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Qbjective This stiudy was undertuken to reveal directives for guidance T

in prepuring leafleis, radic programs, and other types of
psychological warfare intended for German troops and civilians.

. Method Four batches of Uerman prisoners~of-war, assembled in groups,
at the Bourton cage were administered written cuestionnaires.

The firet group wae interroguted July 93 the wost recent August 3. Prisoners
_were asked to fill oul answers ¢ guestions appearing onm formal schedules,
and were amssured that their responses were strictly anonymous. Hesults ob=-
tained from these groups were compared nol only with each other, but with ear-
lier Findings obtained {rom similar iaterrogation of priscners in the Ilalian
theatre.* j

QRS |There has been a definite and precipitate lowering ef German
troop worale in terms of such measures as their willingness to
continue fighting, their confidence in ultimate victory, and
their trust in Hitler,| Our propagands should take advaniage
of these trends in every way possible.

R T s e e o i et

(\] 2. (the decline is particulerly notable since it occurs among the
£ younger prisoners, hitherte the hard core of Nezi fanaticism,
a8 well as among those over 3qz)

o S g S

3y A significent observaticvn is the fuct that the support for the
officers who attespied to kill Hitler was much higher among the
most recent batgh of prisoners. This group heard of the putseh
before their capture, while the prisoners interviewed July 28,
heard of it in captivity. This suggesis that the effect of the
plot on the soldiers in the line must have veen very strcang. It
sugpests also that the théme of the putsch should be kepl elive
and played up in psychological warfare in anticipation of fur-
ther defections. :

§. Despite ike evidences of deleriorating morale on otluer factors,
confidence in commanding officers and NCU's remains high. At~
tempts Lo drive a wedge between ofiicers and men would appear
to be doomed to failure, and probably should not be attempted
at tuis stage.

-------------------------------- - - - - - o [
* These procedures were iirst euployed in Italy by Captuin Martin F. Hers, PuB,
S5th army.
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MOKALE OF GERMAN PRISONERS MAS DROPPED DECISEVELY* . . .

From July 28 to August 3, & wurked drop in worale was found on several different

lssues:
July 26 Auge 4

Proportion Lelieving ihat it is still possible

10 drive the Allies from France « « « « » o o o 455 165
Proportion who would have preferred to continue

fighting when captured . . « « « o « o + o = & 395 164
Proporticn on Hitler's side in the recent putsch 394 165
Proportion believing Germany will win the wer . . 3% 64

| Total number of priscners 100 165

Confidence in Hitler alsc fell off decidedly, as indicated in the fi ures

belows ,
Hareh** July 9 July 21 Awg.
Proportion placing "their trust

in the FPUBIOF™: .« o ¢ s 4 o o & 824 674 512 36k
Total nusber of priscrers 311 363 155 165

THE DECLINE HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY GREAT AMONG THE YOUNGEK PRISONERS#®*% , ,

The group 30 years and less was always higher in morule and is

still higher than the older men, Nevertheless, it would appear

that the gap between the age groups is rapidly narrowing. . _

m Aug. 3 ﬁg AUl
19 14

Proportion believing it is still possible

to drive the Allies out of France . « . . (3§4 255 %
Proportion who would have preferred to : o
continue fighting when captured . . . . .  54i 228 b1+, SEPRE ) ¢
Propertion on Hitler's side in the recent '
i}utﬁchonoaootoioouo-noo 53% j?% 19% 13%
Proporiion believing Germany will win the : y :
'lr.......--..-o-ot‘ooc ‘6}0 6% 6; 1%
Total nuwber of priscners 61 55 i | 70

* BSee Appendix I for complete figures and questions asked.
#% High point in morele based on interrogution in Italian theatre.
#x# See aAppendix II for complete figures and questions asked.
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TRENDS ARE APPARENT EVEN IN CLOSELY MATCHED GROUPS « .+ «

It must be remembered that the groups of prisoners interrogated at different
times usually differ in ways which may make dependence on the reliability of
such differences tenuous. The July 20 and August 3 groups differed in the
following ways:

1.

nterval between cgpture gnd interropatiocn.
The July <Oth group was questioned about 3 weeks after capiure;
the August 3rd group wus interrogated about 1 week after capture.

e E&!!ARMI.L?&!EEQ&&&S&B-
The July 20th group had been interrogated before; the August jrd

group had not been interviewed previously.

¢

Se mmmgz&m;u 'y
The July 20th group was made up of approximetely half N.C.0.'s; '

the August ird group was made up entirely of privates.

4o, um_agm
The July <0th group was mude up of 667 combatant troops; the
August srd group was 87j combatant troops.

Se

Sth group 694 Reichsdeutsche, und 16% whose
origin was unknown; the August srd group was compeed entirely
of Reichsdeutlsche, '

In view of these differences, steps were tuken to verify the drop in morale
- in fairly comparable groups. It was possible to match 46 cuses on the basis
of age, type of unit, and plece of origin. Although the groups are small,

figures are shown in percentages for comparison purposes. It is significant
that the downward trend in morale is almost as striking in these matched ca~

M

Propertion velieving that it is still possible to e

drive the Allies from France « « « o « s o o o« o o o 635 265
Proportion whé would have preferred to continue
fighting when captured o « « + « « o o » ¢ ¢ « s + & 515 225
Proportion on Hitler's side in the recent putsch . . . 514 35% P
Proportion believing Germany will '1n‘)ho WAr s s s e 435 9%
Total number of prisoners 46 - 46 . 2
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SUT CONFIDENCE IN CFFICERS AND NCU'S REMAING BIGH® . . .

with ell the evidence pointing to lowered morale in the Wehruacht, there are
no signe that German prisoners are increesingly dissaiisfied with their offi-
cers. Priscners were asked:

"Was you former company leader the kind of man who risked his men's
lives to hold a position or was he more inclined to lay down arms
to upcro livesi®

264 of the July 20 group, und only
185 of the Aug. 3 group, said that their comsanding offi-
c¢er was inclined to risk lives to hold & position,

And the majority of men said that they agreed with thoir commanding officer's
polieys

5554 of the July 28th group, and

59/ of the Aug. 3 group thought that their commanding
officers had the right idea, regardless of which
stand they thought he took.

Furthermore, 53 per cent of the second group said they had confidence in
their immediate supericr cofiicers. 4nd there were cnly small age differences
in attitudes toward officers. [Lven the usually low-morale older men were
quite favorably disposed toward their officers in the second group.

Anterviewed August 3
40 snd undek Over 30
Proporiion agreeing with commanding
officer's policy toward risking or

saving human lives ., . ® s v o 0 0 e @ 61‘ 57%

Proportion having full ¢onfidence in

their immediate officers o+ « ¢« + + » &« 59% ‘6%
Total number of priscners . . . 95 | 10

Propuganda attempiing tuv estrunge men from officers is not
likely to be successful when the general level of confidence
in officers is sc high throughout all age groups in the Wehr-
macht., Furthermore, it has not droppod with the ganorul drop
in morale on other issues.

W A R ER A R e M R R R e e e e e e e i I

* See Appendix III for full figures and questions asked.
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July 28  August 3

PPENDIX
Yrends in Morale of the Wehrmacht
Date of polls Nove. 1943
ifter Ger-
Laptured at: - man retrest
up to
Cassino
{low point
in Italian
Pluces his trust in the Yes ST
Flhrer ' ) 36
K.A. 1
Would have preferred to Yes 425
continue fighting : No 50
: H.4. 8
Believes Aliies can be Yes -
driven out of Italy Ko -
(France) N.d. -
Believes in secret weapon Yes 4250
(other secret weapons) No 47
H‘A. ll
Believes in German victory Yes ——p
& uo .
E.Ao -
Plot of the officers for Hitler -
for plotters -
N.A. —
Agrees with company Agrees -
commender on degree Disagrees e
of resistance Node -

‘Number of priscaners . .

able

‘ Kot ascertain~

Warch 1944 July 9 July 21
inzic and
Cassino Cherbourg Carentan Awerican 5t. Lo
during at- : sector
trition war-
fare (high Rate 2l santars ...
point in June July July
[tal Jucrale 29 P ¥ | 1 -13 ul
825 %7 59 pes "“%3&1“"
12 18 27 - 43
6 15 16 - 21
66 24% 30% 394 167
25 59 67 42 17
9 17 3 19 1
545 42% 315 457 16
33 38 49 33 63
i3 20 14 22 21
125 31% 44 - %
19 35 31 - 56
9 28 19 - 28
- - - 324 by
- - - 14 26
- - -- 54 10
- - - 39% 27% :
- - - 21 42
- - - 26 3
-<p -~ -5 564 59%
- - - 12 19
- -- - 32 A
31 363 155 100 165
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Lle

2.

3

4.

APERNUIX  I1
Trends in Morale in Different Age Groups
Do you believe that it Yes
is still possible to Ko

drive the aAllies from

France?

No answer

When captured, would you Tes
have preferred to con- Ho

tinue fighting?

Ko answer

Aré you yourself for the Hitler

vfficers who plunned the

Officers

attempt (on Hitler's life) No answer
or for Hitler?

Do you believe that Germany Yes

will win?

Doubt
Ho
Ho answer

o Total BuUMber « +» + & o o

v _
' .3_._
614 25%
23 59
16 16
54k  22%
28 70
18 8
534 31
13 38
4 25
4% 6f
33 o4

$§ o
11 G

July

19%
26

10%
13
19k
42

b

26
20

Aug.

14
70
29

—Jotal
July Auge
AR
" a5t 168
33 63
N
39% 16%
2 11
A R
394 214
21 42
% 2
2% 4%
35 58
‘14 26
19 12
100 165
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APPRNLIX 111
Attitude Toward Officers

40 and under _ _Over 30

July  Aug. July
R W | S
Was your former company - Risked lives 3354 214 1654
leader a man who risked Saved lives 36 68 55
the lives of his men to No answer 31 il 29
hold a positicn or was :
he inclined to cease fi-
ghting in order to save
human lives?
In your opinion, was he Right « « « « o« 515 &% 56%
right? : Wrong « « + o » 1 23 22
No answer . . . 36 16 22
Did you have confidence in. Full confidence 59%
your immediate superior? DOubE o s v b » 26
(not asked July 28) No confidence . 9
No answer . . . 6
Total number . . . ; s B 95 ; 31

Aug.
ke

13%
o4

23

\

5Tk
14
29

465
32
11
31

70

—ted

July  Aug.
W Uhgias &
265 18%
39 67
35 15
564 59
32 A
2 a
53%
3
e
8
. 100 165
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