

















; ( ardistan more especially, which
“HisToRY OF INDIGENOUS EDUCATION IN THE PANJAB owes its name to him, has been brought into the practical
SINCE ANNEXATION AND IN 1882. By G. W. LEITNER, range of geographical knowledge by Dr. Leitner. He has
LL.D., First Doctor of Oriental Learning honoris causd, of also often entered the lists, with mugh praiseworthy zeal, on
the University of the Panjab; of the Middle Temple, behalf of the removal of well-founded complaints of the
Barrister-at-Law; late on special duty with the Education natives of Ipdla.f - i i ———
Commission appointed by the Government of India; Fellow _'.Fhls.' * fobie ki o1 distinctly
of, and formerly Professor of Arabic with Muhammadan Yisible—s the work before us, .a volume displaying great
Law at, King’s College, London ; Principal of the Govern- research, which gives us an insight into the system of
ment College and of the Oriental College at Luhore, etc. education in the N orth-West of India. Although the mass
THIS book, which is really an Encyclopsdia of Oriental of hlstoncal'and statistical materials may be insurmountable
Learning, deals not only with indigenous education among for the (f)rdmary reader, the whole volume, on that very
Hindus, Muhammadans, and Sikhs, wide as that subject is, :gcount, orms a more complete PlCturmP/ﬂ_‘ma_u:h_lmh LI
but enters also into the questions of the motives and traditions I .go thoroughly into the mafter. generalities are
of the various castes and sectsin India. This work, which con- misleading. Latet dolus in generalibus, Many a person will
tains 666 closely-printed quarto pages, is, therefore, of import- b}‘: aslt)on@hez’i, toread in the preface: *that a people inhabit
ance to the statesman as well as to the Orientalist, especially : 1"“ ef unjab” whose history shows them to be possessed
at the present conjuncture of affairs in our vast Dependency. a of an ardent republicanism allied to the most chivalrous
The vexed problem of Female Education, which actually ‘ 9"0'510'1 to chiefs; of a capacity for self-gqvernment not
Al Leos e flourished in the Panjab before annexation, is specially dealt | equalled elsewhere; and, above all, of the universal respect
4 7 with, whilst the question of widow-marriage, if not of widow- for learning and of the general spread of education.” That
i burn’ing is reduced from the sensational outery in Europe to there are also remains of the Kindergarten System, which
W e x : : L Part T owes 1§ origin to an ideal trait in Hindu legislation, still to
the sober proportion furnished by actual statistics. Pa : ith in Iadigisii ;
- =z i ? of the History consists of eight divisions, each having one or / thwil 'ltn' tn l'ci; will sound like a romance to many.
A/r & //%Z’—’“e7 more sub-sections of the religious and national foundations 5 e e(‘)’?l‘ eless it is truth, not ﬁctm::.
indi ducation and polity among the Sikhs, Muham- - _the brave people of the North-West, devoted to the
of indigenous e L polity g hs, . toashing of Nenae 5l s A y
E Al /< madans and Hindus respectively, and givesa detailed account ; b % of Nanak, the author says: “ The Sikh is the
% ’ of the text-books and courses of study in the various Gurmukhi, rotestant of Hindu POhthS;_SOClet.Yv and religion. He is
Arabie, Persian, Sanskrit, Urdu, and Hindi schools of various o above all the worshipper of  the book,” of his Bible... His
e e grades. A list of works by native savants here for the great aim is to destroy the monopoly of learning, and of the
n/f,/l ‘L o 4 first time communicated to the European M social or religious ascendancy of one clasq, and to n.’ak,‘?
less interesting is the history of the condition of the Panjab ﬁdAquahSanhthe property of the masses of his community.
on and before annexation, especially from a literary point of p 1ichs %)l‘e equal ; _Hindus are unequal.  Sikhs are
r /7 Agrrse ”7L view, and documents, long buried in Government Secretariats, { onservative Democrats in religion and politics, loyally sub-
7 are now published for the first time. The author shows ordinate to elected rule or office, and admitting the hereditary
Le o el that owing to the resumption of rent-free lands attached to | al‘mplgleé.eviu folr the descendants of Gurus Nanak and
/ﬂ;\, oy indigenous schools or to give a livelihood to teachers, ovind Singh, only by courtesy, whilst they consider their
e physicians and even artists “in the good old days,” the chiefs, including Ranjit Singh, merely as primi inter pares
= agricultural as well as the priestly classes have more or less and as representative servants of the Commonwealth.
4 a P2t yrten relapsed into ignorance during our rule, but he points out Nanak was born in 1469, and died in 1538, He was therefore
/V . 6 that by re-allotting waste lands to indigenous schools or by a Iﬁe_deceslsloi of Lut&ez; ot e el
7 inducing village communities to do so out of the commons - }115 W DO{VD that the Sikhs saved British Rule in the
- ezvri 9 belonging to them, the education of the masses can again be North-West of India at the time of the Sepoy Rebellion in
%" };‘ brought up to its former level, much to the benefit of the 1857, although their country had be'en foreibly annexed to the .
Government revenue; or, at all events, to.the alleviation of b Indian Empire not long before this event. ~ But one would
;_/Z’ I the ever-growing burthen of the cost of mass-instruction on hav]e; 30 go ,ff’]'ll‘ ;}111 England, before one would come across
; 018 1n e
e D et the State. Part II. deals with indigenous schools in th anybody (with the exception perhaps of a few officers or
important frontier province of the Panjab, arranged accord- officials, who have been stationed in_ the Punjab), who has
o= ing to Districts and Divisions. Whereas formerly there was even the slightest idea of the life and habits of this curious
it . a school to every 1783 inhabitants in the most backward people, or who has even heard of the name of the founder
district of that part of India, there is now one Goverment g of their faith, We were, therefore, scarcely surprised that,
hool to every 9028, the indigenous schools, which numbered, when we paid a visit to the British Museum a few years ago,
e & : : - o and asked for a copy of Dr. T ’s translation of the Hol
at least, 33,355 before annexation with a minimum attend- ficopy r. Trumpp 8 translation of the Holy
ance of 333,550 pupils, being now reduced to 6362 schools Book of the Sikhs, ““The Adi Granth,” which had been made
with 86,023 pupils. Part V., however, still gives a list of about by order of the India Office, we conld not even find it in the
2000 learned priests of all denominations, and of authors and Museum Catalogue, although, of course, there was no doubt
poets, hitherto unknown to fame or to the government, whose of that large volume being in the Library. Tt was evident
services might be utilized in an improved scheme of popular that nobody had asked for the book before, several years
education. Among the numerous Appendices, No. VII. is, if&qr its 1pubhcatmn. We therefore had to rescue it from its
perhaps, the most important, as it contains 93 specimens of lolﬂg-Pfﬂiﬁ- i - "
as many different handwritings current among the commercial One of the earliest sayings og Nanak was, “There are
classes of Upper India and Sind, and is a worthy pendant to neither Hindus nor Mussulmans.” In other words, he tried
the remarkable discoveries by Dr. Leitner of the Shawl to bring about an union between those separated by b‘ftter
dialect and writing, as also of the secret trade dialects and religious ammosity, *There are two paths,” he said, * but
the dialects of the criminal tribes which the Panjab Govern- only one Lord.” "But it must not be inferred from the last
ment have published as *Selections from the Records of sentence that Nanak believed in Monotheism in the sense of
Government,” and which we hope to be able to review in an , a separation between the Supreme Being and the Umv'ersg.
early issue. : / Egs fﬁeast hIeeant rgthef df:owa.rdls Panﬁgxskm —i_a.ks tilzns ; 1!5
llgemeine Zeitung (Augsburg Gazette of the 28th generally case m India, unless a thinker like Kapila
Ju?o},eléé?;l)qethus discusseég 1(’ke Ig':'adiangSystem of Education :— ;/7 arises, throws over all the Gods and only accepts eternal

Greeni=’

INDIGENOUS EDUCATION -IN—F¥PiA- % ﬂ’;}:‘s %‘igiig)::ﬁi;: ﬁ?%ﬁl‘ibes and languages of Eastern

¢ What do the bulk of Englishmen, or even the vast majority
of the highly educated classes, indeed, the statesmen,
know of the affairs of their great Indian Empire and
its 250 millions of inhabitants ? A long residence in Eggland
makes us reply with deep regret: ‘Next to nothing! dﬂg
have known a Cabinet Minister, who was hard presse by
mmnmmmmmm
India at “about 3 millions”! When we informed him that,
according to statistics (it was just after the Indian Census
of 1871-72), the number of the same, inclusive of 63,000
European troops, was 75,734, he could hardly believe his eyes
and ears.
Works like that recently given to the world by Dr. G. W.
Leitner, entitled, *“ History of Indigenous Education in the

= Panjab since Annexation and in 1882, aret l’:h:r:}i]’ore R m”?
. » + i00, and—it—is-enly-a—pity that they &
5 //k /0/ studied more, as they deserve to be.

% The author of this large folio volume, of more than 600
pages, is well known as having for many years held the
position of President of the Government College at Lahore,
M as the Founder of the Punjab University, as afg xplorei-llg
g r ! é : s : : '
gﬁiﬁﬁ%‘lﬁf&ﬁ&ﬁmﬁ: ?ﬁ?ﬁscﬁgezizg at:ds Ooﬁa the mighty Indian Kmpire what he has done for the North-West.
Afghan frontier, where a body of Greek sculptors evidently In time the results of such Investigations must become known
regained behind after Alexander the Grgat’s expedition; in wide circles in England, and this will lead the van in the
whose teachings eventually led to the forpfation of a school mtrodt.xct’mn of many necessary reforms in the Government

of native artists. Dr. Leitner has also”gained undeniable of India.

matter and its eternal changes. As regards morality, Nanak

not think of rewards in a futur
he,military element became a portion of the

octrine under one of the later successors of Nanak,
vind Singh, who adored the Supreme Being as ¢ All-Steel,”
or “ Sword-God.” Almost like one of the ancient Germans,
he urged his disciples to wear garments of variegated blue,
long hair, a full beard, and to dedicate themselves to the
terrible Durga, so like .our t,-he-made —
thorough votaries of Mars of the Sikhs, like the Suabians of
old, the Ziuwari or servants of Zius, who therefore named
their capital, the Augsburg of the present day, Ziesburg.
The God of Govind Singh was a deit 2
grow, and did not wish to aves.

What we have learnt from Dr. Leitner regarding the Sikh
System of Education must gain doubly in interest, if we give
a moment’s thought to these comparatively recent times in
Indian History. It is not possible, of course, within our
limited space, even to give a slight account of the contents
of the Doctor’s volume. We therefore conclude, hoping that
successors may soon be found to do for other portions of the

said: “The religion of that man is pure, who works and does
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