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This reserve it appeared from subsequent disclosures consisted of an under-
standing between himself and Qerl:a.in leading opponents with whom he had held
private conference during the winter, the mein purpose of which wes to prevent
any collision or decisive movement during the remmant of Mr Buchanen's
administration, The motives of Mr Seward in promoting delay wers undoubtedly
well intentioned, founded on faith that he if in power could in some way by
some expedient, recon ¢ ile differences. The secessionists had a different
objects They kmew it would be more difficult to unite the Southern people
in a war against the Buchanan administration than against Lincoln, the black
republican whose election they had opposed, and whom the pronounced, and
caused those who confided in them to believe to be an enemy to the South. The
politieiens, in tiongress and out of it, who gathered in and about Washington
that winter, were willing to postpone action during the few remaining days of
the expiring administration, and none more so than the feeble and irresolute
but intelligent President who felt himself incapable of firmly holding the
reins and successfully guiding the govermment in that erisis. Illadvised
bewildered, paralysed amd betrayed, he readily caught at any plan which would
give him quiet and enable him to tide over the short remmant of his of-
fioli.al life. The private conferences of the leaders during the winter led
to temporary arrangments, and humiliating terms with avowed disunionists,
acquies [ ced) in the seisure ‘s;g‘t of Forts, Arsemals and other public
property. The government was to do nofthing while the rebels were very
active & permitted te organise and do everything to resist the govermment
after the 4th of March should the demands not be compleid sic with, and ex-
actionsnot be met by concession, for a dissolution of the Union.

The failure to take prompt, energetic and decisive measures against

the secession movements at the commencement, and thus like And re w Jackson







in 1832 to resist the beginning of evil, displaid Esié] great want of
executive ability. The indecision of the President and the efforts of others
to putt sic offfor a few weoks the evil day were from whatever motive
were unfortunate for the repubation of President Buchan [sio], but more
unfortunate for the countrye. In every p oint of view the temporising
policy of the winter of 1861 may be considered a mistake a national mise
fortune, Not that a conflict could have been prevented, The controversy
which had been thirty years maturing had become so deep seated, its
px;oportions were so vast, the passions were so excited that no earthly
power could have saved the country from ware The men who combined against
the govermment for alleged grievances had after long preparation finally
succeeded in obtaining comtrol of the oivil organisation of the states

in one section of the Union, and were determined to have the ascendancy

in the genl [:genera.la govermment, or a new confederacy of their owne But
if hostilities could mot have been prevented, it is scarc[e|ly to be doubted
they would have been of less proportion had the administration of Mr Buchen
[sic | put forth the strong hand of power against the first organisation to
disorganise, & protected, defended and held the fortress and public property
entrusted to its keeping; But the friends of the incoming and outgoing
administrations in Washington united on a different policy, though from
different motives. The secessionists felt truly thet delay was important-e
that it would be an embarrasing | sic| and unhappy if not a disastrous
complication for them to make open war on the government whilst it wes
administered by a men of their own selection and whose general course

they approveds Mr Seward, who in pretty free communication with though

politically opposed to them, persuaded himself that if the contestants did
not take the field until there was a change of administration, he could then
with his resourf_c]es, expedients and means tranquilise the country. In this
he was as sincere as in any political act of his life. Those who charge him
Wwith unpatriotic and ulterior designs against the govmment end the Uniom do







him injustice.

He was a centralist in his tendencies mot & disunist emd in his efforts to
delay ection he was on what Mr Adams calls "The delusive track of expediency,"
without fixed principles, or eny cleaer and well defined policye. His
prophicies of pacification within ninety days, iterated and reiterated,

wore based on no facts. He never made kmown what he proposed to do to
reconcile differences except, as declared in his speech of the 12! of January,
by meeting exaction with concession, submitting to the doctrine of coercion
and evacuabing the national fortresses in the seciding Eeceediné} states.
With faith in expedients, he expressed his readiness for a natiomnal
convention to revive the Constitution and also for an amendment, to prohibit
forever, beyond revocation any authority in Congress to interfere with the
subject of slavery. As the war was inevitable, it was fortunate for the
country that so honest, so determined, so sagacious and capable & men as
Lincoln was President to meet it with his rare comprehension, humane instincts,

fixed principles, calm forbearsnce? and regard for federal and state rights.
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This reserve it appeared from subsequent disclosures comsisted of en undere
standing between himself end certain leeding oppomemts with whom he had held
privete conferemce during the winter, the main purpose of which was %o prevent
any collision or decisive movement during the remmant of Mr Buchanan's
administration. The motives of lMr Seward in promoting delsy were mdoubtodlv o
well intentioned, founded om faith that he if in power could in some wey by :
some expedient, veson o ile differences. The secessionists hutn different
object. They lmew it would be move difficult to unite the Southern people
in o wer against the Buchenan administration than egeinst Lincoln, the black

republicen whose election they opposed, and whom the promounced, and
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caused those who confided in them to believe to be an ememy to the Souths The
politieians, in )ému and out of it, who gathered in end ebout Washington
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the expiring adn:lnutntian,_ end none more 8o then the feeble ,”"’ irresolute
but intelligent President whe felt himself incapable of firmly holding the

reins and suscessfully guiding the government in that erisis. Illadvised
bewildered, paralysed end betrayed, he readily caught at uv"l[‘;ph.n which would
give hin quict and ensble hin to tide over the short remmsnt of his of-
fielal 1ife. The private conferences of the leaders during the winter led
to temporary arreangments, and humiliating terns with awﬂd d!ilunionistl ’
acquies [ced) in the seisure ,Eno‘ of Forts, Arsemals and oth?r publie
property. The govermment was to do n‘ﬂng while the rebels were very
active & permitted to organise and do everything to resist the pnrmnt
after the 4th of Mareh should the demands not be unphﬁ sip with, and ex-
actionsnot be met by concession, for a dissolution of m Union.
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in 1832 to resist the begimning of evil, displaid [sid great wamt of
executive ability, The indecision of the President end the efforts of others
%o pubt sic offfor a fow weeks the evil dey were from whatever motive

were unfortunate for the repubation of President Buchan [si] , but more
unfortunate for the sowntry, In every p oimt of view the temporising
policy of the winter of 1861 may be considered & misteke a national mise
fortune, lNot that a conflict could have been prevented. The controversy
which had been thtrw\yuﬂ n‘:‘lmrmhnd become so deep seated, its
proportions were so vast, the pessions were so exeited that no earthly
power could have saved the country from war, The men who combined against
the govermment for alleged Mﬂor long preparation finally
succeeded in obtaining control of the ttvu orgenisation of the states

in one section of the Union, and were determined to have the ascendancy

in the genl [:gomnl:) government, or a new eonfederascy of their own. But

if hostilities could mot have been prevented, it is mm[_‘._')xy to be doubted
they would have been of less proportion had the administration of lir Buchen
[m]m forth the strong hand of power against the first orgenisation to
disorganise, & protected, defended and held the fortrews and public property
entrusted to its keeping; But the friends of the incoming and outgoing
administrations in Washingbon united on & different polisy, though from
different motives., The secessionists felt truly that delay was important-=
that 4t would be an embarrasing [ sie | and unhappy if not a disastrous
gomplication for them to make open war on the government whilst it wes
edministered by a man of their own selection and whose general course

they approved, MNr Seward, who in pretty free communication with though
politically opposed to them, porluad_od himself that if the contestants did
not take the field until there was a change of administration, he could then
with his rum[g}-. expedients and means tranquilise the country. In this

he was as sincere as in any political aet of his life, Those who charge him
with unpatriotic and ulterior designs against the govmment end the Umiom do







him jnjustices
He was a ocentralist in his tendencies not a disunist emd in his efforts to
deley action he was on what My Adans calls "The delusive track of expediency, "
without fixed principles, or any cleer and well defined policy., His
prophicies of pacification within ninety days, iterated end reiterated, !
were based om no facts. He never made lmown what he proposed to do to ]
MO;una differences except, as declared im his speech of the 12' of January,
by meeting exsction with concessiom, submitting to the dooctrine of coercion
SvcHHEENp e 2etional fortresses in the seciding [_iouumgmu-.
With faith in o:p.d!m‘hl. he expressed his readiness for a matiomal

convention to revive the Comstitution and also for an amendment, to prohibit
forever, beyond revocation any authority in Congress to interfere with the
subject of slavery. As the war was inevitable, it was fortunate for the

country that so honest, so determined, so sagacious and cepable & man as
Lincoln was President to meet it with his rare comprehension, humane instincts,
fixed principles, calm forbearance? and regard for federal and state rights..
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This ~wocive it appeared from subsequent disclosures consisted of an unders
standing between himself and certain leading opponents with whom he hed held
private conference during the winter, the main purpose of which was to pre-
vent any collision or decisi:: movement during the remmant of Mr Buchanan's
administration. The motives of Mr Seward in promoting delay were undoubtedly
well intentioned,-g;ﬁﬁ;;f;n faith that he if in power could in wome way by
some expedient, rrti rc) - differences., E;éavJ‘n- AEYI 7 had & different
objects They kmew it would be more difficult to unite the Southern people

in a war against the Buohanaﬁ administration than against Lincoln , the black.

republican whose election they had opposed, and whom they [ , end

caused those who confided in them to believe to be an enam5 to the Southe The
politicians in &ongress and out of it, who gathered in and about Washington
that winter, were willing tg postpone action during the few remaining days of
the expiring administration, and nome more so than the feeble and irresolute
but intelligent smd———\———  President who felt himself incapable of
firmly_h?lding‘thé reins and successfully guiding the govermment in that crisis,
Ill advised bewildered, paralysed and betrayed, he readily caught at any plen

which would give him quiet and enable him to tide over the short remmant of

his official’ life, The private /.- of the leaders during the winter
led to temporary arrangments, —t and humiliating terms with
avowed disunionists, scquiesic< in the -<ci...ic 1. |of Forts, Arsenals and

other public propertye The government was to do nothing while the

were very active & p®e permitted to organise and do everything to resist the
governmént after the.4th of March ‘ekeuié ) .the demands eme
not be compleidi*i?h, and exactions not be met by'oonoession, for a disso=

lution of the Union.

The failure to thke prompt, energetic and decisive measures against

the -... ... .. movements at the commencment, and thus like Anér Jackson
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in 1832 to resist the begining of evil, dispk‘n.m.f Lwwe | great want of Bxecutive
abilitye. The indecision of the President and the efforts of others to putt /.- A

off for a few weeks the evil day were frpy-wiabever-ypbeve from whatever
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motive (<< wwirli. for the repubation of President Buchan, but more unfore
\ y

tunate for the country. In every point of view the temporising policy of the
winter of 1861 may be considered a mistake & national misfortunee Not that

a conflict could have been preventede The controversy which had been thirty
years maturing had become so deep seated, its proportions were so vast, the
passions were so excited that no earthly power could have seved the country from

ware The men who combined ageinst the government for alleged grievances had

after long preparation finally <..cc.: -CU-"’[ in obtaining control of the civil

\wiie,
organisation of the sfhtes in one section of the Union, and ewes determined
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to have the a4u~¢&»u¢yk_ in the?fﬁug, government, or a new confederacy of

their own. But if hostilities could not have been prevented, it is |
[21
scarﬁ%y to be doubted they would have been of less proportion had the ad-
L)
ministration of lr Buchaﬁhput forth the strong hand of power against the

first organisation to disorganise, & protected, defended end held the fort-
ress and public property entrusted to its keeping; But the friends of the
incoming and outg&ing administ#ations in Washington united on a different

polidty, though from different motives. The‘qksLhr;quelt truly thet delay
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was importan@-~ that it would be en embarraﬁéng and unhappy if not a dis-

astrous complication for them to make open war on the government whilst

it was administered by & man of their own selection end whose general CotAeA

they approvab».ihwfﬁeward, who was in bMUi:&Eihnn communication with

though politically ofiposed th them, persusded himself that if the con- é
testants did not take the field until thene was a change of administrationk
he coul@*ﬂuyvu with his resouéég, expedients and meand tranquilise the
country. In this he was as sincere as in any political act of his life,

Those who challge him with unpatriotic and ulterior désigns against the
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goviment and the Union do him @#mjustice,















Q
(-4
a.
v
o -l
<L
U
st
o
24
e
L1
e
&
o
b
o
&
-
S

Tibraries




WILLIAM H., SEWARD
| BY
GIDEON VELLES

A MANUSCRIPT CONTAINING
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