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PROFESSORS AT OUTS/

Former Teacher of Chemis’cry
Seeks Revenge.

HE DEFAMES HIS RIVAL.

Then, with Prudent Fores1ght
Sails for Europe.

Dr. Wheeler Discovers a Saccharine
Substance Which May Prove !
to Be of _Value.

For two years the name of E. A. Schnei=
der appeared on the books of the University
of Chicago as assistant professor of ana-
lytical chemistry.

Last fall his contract with'the Uulverslty"
closed and he terminated his connection
with it, to the great relief of most of the
members of the department. :But the
professor. did not take the severauce of his
relations with the university kindly and
has just executed hlS ‘grand coup for re-
venge. i

It consisted in: th1s He made a type-
written compilation of extracts from eriti-
cisms of the published writings of Profes-
sor Nef, head of the department at Chicago,
by writers of an opposing school, and sent
them to the students in chemistry at the
university, and presumably to others
throughout the United States. Then, re-
membering the fate of him who fights and
runs away, he hastily embarked for Ger-
many. Accompanying the list of extracts
is this note:

o

This compilation is for the benefit of |

those who desire to take a course. in chem-
istry at the University of Chicago. Chem- |
istry, like most professions, -is nowadays
over-crowded, and only those who have a
thorough all-round training have a.chance
of success in practical life. It -is a . well-

knowq‘fa.ct that at the University of Chi-
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Ccago the m@in SIress 1s-aald on. ..
chemistry, a branch, of the science for

which there is little demand in the United |

States. Moreover the entire staff of

teachers in the chemical department con- |

sists of specialists in organic chemistry.

“The young gentlemen who have read
these opinions are advised to consider the
question whether a recommendation given
by Mr. Nef is likely to have much weight
with other chemists. In Europe Mr. Nef
is evidently unfavorably known, in the
United States practically unknown, as his
publications appear in foreign journals.

“E. A. SCHNEIDER.”’
Opinions of the Students. d

Professor Nef was unwilling to discuss
the letter, ‘but the .advanced students in
the department were ready to talk. i

From the general expression of opinion
from students who have studied in all the
larger universities of this country and
many of them in Germany, a Nef anthology
could easily be compiled. Mr. Nef is a
genial, unassuming man, without.any touch
of the academician about nim, and is very
Eopular even among those who do not take

is courses. ; / ;

Of the 'wvarious science departments,
chemistry leads in point of numbers. Pro-
fessor Nef has eighteen pupils, all of whom
are taking the most advanced work for a
doctor’s degree. = Where Schneider is
known his letter will reaet in favor of
Professor Nef and his teachings, and where
he is not it will receive the fate usually ac-
corded anonymous communications.

*This move,’”” said a student in chemis-
try, ‘'was not wholly unexpected. Schnei-,
der showed a very ugly temper last fall,
and made several threats then. I believe
there was some thought of binding him
over to keep the peace. Itis now an open
secret that he was asked to resign at the
end of the first year, but refused and hung
on another year.- by*~eason of a contract
which he had with the nniversity.”

Saccharine Discovery of Dr. Wheeler.

‘While Schneider was seeking vengeance,
one of Professor Nef’s students, Dr. Henry
L. Wheeler, formerly of Yale, and a resi-
dent of this city, at No. 1812 Prairie avenue,
was making a discovery of a substance
sweeter. than the saecharine which’was
found in Professor Remsen’s laboratory at
Johns Hopkins. Dr. Wheeler guards his
secret rather carefully; in. fact, he is de-
veloping the old sleuth :habit of twisting
his eyes soas to see behind him without
turning his head. e A

The product is a new compound made
from coal tar. It is vellow in color and not
easily soluble in water. "A piece put in the
mouth does mnot yield up-its sweetness
quickly, .but the taste stays by one for
hours. Dr. Wheeler will have it tested by
an expert on poisons to see if it is harm-
less, and then thinks 1t may be found serv-
iceable commercially. "As it also has the

instead of molasses and licorice in the

flavor of licorice, hé thinks it may te used 15
vravaration of the delectable plug tobace~" 4
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include , among othey things ,

f |

ist, year- Pﬁysicr{mechanic -, sound , light and electricity).’

znd. year-' 3Zen. Ch;mistry;aiciogy.

istry , Orgabic Chem.lectiures, Biolegy.

reps. Bidlogy.

éhougn elecliive space should be lefi o allow ths
studeni to work ip some advanced chemisiry if he wants to, or to lei him special-

izz in biclogy, histology, anatomy or some oitner line. Our medical men here all

!
agree that , as the profYession of medicine now stands;a man cannot nave 100 much

chemical treining.In pRarmacoiogy alone he must be able to follow ihrough the chem-
T i § e . v ‘)(“\_‘
istry of the neW’syntheii&al:preparationsvand in urinary analysis: he has need of

first cless training inichemistry. Lombard has told me that he wishes he had more
chemistry and Vaughan and Cusbny both nave chemical laboratories. Dr . Dotk the prof-

essor of theoryv and nractice here did some work on ihe occurrence of aceio-acetic

acid in the uripe last year|\which: took a good deal of chemical work,

¥
I, am progessing on my type writer so weli thait I can
N

o

fast as with pen' ard ink, and soon 41 nhope to be able to beai the recor
It is a great deal casier thhn the old way.

Very cordially yours,
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PURDUE UNIVERSITY,
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