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TRENDS IN GERMAN PRISONER MORALE

/ﬂ/ ,,///
QBJEREOCTIVE . &

The aim of this study was to explore possible downward trends in German
troop morale us they might be revealed by prisoner attitudes.

METHOD ...

The information on which this study was bLased was obtained from personal
interrogations of German prisoners-of-war made by trained American mili~
tary personnel according to the standard SHAEF schedule of questions,

It consists largely of a comparison of two groups of privates captured
early and late in July on various items of morale information., They were

all captured in the general Carentan - 5t., Lo area. Complete details on
the dates of cepiure and the military units represented is shown in the

appendix,

CONCLUSIONS ... «

(1) By late July very few prisoners had any faith in a German viectory,

and this attitude underwent the greatlest propertionate drop of any
measure of morale during July. ,
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(2) [:pvornhlo attitudes toward National Socialism and German propaganda,
already low, also suffered considerable drops during July:]

(3) However, trust in their officers and belief in Hitler still existed
among the majority of prisoners, and least deterioration was noted

on these scores,

(4) Morale varied with type of military unit, but declined among all.
Morale among the infantry was lowesi, and also suffered the great-
est decline. Paratroopers were outstandingly high in most respects,
but their faith also declined somewhat. The greater the proportion
of older men inm a unit, the greater was the drop in morale.
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FINDINGS ...
MORALE OF GERMAN PRISONERS DROPPED PRECIPITATELY DURING JULY . . .
Troops captured late in July showed consistent worsening of morale on

eight different measures when compared with fairly similar troops captured
earlier in the month. This may be seen in the following figuress f

//4/ ' - Barly July Late July |
¢ ‘ |
7 Proportion thinking war will end with German vic- ‘
tory“rﬂ't‘lmt'.o AL L R N S 22% 11‘
Proportion having faith in German propaganda . . . 345 19%
Proportion with complete faith (or belief with | !
reservations) in National Socialism « « « o « & o 565 29% f |
Proportion denying decisive Allied material |
aupdriority................... 53% 31; " f"l
| r',' w.tl
?“_;a Proportion who are zealous or at least acquiescent ; v fﬁj 3
‘E leldi.!'l..-.c.'---.......... 66% “ﬁ \7
f. 5 :h\f s “‘;,'
VU Jd«' Proportioa devoted to Hitler or at least generally {
‘% .pproviug T P R L O T S ?6% 53% 3‘?
' {
Proportion trusting senior leaders . . + « + « « o 684 534 !
Proportion trusting or respecting immediate t
offiocrl..;................. 68% 63‘ |
Total prisoners interrogated 126 195 |

The decline has been statistically reliable in every instance except in /
 trust and respect for immediate officorltéy =

The numerical percentage decline on the various items is not as illuminat~
ing as is the proportionate decrease. For example, faith in vietory, or
at least a stalemate was so low early in July that a numerical drop of 11%
(from 22j to 11%) actually constituted a 504 decline, The proportionate
decrease in morale on each item is shown belows

Proportionate

~decrease
Belief in German victory + « « + « o 50% J
Approval of National Socialism . . .  48% 1
Faith in German propaganda « . « . . 445 3
Denial of Allied material superiority 421 ' ]
Zealous or acquiescent soldiers . . 335 |
Faith in Hitler LR T T ST S S 30% ]
Trust in senier leaders e ®» * 8 v ® 2‘% l
Trust/respect of immediate officers L]

) Greatest proportionate drops 15 gorale occured in belief in victory, Rutionni
o ) Socialism, and German propaganda. T . : -
(> (Bromest Gouoa fonisoman {oitl s wne SLRQ tn hair offprenne m&m;

A]
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THE DECLINE MAY HAVE SET IN BEFORE JULY + + «

Evidence on this point is scanty. Comparison of prisoners captured in June
and July is difficult because of the varying caliber und function of divi-
gions met. Most of the June prisoners were captured in Cherbourg, and were
generally low class units. The worale of the combatent troops capiured
later around Carentan was found to be higher -- not because German morale
had gone up == but undoubtedly because of the static character of the troops
gtationed in the Cherbourg ares.

It is extremely desirable, therefore, to find some comparable basis for measuring
morale during June and July. There were actually no itroops in Cherbourg

of the same caliber ae those deployed in the Carentan-St. Lo region. The
nearest approach to strict comparability seemed to be among the paratroop-

ers. But even there, at least half the parachutists captured in Cherbourg

were from Ausbildung (training) regimenis, and are not considered as high

class as the others,

Nevertheless, even with this fairly unsatisfactory comparison, the results
show in most instances a steady decline in morale from June to the early
part of July. This difference might have been even greater had the Cher-
bourg parachutists been from ecrack regiments. The groups are small, but
the decreases are sufficiently consistent to be impressive.

The attitudes of paratroopers on the same eight morale measures is shown
belows

Eaﬁly Late
Attitude June guly duly
Belief in a German victory or stalemate . « « 417 38% 29%
Bolief in Gorman propagands « » « « o » » o ¢ 90f  50% 39%
Denial of decisive Allied material superiority 74j 594 51% |
ipproval of National Socialism . + o « « v o  T4f 76% 585 ;
Zealous or acquiescent 80ldiers « « o« « +» o o 895 80j% 69%
Falth 40 HItAer « o o o o s o s ¢ s o o o o @ 865 905 T4%
Trust in senior leaders . « « « « « o o » o o 89 145 155
Trust or respect for immediate officers . . . 925 61% 53%

Total number of prisoners 21 42 45
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MORALE DROPPED IN ALL TYPES OF UNITS . + »

Further evidence that the decline in morale during June was bona {ide, is
the fact that it was possible to compare certain units for the two periods.
In practically every instance, eash unit showed a drop.

In spite of the smell number of cases on which comparisons were possible
for the two time periods, the consistency of the decline lends credence to
the findings,

Paratroopers were head and shoulders above other [ighting uniits in
nearly sll aspects of morale, and among them decreases were slight,

Late in July the Panzer Lehr Division prisoners were higher than
the infantry on the measured morale factors, but were still consi-
derably lower than the paratrcopers.

Although the infantrymen were consistently lowest in morale, there
were some differences in morale between the two divisions compared.
The 275th seemed to be higher than the 35ird Division on practi-
cally every measure,

Thé average of the eight morale questions for each unit on which it was pos-
sible to make comparisons for early and late July was as follows:

"Aversage
~morale”
353rd Infantry Division 4hy,
20%
275th Infantry Division 56% |
247
Panzer Lehr Division 505 ‘ J \
288 VLA *
Paratroopers 667
56 VLD
Barly in Juy [_] Late in July

The iigures on which the above averages were calculuted are shown on the
next page.

It is interesting that the proportion of colder men found in each unit late
in July was related to the amount of decrease in morale.

Men over 30
Greatest decrease - Z75th Infantry Division .« « + « » 475
in morale ' 353rd Infantry Division o+ « « « 38%

Panger Lehr Di'iﬂion e * 0 0 o e » 30%

Least decrease in # Paratroopers « « « « « o + + « o o O
morale
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COMPARISON OF MORALE MEASURES EARLY AXD LATE IN FULY BY DIVISON, . .

Infand Parae
3rd 275th Panger troope

Dive  pPiv, ~  lehr = ers

th rmen viet g
18% 18% 15% 38%
5 6 8 29
182 k2 - Lo% 50%
10 €13 16 39
55% 60% 50% 763
%19 «18 *18 58
ai hat Alli terial
superjority is dewisive '
Larly July - 35% 63% 55% 572
iete July 16 #16 #22 49
selous or ae scent soldiers
: Herly July 47% (4 65% 80%
Lete July 21 832 *37 69
Favorehle to- Hitler ' %
 Barly July 65% 78% - 70% 907
Late July 38 #47 33 ¥74
Trust in senior leaders : : ‘
farly July 561 78% S
Lete July 42 #i1 52 75
Trust in immediate officers '
Eerly July 597 467 4z ?.
late July 230 21 35 5%
AVERAGE OF EIGHT qﬁmrxons
Larly July Wz 567 50% , 66%
late July ‘ 20 #2) .28 56 |
TOTAL KUMBER OF PRISONERS
Early July 17 27 20 42

Late July - 21 45 27 45

sDifference is statistically relisble (e.g., the stenderd deviation of the
‘difference is equal to 2,0 sigma),

“Phis is the only imstence out of the 37 comperisona (eight questions for
each of four different types of unitsd in wiich tiere wes no drop.
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APPAERNDIX

During July, 365 standardiszed reports of individual interrogations were re-
ceived by the Intelligence Section of the Psychological Warfare Division.

Rates of capture

The dates of capture of these 365 prisoners divided the group naturally into
two groups for purposes of comparison, as may be seen in the following tables

. [P 3 ¢ 's and
~officers Seldiers Total
July 1 to 4 13 22 35
5 to 8 19 15 34
9 to 12 12 84 96
13 to 16 - 4 4
17 to 20 5 il oo
TOTAL FOR EARLY JULY 44 126 170
July 21 to 24 - - - ?
25 t0 28 Lo lﬁ_ m. ic
TOTAL FOR LATE JULY 0 195 195
TOTAL NUMBER 44 321 365
Qfficers were omitted

Because no officers were either interrogated or captured with the late July

. group, the few officers were omitted from the earlier group so that the com-

parisons could be made for the two purts of the month on fairly comparable
groups of men,

Ihe groups compared |
;

The basis of this report is, therefore, a comparison of the 126 private sol- /
diers captured July 20th or before, most of whom were captured between July
9th and 12th in the general Carentan and 5t. Lo erea -- with 195 men capiured

from July 25th and 20th, all of whom came from the 5t. Lo region. .
Militery units represented |
Paratroopers Largely 3rd Div. 9th Reg. 42 Largely 5th Div., 14th Reg.

and misc. jrd Div, regi-

},ﬁ}\},,‘ BNt & o o & 4 2 s 2 8 e ‘5
‘(u}x v Panger Lehr Division « + ¢ o » &« 20 Lehr Division .+« + « s o & 27
| Infantry 353rd Infantry Division . 17 353rd Infantry Division . 21

| (largely 942nd Regiment) (largely 942nd Regiment)
| 275th Infentry Division . 27 275th Infantry Division . 45
| (largely 984th Regiment) (largely 983rd & 985th) :
265th Infantry Division . 16 206th Infantry Division . 57

(Largely 894th Regiment) (largely 897th Regiment)

i\

77th Infantry Division . 4

i o Total - 126 195
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EXPOSURE TO ALLIED LEAFLETS

Date of Capture Place of Capture Percent who Total Number Percent believ-
saw leaflets of Ps/W ing contents of
leaflets (Based
on number who
saw leaflets)

June 26 - 28 B Cherbourg 77 363

July 1 - 17 From Carenton to St.Lo 69 ) ' 155

Juiy 26 - 27 St. Lo 84 ; 4 165 76
Aug 1 - 10 From St. Malo to Le Mans 24 160 37
Sept Western Front 30 : 634 45
Oct 15 - 19 : '~ Aachen 64 603 63
BEarly Nov lst U.S. Army Front 80 315

Dec 15 - 31 1; 3; 9, US Army Fronts 66 108 By 78
Jan 1 - 31 A n 69 A ke 75
Feb 1 - 28 : " 87 328 : S

March 1 - 15 " 90 110 79




; sodswi Ledo?  odw JmeoxeT- emdqald Yo eoslq
B ad o gul w\ed 10 = sdellsel wse - :

PR btul) adellsel | N i B | » |
ag: - ofw Tedmun o o e 3t | i ; - e N
{edellsel wes 5N a Fa .,

, aet f o e ol.38 od modnersd mbt'l' ' L -Iftm R i

By h TR WENRERE A N ol .92 P R
vE " ear | a8 | eneit e o7 olaM .38 mor¥ of ~ I -

U 288 08 ¢ | $oorY mredeew
PR O Y T e _;a S Y O eieak 0% o
Bt 08 | #mort vitA 8. $af '
v | ' emr | e ' | etnory ymuev e Y2 8 - &
: g : e A e & " ®odn Iaf;iﬁfﬂﬁtﬁ
ok, oRERUE g LT SR R T B | es-rden
o oLt ' e ot 3 .l . R I doze

gl‘




	janowitzm-0002-020-001
	janowitzm-0002-020-002
	janowitzm-0002-020-003
	janowitzm-0002-020-004
	janowitzm-0002-020-005
	janowitzm-0002-020-006
	janowitzm-0002-020-007
	janowitzm-0002-020-008
	janowitzm-0002-020-009
	janowitzm-0002-020-010
	janowitzm-0002-020-011
	janowitzm-0002-020-012
	janowitzm-0002-020-013
	janowitzm-0002-020-014

