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FIS 34 | . CONFIDENTIAL  Biebrich, 24 October 1945

-

INTRCDUCTION

B T L B S

In 1939 Darmstadt was a city of 335, OO_pe:sogiz seat

——

e tﬁﬂ Land Hessen government It nad doub]ed in population

since the turn of the century, and although prlmarlly an. adminis-

“trative center, was steadily expandlng 1t‘ 1noustr1al base and

was'fa?idly absorbing a number of towns formerly on its outskirts.

It was a three to one Protestant, middle-class, family city;
~— <

only 4000 persons are listed in 1939 as single-person hcuseholds.

Comfortably housed except for the picturesque but slum~like
dwellings in the Altstadt, the population was overwhelmingly
white-collar; 17 per cent of its gainfully employed, for example,
were civil servants., It possesséd a greater-than—average collec-

tion of cultural and historical monuments.

After a series of minor air raids a full seale explosive

and 1ncen31arv attack on the nlgnt of ll'Sebtember 1944, wiped
......... /

out about threpnfourths of th@ citv. mhe follow1ng pages are

- *'-~_,.~.--~_.—~Q.....___.._.~_____/——"—_’f
an attcmpt to describe the conditions under which the Darmstadters

who survived the raid and the war are living in what remains o
of their city, and to outline their psycholosical reactiqns to
these conditions and to the future.

For about six weeks, beginning in mid-August, a team of
0SS and ICD investigators interviewed Darmstad is Military

Government and German civilian leaders, sampled and questioned

the population at large, consulted whatever records were salvaged

CONFIDENTIAL
For details of the sampling procedure, see aprendix.




FUEE o  CONFIDENTIAL - 2,
from the wreckage, and prodded overworkeduéify bfficials

to put together what statistics they had collected since
occupation. VThéré‘afé gaps in the picture which has emerged
from this pryiﬂg, soﬁe.of them due to the limitations of timeé
and manpower;vbﬁt most of the things which we do not know ére
uqknowable“aftef‘five years of war and the September raid;

In addition to freguent consultations with 0SS in the

period when the stnudy was being formuleted, ICD undertook the

Q_.l

1) Individual interrogntions of = samp i

2) A questionnaire study of youth ﬁttwtnﬂes.

3) 4 corpanion questionnaire study of adult “+t¢+u4hs.
4) ~tion of 30 Nazis who had been

A specinl interrog
dismissed by MG.
5) A shert survey of the patterns of beh-vior of youth
not aettending school.

Cormpiling and editing the report was done by 0SS5, which

n

sunes final responsibility for infterpretations nade Pro fhe

hough these were in gene ] chbck
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and approvaed by ICD analysts. Some o7 the ICD noterial has

alrandy been published in their weekly renorts in essantislily

the seme  TOop 28" 1% appérnrs here. This applies particularly
to The -Segtions on denszification, o religion, oanéd -on.group
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1. "HYSICAI CGVDITIOVS

" As in nearly every Gefman'community; thé primary-faetor

'conditibniné'all‘life in present-day Darmstadt is the physical

destrfiction 1eft"by the war., This destruction has produced a

critical housing shortage; it greatly complicates the production

and distribution of essential commodities like food, fuel and

clothing; to a somewhat lesser extent, it affects the functioning

of ﬁﬂﬁiic'utilitiéé,iBeyond actual physical damage, the war and

1ts aftermath are vividly reflected in the physical and mental

health of the pepulation, in the strueture of home ahd family,

'and in the condition and activity of industrial’ concerns trade
 unions,vchurchéé, schools and political erganizations, All

: eéonbmic;'SoCial and political phenomena in Darmstadt today

" are diréotly reélated to the ceaseless and univers#l-pre-

'oééupation'With prevailing vhysical conditiong{”. -3

PP P.IO"USING “AND RECONSTRUCTIGN:

0f all the formidable Droblems fac1ng the city of Darmstadt,

probably none is more urgent than that of housin Flfty -five
per cent of the city's pre-war dwelling units are totally

o o—

vgggfrbyéd or‘beyond repéir. Of the remainder, only 38'per cent

e «

will be habitable during the winter months without emergency

repairs. .

The hou51ng shortage has already rpsvltad in serious

?C1v111an vyveEr-trowding.,- Flftyweeven per cent of the c1ty S

-cﬂltolinnq-iaitnipb‘«gn

$ & - st e e e CONFID ‘N’T‘_‘[Ai . e
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pre-\ar population is living 1n 41 . per cent oP the 01ty's

rerwar dvelllng space. This avereges out to 4,7 persoms per
2 RSO o w225 s Kkl

f.dwelling unit now, compareq with 3.3 in 1939, and to 1, % persons
. MRt ded A 3 e POF

per- room nov, combared \1th 1. 1 in 1939

e e ™

There can te little doubt that Darmstadt's housing problem
Will get ‘worse bcfore it gets better The ‘emergency repair
. program, hamvered by shortages of materials, of transport and
to some excant of skiiled‘iabor, is proceeding slowly, and
certainly will be far from finished when cold weather sets in,
There seems little proepect'ef quick relief through evacuation
of American troops, displaced persons and ex-prisoners of war
- now occupying consi derable dw elling space, - Meanwhile, returning
German refugees and PWs are swelling the city's population by
,“l,OOO‘to‘Z,OOO'per month, The outlook. for the coming winter
is eertainly one.of'acute housing hardship,_wbich could develop
into a public health and perhepsdalso into a public safety

problem,

' The Statistics

SAT

The real implicatioﬁs of widespread housing destruction
-sueh as exists in Darmsfadt can be.expressed mést accurately,
if somewhat undramaiically, in terms of figurés, "Here is the
statistical framework of Dermstadt's housing problem:

Population, August 1945 Sl aua e e e 65,644

Popu:l.ation 1939'40 B TS Ry R Ss GRLr I S o 115 653
Population increase, July-August 1945 ceegocrvcone 1,144

CONEIDENTIAL
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Number of dwelling units habitable or repailrable,
August 1945 .......'............."...'. 15184
Numbér Of dWéllingvuni$$5?l939r49 eseceecvsadovcr00e 00 34 692

“Number of rooms habitable or repairable, August 1945 47,000
Number of rooms, 1939—40 s T R I e A 076

Number of dwelling units totally destroyed eseecces 19,208

Number of rooms totally destroyed seesesssssccsccss 58 000
Dwelling units occupiled, repair= necessary for
o ' \lntPr nee ce 00060 e e ssLeIOYSEEIPIPBOOEBOROLECDE 8 021
Room occupied, repairs necessary for winter use ... 24,¢57
Dwelling units- occuoled, repairs UNNecessary seeose 54979
Rooms occuplad, repairs unnocessary NGl S eheis s 18 243
Dwelling units unoccupied but rnpa&rable td oA 1,484
Rooms unoccupied but reoalrablﬁ T R O gy 2 Y 4 500

" Reguisitioned:Dwelling Space

A con°1dnrablﬂ drain on Darmstudt's remaining housing is
_reoresented by American rOOps blllptnd in and around the eity,
As of m1d~Sdptembor, th eae were estimated to number 8,709 in

the StadtKrels and Landkreis combln@d Army authorities had

no exact data on the amount of dwelllng space that had been
requisitioned for these tfgééé;:’ﬁowever, it is certain that
oecupying ﬁroops are not so érowded as the average civilian
family? and it seems likely that the space noﬁ set aside for
miiitafy use would be.sufficient to shelter at least 10,000
civilians., It may be assumed, moreover, that none of this
housing is In need of repair.

- Military requisitioning has been a problem not only because
of the actual amount of sﬁéce consumed,.but also because of the
rather haphazard way in wﬁicﬁlfhe process was cerried out.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Unit commanders, naturally anxious to secure good shelter for

their- men, frequently requlsitloned considerable numbers of

>
.....

1qtera1 bas1s and HIthout notlfying anyone, This tendency has

been a constant problem for the local MG detwohmont which has

I g
....

-
-".

A

Jean to keeo essentlal persons - government officials, doctors,

key 1ndustrja1 ”orkers, etc. -- adequately housed

.
.
.
e

S
..
Fola L

'.,‘

of Wér'rescued‘from German hands>when the nmerican troops took
overs The bulk oF these ro Ghout é,OobuﬁoiiSh and Yugoslav
ex-PWs and about 2,100 Polish.DPs -- are housed in two large
camps on the outskirts of the city; themfemainder, all Polish
- DPs, are scattered through the city in small groups. Roughly
half of the Tolish DPs are willing to be returned to their
: homeland; the rest of the group resists transfer to territory
1 oW in Russian hands, Ho%ever, prospeets of housing relief for
-Darmstadt civilians through evacuation of DPs and ex-PWs are
- extremely smail; barracks at the two camps are badly over- ;
qrowded, end'hélfkthexspace nov occupied by Polish DPs will be

. unfit for winter habitation.

Emergency Repairs

As may be seen from these figures, the notential housing

CONFIDENTIAL
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relief from any emergency repair program in Darmstadt, howevgf
efficient or successful, is sharply Iimited. . If every presently
unoccupied but reﬁairable dwelling unit in the city were méde
habitable for winter, shelter would be provided, at the current
overcrowded rate of 1;5 parsons per room, for only some 6,750
persons, or about as many returning refugees and PWs as may be
expected to arrive between'ﬁow and next spring. In poinﬁ éf
fact, Darmstadt's emergency repair program is proceeding éo
slowly that overcrowding appears likely to increase réther ﬁhan
diminish during the“hext six months; the number of persons
foreed to move from quafters they now occupy, but which will be
uninhabitable in winter, probably will exceed. the number of
those whose dwellings will be repaired in time for cold weather,
plus those.who can be move d into presently -uninhabited but
repairable units, No exact flgures on repair progress could

be obtained; the most accurate estimate aoﬁearﬁd to be that of

an official of the Wohnungsamt who said thaf at the outside

50 to 100 dwelling units were being repaired each month.
Darmstadt's repair program cof off to a slow start because

the immense amount of essemtial clearlng-up pre-empted most of

the available labor and transport facilities for several months

during the summer, so that housing repair hardly began in

u]

earnsst more than a few weeks before the approach of cold weather,
Since then, the primary limiting factor has been scarcity of

building materials. Virtually all such supplies have been

CONFIDENTIAL
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frozen under control of the U.S. Army, and the competing demands
of military units and other badly hit German cities, plus slow-
moving Army administrative mechine, -have made 1t extremely
difficult for the suthorities in Darmstadt to acquire even a
portion of the materidls needéd for minimum emergeney repairs,
An estimate of supplies nseded for this program drawn up
by the German civil authoritiés shortly after the occupation,‘
though nroboblf ‘somewhat Daﬁﬂcd in rélation to real mlnlmum
requirements, glves an idea of the size and complexity of th@
building meterials problem:
6 ,256 ecubie méters-of Tumer
6 266 tong of iron
2 052 tons of cement
24 8?0 sacks of calcium
3,?1? C bricks
; & 371 cubic me to s of gravel
318, 820Méquer4 meters of asphalt cork board
1,434 300 ﬁiles' Skl
lC squsre meters of roofing slates
) 165'square meters of zinc
5 ,250 square meters.of lirht bullding plates
374 100 pumice roof plates
- 323 1680 square meters of glass
15,?AO kilograms of putty
Accerding to the sdme -estimate , these emergehcy repairs
would consume 1,146,907 men-days of labor and would cost a
total of RM 23,846,289 -~ Rl 20,246,289 for wages and RM
3,600,000 for materials. :

Proposed Eviction of Nazis

The Cerman govarnment of Hessen has adopted and submitted
to MG a law under which "all rooms as well as household furnish-+

CONFIDENTIAL
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ings' $till in' thesbands of members of NSDAP, the S5, the SD, .
of members of the SA before 1 April 1933, and of-officials of
NSDAP* organizations ¢onld immediately be confiscated, - Discre-

tion would rest largely with the QOberbuergermeister or Landrat,

but the Land c1v11 admlnlstratlon could compel the evietion of
cortaln cqtegorlﬁs of Nazis == Pﬂrty or SA members before

1 Aprll 1933, pevsons decorated with the Golden P?rty Bedge

or. the Blutorden, Party officials from Blocklelter up, SS or SD

mﬁmbors, and officials of Iarty organizations.

' P”operty seized under this law would . pre sumably be distri-
butcd ahong non=Nezi citizens s no provision is made for housing
the evicted Nazis. No estimate was gvailgble of how much
dwelling space might be secured in this way. In any geso. 1t

!

is ﬂuﬂtful.whﬂthor tbo scheme mlll rACﬂlvo +he necessary

-----
- = Beie

approval. = .. ] G R Sl

............

Long-Range'Rébuilding ----- R

o

Beyond the emergency repair program, uerman offlclals have
drawn up ambitious plans for the complete rebuilding of Darmstadt

larpely as it existed before the war, and the MG Stadt - detach-

ment anhounced late in September that work Wad: started on this
projeét; e 2
The first step in this job will have to be that of

clearing away the rubble. 2% 1,000,000

cubic MGt@rs ff rubbla T@W“ln in- ‘the czty, of which about

-—

100, O”O cublc meters are sa1Vfgeq51“ for repa 1rs~and rebuilding.

I

CCNFIDENTIAL i
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To remove the remainaer will take 300,000 man-days and will
cost RM 7,500,000, '

Total reconstruction.of Darmstadt will réquire Popaly aF -
replacement of 16,573 buildings, in the following categories;;_?,

o B .Heavy ~ Medium Light
‘Destroyed Damage Damage Damage .. TOTAL

Houses 4,178" A9 637 . 34959 -, 8,293
Commercial and : » :

Industrial 791 g5 it SRS ' 450 14929
Establishments ; ; o !

Public Buildings 58 23 21 23 125
TOTALS ’ '5,027 o malB 771 4,032 10,573"."

Cost of the total reconstruction program is set at
RY 700,000,000, broken down as follows: '

Hensing replacoments ..sssessssnssssss BN 358,000,000

Housing revairs ST R S e U 85,000,000
Industrial reconstruction ceeeceeeecsss 210,000,000
Public building replacements .e.eeeeeee 47,000,000

B, FOOD, FUEL, AND CLOTHING

In addition to shelter, keeping fed, warm and clothed
-will be constant énd critical problems for the vast majority
of Darmstadt's populétion throﬁghout the coming winter, Even.
in mid-summer, the low quantityand quality of food ratidns
was having an effect on the health of -the population, and
cold weather will aggravate the problem of adequate noﬁrishmehf.‘
By early autumn, less than oné—fifth of the--city's estimated
minimum requirements of fuel wood had been cut, Glothing

CONFIDENTIAL oo 0 0



FIS 34 CONFIDENTIAL 3¢ W

stocks on hand were far below normal demand for a community
of 65,000 persons. Although{a rather large number of stores
- existed 1n ﬁhe‘city, the.extreme scarcity of consumer goods
made retall trade v1rtually non-ex1stent"food was the only
commodity 1n whlch there was regular day-to-day commerce,
.and whlch was covered by a complete rationing system.

Food: Since the establishment of MG in Darmstadt,

practically every type of food except fresh vegetables and
fruit has been subgect to strlct rationing. Daily rations

for normal consumers since that' time have varied between 900
.and 1, 250 calories, In the four-week-ratlon period ending

von 10 August the ration provided for an -average daily consump-
tlon amounting to 1 O3O calories for adult normal consumers,
Who include 45,256‘of the 68,372 German civilians holding

food cards issued by the Darmstadt authorities. Somewhat smaller
rations were allowed for the smallsst’ children, and for persons
_.1orov1d1ng a portlon of their reouirevents by keeping small
»anlmals, supplemental ratlons for ‘growing: children, pregnant
and nur81ng mofhers, heavv workers (who numbered 4 441) and

: very heavy workers (Who numbered only 41), The calory value

of all foods ratloned, calculated ‘on an average daily intake

‘basis, was as LOllOWS for these groupss

Pregnant and nursing mothers =~ 1,195 calories
Hoavy workers S 1,295 calories
Very heavy workers e 1,520 calories

o

* CONFIDENTIAL
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.

The exceedingly slim diet provided by the ra+ion is
poorly balanced; approximately thrée- fourths of the calorles
are provided by bread and potatoes. The approximate amounts

of food avallable.daily for consumption by the normal consumers -

in the ration period undef:oonsideration were as follows:lﬁ
Potatoes ; B 357 grams
Bread ! ~ L e . 215 grams
Meat (all kinds) L 7 O pE et i
Fat (butter,emargafin, lard and oils) >11 grams
Cheese and kurds ; 9 grams
Artificial -honey el 36 grams

plus verv srall amounts of skimmed milk, noodles or

beans, ersatz coffee and cocoa powder.

Small quantities of marmelade, sugar and eggs were issued :
during previous ration perlods, but a deteriorating suﬁply’"
position forced their deletioh from the 1list. Whole milk was: . .-
reserved for- children under'éix and pregnant and nursing mothers.

In general, acooroiﬁgbto the Darmstadt authoritiee, fooq. : .
SUPplieS,'whilevunoerfain”and'unéventin their arrival in the
city, have»been,sufficiehtlio»meet the ration sceies set;ftTher
policy of the provincial food authorities has beeﬁ to fix
ration levels at scales.fﬁet'ooﬁld-be‘met._ Some dlfflculties
were encountered. 1n supplvlng the-full potato ratlon earlier -
in the summer, and recelpts of meat have been uncertaln. = & 3

|
about 28 1/3 grams are equal to 1 ounce; about 453 1/2 equal
one pound.

CONFIDENTIAL
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nas been necessary to provide hors: meat in order to fill all

ration reoulrement5°’aa an inducement to acceot horse meat,

e L o - VORI R

. .- double the ratlon-welght is orov1ded to those who will take it.

As in most German c1t1es, the queues in front of Darmstadt
- food shops are an acceoted pert of Gaily llfe, official aware-
ness..of . this haQ resulted in the issuance of special queue- .
priority cards for pregnant women. In addltion, i Lsuallv
necessary to make a tour of a number of small stores before §
~the complete ratlon has been acquired. Of the persons in the ﬂﬁi
.sample who Were resoonsible for shopping, é?lper cent said that g
they. Spent 2.0y more hours daily in the seerch for food and |
other neceSC1tles, and 20 per cent spent 3 or more hours dally. ;

In thits ourenidl,

Supplemental food supplies

Diets in Darmstadt have been supplemented since the
occupation from-accumulated household reserves, unrationed food,
home production’snd ‘ths black market. Taken all together, it is

 estimated that food from all of these -sources may at present

" “increase the average per capita consumption by as much as 200

to 300 calories pé# day. ~Qualitatively, the contribution of
“unrationed foods to thé diet has been of.the greatest signifi- .
"édhcé; since it has ‘been made up in large measure of fresh

- fruits and vegetablés, poultry and dairy oroducts, and limite@:

" amounts of meat. i

' Data afe 1ot at hand to*indicate the :importance of

T
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:t'accumulated7honsehold reserves of‘food. - Immediately following
Bombings, and at the time of occupation, therc was a certain
; amount of lootlng of warehouses and freight cafs, and it is

Aprobable that substantlal quantities of food ohanged hands in
thls_fashion. These, together with supplies carried foward
frem pre-occupation times, probably permitted a felatively high
ievelAnf consumption in the first two or three months of the
occupation, but are by now generali& depleteds’

Throughout the summer, limited quantities -of fresh fruit
and vegetables reached the city. Some supplies wére obtained
by tne municipal food authorities and were distributed through
established retail outlets to special categories of conSuﬁeré
entitled to extra rations. Other supplies were obtalned by ;
green-grocers. for general Sdlb, while there was also a con31der- .
able amount of sale by hucksters.‘ A very 1mportant source of '
fresh vegetables has been from the home gardens kent Withln '
the city of Darmstadt-ltself No less than 15 600 vegetable.
gardens, ranglng in size up te 1/2 hectare, were kept a0 1045, :
as compared with 22,750 tabulated in the census of 1939. gt
Considering the extent or" bomb damagc o r051dent1al areas,
this constitutes a remarkab1e achlevement. roughly three.out '
of every four fanllles in Darmstadt had a garden ;n_l945,fa'
higher proportion than was the case,in{pre4weritine;. Less
than one-tenth as many households keep rebb§£§f‘éﬁieken5 or
goats. In the last year or two, the numver of chickens kept

CONFIDENTIAL
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has decllned because of the difficulty of obtaining feecd; on
the other hand, there has been a marked increase in the raising
of rabblts,.and 1n the fattenlno of a hog or two by city. ‘
fam ]11es._ Among th latter, 4t nas been the practice to buy .
a Diglet in February or March feed it ‘at First with: goat'
hllk, and then try +o fatteh 1% for slauvghteér ir:late fall or .
early w1nter. ' i

The black market thus far has made & comparatively unimport—
ant contrlbutlon to the food supply of the city, and is.less. |
in ev1dence than in most cities of comparable or greater size
in the western occunied zones. Local officials have suggested
that the uestructlon of res1dentnel property has-been so great
in Darmstadt that most of the local population’ have no goods;
to barter in return for food, and. that armnrs, insge ntral, 2
are not interested in selling for. cqsh on the blacV market.
Whatever the cause, there is no open, orgunlzed hisck market.
Persons with rdélatives or friends- in thr country are able to-
bring in food from time to time, and a llmlted amuunt of direct
barter between citizens of. the c1ty and farmers in the v101n1ty
is taking place.

Differéntistion in Consumption Levels

Differentiations in consumntlon, other than those establish- }\
ed in the official ration ccales, ere, on the whole, much less /

marked than ‘would be the case in a typlcal Amerlcan 01ty of

T

P
comparable size. Prlces are rlgldly controlled, and no one is

———
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unable to afford what he is permltted to buy on hlS ratlon
card. On the other hand those w1th plenty of money flnd 1t
difficult to purchase extra goods vith 1t The really wealthy

man in present-day Darmstadt is the one WhO, for one reason

or another, has access to one or more good sources of supplement—, )

al food supply. The arlstocrats, perhaps, are those eﬂployed
by the various Army unlts in the eity and furnlshed one or

more meals daily as part of thelr pay.; Next in the scale, :

\Xare those with friends or relatlves close by in the country,

from whom a small but steady flow of food comes in. Next are

\\J those who keep a few chlckens, rabbits and perhaps a goat or

]

s

cow, and who have a home gsrden as vell. Those w1th gardens
only would be lower on the scale, While at the bottom of the
ladder would be those thse only chsnce to obtaln food comes
with the occasional opportunlty to bqrter some household
possessions, or work for a farmer in return for food

Physiological effects

The most noticeable efféet thus far of:thefnestrict@ﬂ*f-ﬁ;l?""

——

consuﬁptioﬁ-ef feod in Darmstadt has been a 51gn1flcant and .

- ;L_ﬁ/
general loss of body welght among the populatlon.“ Otherw1se,

S NS SS PUSPIBER

rcllnlcal manllestatlons o? mclnutrltlon, notably oedema and

other deficiency dlseases, ha 2 rot thus far appear d 1n :

e -

significant degrce. Thc dlsruptlon of normal economic llfe

‘has made it impossible to obtain data on which to compare

present as compared with previous ca acity to perform various
I I Y P
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kinds of workj; however, public health officials are convinced
thet, in general, normal strength and vitality have been
considéfébly weakened, and that the popu}atlon is not as fit,
as alert, and as capable of sustalned effort today as 1t o
six months ago. The only counter-agent to the decllne 1n ‘
nourishmen%;ﬁéccordlng to leading physicians, is the tremendous J'
decrease iﬁvﬁervous tension owing to the end of the war andl‘
especially the air raids, resulting in many cases in an'actuall- \Q’
improvemenﬁ in health, despite the low-ealory dist, |

With the normal seasonal decline in the availability'of'
fresh fruits, vegetables and dairy products in prospect, and
with less favorable weather, the populﬂtion.facgsra seriousl |
sithation(if the ration remains at present levels, or.is raised»
only énoﬁgh'to maintain the present level of consumption of
rationed and unrationed food. "

The Market

Retail food cstablishments, while reduced in huﬁb@r and '’
in volume.ofvﬁuggnesé handled, are opernt:ng on a more ndrmal :
basis -than any other importént type of rotail bu51nfss nstablish-”
ment, In August 1945, 352 retail food storeu of various
kinds were open for business, as compared with 842 in 1940,
These_figureg,relate to separate stores rather than to business
concerns; 3pné_large consumer co-oper;\;riv~ Which was taken:’
over by the DAF af er. 1923 rLnd is now und@r a trustoeship, 1§

currently operwtlng some 20 retail fooﬁ ctor*s of various” tybes.

34 ccwwzbEvaAL o
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Breoken down-on the basis of the kind of product handled the

number of stores at-the two perlods were as follows. =

1940 1045°
Bakeries . o e o 1 ;wﬂ! H 143 i '”43'5'
Bakeries with a sidef1ine,of_g#?¢¢?iés | g 2
Conifectdeners .3 o ru ,' 1; D .‘ 8 % .
Butcher shops: . - woew &, . | ’jd' ' 152 L 55
Fruit and vegetable markets Nithul %0 ' og
WERPREIR o T I e , .70, a2

The stores now. present a very different appearance than
in 1940, Perhaps the most striking feature of all of them is

the lack of variety in the goods for sale. This is particularly . -

noticeable in the still immaculate butcher shops and in - R

bakeries. Butcher shOps visited in August generally had. not 4
more than 50 to 100 kilos of all types .of meat on hand no |
mutton, lamb or pork - only ‘be€k or horsemeqt, some ground
meat, and Varlous klnds of suusage, 1liverwurst, blutvurst
bologna and Sﬂlami B—kerles lacked the  cookies,. cakes and

tarts of forner tlmes -- only Schwarzbrot and rolls, both made

from flour milled at & ratio of about 95 per cent, and hence .

dark und contalning a hlgh per centage of bran, Fruit and |

vegetable stores had potatoes in quantlty, cabbages, and

(depending on the cenergy of thempropnietor) small quantltles

of other vegctables, and perhaps a few sacks of poorly graded
CONF_DENTIAL
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f Exeept for vegetables,‘eil commodities are sold on the
:ba51, of a rlgid system of refion controls, the mechanical

b031s for Whlch is a CONDllCJtLd coupon system, the numbered

A_:‘ﬂnd 1ettered coupons each belng exohangeable only. for &

specifiad amount of a specially de51gnﬁted commodity,.  -The
grcounons surrendered to retailers are forwarded pe¥iodically
Ato wholnsale outlets, Whlch relcase ‘commoditiésd té retailers
,on tho b951s of thc number of coupons forwarded Lthe whole

coupon accounting system be*ng under the ultimate: supervision

and control of the munici pel Ernaehrun?slﬁgL

: Restﬁurants

~© Of ‘some ‘60-0or 70 restaurants which existed befdéé'the

‘war, 2} ‘are left-in the city of. Darmstadt B, in Permstadt—

Eberstadt, and 2 in qunstadt-Arhcllgen. CF th 21 restaurants

“iwhich’ now deal through the: Ernaehrungsemt, only two were
" s1ightly¥ or not at all damaged by the war. bV the var. These

‘are the "Zur: Krone" and “Ratski’ler" re staurants. All others

have either been moved to the cellar, next door to thelr

x orlglnal location, oy to some other temporery &uerters.

' é All restaurants denand that the’ customcrs surrender food
stamps for thc food thejrconsume, Until a saort time ago,
they hed what they GA1I&d° "Feee meals", which consisted of
soup, potatoes, perhaps cooked apnles,“and a glass of beer,
However, at the present time no meal is served without either

- CONFIDENTIAL
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2]

meat, fat or potatces, 21l of which cost.' points. Germans
may, if they so desire, exchange a certain amount of -their

food stamps from the orlglnel ration book into travel and

<7

restaurant coupons at the Ernachrungsamt, for the puroose of

obtalnlng stamps with smaller deriominations. :
There are no chain restaurants in’ Darmstadt The.only
restaurants now in exlstenee~are~pr3vctely owned and‘operated
There is no help problcm in:Darmstadt restaurants, since most
of them are small enough.to be handled bV thHe owner and hls

famlly.

Nearly all TS staurants serve  lunch only, though most

in addltlon, sell beer at off hours. The Hotel Bender, the

fsr S

only hotel now available to civilians, serves three meﬁls \ ,

i e

a day. It and another restaurant cater to Americans who

bring their own retions with them. A few serve dinners only.

.

Altogether, from 1, 500 to 2, OOO meals are served daily” in e

Darmstadt restaurants. 'Menus are generally seVerely restricted

to a s1mple table d'hote serv1ng.' Fancy food. is. not- available,’

nor are good wines, so thut ell restaurants are pretty much

on a level, though divided into throe cla 1sses. accordlng to:

the prlcesﬂcharged for meals." One black market restaurant

is reported which offersﬁeicellent meals atpvery‘stq.f?ﬁ-yprlce‘sf.~

Lo

Town and Country. -~

A partlal explanutlon for the lack of varlety in the

food avalleble in Dermstadt lies in “the tremendous decline

 CONFIDENTIAL
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in thg.long distance movement of food supplies all over Germany,
from areas of spacislized production to centers of consumption
everywheres This has meant that all cities héve had to draw
their supplies, to a greater extent than before, from their
peripheral arcas, and toc compensate for the shortage or lack
of products previously obtained from more distant areas, by
consuming more of ths locally grown products which in normal
times were surplus‘and grown for shipment to the outside,
For example, the difficulty that Darmstadt experlenced early
in the summer of 1945 in obtaining sufficient potatoes to meet
the ration scale zrose from the fact that in preVibus years,
potatoes in thse early scason had been obtained from the part
of Hessen to the west of the Rhihe, the Total pfoducﬁion of
carly potatoes‘being slight, Thils year, with the city's
normal source of supply under French occunsation, no potatocs
moved east of the river, - Similarly with fish -- of which none
has been available in Darmstadt since ths oceupation. In.
August negotiationsfweré openedcwith{cértain fiéhiﬁg interests'
oparating out of. North Sea ports5ﬁwhiéh offered to supply the
eity with fish, but only iﬁ return for‘phérmaceuticals or kitchen
utensils, which the authorities heve been unable to proauce
thus far, Much the ssme story ic true with other products.'
The low calory value of the Darmstadt diet springs mainly
from two other factors. First, Gormany as a whole is not

self-sufficient in food =2nd long has relird on imports for

CONFIDENTIAL
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15 per cent or more of her food consumption. ' The other and
more significant factor is ‘thet the rigid system of food’
production and delivery controls developed by the Nééis has
broken dpwnj; farmers no longer feel cobpélled to meet their
delivery quotas, =nd are even shifting their productionvaway
from high=-calory foods suitable for direct human consumption
(grain, potatoes, sugar, oil seeds) and toward fodder crops,
in order to bﬁild up their'livestock‘capital.

" In Landkreis Darmstadt, and for that matter, throughout
Hosseny the effect of these conditions is apparent iﬁ lagging
grain deliveries as compared vith last year, a 30 t0: 35 per;
cent decline in milk deéliveries, an increase in home (illegal)
butter churning, Hore'farmnslapghter of livestock, black
market deals_énd private barter, and ‘a ‘sharp falling off of
livcstockvrecéiptskat‘the Darms adf muhioipalislaughter house.
u‘For thefl3bwéeklperi0d5~28 May to 26 August, weekly receilpts
“of hogs were SC ﬁer'cent of last year's average weekly receipts,
and only.8“per cent of average;weekly'receiptg in 1939, Further-
more,,hogs were marketed atrlighter weights this year@ On :
cattle-recelpts, the 'situation was somewhatvb@tter:' less
than eiﬁht p@r cent off as cpmpaéed with last ésar, nd about
a ‘third as much as in 1939.

The denazification of the Food Administration has already

roceeded to z considerable cxtent, All Kreis 2nd Ortsbauern-

e e

3

fhrern have been dismissed, 2nd the vetting of subordinete
personnel is in progress. Following the surrender and the

CONFIDENTTIAL




FIS 34 S CONFIDENTIAL <

g Cbnsequent general disruption, the vettiné‘of ééricultural
ATﬁersonnel'has weakened the authority as well aé the administra-
tive efficicncy of the Administration. An attempt has been

nade to reestablish essentially the same control system used
?by the Nazis. Bu+ evasions hnve gone on undetected and un-
nuniqhbd, and now the ability of the Kroas food offices to
maintaln the elaborate checking system for’ settlng farm quotas
aﬁd reéording deliveries against them has ‘deteriorated. A
comﬁiﬁﬁé@ from Gross Gerau, for instance;iundértook a spot
check of livestock numbers in one village, osﬁéhéibly for the
purpose of allocating feed, and counted 430‘miik ébws, whereas
'dnly 286 had been declared in the March censusf“vln this Krels,
“'the recofd of milk deliveries has been particﬁléri& bad --
50 per cent and in some villag=s 70 per cent below 1944 up
tnrough August

The shortﬂgﬁ of commercial fertilizer nﬂs resalted in a

: d@plgtlon oF soil fertility that alarm$§ the farmers. Their
resction to this situation is to decrease the acrcage in crops
which heav1ly deplete the soil, such as sugar boqts, potqtoes
andAoilxseéds, ~nd to increase acreage 1n fodder gralns, root
crops fbfwfeéd, éhd alfalfa, With such Shifts, iiﬁééfock
numbors cen bb 1rcrsﬁsed and_soil fert111+y imprOVed This
il fully 1in accorde;th traditional German fﬁr“ing pT“CthO,
aﬁé ﬁifh the teaéhings and recomrendations of agricultural

schools and other suthorities in Hessen today. Economic
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conditions encourage this. tendency, Whether the farmers fear
nflntlon cr not -;;so e“;rejrenorted to.fear. it --.money
>1s of 11ttle va 1uo to fqrmers wnen there is.so little to buy as
dt presert moreover, confldence in the future of the currency
' 15 d cllnlng Under these condltlons, bulldlng«up livestock
,nerds and wonj fertlllry seems the surest and b« est form of
1nvestment, especially When,mllk, butter, checese, eggs and an
'occaelonal plg or calf ce n be bartered to some city. person or
etty truder fo, shoes, cloth, soap or.other things the farmer
needs. The hunger df‘the cities does not strike. the farnegs.
The streln to oreduc and the compulsion to adhere to delivery
'quotas that chargcterlzed the Nazi period are over. The

p | /‘ Americans are rapidly cleaning out those Nazis still in the

‘FrﬁaehrunQSﬂmt Abteilung Aj; some Germans hope they will bring

'.{m
; food from overseas to feed the citias noxt winter

The effects o10 this line of thznking are .evident in the
plans thet a semple of farmers interviewed in Landkreis
.'Darmstddt are making for next year's operations. Thelr
ol herds b«va'suffercd surprisingly 1little during the war, °
ﬁnough plg nunb :rs have been seriously. cut as .a result of
‘N321 wartlme food DOllClOS, perticularly during the provious
i fqll and w1nter. nll now plqn to build > this one to
”increase hlS d<1ry herd tnﬁt one to get another horse for
“;Hfﬂll and sprlng plow1ng -- most to increase hog production,

'deltner for home slaughter or_for‘sule,. And nearly all will
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cut th01r ccruugo of .the high value, intensive crops, and
increaé; fpdder acreage.- In one way or another, nearly 211\ / \
today are evéding‘official productionlnlans.and delivary '
reguJOtions. Thus far, in the absanco of eflectlve comnulsion,
the Food Administration hss been able to offer nothlng by wuy
of inducement to do otherwise, If this trend contlnuﬁs,
dep\ndencé Oﬁ and need for imported food will increase in gﬁe

months and years ahead.

Indaividuat Plans for Winter \

Darmstadters interrognted in the sample Study gave the
following ansSWers to the question of what proparations they

were maklng to supplﬁm@nt their food ra tlons for the winter:

Canning garden stuffs o G
Have stored food : ; : ; 16 %
Canning fruite and vegetables purchesed from farmers 12 %
Can lay nothing aside, despite attempts 10 %
Making no efforts to store food 35 %
Miscellaneous ' %

This indicates that about.half the sample either could
not or ﬁaé not tryingvto sgt aside food for winter, and that
the -othar half was eiﬁhef canhing 1nd/preserving food, or
hﬂd‘accamul tma ctor»s. “fhtis probable thet a fair proportion

of tnosa ka‘snlﬂ.The‘kwsrp’”éoino nothing” also had food

....

Another critically-short essential comriodity in Darnmstadt
during the coming winter will be, without any question, fuel,
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As 1n other German cities, no eoal whatever will be available
for domestic space hesting or cookingj; all cozl and briquettes,
available will go to essential:industries, such as food

processors, and only wood will be available to householders,
As of early September, officials of the city's civil adminis- |
tration estimated the stocks of cut. household wood on hand
at approximrtely 12,000  cubic metres. Supplementary stocks

of 40,000 cubic metres, or rcughly two cubic metres per

fanily, were estinated as necessary to meet ninimum winter Lt

re uir rients, Each family is entitled to a pernit to cut
6ne‘cubic metre in dmsignated wobds around the city, By
nid=-Scptember, only about 1 ,000 of these permits had been
issued; but c1ty OfflClalS said it was cormon kn0W1p ge
that many persons were cutting or collecting wood Wlthout
pernits. In late September it.was éstimated by MG that

18 per cent of Darmstadt's minimum requirements had been cut.

The sample questionnaire produced the following infor-
nation sbout individual efforts..to pr -a winter fuel
supply:

Have enough wood. or coal, or will have enough .seccsess 14 %

Will be all right if gas or electr1c1ty avallsble :
tO SUT“‘(]_H’”:el’lt V‘JOO’d Supply 6 6 06068 806000060000 GCEeTe e 4‘ %
GatheMing and SoviNE WOOH 64 ey vas o 50wt s nmplione s ks S0 B
Gathering wood, But mmeble to.sSaNe, ShF kwesis whakbsasmo: Do b
Too dFd or too 810K WO FAThEY WOOQ .ok RS usissnndeyani 3 %
Get ‘wood FAL16A TTOM 00al ‘@ouloD i visnsmisins bsvsresewis Db
"Doing notl’ling @ @ ¢ 9 @ 8 0 © 0 9O O O O QO 0 ® O O 0 & O B8O @ O O OO OO0 60 OO e 0 00 24’%
3%

l\ﬂiscellan\?ous @ @ @ 9 0 © 0 000000 @S C © 8 90O O © 9 6 8 0509 S0 60 0 Q80O
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Clothing:

.......

.......

( as well as of virtually all other essential cormodities ¥ i
are so sharply limited that therzs is not even anyfnegular
ration for the normal consumer. Such clothing as is on hand
will be distributed by giving priority purch&se‘permits to
persons who can furnish records of persecution under the Nagzis

or proof of acute need.

The Wirtschaftsant conducts for MG every two rionths an
exhaustive census of 211 essential consuncr goods, excepting
food 2nd fuel, availabl: in Darnmstadt. A few figures excerpted
fron the report of 31 July nay give some indication of the
clothing supply situation in this cormrunity of 65,000 persons,
Many of the articles listed are on hand in stores or ware-
houses bescause they are out-sizes difficult or impossible to
adapt to ordinary usse.

V;]inter CO"’tS for WO"”EGH .o:bot.'- -’.-co.-o‘.c.'yo‘,n...o 125

Wiﬂter CORtS fOT Childreﬂ e 00 0900 Ffeees 00000 849

Hinter OERTE TOP FOO Sycarksssaiadiesvondinsiih 1030

Womens' dresses (woolen and cotton) .ieeeseceses 908

V“Omens' Skirts ® 9 00 00 00 0809 0 050 P O QSO0 S PSP e OPPOES eSS 99

o WOWGHS' Shi»I'tW(’iStS .t‘poo’oo...;o-ooooooo-oo..’. 5810

B’lensl Suits 0’.;‘!.0..9".’...".0.'.'l‘.."."'..." 4'38

MenS’ tPOUSGTS4 oooaoOJQO'.oo.o.yb.gobocQo;f{i{: :663_!
Menst ShiTtS {'gooooitotcccdqo}6;g§m;.oyoov'oou' 3920
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Woricns? dnfdePren® Y86R83 s iivsssssnserbanins I007
Chiilareps) tadotweal (SetB) iiessussbnidasovs  9OE
Vone? GM0crwsar L9088 s oisvsantbenssbs s raadin 13‘3

Wollensd - Bhoae ™, a0 ATA T Sl AT
C’.hlldrenS' Skloes .;..’..0..l..‘.;.'.."'OOO.... 3152
MOnS' ShOGS ouooo-ooco,u_oco-otoo-ctioao'oono’o.’. 629
Blankets .0I.....'...I...CC0,,"l'...'QODUID.‘V".I...‘. 111

Retnil Trade and Rationing:

~ _The basic .machinery for retail trade sfill exists in
Darnm uUcdt despite the fact that there arénvirtually no goods
toﬂge;l,_ In August, there were no 1esskthah 437 retﬁiluqutlets
in the city and 446 in the surrounding coan*ry51de either in
operation or prepsred to resurie businéss if and when the
necessary stocks could be secured, While thcse flgures are
well below those of the pre-war period (778 rétail stores in
the city and 652 in the surrounding countryéide as of 1939),
the retail capacity'of~existing establishments is far greater
than the volune of consurer goods nvaiiablé; and the present
machinery will .be nere than able to hahdle fﬁé city's needs for
a considerable tine to ‘cone. In faét, even ﬂffor uomathlng
like a regul~r flow of consuner goods 1nto rotQ11 chqnnnls

is restorﬁd _the problem. will: not be Tbhﬁbllwtztlon of retail

v
v v 4N

ouf]ets hut propnv ru"ul tlen of comnbtltlon and dlstrwbutlon.

,-- ....

,,,,,

organization, which, has. smqlW O?fLCG'iﬂ the Ra thausl‘has laid
' s 8 o ‘——f*" 73
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plans to supervise such natters as trade practices, pricing,
etc., when the opportunity coccurs. Meanwhile, its activity

is nccessnrily confined largely to cooperating with the

Wirtschaftsamt in the distribution of the few consumer goods

- that »~re availsble.

So far there is no regulsr ration systenm governing the

distribution of cocnsurier goods cother than food and fuel, A
-~

comprehensive ration syster based on the Reich law of 1939 is,

v

however, currently in preparation. Meantinme, distribution

of consuner goods in Darmstzdt resembles welfare work more
than normal retail trade. On the bosis of individunl apyli-
cation and investigntion of nzed, cormodities are distributed

by the Wirtschaftsamt to three categories of needy persons

under a priority schedule laid down by Military Government.

i

These are, in the order of their priority, concentration camp

¢

victins and Jews, released Wehrmacht PWs, and pregnant wonen,

C. PUBLIC UTILITIES

Anong Gernan cities, Darmstadt is peculiarly fortunate \;\\ 3
.

']
(¥
v

in the present condition of its Dubllc utiliti

The water supuly, walch cones from artesianv rells in the
vicinity, is adequate and so pure that the Germrns complain
that the Americnns insist on chlorln“ulnz it nore thzn is
necessary. -Most of the meins have been repaired.

The electricity supply, which comes'from the south.end
the Ruhr, is ﬂdeou’te tm neet pr ~1‘5 équirepeﬁts, Consunmption
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in July 1945 wes 2,062,978 kilowatt-hours, compared with
3,402,692 in July 1944; of the July 19455consamption, 809,000
kilowatt-hours were used byJWEOiesale custorers. A small
stand-by plent in the city would be able tb‘pfoduce current
for emergencies if coal Were'available,‘and“théwéity government
has.requested an allotment of 2,400 tons for October for this
purpose., : :

The gasworks is in working order except for the large
gasholder, which was wrecked., It has been possible to over-
cone this difficulty to some'eXtent by using for storage a

stretech of high-pressure pipeline between Russelshein and

Lamperthein, which can store 10,000 cubic reters, compared with

P e

a previous gesholder capacity of 40,000 cubic meters. . Coalk

supbly has been sufficient to permit unrationed part-time
distribution of'gas, at first on three days'of'ééch week and
riore recently every day frorm 0600 to 0800, fron 1100 to 1300,
and fron 1800 to 2000. The director of the gasworks estimated
t- 80 per cent of the ponulation was actuhliy

supplied with gas. The gesworks had been receiving about
2,000“tons of coal per nonth, recently entirsly from the Ruhr.
For October the director requested 6500 tons.

_Streét—dar service has been resumed-oﬁ severalzof}fhe
most inmportant mﬁnicipal routes, and there ié onc bus route
in operatibﬁ. The resumption of service on the tram lines

between Darmstacdt and Arheiligen and Eberst-dt hes greatly
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relieved the transvort situetion, since m2ny of the city's

workers and civil servants live in these rel-tively undmnoged
suburbs.. Addition~1 service from outlying districts is
dﬁdilable on the railroad which feeds into the city's virtually
undcmaged nain railroad station.

Motor transport is extremely scarce in the city, with

driving perrits issued only to whnt arc cornsidered essential

civilian users (food distributoers, doctors, key of ficlals; efe. ).

The shortage is not due to the absence of vehicles, but vrimarily

2

to the scarecity of fuel, lubricants, tires and botteries. A

large nurber of arny trucks recently turned: over. to the German

authoritics is. imnobilised for lack of fuel, ~2nd requisitioning

of civilian c-rs hns becn discontinued, with some of the
vehicles rlrezdy on hand b=ing. returned to their owners for

storage,

D

lable for the military and for e few

}-—h

Phone service 1s ava

o

egsential civilisn subscribers. The installation of public

tall phoncs for

O

ssentizl local 2nd long-distance cnlls is

in progress but is soriously inpeded by a shortrge of trained
technicians. MG reports thet denazifiéation is an inmportant
fzetor in this shortage.

Frankfurt, seat of the postel headquarters for the newly
organized Greater Hessen area, is wreparing plans for the
unification ~nd extension of postal services throughout the
area, and crrangerents have clready been nede to enable
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civilians to correspond between the Eastern and Western
Blllt“PV Districts in the American zone. Local mail sefvice
as been resumhd in Dernstadt as well as parcvl post and a
linited §mn11—parcel service using the gradually expanding

el notrork irt the distriet,
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1le muuNULLY UUNDLLLUND

D{rés%q&t's industrial structure corsists largely of che-
nienl (pr1n0101115 Merck), metal, and nactiaery fln”s, and it
is dvvantud by a ‘group of five or six 1ﬂrgu cowpqnlos. EEL. e
unbrq¢,‘rn&ustr1ql activity is no nore than 25 per cent ok i
thb pr»~éccup bion level, with raw matcrlal shurtaous,‘transpor,ﬁ

13

t ation bottlonucksﬁandwb L 8
;ta hlvher output. anﬁplovm{nf 2 ounts tﬂ about 15 per CUnt

arion W2£§:£§+MW411L_le¢dL;MB¢;E —of the white collar

z;igpybr~"}3ymﬁt of work. Auzong the gainfully kmpljyud only
onc—thlrd are wwr&crs, the rest belng prufpSQ1bnll, white collar
and Sclf—b“ployed. 19499 ne‘rly 50 per cent of the gainfully

Mleybd Wers ‘worgersas - The uodrcrcy of Jubu is illustrdted by
the fact that -nly one~third of thuse who reglstcrcd at the La-
bor Office in August were placed in jobs during that aonth .,

- he 0r1n01p 11 AUbbxrltj in contr] of ‘cconciic life 1n
Daristadt is.the u‘ﬂ“\SertuCL ftsat for Land Hossen, bub con-

siderqblé‘quthurlty has becn cxercised by the city Chanber of
Coi.ercé. The Chosber is doninated by conservative big-busincss
interests, and there is soue indication that it is not exerei-~
sing its functions Wi+h full justice towards sualler busingss.
Tf&jo unicn organisaticn in Damstadt is headed by five

older ien, 211 foruer the SPD.and petty functicnaries in the
union. ‘npoveuent.,  These leaders have organised a‘'single big

union, divided into six functional subdivisions, which will be
closquvcontrﬁllsd £fron the tops The leadership, wary.of
C@mmua;sﬁs "pcnb*“ﬁti“n”,~is taking steps 4o keep itself at the
heln once Vlkctl n8 arce held, Ia teras of progrwg,'hoxever, the
unicn leaders are vague: they hav L th"hdvqnced any concrete
proposals for labor's role in tHe-city's reconstruction. Thé"
city finances are in no-uaore happy condition than its industry,

with a defieit running at an anouwsl rate of nore -than R 7

o

millions .aunicipal cash presources are virtually exhaust:d,
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Banking conditicns are closer to norual, with scven banks in
operation and adecuate supplies of currency on hand. Satis-
factoryIOpe ation cf the banks has becn meiatained in spite of
very thbrough dena..Fication.

As TR ENOUSTREGL ST TECIL TN Do dis iid

. _As of early autwi thpr& ‘arc approximately 180 industrial
,flrus in Land-and Stadtkreis Danistadt, 47 per cent of which

. are c»ncantrwt 1 within the Stadtkreis. ~Metals and .achinery
;Acdﬁunt ‘for the largest nu.ber »f firug (27 in the Stadtkreis
and 16 in the Landkreis), but food processing, cellulose and
N?Oi and printing are als> i.porbant. The largest firm, howe-
vbr, 10_1u the cheuical field Merck, which really dominates the

1nuu strial pieturc in Wangutagt.

on-the“basis of rcpwrts'Cuvcring about ~two~thirds of the
Oporltlﬂc plants-in the S adtkreis' and 90 per cepli O0f those &p
't%b. 1uukf€lb Cad 4 \)rtanf firis are covered in these reports),
the Dr&s nt industrial structure ..ay be compared with the pre-
. war_ structure in tcrms of bwpluyupnt statistics:

it Rable .
Ulstrlbution o ipdus trl 1]l Eiiployuaent
B;inch of Industry : 1959 June 94”“
metalS'qnd machlnery 31 % 31 %
- Printing 2 o
. -Paper manufacture 2 2
betilou, leather, and <clothing 5 9
Wood, celluloid, and'cellulose e b
Fuﬁﬂ procbsa¢n@ : 1 3
. Bullding pnd bullﬂlno asterials 6 ;-
.Chenicals : e 38 36
Electric industry 6 T
Miscellaneous - " 5
: 100 100

a =~ Workers bnbAybﬂ in cleaning up and repairs omitted
b. = Merck accounts for 28 pericent »f the total in 1939 and
30.per cent in 1945
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These figures

industrial structire during the war.

indicate tha

CONFIDENTIAL

26 1o 1uoort3nt shifts occured in thel
They also show the

35.

prepon—

derance of the metals and uachinery indusiry and of the kerck

chemical conpany in the Darustadt industrial picture.

The

table nay be soucwhat distorted by two factors: (a) a number -
of fims, particularly in food DrOCuSSlﬁg are omitted, .and

(b) the data are rather old.
shown is probably sufficiently acourate, since all

and &ince it is unlikely that very 31“nifi—

firas are -znciuued

Despite these factors, the plcture

inportant

cant shifts-in euployuent have occured since June,
Althnugh Merck's leading position is unchallenged, it is
only one of a s2all nuuber of relatively large comp%nies which

have doninated the
" ein~ti on h-s inér~-~s~d aines 1029, Thi
s~ne enpl-yrent ravortss

Dominant Industrial.

Table 2

ndustrlxl strucbure in Ns rﬂstaut and ?h

the

e e T et

Name of Pirm

e 7 R

Firms in Danistad

Sl yment,

. 193¢ Rk ae At S5
Numbey,  bobe LN k‘~§1‘

Goebel Machinery 467 ) 242 6
Roeder Stoves and ovens 800 5 250 6 -
Nohl® Machincry 300 < Tes
IQ’)Ch'1 Toxtiles 208 i 176 4
Miag- ; Bleetric - BGY ol W S0 5
Boeh& ue Haas Plexiglass 1462"* 9 192 ° %
Merck Dh?rlleuth,lS 4400 28 ' 1244 30

Sl _ 8208 52 2510 59
a — Located in the Landkrels: all others “in the i

_tajtk

Table 2 includes 2ll coupanies

than
Uup.

100 workers,
Although the data

coaplete, the concentratisn-indicated is sc
viations would not be significant.

except thosc

which i

are several” months

CONFIDENTIAL
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n June 1945 euployed more
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great that small de-
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Table 2 are taken frou a total of 95 firms repcrting fron the
entire Kreis, inelvding all iaportant fircs,

Lovel of Industriwa Activity

Nﬂ_accuratcv“stigate_can be zads of the level of indust—
rial 1ctLv1tJ in Darmstadt at the present tiie, but several in-
forued ~quSpS are posglblk on the basis cof isolated data WHibh
are lVill&Dlw. oo 47

The ezolﬁy Lent i 1ta used abhve glve one clue, - These d4ta
ind 1cwta “that c“olwv;cnt ig the 95 flvns reporiing had fallen
by about 75 per cent between 1939 and June 1945. The deelinc
in euply; dcnt has beeh upnevenly distributed auing the various
ind uqtrles, however, with building and building materials
qustﬂlnln, a drop. of 90 . per ¢ent, and tcxtil;é, leather, and
elothing 7nd food processing falling by less than 50 per cent.
The other branches cof industry have fallen between 50 per cent
and 90 per cent. The seven aajor firus in Table 2 euployed 70
per cent fewer workers in June 1945 than in 1939. These data
conparc with the estiiate of the Chauber of Couuserce that
industrial activity as ~»f Septeuber is about 25 per cbnt ﬂi
what it was prior to occupation,

Antther ueasuresent of industrial =ctivity nay be found
in "coal requirements. The industrial requirecuent for hard coa
in Septciber 1945 — which will probably not be fulfilled - is
cshinated by the Chaub@r:of Couucree aB 46 per cont of -the .na-
xiius w.ount which could be o nsuycl ionthly within the
Stadtkrels a2lone at the prpsbnt tluv. Merck accounts for nore
than 50 per.cent of .the tjtal cal LoﬁSUthion; if Merck is
cxcluded frow the data, QJQSUJDtl)n would bt 2 deel Yol <55
per cent c:)mpklu2 ta waxiiion. This figure is not too satisfac~’

tory as an indieator, however, since many firus do not use any
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goalrat alls :

If the number ~f finus open or autherized to operate as
of 1 Septenber 1945 is takén as a criterion, it appears that
70 £irs out of 84 in the. Stadtkreis (or to per cent and 55

firne ut" f 68 (-F'55 o1 cont) in fﬁatlfniti;ig h~va hern
authorized to open9.- This figure is also an unsatisfactory
nexsure” of activity, however, since aany firms are only enga-
ging in cleaning up 2nd repair, or operating at very low le~

vels. : 3 ; : '

3. For &&A11S on anthorizations ToO open, see below, Injustri-l
Controls.

Not all the firus are prolucipg their usual line of out-
put: &one are enzazed inst -7 in repairing various bdypes:-of
articles or in making things to assist in the reconstruction

A

. W > . ® .
of the city. The ierck coupany is working »n Allied account.
A smnll Amcunt of new machinery is being wade out of stocks of

nateridls, construction uaterinls are being turned Hut- in snalle

quantities, and repair of ite.s like traus, railroad equipuent,
generators, puaps, and dredges 1is ua*er-way.‘ One of .the wost
important wanufactored itens in Danastadt. at present is ‘the-
little wagons which 2re used by the population to haul perso-

al belohgings, wood, manure £or gard ns,and so on.

Obstacl;é'tu”ﬁigher Output Levels

The problens. to be overcome in Narustadt before industrial
activity. can rgvive arc fairly.typical of what is %o be found
in the rest of Germany in theg £q21l of 1945, Raw saterials and
trﬁnsportjtiﬁginre the ;mstHSbrimus bottlenecks. Prior to the
Occupatipn; ﬁ}rustadt carried on g eonsiderable amounﬁ of trade
with that part. of Germany which is now occupied by thé‘Fronch,
and the cwrrent.restrictiﬁns on interzonal couicree, as well as
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blockud'tPJQS%mrt”tinn lines betwéen Darmstadt and the Jest, are

nolding back prodve™ion. Cial, irom, and sheel, of ‘course, dre
seriously short due co transbﬁrﬁqtiun 1ndtiutorzonql problerig-
and to’oxp?rts'ﬁf tucsc dbens. tJ Allied natiodss * The coal. i
"‘f_g:n'r*_r-, citad ahove at 46 mer cenh m° the mavimm nnacihla rane
" sunption was an estimate of the coil requirement, i.e., what
“ could be consuncd, other things being edual, if it were avail-
abl“ Aetual’ coql consumption how ever ik belicved to be well
'bcl W thls lbv 1. Some 1r)n and steel could bp obtqinod'fr i}
‘the Bruderus Huettenbetrich in Wotz l¢r, if-th 12t COHCLTD were
‘Ule to: cbtain sufficient coal £5 Qvnd SUlele fo- Wﬁp”stth
to date thqt ha's not been the casc. inother FlLflculty which
18 been mentioned is the deldy in restoring adcg nate postal
.c0¢muulcﬂt11n throug h ut ﬁblu\ny»qs a whole or'throughout the

Ancrican 2000, . : :
{D ﬂ”ZlfiC?tlJn of business and 1vdustry is still another
factor which is Cltbu by the econouic quthorltlus as an cbstdc~
;.lw‘to hlshmr>prOuHCthﬂ levels.. Q”Fty’uumburshlﬂ seens. to have
}f boen very ¢ominor ong Danaistadt business loﬂ@vrs, partlculArly
:f in the more iupartant flras. The really active phase of denar~
zification in this field is only just being started, but it is
* claimed that, in addition to the difficulty of losing trained
personncl through denazification, the -current uncertainty as to
who is to g0 ﬁnd‘vhﬂ is to stay is,a disturbing . factor to men
whé have aany pr/bleus to solve, ;

- Bomb dauage to industry, ég%lmqtbd at over R 200 million
in the S ﬂ&tk+vis, is less of = limiting factor than one might
expect, 1n view of the extensive destruction visible in Darm-
stadt. Even. flr“s vhlch turned in Production Contrcl reports
of 100 per cent destruction %o both buildings 2nd wachinery
11s0 show si:nll numbers of workers engaged in productive pur~
suits. About. 90 per cent of 211 industrial plants within the
Stadtkreis were damaged to soue extent, but on the cutskirts of
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town and in the- Llndxrﬂls, danage was considerably umore limited

and probsbly did not affcect iiuch wore than 40 per cent of tho'”
plants and .08t of taesé are relatively suall. A

. Daiage estiictis for the entire Kreis , based on reports
supplied by the industrial finns, indicate about 33 per cent
destruction to buildings and 22 per cent destruction of machine-
ry and equipment:; the difference bcthun these two flgurcs i
significant in terus of cmntlnulnb production. Ag gain, ther
are- iuportant variations as auong different industries, Damage
on the order of 40-50 per cent to ilerck and Roehu u. Haas puts
the chemical industry aluost at thé.top of the list, surpéssei
by a slight awount by the printing industry., ILecast dauage
occured in the elsctric industry, in building and building mate-
rials, 2nd in miscellanecus plants. Metals and wachinery suffe-
red 35 per cent dauage to bulldings and 21 per cent to equip-
aente These variations appear to be influenced uore by diffe-
rent concentrations in the opadtkrels and-in the Landkreis than

they are by other factors.

Effect of Reparations ©n Darustadt

.0n the basis of “the provisions conceraihé reparations in
the Potsdan Agrecuent, and of preliuinary estiuates of the
industries to be afiected by reparations, Darustadt's industrial
structure will probably not be significantly altered by remo-
vals. of capital equipuent. The metals and wachinery industry,
the Miag Electrc Works, Merck, and Roehn u., Haas contain the
only plants which ..ight come up for consideration, and even
these should not be too seriously disturbed by reuovals.

linst of the firus i¥e too small to be of rmuch importance,
Furtheriore, in the meféi and uachinery industry not very many
firms are intiQatély related to war production.  The most im-
portant wetal and mzchinery firus wmake industrial testing ma-
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chines, stoves, paper cuttln:“&qchlnus rallruau equlplunt

and automobile bwﬁ*ﬁs. - The Deuag yﬂtor-nve“ko, which .iake Die~
sel engines and c<uld suploy up. to 600 weiksrs 3t full production,

night Ye a candidave for tvtql or partial *v“oval. -Although

WMaranl micht he an a'i“f‘*r*ar"}“*!va 1’\'1911'?" fAme mmr\vn'lq’ 'I-'hr.s»"f"a rt +thet d+tc

Drotuctlon 3B concerned with phqramceutlcnls will probably inva-
lidate it for reparations purposes, Roehm u, Hagsﬁ,»anufacturer
of plexig lass (m*x1mu@ yotbﬂtlﬂl employment: 1,500),. will cer-
tainly- have its pqtunts reuovpd and way 2lso lose some of its:
capital uqulpment. i i \

Thus while Darastadt's industry will not be COMpletely u-
naffected by re DﬁrﬁtlJns, there is llttle evidence to indicate
that the volume of Telovals will cause any severe disruption

in econcniic life,

The Situation in the Handicrafts Trades . . .. -~

According to lﬁ¢urﬂ‘t100 supplied by the uhambcr of Hand—
icrafts,. there-were 1,048 handicraft or artisans 65t°b115hubﬂts
ih existence in Darustadt Stadtkreis as of 1 September 1945, and,¢
1,45% such establishunents in the Landkreis, These flgurcs-ccﬁ}'
pare with estimates of 2,179 and 1,182, respectively, in 1939,
Thus it appears that while the number of eétablishménté ;n-the.; 
city area dcclined by about 45.per cent over six yéaré; there =
was a 2% per cent increase in the I>nikrsls. This increase w€é5 
doubtless ertlglly 3 rvsult of = J)meeﬂt of artisans from ths""

Stadtkreis are :

The figures as of- it § pbptblbbr 1945 are ngt 1o be con51de~
red as final by any means. During the anl purlod the hand-
icrafts branch of industry was Squrcly disrupted by cJﬁb~Juts,':
rationalization, and call-ups. into thc Wehrmacht and war 1ndustry
and now that the war is over, former art;sans are returning in::
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comparable nuibers to reopen their shops, if possible. The
field is iisoib¢ifg7§ﬁélléd by irdustr1515wark;rs-whd?believe
that they can do bétcer for themselves in aa 1nduponﬂpnt estab-

“1ishnent 01 thoir Gty O who arce unablp tu flnﬂ JObS in ldrgcr
R T URCY =%

acane Arna

" The number of handicraft GStﬁbllSh@bnts in quSt“ﬁCe dops
not nccpssarlly 81gn1ﬁy the number which is actually in opera-
tion., Many of these shops hive no materials to work, or they
have 80 little that they are barely operating, The Chanber of
Handicrafts also believes that there uay be small establishuents
open ‘which hlVb not ypt ruglstured with the Chasber and are
thbrefmru not included in the figures c1ted, '

It 4s 1ntcrtst1ng to seec what has happencd to the typés
of bStﬁbllShJentS which were most numerous in 1939., The
- following taoble shows the eight types in whlch there were ﬂore
“than 100 1n the Stadtkreis bstabllshqvnts in 1959, ut of ;Atp—
tal of 58 types then in existence. S ah

Table 3
Number of Iuportant Handicrafts Establishments
Type 1939 Sept.1945
Stadtkreis Landkreis otadtkreis Land-
kreis
Bakers : : 1/ T5% 52 1479
Ladies' tailors 205 67 85 195
Butchers 174 88 65 109
Haidressers 164 06 69 87
Men's tailors 164 67 : vl 84
Painters 19 71 66 9L
Shosmakers 205 105 83 134
Carpenters il s _84 _60 106
TOTAL 1316 703 551 876
Percent of total estabs. 60 60% 52% 60%

Table 3 shows that IneeTy case but the bakers declines in the
Stadtkreis have been partially ffsét by increases in the
surrounding towns., Despite this, the reduction in establish-
nents within the Stadtkreis has been so great that the total
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-.nunber: of .sstablishuents in existence in both areas in Septen-—
“ber 1945 does not: significantly exceed the nuwber: in existence

in the Stadtkreis alone six years ago. 1his disparity may- dis—
J &

appear.as uore .arlisans roeturn or nmore’ industrial workers be-

corne artisans. .-

Revival of activity among the handlcr;fts is llmlted by
the sauc factors. as/ those affecting industry itself, hawzely,

-+ raw. materials,. transportation, and interzonal trades: Although

there may be some shortage of skilled- labor for the handicrafts
trades, thereis s¥ill a supply, which'is growing, of apprenti-

¢c.<.The Chanber of Handicrafts docs not-believe that the artisans
‘are being discriminated against in raw material allocationsjy. the

situation is duSp‘rltbly hard for industry and handicrafts

Y e

The denazification Of the hqndlcrafts tra des-isAonly Jjust
beginning, with a2 distribution of Fragcbﬁgbn. It is to be ex-
pected that this w1ll have rather widespread effects on ‘the

‘artisans, if préscnt directives result in the exclusion from
'”Bﬁéiness’of those in the uandatory or discretionary reumovzl ca-

tegorlcs. The Chamber of Handicrafts believes, that as many. as
50 per cent of the artlsans were wepnbers of the Nazi Pirty,
and that they J@lnea at early iatbs. = :
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B, w"nonq* T QONTREL 2MuCRITI oS IN DS RT

e 3. e e L

Under recent MG directives, the higkest Geruman 1n@ustr1 1
control agency for )armistadt. is the LanﬂurWLrtschaftsamt (Pro—

. : ¥incial Economic Office, abbreviateds LWLA) for Tand Hessen,

~which is in the process of organization ani taking over its .
responsibilities. Between the nccupation- of Narastadt and the
~eptablishaent of the LWiA, these controls, were.exercised on a
;-lucal level 2nd on a rather ad hoe basis by the Chasber of
:,Industry and Coawerce, the city Ecomouic Office, the Chauber

of Handicrafts, and the Oberbuergermcister hiumself, 1In *@41—
tion, the MG authorities have been exercising wuore reSpJn51b1-
lity and 2 wider function in this .connection than they w;ll

in the future undier the Lwii, : ’

Between April and August 1945, fims were licensed to re-~
open and were allccated raw uaterials by the following process:
applications for reopening cor for raw uaterials were submitted
to the -Chauber cf Couuerce, processed by theu, and: subilttei
to the MG authorities with reco.wendations £or apprqul or
disapprcval.. To an unspecified extcnt the Oberbuergeruelstsr
~also partieipated-in the: progessing of HlelCItlvnS fur r“upcnlng
Qdf 1ndustrlal firus. The hanilicrafts trades were sarv1ceﬂ in
siu iilar wanner:by the Chauber. of Handicrafts. This gr\celure
Opcrated»sugewhat;nqpuazar 1y and 1nefflclently, with a2 consi-
Aderable burden ~f.work being placed- i the sh)uliers of. MG, .
officers. The situation was coaplicated: by the Fact that"”

Land Hessen was not fully constituted as 1n »C)n)ulc‘ rdministra—-
thb unit, B bR e e ' «

Under the ngw arrangcaent, these disadvantages have buun
ﬁvCrcoAb, The Genuan authorities, gnder the dlrbctlon of the \
LWiAQ will have full responsibility for industTial eo ntrols._ é
The LWiA will be the-final auvuth: rity-to dbcide which firus }
"shall be allowed to reopen,-and thus it will shape the indust-

rial structurc ~f the province in ace. rﬂancc v1tn gencral MG
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directives. It will, furthermore, present 1iG authorities with

requirenents for ~awv iaterials, and, to t'e extent that those

requirenents arc yuifilled, it will allocats the supplies to
.the various Kreise in the Land, which wili, in turn, reallocatc

i e et Gl AT By
the  sunnidae ¥ YLy vcfﬂ"'J 4 i il i 1 q“. STy,
o -””ﬂrginhqs

3
pps 31 b R 723~ met~ilite

T incustev in Land Hessen. '

f In order o understand the relationships between the dif-
%férént control organizations and to point vp the various poli-
tical and economic forces which are being brought to bear on
\the questl)n of industrial’ control, it Ls-neeessgryfté'analyze

.‘ ’

cath ulgt lZHtLDn in soue dets 11. . e

The Landwirtschaftsaut

.0 The LWii is part of the Land Econosics Ministry, the chief
of which is Dr. Walk. Walk is 2m engineer frou Brswn-Boveri
~in Mannheinm; he was never a member of the Nazi Party anmd
~¢lains to have voted KPD in 1932 and SPD in 1933, - He has-also
made sone unverified claims to activé anti~Nazi activities du-—
ring the war. Walk speaks rather fluent ungllsh and-is on
good teras with MG authorities.- ' :
_The chief of the IWiA is Dr, Dang. Dsng is a Catholic,
a former wember of the SPD, who taught school prist £ 1933
in Kaiscrslautern, Mo was unable to obtain euployzent ‘as ‘a re-
sult of his political reeorrd until 1937, when heé worked 48
tax advisor te Merck until 1941. Aftér two years-in theé Kmy,
he worked for the Mennhein Chauber of uDuuber, but was ‘agiin
called to theé Wehrnacht in 1944, L g
' iThe EissinA of the LWii 48 an industrial control agengy is,
in addition tc deanazification,tc prevent the manufacture 3£
prohibited and wa# itens, to restrict- pr duétion to ‘essentia 1
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itens (incluvding any nec .ssary oxports), and to colleet and

cvaluate ‘informiat® sm on industrial produc*t*on and requircacnt
for raw - scii-finisaed, =nd finished zaterials.
The office it organized along functicual lines, each

n

ectisn heving = cmef, an assistant, and a gecratoryiothese

branche¢s are:

Cheiricals (including soap and leather)
Cn2l and power

iletals and uiachinery

Textiles

Tobacco and p=aper

Food industries

The Office cof Building and Building Matrials and the Road
>T affic Office (that part concerned with uotor fucl) of the
Land governicnt are affiliated with the LWia,

, The pufS)ﬂﬂyl for b c8e uvctl'ns, who havp becn appointed
by “r. Dang, aré largely technicil i, uub 1t is 1ntvrest
“to note that noae of then coues frol governiental service -
all of then coue frou private industry. Dr. Loer, chiof of
the cheuicals secction,for exa. plb was firierly an énploye of
I.Gs-Farben, P

Each scction will direct the production of the variosus
“industries unier its coantrel; will presuiably sét sutput sche-
dules for the ‘uore juportant items, 3nd will allocaté naterial
supplies to ezch 10C111ty,-»r, in iuportant cases, directly
to firus requiring theu. Each industrial area in Land Hessen
will have a loeal Wirtschaftsaut to perfo vi the saue functions

on 2 lower level. These offices will be constituted in rough~
ly the sause foru as the Landeswirtschaftsaut, although they
will probably be less elaborate, |

Two groups of advisory bodies will be used by the Landes-—

. wirtschaftsaut.. One of -these groups will be the four chau-

‘bers of couwwerce in Land Hessen - Marustadt, Giessen, Friedberg,
and Offenbach;  of which the leading and usst influential chan-
ber is.the.one at Naxiistadt. The second group of advisory bo-
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dies. will consist of CNL;ittecs 5f 1leading business.en from

ch industry scetion of the L¥ik. Thesc businessmen are to
be selected by the caiesf of each industry soction, and although
the industry scctiol chicfs are under no (blization to take
any advice proferred by the industrialists’ committee, it is
bo be cxpected that considerable use will be uade of these

cominiiteesSa

The Chavber of Conuerce

Thc Narastadt Chasber of Indlustry and Coi.erce represents
iniustrial and chmerciul.interests-fﬁr that part of Lower
Hesccn whieh is ‘known 48 Starkenburg, but within Starkenburg,
Darustadt is of such rélatively great iuportance that wost of
the eontrnl of the Chauber rests with Nanistadt business intes
rests. - The Chauber was dissulved by the Nazis in 1942, afd 2
nr°nch office (Fvbcnst 21le) ~f the Gauwirtshaftskauser in
4r;nkfurt was set up to take its place. The Gauwirtschafts-
kamer was more than o represcatative of busincsévin the area;

1t was 2 quasi-public institution with inpH rtant powers of wa-
. torial alloeation ani inlustrial rationalization, and was do-
Linated by pnrty and big business intercsts. y
The leader (gg&ggg) of the Narmstadt office was first

”Opel of the large autruaobile oaﬁpany{ he was later succb,d ed
by Merck of the Morck chenioal coupanys. The Vice-Leader was a
‘nan naned Kruse froo tho_ﬁuutsohc Bank, 3ind the mansger was
ey X Schaeffér, ﬁho'pféS&iablY'WdS’3’Eqrty jan. These men wsre
.11 appointed frou above, N ; :

g A ll“ﬂlﬂh the Ausrican secupation, the G v1rtschaftskqumur
was 1SSulva4 and its funds frozen., At the tlje thp'urStWHl?n
_‘uhadbpr f Iniustry and Q)Q;crob was” rVCGnstltut (thrfuoh

thcw ffqlts of twe xf lCl?lu R i thu“\1uw1rtschqftskauL&r,f
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Dr. sSeytried (who had been assistant uanager) and Dr, Sonnen

(who had becn a section chief, following a zareer in the Ber-

lin Beconoaics Minissry working on Ukrainian sugar supplies).

Dr. Seyfried contacted the governuental and .G authoritics, while
N, “ennen canvasce? businessmen in the areéea, Tithin a short

A .
tfm , the Chauber was set up, 2nd Dr. Schenk »f the Carl Schenk
conpany f£or the manufacture of inijustrial testing .iachines
(this is thé largest-aachinery anufacturing coupany in
Darnstalt)was. appointed President by Dr. Bergstraesser, head

of the Land Hessen govern.ent, 7r, Koehler President of.

l»—‘ )

oebel AG, wanufacturs cf  papér cutting wachines and the ‘third
rgest industrial coupany in Uar"stadt - was app-ihted Vice-
Pr 51iont A A A o e ! .

A short tiie later, Dr, Schenk resignel his positisn, both
becquse~uf age and because he was unable to work with Dr,
Kceler. - The latter succeeded to the presidency »f the Chanber,
and two Vice Presidents have been appointed, ansbach amd
Bosselnann, both from large couercial coupanies in Darastadt,

The Chaiber has been orginized uore or less al~ng the
$ame lines as in 1942, Menbership is still coupulsdry for
all industrial and cowwsércial firus, excluling handicrafits,

The organizatiocn is on two levels: the direct representatives
£ 4iniustry ani com.erce,whose services are not paid for ani
who give only part of thelr time t7 the Chaiber, and the full-
tine, paid euployes of the Chaabed,

The representatives of industry anl comuerce number 12,
two ‘each (one for industry and one for couilerce) frowm each
Kreis in Starkenburg. Darwnstadt has four representatives
"ﬁltvgether,~twc froo the Lanikreis and twe from the Stadtkreis,
the latberiincluding Dr, Koehler, These representatives have
been seleeted by the local. governments of:ecaeh Kreis, in con—

sultation with Dr, K»ﬂalor, thc MG authorities, and businessmen.

-

These representatives, not:all of whoxn have besn: appointed to .

b
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1ato} rake up the ;?GiSGIy Board for the Chazber and rcally are
the policy-uaking tody. Without cxcepticn, the present AAvieo—
ry Board is 1adc w Of representatives of th: largest conoerns
smaller businesses .ave no voice od this beurd at the present -
tima, et & G 4 :
The full-tise ewployes of the' Chanber, exeluding secreta-.
ries, are eight in nuabdér, anl dre hesded by a Syndic and Vice
Syn?ic.' Thb ~yﬁwlC 18 D § vyzrluﬂ frOM the Gauwirtschafts
kam.ae r, who is chicf of manag buCﬂt for th& Chauber an? alsc
haniles question of iatorcst to wholesalers and retailers as well
as sllOOJtluﬂ of coal to industry, The Vice —Syndic, for@urly
Dr, Sonnvn 18 Drs ?;bnur, 2 Frankfurt lawyur, who deals with

all qucstluns of iqﬂnstry Five of the reuaining cm“ioya:“ﬂ“al
w1th lpv“l qUwStl;ﬂS, statlstlcs, uprpntlcps, 1nfjrm1t1un, and
office, aduinistration and b“’kkpp/ln&. ’

4 Onb of the full~tlwv SILp 'wy\ descryes special mentions

Tis is WT._oChllCKﬁ who, in 2A1ition t0 A.aling with general
uconJJWC,"financial and “tax cuostlons, his the rcsmonsibility
of nominating trustees for flrM who have “Cuh 4 prived of their
presidents or uanagers s 2 result of ubﬂ’ZlflCﬁthn. L "
Schlick was formerly connccted with ap” industrialists ' associa-
tion in Land Hessen. and was cupluyed during the war by th: Domag
machinery company in the Ruhr, He maintains a file of people
who subuit their noames. and qualifications to the Chanber; and
when the Chambers alviece is hsked on 2 trustee, he attempts to
find one from this file., In an interview,” Dr. Schlick stressed
the 'fact that the Chamber Ahcs not shlicit the naues an? quali-
fieatis ns'Jf pwu'lb who wish t2 be trus%ecs,'avr'ﬂbés it
suggest. 3. C”uTll¢tv unlpsc.rccueqt'”“X'Nv sen whe joined the
WﬁZl r“rty 2t 4ny 1ate are ever no ainnted by ﬁr.’%chliék;halﬁh:ugh
he 1068 po% caTEy n any political investigati-on of the candida-
tes 1nd relies completely on the waterial which they subuit to
s & e R T
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The functlﬁns of the Uirustaqt ha.ber of Cmirerce are, in

2 )r cess f ch anring as a result of the ~—ganiza tion -of the

T
Pl
4

o

Land W1rtscb11t5ﬂ“ , and the passing to the iatter office cf
several inportant fanctions which have besy carried on by the
Chamber of Cﬂ!nQTC - Prior to this -develanment. -tha chamher.

processed all ap pllcations for firms to reopen or to obtain
matprlals, an then paSSLd thes» applications with recommcnda~
tions for apprqul Jr ﬂlsagproval to the MG detachments for fi-

nal 018510n. The Chambe will now be limited to an advisory
capa Clwy in this connecti- 0. The Chamber has also been used
by  the UG authc rities to ﬂlstrlbutc anl cocllect: thg G=5
Inauotry Divisi~n forus for 1nﬂlstr1a1 informaticon, and many

of the statistics have been collated and analyzeld by Dr, Huef-
ner; the Chamber's StﬁtlStiCl”n.

The unambbr is expected to ¢untinue its 3?v1s >ry function

in the ¢1Dli of denazificati~-n of business 3n? inivstry, where
it has been *akinc some investigations lealing to removals

O

in aiiltlon £0 mAulna nJLln¢t1Jn ?Jr trustecs,

Ia =diition to thcsu pecial functl‘ns, the Chamber carries
on the usual activities of a German Quﬁmbcr of ccmserce, such as
kecping its menbers informed of governuaental measures, represen~
ting buq1ness before the v’vernmeht-l authorities, and dealing
with prublcm Df ;ntcr est to. bu81ncsa opie regional levels
Th“ ¢hambers of the entlrc uaﬂ& Uqrusta?t Friedbsrg, Giesscn,
Al ‘Offenbach, mect bvbry two WUukS in rﬂnkfjrt to discuss
o;mxon problens. Th»su uuvtlﬂcs ape uswaly chaired by the -
Uﬁrnbtalt uuanpr,_Anﬂ Uqrustlﬂt is alcP normally employed by
tne'm‘ g tqciwunt er anﬂ Hyswb as‘ll is 0 with the other -

ChABrs -

Dr. Koehler-is one of the most po
men in ﬁﬂrq tﬂit t»lay; in‘.?g such he-is a subject for:

ri ul Tapd i:-nf loential

contrJVprSy from several sides. He is.a man of 48.years, with
a trsng, i)ulﬂﬂtlﬂ&,_ﬂnd gersuasiv& persona2litys: vBodaialitel

. : A

1O
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Complobiing o wedleal viUCuvlui, Lo boCuwws vwiel-waliugsl of
Goebel AG, then Han1faetﬁfiﬁém6ﬁly machires to.cut railroad
tickets, but he subsequently built up and expanded the firm
to the point where it ranks among the top three machincry

yr

concerns in Tarmstalt. s intellligence an.Business acuién
are recognizeqlgen;r%lly. Although his 1ntegrity has been
ouestion d, he gives an impression of beidv honest, of meaning
whqt he says and of supporting his arguuents fPrCcfully. He
W28 NeVET a a Nazi Party member, but most of hlS statc“vntq revec:l
| a generally. CuubbrVQthu approach to BbllthJl bu51nuss,
and labor DrObluQS.. Pls annual 1ncogb after 1953 varlci ‘be s tween
R 140 Q00 ani 156,000. ; ;
His act1v1t1us during the NlZl re lﬁw are of 1nturcst
_/hllp _he 415 not -jein the Party, ‘he asked 2 man who Jqlﬂ ed
the P;rty in 1055 to coue lﬂtu thv UObbbl fiyn as a2 "front nan"
toidey Wltn the Partys; in this way hu was able to hold off
any oru5>uro on himself to join. This story is couuon know-.
ledge in DiHJStiﬂt and Dr. Koehier adnits his notives in :
erploving this director, although at the saue tine he defends
the nan. According to Dr. Kochler, this man was a functionary
inathe retailers' association and was asked by the Jewlsh
rctallors to join the Party in order to nytuCt then o which
‘  he succecded in 1)1nf up to the tlge he entered Goebel AG.‘ :
: However, it has been reported by Ge org.Wink, SPD Lanurut
.of Nieder Raustadt that under the N)Zl% the Goebel flr“ was v
"run in the best Nﬂyi AP T nﬁ* Ehnt sien workers vecalvads very
rough treatment. K»ehlbr, while not 3»1n1n0 the E“rty, was
cverthelpsc a menber of the DAF NSV, NS Bund der Deutschen
Tcchnik, NS Reichskriegerbund, and DRK.‘ e L
 Koehler's ﬁpmarbntly ﬂﬁLlD?tlng ~even ulctuturlal <
nanner . in the Chllbbr of Cf~uercu forced both: Dr, Schpnk the
Presid lent, and Dr. Sonnen, one of the g,st—occupatlon founders

"D

F‘B

and then SXﬂul for ind ustry questi“ns,vtu 10810n. Dr. Sonnen
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cels extrewely bitter about Dr. A)phlgr 2Bl ﬁ tts that the
Chauber of Cowicrce 1s being run 1nﬁg rvﬁr 4)nﬁny~L3 ner wg;ch

results in ‘“fldlt Tavoritisn tﬁwqrﬁ b:Ln blSlnvS and even
toward Nazi bu81ne smen,  To substantiate tnis clq1;, he'ﬁffers
_the £al1lnwine q+a+¢>mnn1'q ahnont Koahler!s no‘h v*u +iea whi 'In e

»

"( sonnen) was stlll in the Chamber:

2. Dr, Sonncn sugge ested to kochler that the raw mﬁtbrlal
supplies of small Nazi bu51ness be re ﬂlstrlbut04 to WOPKurS

and artisans qo that they could set themse lv»q up 1n4epen“cntly.i

Kochler rcfused to accede to this sugzestion and made &fforts
to get these supplies for the big firms. 3

be 4 laree ”qzl alrfranb ﬁanufucturcr, Jdkobs U, OChﬁbybr,
was le f+ without managers, because both Jakobs anl Schwsyer
had fled. The firm hal large stocks of lumber anl other mate-
rials on hand. Sonnen u“gust 1 that these stocks be divided

D, with ope third going to smill fimas, onc third to the five
orf ‘Bl largest fifms, 207 onc¢ third remaining at Jakobs u.
Schweyer, 1n thﬁ furth&rmore, a trustec be appointed to run
the - J2kobs u. Sc Ubyu¢ plant to make furniture, Kgohlgr;.ho
claiis, demurred entirely, unbil Jﬁkohs;raturneﬁ and sﬁqrtéf
the Tirmup awaln, L Tuly ﬁossesqion of the raw AatbrlﬁlS.

e lhe Phwmbbr is now allowed by M@ to finance lts lf ﬂ“rtl—
ally from the frozen funds of the uwalrtschaftskamgur. S0 hnpn‘
claims thit Kochler attempttT to swell the bill Drascﬁtﬁﬂ for &
monthly Wluh7r°w118 fr)@ thp u“Uertfchﬂftskiffgf ﬁccount : He
1180 claims thyt, when the Qh;
make its offices in thk_g\ sbel lu@xﬂlstrﬂthL build ling 3t A :_

nber wa Svu uo, hoehlcr hiﬂ 1t

high rent, an4'§ﬂ~loy all the Gocweld g fice stmff mhlle comru—"'
tent qucrutarlus w»rb stlll ququblb fr?q thu G.uw1rtsch ts—“"

PR :- w

kanme r., 5 : s % e
31, Dr. Sorhen states that the trale ‘

in Darmstadt C(nfbrrci with him:lﬂﬁ Dr, Koghler Uriar to tn;

Potsdan anfbrpnCp,lﬁm th t f“llOWln“ thﬁ:canfprunce with'

hia)
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