VW, as Co CO called Bn Hq to try.to get
some relief for them, He.then withdrew his ien to a school for
a much-nceded rost, In the meantime all the regular infantry, °
artillery and P/X units were streanming by toward TRIER. This
alarmed the VS, who roalizcd that thoy werc being sacrificcd
to fight the rcar‘guerd action alonhc, P/ then called his ;
officers together, and after a short discussion it was dccided
that all weepons would be collected end that they would surrcndcr,
They scttled down to waiting for the .iiericans, /4 Lessage soon
was rcecived from the jehrmacht officer in command of the arca,
ordering then toc teke up certain positions in the defensc of
TRIER, The order was Jjust isnored. Two hours later fAricrican
troops arrivced and took them prisoner, :

VS MLNY LRTHUR SCHNEIDZR, VS BIRKENFELD, farner fron SCH/OLLEN
near 1D.LR-OBIRSTLIN, agc.47

He was first called up on 22 Nov and scnt.to SLLRBURG to
lcead cettlc beck:from the combat arcas to safor arcas in the rear,
However, instecad, he was placed under the commend of the loeal
farming tcaechcr cnd together with a group of othecr VS nen ordered
to occupy bunkcrs betwoon ZIRICH and T.BiN, Their unit consisted
originally of 200 men, but by the tine of commitment, about
fifty men hed left becausc of party conncetions and bcing unfit
even for the VOLIISSTURM, Llwevs therc was an inferiority complex
among the non becesusc they werce constently ridieulcd by the
Wehrmacht and ceveryonc clse, They were also quite bitter because
the party had jurisdicticn over the VS conseripticon and as a re-
sult meny porty membors werc still at ‘home, They rcceived no
physiczl cxoninations, no training and no uniforns. Jfter o week
they received rifles which no one could usce Most of thc tine g
they were busy digging fox-holos in front of the bunhikers, On ‘the
night of 21 - 22 Feb, they werc ordercd to withdraw =nd preparec
fortifications in front of a bunkcr linc rors in the reuT,

Whilc withdrawing, they were surprised by lmerican troops who
capturecd them without a shot being fircd fron cither side,

v HLUPTM NN LIBIERT FUCHS; CO 3rd €o, 1 Bn, ERKELINZ, Réichsbahn
inspcetor fron RHEIND&LEN, marricd, 11 children, age 65,

. e
The 3rd Co.,, consisting~of abéut 112 ren, average age 45,
no boys, was rceruitcd from RHETD.LEN. They rcceived their
training from i/chrnacht NCO's stationed in the arca, They :
gathercd on Sundays from 8 till 12 in tho local scheol house and
lcarned the menual of arns and closs. opdor drilly Lated on they
recgivc@ sonc WaITENKUNDE (weapons instruction).’ Therc were two
nedics in the coupany, who, gecording to the P/U, werc well.traingd.
Their weapons werc of all varictics, cspocially Belgian., He hirn-
self had a pistol of thc lost century. They had no MG's or
Panzcrfaust, ' i

T@G corpany wos the only onc in the Bn that was cormitted, -
Qn 28’Eeb the order for coanitnent was rceeived fron the
;EHRM“CHTSORTSKOMMnNDO. They werc sent to guard tank traps on the
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roads, thouoh they had no anti-tank weapons, They were not
briefed, end therfore did not lmow their exact functions or
duties, Soon they recelved heavy artillery fire, which inflic=
-ted a few casualties, - Without having zlred a snot they were
qulchiy surrounded cnd by~oassed by American tgn nnd lnf"ntry.

« FUCHS was the only men in his Co with SO»DBUGH and unllorm,
which consisted of cotton cap © la AFRIKA KORPS, RAD coat,
brownish. blouse, regular VWehrmoeht trousers, hi On leather boots,
three staers on: collqr (denotlng rank of Captain) and brnssgrd
on left arn with the lHSO“l tlon "DEU”“CIER VQLKSS?URM, WEHRMACHT"

VS MANN AUGUST FISCHER, Co KRUI Eg Bn FINGER, high ~school teucher
from TROVSDORF near nOﬁLh, age - 58.

The aversge age of the men-in this unit was about 50 with
some as .cld as sixty, Some of the men were in Very poor ahy31cal
condition. They had no rifles,‘‘ They were issued work suits,
which faintly resembled uniformg,for training purposes and arm
bands, Before commitment & collpctlan was token up among the
¢ivilians which yielded 2ll sorts of old uniforms whlcn were then
distributed among tlhen, When leaving for cetion on 24 Feb, arms
(Danish rifles and 6-9 rounds) weré issued them, They als 0 had
& few MG's which no one could fires From the beginning they. had
decided that it would be best to surreander or try to escape to
the rear, They considered their trestment at the hands of the
leadership as nothing short cf murder,

On 24 Feb an EINSATZ BN, consisting of llO men of waloh
Company KRUMY was part, wos called to SIZGEBURG, Here they
received thie usual pep~talics and threats about ccwardlce, and
then were sent cut to NOIRVINIG, - His company took up positions
in the front lines, ond, cfter NOERVENIG hed been taken by .the:
Americans, were Vlt&QTEWH. They moved leCCtLV out of the lines
and into Lbe hands of American troo,o. After a short exclhange’
of fire the men ;lfd to various shelters, Lnd there surrendered,
VS MANN HITNRICH KLUENERS, construction worker from UERDINGEN,
married age 45. : e e -

Drofted into the VS in his homeé town in the middle of Feb,
and assigned to the 4th Co,‘in KREFELD, The company consisting
of men of avercge age 49- o9, was commondnc bvvc well—known deli=
catessen store operator from KREFELD, with no militery background,
- They were equipped with obsolete” Itollun rifles and Panzerfaust
which most of the men feared ‘very much, mhelr uniforms consisted
of “nytnlnﬁ they could get,: P/w himself was among uhe Hore o
fortunate, since he wore an old policemen's uniform that had been
turned in at the: VOLKS SOPFERe ‘They had only been issued VEHRPASS
and were still waiting for thelr- SOLDDU+CHu »

Their training consisted of- sorie ohboreuloal trclnlng,
h1m¢ng exercises, “nd ¢lose order drill ‘in the mornings and usually
in the afternoon 2lsc, -’ Conditions et the camp (ADOLT VON NAbSAU
KASE m) viere' very .bad, perticularly the food, ‘Of the 330 men
located there, nboat ZOnuO usad to sneuk out and go home evely
night, coming back the next morning in time for the tr 1ning._-.
This was well Xnown %o the office rs viho 51mply 1gnored this
breach of ,ciplln6;~ The - concensus of opinion among bhu men. /o
was that the s isff IND JLRHI ”(a club for kids), L

They were COMilttbG near. AuEEuLD “n& Lfter one nlght
raised their Londs in surrender 'at the s;hht of the flrst Amerlc@n
tanks that apreared,

v

o R
{

VS MANN PETER FERIJENS, 2 Cog 185 Bn DUQSSELDORr Prokurlst (head
clerk) from RF“YDT, AQS 47. S (s 3 Sl

on 23 Oct 44 ¢ pre-lnduotlon meeting wos held, which few of
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‘those required actually did ottend, On 12 Nov they took their
oath., From that dote on-they were required to-uveke part in a
regular troaining progrom, every Sunday morning, which consisted
of the most simple close order drill, Usually about o third
"Of the members appeared, & situation which resulted in a series
of "“threotsy from party cuthorities. The leadership wgs entrusted
to a party leader, while sertving as cordinary VS men, there were
three men who hed been regulers with service in this wer,

The Bn had rifles sufficient for cbout a third of the men,
These were, for the most porb, French K 1886 and a few K98's
with enough ammunition only for the K98's, They had an
abundance of Panzerfaust (about 100 in his compeny) and they
had been trcined in the theory of the weapon, Xech men had
fired at lezst 3 or 4 rounds.

On 1 Feb after o terrific air raid, they were called out
and put to work cleaning up and meintaining order, On 18 Fed
they were KASIRNIERT (put into barrccks) ond on 27 Feb were
sent to STEINIURT, eust of RIEYDT, presumcbly for training,
but they were put to work diggin trenches, Soon forward elements
of American tank units arrived and took tThem prisoners

‘ ' ‘ . HE)

VS MALNN ESINRICE MOLDERS, attached to 1 Bttry, 404 Regt.,
gardeners o prentice from KENECITEDEN, age 16. ' :

o
-

Drafted into the V8 on 17 Jan because he refused to join
the IIJs He was then sent to FLAKKASERNZ LUENENSCHEID for one
month's troining which consisted only of close order drill,
during the bitter cold weather of early Feb. On 15 Feb he was
sent out with the First Battery (7 Ack--Ack guns) and trained
in the raising cnd the lowering of the barrels Later, though he
wos used only ammunition bearer,

On 2 Mar he slipped cway from his gun crew during the con=-
fusion that existed witi the intention of returning to his
mother, On his way he heard that the Americans were approaching
so he sinply waited and was taken prisoner the next morning,.

VS HAUPTMANN IINORR, CO 41 VOLKSSTURM BN, GAUl2, Director of a
Volksscnule (elemsntery school) in ERKELINZ, married, AGE 60,

When the battalion was formed in October 1944, KNORR was
immediately placed in commend, because of his military experience
in this war and the lest, The battalion received no uniforms,
only 350 arm bands, 100 pay books and 100 dog tags. They had just
a few rifles so that it was possible to use them only for instruc-
tion, A4bout 24 Feb, however, they received 180 Danish rifles,
but no cmmunition, . four to six MG's =nd 100 Panzerfaust,

The officizl training began in December and consisted of
three~hour sessions for three successive Sundays. The program
ended abruptly when KNORR was wounded by an accident, In general
1t was mostly drill, with some theoretical instruetion in the
rifle, cnd the firing of the Punzerfaust.

The bettalion wes committed around ZRXELINZ when the
smericcon of fensive reached the area.” It was nlaced under the
tactical comaend of the 138 Inf, Div, 0Only oue company of the
Battalion was actually engaged in the town itself while’the others
were in the villeges outside the town. KNORR, as Bn CO, was
ordered to remcin at the CP of the Vehrmacht commander defending
ARKELENZ to essist in the cperation. The one VS Co. in the town
was divided into three-'platoons, one for defense, one for
digging fortifications, ond one for the tank barriers. All the
platoons were improperly equipped and led. At 1800 hours on
26 Feb they began to receive heavy artillery fire., The officers
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withdrew to.e bunker

gituation. The general

and the“e discussed the futility of the
opinion wos Yimpossible to continuée

resistance", Raf herkthat Woit in the bunker and risk being

blown up by american

American troops, He me
the situation to:thum.

artillery, P/W went out to search for
a pée strol on the street end" explained
Then he led them to the bunker and:

ordered all the remaining out to surrcnde¢.
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