MUSIC, MRS .KTRN

Jan.8,1909,

The year's work in pusic is divided into three parts of three

monthe each,

The first part i3 devoted primarily to ginging,.

in prepa-

ration for the two big festivals, Thanksgiving and Ohristmas, the tech-

nieal work coming im as it can.

to technieal work.

The secund part is devoted ehiefly

The work of the third is divided equally between

technical work and song singing, which culmiknate in our May Festival.

The grcups under my charge are 1A & B, 2A & B, 3A & B, 3X, 4A &

B and b A & B.

with each is usfollowss

and writing of the scale,
without regard to time, symbols,

1A & B raythm,

The technical work planned for the Winter Quarter -

£, 3, & 4,. pulse, the singing
Writing melodies founded upon the scale

2A & B, names of lines and spaces

of the staff § rhythm 2, 2, 4, and 6-pulse j writing simple melodies

with bars and time symbols,.
reading sugcestions for use in assenmbly.

3A & B and X, writing complete welodiss,
4A & B, rules for key notes

through all the scales, BePart exescises read from the boardpreading
of songs for assembly singing, S5A % B, analysis of scale structure j
study of signatures: through the twelve keys. Reading of songs,

The new children who entered the schcol at: the opening of the
Winter Quarter made a review necessary and the first lessons this month
have been largely devoted to that review, The subject matter has been
purposely very simple, to allow the newcomers and the forgetful pecple
tc gain confidence in themselves and tc reach a common ground with the
other children., The work im rhythm for the youngest children has been
begun by clapping of two-pulse and picturing two-pulse on the board by
means of circles, The first few lcssons have been devoted to gaining
freedom in swinging o0f the circles. Antiphonal exercises in two=pulse
have boen sung. The sc¢ale has been started, A song for Assewbly,the
words by Wi, Blake, "How 8weet is the Shepherd's Sweet Lot" Lus been
chosen to give with exercises given by the Second CGrade c¢n Shepherd
Life, This song has been the one used throughout the grades, The
First and S8econd OGrade children get the singing by rote, and the 3fd,
4th and 5th read it fromthe board by syllables..

Material for writing has beeng
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ass of the first grade have peen ale to write these
the secund, third, fourth and fifth
proportion in each
These SCngs are given

The older cl
"work-songs *without Lime=-symbols,
pave made the notation complete. Abcut the sune
cluss hos done the work correctly without help.
by rote. The children repeat them first with woras,_afterwards with
syllables. They then tuke up the rhythm and jacide how many different
gorts of notes are used, and whether the 8song begins oha gtrong Or weak
pulse. They then go to tneboard and write out the work. The prepara=

tion is more careful with tae younger ¢ ildren,



MUSIC, MRS,KPRN, TTACHWR, JAN,12 to 20,09

FIRST GRAIF: :

' The lower class of the First Grade has in its three half hour
periodsproceeddd witl the work in rhythm, clapping the pulse and draw-
ing it by wmeans o circles on the board. The connection between this
work and soumething of the same rhythm is made by meuns of exercises in
which the teacher sings with syllables a measure wuich 1s echoed Ly the
children, As, for instance: : o Vo
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cod Diano accompaniment makes this music interesting and the children
eady sggg it very prettily. This work has been carried through
thfeq 4 four pulse rhythm, They write the scale correctly, and
2 to sing its syllables from high to low do. I think there

re onotones in this class, thcugh one boy has to make stren-
fo to get Lis weoice below middle C..

,TEIRD AND FOURTH GRADES have worked at the reading of a new
J ag#6ng for Februmary needss "Our Flag", Third Book «f Fleanor Smith
si ourse, Two lessons bave sufficed with each class to accomplish
vel¥ reading with syllables and tc sing by heart one verse with good
tone d spirit, This song is especiully good for its purpose,

The older cluss of the FOURTH GRADE has taken up &8' speclal
work for the quarter the location of key notes, A rule for finding
the do through the sharp scales was given them, the aharp signatures
through #ix keys were placed on the board and each child in turn wrote
high and low do in cne of these keys.

Both classes of the FIFTH GRADE have hken up the scale struc-
ture., We hive s<en by meand of the keyboard half and whole steps and
by listening have located the whidle and half steps forwming the scale,
At each lesson one scale has been buillt’ up, @ach child placing one note
on the staff., They considered it a difficult matter t¢ remember the
half steps between "e" and "f" and "b" and "e" on the key bourd, but
have achieved some measure of succeess, inasmuch us the scale of "b"
was built up today, with but one mistake. They have read the 'flag

song.

All the classes have revived a favorite snow song.of last
year (by Attenhofer, in Second Book,, Model Music Series,) for use in
an assembly given by the Third Orade on habits of plants and animals
in Winter,



MUSIC - MRS, KERNW
Jan, 27, 1909,

THRE OLDER CHILDREN OF THRE PIRST GRADE have written the scale on

the board and pointed out upon it a short melody which they had
learned by rote, After pointing it out correctly, they have
rone to the board and written the song, without tine symbols,
0f course this nelody is very simple,

THE THIRD CRADRE has had a drill on the names of the lines and
spaces of the staff, This has been carried on by means of writ-
ing words with notes on the staff, We have found twenty or
thirty words made from the first seven letters of the alphabet
which the children have given each other,

THE POURTH GRADR has written papers giving high and low "do"
in each of the sharp keys, Thirty out of thirty-five children
have done this correctly,

THR PI®TH GRADE has written papers on the structure of the
scale, building up the scales with their sharps through the
sharp keys, Only four out of thirty-four children have done
this without mistake, but a large proportion of the papers are
fairly goed, Our singing has been continuing the Wlag song
which we began last week, learning its three verses. The chil-
dren of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th grades read the song with

syllables, fluently,



MUSIC MRS, KERW
Jan, 29, 1909,

LOWRR CLASS O™ THE WIRST GRADE!:
Tone work, rhythm and scale=-writing continued, - reading
of scale melody by syllables, '

SECOND GRADE:

Reading of the second half of "Hiawatha's Tirefly Song",
by W, H, lLawrence, Riverside Song Rook, A dotted quarter
note occurs in two measures, The subject of dotted whole, half
ana quarter notes has been discussed, The children have civen
the value of each by means of pulses drawn on the board:
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THIRD GRADE:

Reading of the second half of the above song, Review of
dotted notes and rests,

POURTH GRADE: :
The chromatic scale learned, with its syllables, The
children sing up the scale more correctly than down, The third
tone in the down chrom:stic scale ig the difficult one, obhviously

because this is the first change from the diatonic scale to
which they are amccustomed,

These children have read the whole "Wirefly Song" referred
to above, The first half of Lhe song contained sharp sol and
gsharp re, and is in the minor mode,

FIFTH GRADE classes have been omitted owing to the change of
program, and to my duties as hostess of the day, which took me
away from ny classroom,
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MUSIC - MRS, KERN
Fov.5, 1909,

The work of last week has been continued. "Hiawatha's
Pirefly Song" has been the mzaterial upon which the second, third,
fourth and fifth grades havs continued, with the rests and dotted
notes suggested by the needs of the song. The fourth and fifth

grades - the minor secale and chromstic scale,
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MUSIC - XRS, KiFN

Qur two holidays this past week have cut down music lessons
to one~half hour & week for several of ths classes, It seemed
s0 impossible to carry over the children's interests with so
short a period that we are camsidering inereasing the number of
half hours per week in musie¢ to three. Under the present arrange-
mant that would overload my program te such an extent that we are
econsidering coneentrating on musie for a few grades and allowing
the othsr grades to have but one pariod per week in which they
would learn songs for assembly singing,

The second &iviaic}n'or the first grade have continued with
their work in rhythm. It is interssting to wateh the type of
child who draws the circles on the board dspicting the rhythm
with a free arm movement, =nd those who naturally draw with
erampad fingers, They are all growing more fres in this exer-
cise. The other grades have been preparing songs for our Lin-
coln Day celebrations Grieg's "Patherlad Song", "Eleanor Smith's
"Plag Song® and “America", ' |
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MUSIC - MRS. KERN.
Fob. 24, 1909.

Yor Washington's Birthday old favorite songs have been
revived, read by syllables and learned, "Who Mads the First
Flag?* by Prank Atkinson (Songs in Season), is a prime faverite.
Qutrivalling it in popularity is "George Washington Went ore
to War", words and music by a class of Fifth Grade children.
This song has been in use for primary grades for nins years, and
never fails to arouss the dull ones and prove & gorrsctive for
the tone-deafl people, '

This writing of eriginal songs by the children is one of
the most vital activities of the music work, but it is being
crowded out this ysar by lack of time. As long as the =zbility
$0 road notss fluently remsins the eriterion for successful
musical training of children, at least two half hours a week
must ba spent upon that drill.

Arrsngements have been made by which each class of the
Sscond Grade is to have thrsse half hour pericds in musig¢ per
week.,. I shell look for decidedly betier prograss. A new
song, "Robin Hood and Little John® (an English folk song)
has been taken up by ths second, third, fourth and fifth grades.
Its problems 1lie In its time. The secgond grade are being
introduced to the divided beat through its requirements. The
Fourth grade, after raviewing the rules for finding the key
note when sharps are in the signature, have takem up ths key
notes in flat signatures. A paper on this will be asked of
themn.
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MUSIC ~----- RS, KRN,
March 3, 1909,

The FIRST GRADE has been resviewing its “iwve little songs
to jein accuracy. The cuildren offer to sing for one another,
and I allow them to do se, as the exercise proves well worth while
for self criticism, Those c¢hildren who sing accurately dn tune
have the @pportunity of giving a good rendition of the song, while
those who fall sse their mistakss clearly. They have read with
syllables the first half of a new song.

The SECONUD GRADE has finished "Robin Hocd" and taken up a
new song, “In March® by Jessie Gaynor, reading it with syllables.
It contains sharp re vwhigh is & new featurs.

One closs of the THIRD GRADE is preparing for morning exere
cise on falry posms., -They brought a few of thelr poems to me to.
sas whethsr one or orse ¢ould not be sst to musie, We decidsd
on Tennyson's “Merman and Mermsid"™ and in &« half hour period
which Miss Blaek kindly gave us {or the purpose, the children
evolved the following:
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Pive or six children gave the accepted phrases while the
rest freely criticised., The differencs between "a bold mermun®
and "a fair mermaid" is to be indicated by the piano accompani-
ment played an octave higher in the second varse. In nmeking
thase songs, the children dictate phrase by phrase to ms,



MUSIC --- ~--- MRS, KERN.
March 5, 1909,

The younger ol sss of the FIRST GRADE in their threse half
hour 1essons have been reading and writing a part of their new
gong "The Ri11%, and perfecting their repertoire.

The SRCOMD GRADE, first and second classes, in their three
half hours have continued thestudy of their season song, “In
Hnr|h' end have rad and studied & song with jocose words to be
ready for a mprnang exercise, -~ such &8 Wwas recently given of
nonsense rhymes and Jinglot. 1 had supposed a joke would be
welcoms to them, but find they prefer esthetic pleasure. Pere
haps it was the wrong kind of & joke.

The THIRD GRADE have sung their original sung, the boys
veing "the mermen bold® and the girls the "mermalds fair®, They
will have sn opportunity glven them to write 1it. The other
group of this grnde are to give a morning exerceise of Norse
Life snd will probsbly be g;m an oppertunity to set to music
one of their original rhymes on that subject,

The songs "In March® and the funny ome, *The Lion® have been
read and studied.

- POURTH GRADE ¢l asses have hended in papers with the key
notes of high and low do,through the flat keys, whose signatures
they have copied from the board., They read ard studied the songs
above mentioned.

Both ckasses or'tho FIVTH GRADE have handed in pepers
giving the key notes and names of sharps through the six sharp

keys.
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MUSIC -- MRS, KNEN
March 17, 1909,

The FIRST ORADR work has bsen a continuation of that of lust
waek, They have finished the Indian song end sing it quite core
rectly in tunme, I find the quality of ths text of the song
strongly affects the musieal result. If the text stimulates
them by sheer beauty, or by meeting their interests by correlation
with other stirring subjects, the melody 18 more corrsctly given.

The SRCOND GRADE have sung the Indian song end have read onee-
half of a. . new Spring Song by Mozmart, In thafr third period this
week they were given the first half of a new song to notate on the
board. Most of the class ware charmed to have an aopportunity teo
write. They heard the little song four or five times and then
analyzed it as to time, and gave it its symbols. The resulting
notation was for the most part correct.

The THIRD CRADE completed the study of the Indian song. The
¢lass who wrots the Mermm Song occupled ona perioed notating a
portion of it on the board. Miss Black azllowed us a third period
to copy the song in their musie tablets for preservution,

The FOURTH GRADE in one period were given an opportunity te
notate a new little song. I wrote the words on the board as an
assistance., They them heard the song fie or six times. They then
analyzed its time, named its welody by syllables, and then notated
it on the board. They were yulte successful, perhaps more so
than when I emphasized the writing more than the reading of songs.
I belisve drill in sight-rcading is more ussful than writing.

The song used was "The Nestlings™, page 7, Book I, Elsanor Smith
series, It admlts of rsally lovely harmony.

The FIFTH GRADE have struggled with a two-part song, short
and simple to read in single part, but not suceessful when mmg
togethar, This grade is recalcitrant in musie. They aet self-
conscicugs with one smother snd as yet have not been awakened to a
sonse of self-criticism as to quality of tone.



HUSIC «- MRS, KTRN,

iarch 31, 1909,

We have been working in all the grades on the 8Spring Song
by Mozart, The first grade children sing it by rote, the second
read it with a 1ittle help, and the remaining grades read 1t
independently. In the fifth grade we have b:en working on a
twoepart song., More time has to be spent in the work in this
grade on tons.production. I have made an expsriment with a
bright class of the third grade with s simple twoepart exsrcise.
They take the, K two parts singing more readily tha.nv! do sams of the
fifth grade children.



MUSIC --- MRS, KIRN,
April 7' 19090

-

? The Mogart Spring 8Song has proven so singable thel we have

dwelt upon it as a weal exercise in 2ll the g,ra@do(. The chile
drent's voices are mellow and loveky througheut it, in part o cause
of its rangs 'md in part becsuse of its text which expresses a
longing for spring in good poetic phrase. As drill on sungs for
Arbor Day will now commence, I have givem all the grades one
farewell period of writing. The first grade have written the
first phrase of & song on birds which we use sach spring in the
school: %All the birds have coms aggin". The second, t;hird,
fourth and fifth havse w_ritten a work Xscmg acain in the fnammr
described in my report of March 17th, the diffsrence in pre=~
senting the song to the various grades lying in the detail of
prapara:biaxi.

The music department hers has not yet found a sufriciont
reason for the disproportionate »m’uai cal ability in the second and
fifth grades of this school, Why should the work carried out in
logicel sequence proceed with good result through the fourth
grade and from the fifth up show a marked leck in attainnent?

Ws conclude that one great factor is the laeck of time given to
m’usie on the progrom, Large demands are made upon the music
from other departments and too 11¢tle time is left for drill onm
the technical side.



MUSIC -- MRS, KFRN.

April 4& 1909,

We are to celebrate Arbor Day on April 30th with a formal
program indoors and short exercises with the tree-planting in
the garden.  Two OId_BOHgB.iill be revived fof this occasion,
"All the Birds Have Cowe Again® and Elewor Smith's "God Sends
His Bright Spring Sun", both from her kindorgarton book, The se
have both been used at this festivel for muny years, and have
delightful associstions for us all. Pfaetico wurk\has'eeagad
in the first grade and will be taken up in the second by another
student,

The first grade psople have read parts of the two songs
mnntidned above, have had drill in tonse work and rhythm, The
second grade has taken up a canon by C. Cornish, "Spring Song"
in the secund book E,Smith course, reading it in their threse
lessons and working on the first verse in one part,

' The third snd fourth grades have worked at this canon,
groups of the children holding it against the teacherts voice
on the second part, L short exercise in two-part singing has
been suceesslully mastered. The fourth and fifth grade have
takén up & setting of "Under the Greenwood Tree”, too difficult
for them td road unassisted, and almost too difficult for them
to sing, but chosen for Arbor Day because of its beauty and ‘
inspirational quality. It is from "Songs of Life and xaturoiby
E, Smith, The children have been helped in melody and o0dd
rhythmic form of the song by seeing it written on the board,.
All the grades have reviewed the Arbor Day song.



A N \m\%

April 16, 1909,

Material for reading, writing and singing has been found
in the songs for Arbor Day. The first grads has written the
first pert of "God Sends His Bright Spring Sun", hus read the
song entire, and learned its two verses. They have learned
two verses of "Dear Little Tree That We Plant Today" and havs
sung the melody by rote,. They have also continued last week's
songs,

The second grade children have read "Dear Little Tree"
with some hslp and have lesarned to sing one varse. They have
also raéd "God Sends His Bright Spring Sun" and learned the
two varses, |

The third, fourth and fifth grade children have taken up
"Under the Greenwood Tree" by REleanor Smith, from "Songs of Life
and Nature®, by rote, It is extremely difficult in time, but
is worth in cultural value all the work we put upon it, The
childfen.love to sing it, They have read the songs mentioned
above except "Deur Little Tree", which is reserved for the three

youngar grades,



MUSIC =« «= «« HRS, KERN,
Two wseks,énding May 5, 1909, .

,é? Miss Eleanor Sm'th's new music series has bsen introduced
\in the s¢hool., ‘The sacond and third grades ere using Book I,
the fourth and fifth are using Book II. All of the childrsan
ssam much interested to own music books, and work with concen=-
tration on the little songs which thus far have been vary simple,
We are taking up these songs in ordsr, It is espseinlly useful
to show conclusively to the denenair  fi fth grads wh:st they do
not know,
It has up to this time bsen the pelicy under Dr, Dewey,
Col., Parker snd Mr. Jackman to comsidsr the content of music in
the work with tha children, rather than the technicel side,
Mr., Jackman was espseially scornful of what hs called, "Hote-chase~
ing".%e touched upon technicel points, but our ¢hildren excelled
in musical appreciation, sympathy end comprehension,  We shall
try not to havs this musical spark qusnched by drill, but in our
two thiry-minute periods, it will be necessary to adhare cloasly
to technical work to accomplish anything satisg tory along that
line, T shall meke a spscial point of giving , Cilldren the
inspiretion of a good plano accompanimsnt to sach exercise or
little song aftsr they have mastered the melody indspendently.
‘A8 they are not to have a formel musicel program for our
8pring Pestival, it will not bs necessary to bresk the routine
of tachnical work, and unless something interasting vecurs worthy
of reporting, I will omit this weekly racord, One break will
occur when tha four-A group write & lorse song the text of which
they have now ready. This will doubtlsss ba interssting to
raport, '



MUs IC

MRS, KERN.,

June 11, 1909,

One of the EIGHTH GRADE #irle having written a farewell to
the School in verse, ten of the rraduating class came to me to
gset it to music, They aid the work with much freedom and ease,
and the following was evolved:
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The song was sung to the remainder of the class, accepted and

sung to the school . It was formally adopted as the U.B.8.
Cradua te's 8Song,

Tor their play of Robin Hood, the PIPTH CRADE needed a song,
WThe Wooing of 8ir Keith", The ballad being impractically
long, a committee attempted to condensge it, This work was
finally done by one girl, Twelve children then formed a volun-
teer music class to give extra time to setling the hallad to

misic, One half-hour period was sufficient to evolve the fol=
lowing:
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Therc is no cther work undertaken in music which so unifies
the interest of the class as does composition, The unmusical
children are as eager and helpful as the rest, and usually find
themgelws able Lo sing the oricsinal song nore correctly than
any other sceng given them from an 'utside ssurce,

The work of reading simple songs from Miss Smith's new
Bducational Series, proceeds satisfactorily, When the work
threatens to pall from its monotony, I cive the children a chance
to exercise initiative in choosing songs from their old repertoire.
The clags is often divided between a desire to choose a song,
and a cesire to pet ahead of another class by vloddine on through
the next exercise, I do not feel that the musical content is
neglected in the reading, as “iss Smith's exercises are so well
selectied that many b‘ecome charming little songs when an inter-
esting accompaniment ia added.
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