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Chicago, April 17, 1897, 18¢ i
|
\
i
President W. R. Harper,
Paiversity of Chi~azo,
Dear President Harper:
In answer to veour f the 15t wi agard to the
T2achers Collesge of New Vork City, I am bkﬂ to express my

opinion, I ought to say perhaps that T have not had extensive
opportunity to examine the work of the college. T hope to

see it again much more thoroughly at the earliest opportunity.
Tt sesms to me that it is certainly needed. My impression

is strong that it is worthy. As to its strength, T

bellieve that it is certalnly strong inenthusiasm, and I believe
it is in akility of men., It seemed tu me tec be well in the
front as an educatiocnal 1institution, both as to ideas

and practicapility, and likely to be a leader, and a great

advantage in giving us trained teachers. I presume, of
gourse, you remember that Dr, wWey vis d “h' coll-gs &%
the ga~e *ime +hat did, aud T am sure woeuld b= a much safer

Judze than I as to 1ts character,

I have received your two notes of the 16th, and hope
to see you personally very soon with regard to these matters,
and some others,

Sincerely yours,

sl & Ara o
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Until July Ist Address e,
5418 Greenwood Avenue, PEORIA, ILL. 6/1 0/9'7

Chicago, Iil.

Dear Dr. Harper: /

I am leaving for Peor;a,hGﬁig?t, and have one or two
things which I should like to bring to your attention as soon as
you are well enough to resume business, and I hope for your sake
as well as our own, that may be soon.

I enclose a letter from Professor Salisbury with regard
to Mr., Waldo. I met Mr. Fellows again today, and had a few minutes
talk with him. He still insists on $2000.00, and ther ank of
Professor.

With respect to the Latin position, I have been
thinking more and more favorably of Mr. Tibbitts. I had an inter-
view with him about a week ago, and have since got the opinions |
of Professor Abbott and some others who have known his work. I
think certainlyhis name is well worth the attention of the
committee. As assistant in Mathemutices, Mr; Whitney seems to be
the most likely person. I have not quite finished my investigation
of his case however. I wrote to Mr., Bennett, saying that I was
sure we should wnt him, but was also sure that we could not pay
the salary he named. I mentioned the salary of $1800.00 as the

probable maximum, I think we ought to get him if we possibly can.







OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR CD\ \O‘ Q —]

Bradley Polytechnic TMnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago

Uneil July Ist Addi
o418 G eon Avynue,
Chie g, Lk, PEOR[A, ILL.

I believe none of these cases are urgent except that of
Mr. Bennett.

I have carefully revised the announcement, and submitted
it to Professor Small and Mr. Bailey, and it is now in the hands
of the printer. My trip to Peoria, at this time, is principally
to visit the public schools which close next week. I shall also
spend some time on the Horological School. Mr. Hammond thinks
that the attendance of the full board will not be required at the
next meeting, but that a quorum for routine business will be
sufficient.

Yours very truly,
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Bradiey Polptechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with the University of Chicago
Peoria, Irr. July 19, 1897,

Pres. Wm. R. Harper,
Chicagzo, Ill.

My dear President:- Am sorry to disturb your vacation with any
business, but there is one matter in which I do not like to act without
consulting you,

It has been my idea, in publishing the circular of information of
the South Side Academy for the coming year, to publish under some such
heading as "Board of Control", the names ofyourself, Dr., Ingalls (if he
consents to act), Mr. Owen and myself, I believe this will have a good
effect in establishing confidence,and unless you see objection to it I
think it ought to be done, I am not quite clear as to what I may or
may not publish as to any new relations with the University, If the
above matter can be inserted I am perfectly willing to let the circular
go out without any further special statement.

Everything here seems to be moving along well, Matters of equip-
ment, furniture, building, enrollment é@ general organization are all
progressing,

I hope you are enjoving your holiday to the full.

Sincerely yours,

G ) Koian g

:
o (

5 N
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The Board met this merning, having barsely a quorum, conm
siatiag of Bailey, Hammond, Pfeiffer and Holmes., The meeting was.
at Mrs, Bradley®'s house, and she and Mr, W, ¥, Hammond were present,
A number of matters were discussed at considerable length, and on
the whole the meeting was an excellent one., Practically all the
points which we agreed upon as to the exercises and the banquet
were approved informally, The matter was left of course 1in the
hands of the committee for further development., The matter of the
arrangement for Latin, involving if necessary my doing some work in
the Latin department, or whatever other changes are necessary, was
left entirely with the committee on faculty, curriculum and
instruction,

Owing to some erroneous statements in the Chicago papers;
one for example which called the Institute "The Peoria branch of the
Chicago University," and to remarks which have been made to Mrs,
Bradley by misguided persons, there 1s some little uneasiness
with regard to the relations betwsen the University and the Instiw=
tute, It will be wise' for us to avoid everything which can possibly
intensify this feeling,

I delivered your message to Mr, Bailey., He has not ans=
wered definitely, but I shall use every means to persuade him to
be present at the congregation dinner, .

Will you please, if possibley find out whether Mr, Gage
will be able tostay until the evening, so as to be present at the
banquet. Those in charge here are very anxious to know about this.
I am inclined to think that we ought not to try to bring more than
about Fifty from Chicago, inasmch as there is no banquet room here
which will hold more than 200, I shall be very glad ¢to hear pro=
gress with regard to the special train if you should consider it.
wise to go on with that matter.

Sincerely yours, (E%?

(\//:,cz (f

\
A

Deoria, MIl.Sep 22 1597

My ®@ar Dr. Harper:

l'!
J
]






OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

= In affiliation with The University of Chicago
\ | (<

B ol W

Jf?pbleg’ Polvtechnic Tnstitute

“Peoria, 1. Oct 4 1897

‘

My dear Dr. Harper:

I take great pleasure in informing you that this morning
at 9 o'clock, the work of Bradley Polytechnic Institute was begun
by chapel exercises, at which were present all the faculty, with
the exception of Dr. Garner, and 103 students. ©No classes
were held today, chiefly on account of the fact that class rooms
were not available, but the work of registration and assignment was
completed, and we expect to hold regular classes in all departments,
with the exception of Domestic Economy, tomorrows Our furniture
both for offices and for school rooms, is practically all here, and
the bullding itself, so far as the first floor is concerned especi=-
ally, is rapidly nearing completion., Of course it will be long be=
fore the whole work is dones ¥ i

' I enclose herewith copy of a letter from Mr, Bailey to
Mr., Gage, which will partially explain itself, The further facts
are theset Mrs, Greenhut has made a determined effort to secure Mr,
Gage in some way as her guest, It seems that she must have had some
degree of success in her persuasions, Now I know personally that -
Mrs., Bradley is much opposed to any such arrangement, and that Mr.
Bailey and the other Trustees are also opposed to it. I hope that
it will be possible for Mr. Gage to be the guest of the Institute
during the whole period of his stay in Peoria, I write these
facts to you because I consider the matter an important one in the
interests of peace and harmony,

I am anxiously waiting to hear further mews from you with
regard to the special train, and the lists of persons to be invit
ed, May I explain our plan with regard to these lists? First,
we have the following printed matter: Engraved invitations, print-
ed programmes, and tickets of admission including a special ticket.
for the platforms I hope to get samples of all of these to enclose
in this letter, Secondly, we are making up four lists; (1) persons
to whom invitations will be sent as a matter of courtesy, but who
are at such a distance, or so circumstanced, that they will not
come; (2) persons to whom invitations, printed programmes and tickets
will be sent; (3) persons to whom invitations, programmes and
platform tickets will be sent, and whom we shall expect to occupy
seats on the stage; (4) persons who will receive tickets without
any other formal invitation; for example, pupils and their parents,
and the city school teachers. We shall, so far as possible, send
out invitations tonight on the first three of these lists, but before
we can take anything like final action on the lists, especially the
third list, we must hear definitely from you. We can put not less
than 75 people on the platform, i

May I suggest another name for the University list, viz:
that of Miss Myra Reynolds?

May I emphasize particularly the necessity of my knowing
just how many of the Chicago contingent will be expected to sit

upon the platform?
Sincerely yaqurs,
&%ﬂf@ém;
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Bradley Polvtechnic. Mnstitute =

In affiliation with The University of Ohlcayo “

~pPeoria, Mll, Oct 5 1897
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Today in spite of a good deal of noise still going on
on the first floor, we commenced work in most of our classes. We
expect to have the whole first floor free from carpenters tomorrow,
and to be able to carry on all our work without difficulty.

I am very sorry indeed not to have received your lists
for invitations and 4tickets, I presume that they will come tomorrow
morning without fail., In the absence of definite information we are
counting upon a total of 60 in the Chicago delegation, 10 of whom
wlll have seats upon the platform, May I ask if you wish engraved
invitations, programmes and tickets sent up to you in bulk to send ot
to the persons on your list? I had taken it for granted that you
would prefer to send us the list, and have us send them from here;
but if you prefer the other method, will you not wire me on receipt
of this letter, and I will send to you at once all the stationery
you will mneeds, I enclose herewith samples of the tickets and the
programme, All‘tickets will be stamped on the back with the
Institute stamp. '

May I suggest that we ought by all means to have Mr,
T. 0. Burgess come down on that pecial train, and be present at the
opening exercises, He ought to bring his cap and gown with him
and march as a member of the faculty.

My dear Dr. Harper:

Very truly yours,

é)’éz%ﬁ—mﬂi{al//

(P /;{ aﬁz—za&ém - 4%%/4 2
O-# @;7 wC K tome o Lo Pl T







EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-08-2 M

DIRECTOR

Braviey Polytechnic nstitute i
in affiliation with The University of Chicago. l\Z(_ /’ﬁz—f/?"
Peoria, Mllinois,

February 17 1898

My dear Dr., Harper:

I am very glad to be able toc write vou a very encouraging repcrt
as to finance. Mrs, Bradlgy has expressed her intention of gilving fur=
ther sums for equzéﬁent, as fast as-the income of the‘eététe will rer-
mit it; and although perhaps nct definitely so stated, she implied that
she would be willing to continue this until the original $50,000 for
equipment alone had heen filled cut, This c¢f course will give us all
that we shall need for a good while to come.

We are having some trouble in getting an corator for the
22d. T am sure you will feel as T do that it is very important for us to
observe the day vroperlv. T am writing tonight te Tenkin "loyd Jcones,
and would be very glad if veu ceculd put in a word feor us if you get an
oppertunity. Tf necessary I must ccme up Friday night tc push the
matter.,

Yours sincerely,

Etipa RO L

TN
’éL‘

7
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EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-88-2 M

DIRECTOR

Bradley Polptechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mlinois,

March 19 185898

My dear Dr. Harper:

I enclose revised coples of the two dccuments which I showed you
when I was in Chicago. First, a statement of the actual and estimated
expenses for the year July 1, 1897 to July 1, 1898, Second, estimate
of expenses for the year July 1, 1898, to July 1, 1899,

I may call attention to the fact that the budget for 1898-9
calls for $36420.,00, . This would require $11420.00 to be received in
tuition fees.

All arrangements are being made for a Beoard meeting and
faculty meetings on next Thursday.

Yours very truly,

B






EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-08-2M

DIRECTOR

Bradley Polvtechnic Anstitute f &

In affiliation with The University of Chicago. T

Peovia, Mlinois,

April 30 1898

My dear Dr. Harper:

T have just received a 1

RO

ter frem Mr, Remick in which he says
he will accept an assocciateship at $800.00 per vearif it is cffered to him
Shall we negotiate with Mr., Plant alsc, perhaps on a basis of $700,00
per vear? I am inclined to think we might get him for that.
I have recelved a number of letters with regard tc Mr. G. C,
Ashman, now in the High School at Frankfeort, Tnd., whe is a graduate
of Wabash College, and who was in the "niversity of Chicago for nine
weeks last summer studying Physlcs and Chemistry. He is an applicant
for the positicn of instructor in Science, and might perhaps be a valuable
man for the elementary science werk, Professor Alexander Smith knows him.
T fear wehave lost the elder Mlss Bourland, but think we
could get the vounger whe is at present teaching in the Pecoria High
Schecel, She has had a number of years abrcad, with private teachers
in French and German, and has also spent some time in the schools
in France and Germany, and is said toc be a very successful teacher.
Shall wego on and publish the ccoursecl study in the circular
¢f information with the addition of such changes as the Taculty may
agree upcn, as for example the inserticn c¢f & yvear cf sclence in the
Lower Academy, and the drcpning c¢f some werk in English, History and
Latin? TIn other words, is the faculty now authorized fto make
changes in the course c¢f study? Or must these things be submitted
to a meeting of the BCard c¢f Trustees?

«
8
1

o

Yours very sincerely,

o
- /

-
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COPY,

The Committee on Faculty, Curriculumand Equipment, ecoaéLngﬁ

Bradley Polytechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

[Peoria, Mllinois,

The Fellowing changes in salaries of present teachews:

C. T Wyckoff to be raised from $1000 to $1200

J. B. Garner

de 900 to $1000

The fellowing reapncintments of instructors appointed a
vyear ago for one vear:

F. D, Crawshaw, now Assistant in Manual Arts at $800.,00,
Associate at $1000,00,

M. E. Dougherty, Assistant in English at $600,00,

'

The following new aprointments for the coming year:

Asscclate
Assistant
Associlate
Associlate
Assistant
Assistant

in
in
in
in
im
in

Mathematics, B. L. Remick
Mathematics, L. C, P ant

History, J. W. Garner,

Manual Arts, C. S. Van Dusen
Latin, A. T, Burns, at a sglary of
Domestic Econcmy, Mary E L man

$800

700
800
800
600
600

faor
o
4 oy
for
for
for

two
one
two
two
one
one

There remain to be appointed an assistant or associate

in French at a

at a salary of

$700; an associate in Biclogy at a salary of £$800.

The Committee ask for power tc make these aprointments.

L]

—

il

to be

yvears
vear
years
vears
vear
year

‘salary of $600 or $800; an assist ant in Manual Arts

s5-98 2 M
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EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradiey Polytechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

May 7 1898

/

A
|‘ \\
N

My dear Dr., yarper:

At the last meeting of the faculty, which was a special
meeting called vesterday for the purpcse ¢f censidering thils narticular
matter, it was vocted tc recommend Chancellor James H. Canfield c¢f the
Ohio State University =as the crator for cconvecatiocn. I have submitted
this choice to Mr., Bailey and Mr, Pfeiffer, and have written with
respect to it to Judge Puterhaugh, Mr. Hammond and Mr. Helmes. It
seemed to me that 1t was quite time for us to send the invitaticn, and
that therefore we had better nct wait fcr a regular meeting of the
Beard, but take a ccnsencus in this informal way. I feel quite
sure that all the members cf the Bcard here will agree, and if yvou
and Dr. Small alsc consent, T think we cught toc send the invitaticn
at once.

The members of the BCard here seem so heartily in faver cf Mr.
Canfield that unless I should hear from you toc the ccntrary on Monday,
I shall write to him. Will vou wire me as scon as yvcu receive this
letter, your approval or disapproval?® May I suggest that if vou
apprcve of the matter vou should write also tc Dr, Canfield a goocd
strong letter urging him to he present.,

In view of some changes which ought to be made in the course
of study, and in view also of the fact that the FEnglish Department
will be ratherheavily locaded next yvear, it seems to me that it wculd
be wise, instead of emnloving a new teacher to werk entirely in the
History department, to empley cne who wculd dc werk in hoth departments
as called upcn. Have vou any such person in mind?

Before receiving yvour letter of the &th, which has just
come to hand, I found that Miss Carrie Bourland, of whom we talked, and
whem I understood ycu to amprove, was still cpen to an offer for next
yvear. I therefore wrote to her guardedly asking whether she would
consider the aprointment. I menticned a salary of $700.,00, inasmuch
as Mr, Bailey felt quite sure she would not ccme for less, and probably
would not be willing to come for that. I trust your chjection to the
yoeunger Miss Bourland wi 11 ot hold against the elder. I feel the
force of the pcint you state, but believe that in this case it is
fully cocunterbhalanced by cther consideraticns.

T note what vyou say ccncerning faculty actions @ffecting
the curriculum. The only action which has been taken sc¢ far is-
the one which T think T have already talked with vou ahout, vizt! that
recommending the inserticn cf three-£fewsdid,of science in the Lower
Academy. It is prchable that in order to make rcom for this, we shall
need to make the reduction in Latin which T menticned tc you in our
last interview, but nc definite action has been taken in that.

Sincerely yours,
,("r K

1-1+98-2 M






EDWARD O. SISSON X
Bravdley Polytechnic Mnstitute %""‘

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Tllinois,

el

Septémber 2 '98

First, in answer te veur letter of this morning, I comfirm

My dear Dr Harper:-

what I said in thé telegram, that.TI helieve it will be a theroeughly good
thing for you t¢ cane down, Mr, Baillew says the neeting will be a very
large and representative one, and he seems %o Teel that it weuld be a
very good thing Tor vou to ccme, You have no dcuht chserved that the
meeting heing on the evening of the 7th, you will be here for the 8th,

The reason 1 ftelegravhed you ccncerning Fairfield is that Miss
Bourl amd has been censidered as one of the other applicants, largely
through the mediation of Mr Bailey, and she was anxiocus ftc know whether
there was any chance remainings 5he can have work in the High School,
but woulé prefer ftc fteach at Bradlewys T should be very glad to have youw
write me the ful) state of the case as soon as pos*ib]e. Perhaps I
ought to menticn here what I have already menticned to Mr Falrfield;
that T consider it important for the French teachew, at present at Jeast,
be ahle tc assisf in the Department of German, if Aecassary.

Pr, Tyon and I have taken up very thoroughly the matter of
further appcintments in Blelogy and Physics, He unges the aprointment
of a speeinl Physles teachery, and T agree with him that the time for
this apveintment has come, He is willing te sacriflice to some extent
the work in Bielogy, in corder that tha work in Phyiics may he properly

gared for,
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EDWARD O. SISSON

1(2]3

DIRECTOR

WBravdley Polytechnic Unstitute

In affitiation with The University of Chicago. |

Peotia, Mllinois, ! W
!
il

I enelcse herewlith the papers of the mnstlnromising candidate
we have been able to find. The poinf 15 this, we crn pay oly a small
salary, and yet we ought tc get a man who haas the ability fto grow inte
the Head cof the department, T am inelined to think /ifrem all I ecan find
out about Mr BEishop, that he is such a man. My 1ded 1s that he should
work next vear tc scme extent under Dr, Lvon's supepvisicn,,K then pursue
graduate work during the vacaticn, at the University, and scen be just
the s6rt of a man we wan% for the head of the deparfment. He 1s very

strong in “lathematiics and in Chemistrgyand has had & good deal ef Mech-

anical work,which weuld be of great assisfance in cg¢-relafiing the work

A

of the Phyalcs Department with that of the Manual Arts Department. MNr

Bermett has met him and speaks mest faverably. One'al the mest Import-
ant things is that we can get him to come and fake the twe Physics
classes for $600,.00 for the first year . I censider this of very great
importance and heliave that it sheuld he acted uvon very scon, I suge
gest that 1f you like thea lcok eof his napers, we should ask him to come
on te Chicago and Peoria (unless I am t¢ be in Chicage) with the under=
standing that if we do not empﬂy him, we wil) pay his expenses. I ought
to remind rou of a letter which Dr Lyen wrote you sopme time ago which
should be sonsidered in this conneetion,

Ip to date we have 91 new reglstrations and preospects of a

great many nmore,

I shall ba glad tc hear Trom you at the earliest pessible date

concerning Mr Pairfield and Miss Beurland,

Yours & nero]v

| (zghrlifhafffti(f)tiiliaék

|
¥

1-1-58-2 M
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EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-88:2 M

DIRECTOR

Bradvley Polptechnic Mnstitute ./W-’-

In affiliation with The University of Chicago. \

Peoria, Mllinois,

May 14 1898

My dear Dr. Harper:

I submit herewith reco mmendations of the Committee of the
Faculty on the Cgllege Curriculum,

The statement of this part of the curriculum is found on
page 12 of the Circular of Information. I note danges which are
tc be recammended. '

In the Scientific Groeup cne change only, viz: the
prescribing of three Majors 1lnstead of six in Shop and Drawing.

Seccend, in the Technical Course, Shop Werk and Drawing
increased from six to nine; Mechani¢al and Rlectrical Laboratery fram
two to three; Medern Langauge omitfed; Mathematics increased from
four to five.

The Literary Group given entireasrecommended. Latin or
Greek three; German or French three; Mathematies two; English three;
History two; Sciencetwo; Elective three,

You will nete that the three Rlectives wculd rermit a student
tc specialize largelwy along any partiicular line of what might be called
Literary Study, viz: Ancient or Modern Langauge, English or
History.

Yours sincerely,




T— T T T




EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-08-2 M
DIRECTOR

Bradvley Polptechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Milinois,

e PP

May 12 1898

My dear Dr. Harper:

I enclose herewith schedules for the arrangement of our
curriculum in the Lowerand Higher Academies. These schedules are at
present in the hands of the committee, and will be presented fcr ac-
ticn, with any modifications which may seem gooed, at the faculty meet-
ing next Monday. The werk in the LOwer Academy 1s expressed by giving
the recitations per week in each subject for each quarter. It ought
tc be understocd that the work in English, History and Science
will probably be taken up in different order by different grcups of
students, so that first vear English, Hisfory and Science will be taught
each quarter. The work of the Higher Academy has heen expressed in
majors, allowing four majers 1including Manual Training for each quarter.
We are trying to find some common method of expressing the quantities
of work, but the occcurrence c¢f some werk in the LOwer Academy,
running one pericd per week, complicates the matter ccnsiderably.
Weall feel here that the addition of the year c¢f science to the Lower
Academy 1s a decided ster in advance, and we have succeeded in
getting the time for it without any sericus disagreement., You will
see that with the excepticn c¢f very minor details, the changes
which havebeen made are such as I have already presented toc you.

I am taking it for granted that unless I hear from yvou I am
not to come tc Chicage. T shall be cut of the city fram three o'clock
this aftemocn until early tomerrow morning, but shall held myself
ready to come tc Chicago at any time.

T havewritten to Mr, Canfield ; we sheouldte very glad if
you could find time to helr the matter with veur influence.

Yours very truly,

Tl | =
Oelareendl 4

P
|
-

-
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EDWARD 0. SISSON !3 \‘L\ ‘m{ 1.-\%..: ™

DIRECTOR

Bradviey Polytechnic Institute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

Lower Academy .
(Wumerals represent pericd per week)

First Year.

Autumn Qu. Winter Q. Spring @.

4]

English 5 ] ]
History - & -
Mathemati cs 5] 5 4
Science - - b
Latin 5 4 B
Manual Arts or

Domestic Ec onomy S 3 )
Drawing 2 2 2

Second Year.

English 1 ] 5
History - - 5
Mathematics 4 B 5
Science 5 4 =
Latin 15} 5 1

Manual Arts or
Domestic Economy 3 3 3

Drawing 2 2 ]
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EDWARD O. SISSON E.\ ‘1'\ N vavaM

DIRECTOR

Bradley Polptechnic Anstitute

In affitiation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

Higher Academy.

(Numerd s represent Majors)

Secientific Lifterary Technical

Greoup Group Group
English 3 3 3
History 3 3 &
Mathematics 3 2 ]
Science 6 3 6
Modern Language or Latin 5 5 -
Modern Language or Greek - 6 -

Shop
Drawing 4 2 9







EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

May 18 1898

My dear Dr, Harper:

I have written vou several letters on points ¢f very great
importance. I am wailting very anxicusly to hear froam you regarding
these points., The Circular 1s going to press; indeed some of the
cony has already been sent down,

T have receivedﬂé letter from Mlle., TLalgle, and shall place
it on file. |

May T hecpe to have from vou at least aline by tomorrow's
mail?

Yours very tru]y,

ad)

] 7
P, €% -
\Szlcy=2A

gl

1=1-88-2 M
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EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-88+2 M
DIRECTOR

Bradviey Polytechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

IPeoria, Tllinois,

May 16 1888

My dear President Harper:

. I should like tc know vour cpinion with regard to two matters
cf nomenclature, We must decide uven scme name feor what wehave
t@ntatively called The School of Arts amd Scilences, Perhaps this is
the right name, T think of only one cther, viz: @ollegiate Schccl as
disthguished of course from Herclogical School,

Next, concerning the names of the three divisicns of this
schoocl, Wehave used of ccurse Lower Academy, Higher Academy and
Ccllege. I have been cecnsidering the Lewis Institutenlan, of calling
them the Preparatcry Division, Academic Division and Ccllege Division,

It seems to me that the LoOwer Academy and Higher Academy resemble each
octher less, if anything, than the Higher Acadenmy and College, and if
that is the case 1t might be better nct to suggest by names a resemblance
which dces not exist,

I sheuld he glad to know also your view as to the nature cof the
Lower Academy Science. Ought it to be Biological or Physical? Inasmuch
as we shall require Physiecs of all students in the Higher Academy, and
Chemistry next after that, 1t has seemed to me that it might be advisable
to make this course Biological,

President Canfield has written that he camot come. T notice
that the wife of President Thwing died very recently, and have therefore
hesitated about commmicating with him, but perhaps that ought not to
interfere with a matter so largely non-peraonal,

I should be gad to know what vouthink about this point,

Yours sincerely,

4
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EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradvley Polvtechnic Mnstitute A g A

In affiliation with The University of Chicago. 3 ,'L»\_’{_-'j’ Y

Peoria, Mllinois,
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Bravley [Polptechnic Unstitute
In affitiation with The University of Chicago.
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ic, g—A—C 2~

Bradley Dolptechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago

Peoria, MIl. May 21 1898

The Committee on Faculty, Curriculum and Equipment, recommend

the following appointments for the coming vear:

Assistant in Latin, A, T. Burns, at a salary ¢f $600,00

Asslstant in Domestie Economy, Miss Mary E. Lyman de¢ 600,00

Associate in Mathematies, B. L. Remiek 800,00

Assistant in Mathematies, L. C. Plant 700.00
Associate in History, J. W. Garner, 800,00
Assocciate in Manual Arts, C, S. Van Dusen 800.00

There remain to be aprointed an assistant or associate in
History at a salary of $600,00 or $800.00; an assistant in Manual Arts
at a salary of $600.00 or $800,00; an associate in Biology at a salary
of $800,00. The Committee ask for power to make these approintments.

The Committes alsc recommend the following changes in the

salaries and ranks of pressnt instructors:

F. D. Crawshaw, now As:istant at $800.00, to be Associate at $1000,

N






EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-88-2 M

rad olptechnic Mnstitute Y
Bradley [Poly O/éz/¢4z¢7n_J

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Tllinois,
May 31 1898

My dear Dr, Harper:

I enclose a report for the committee on faculty. This includes
all the peints, so far as I know, which were not acted upen at the last
meeting of the Board. I shall, however, examine the minutes of the last
meating of the Beard, and Insert here any actions which we have agreed
upon which were net taken at that meeting.

The decision of Mrs. Kedzie is trembling in the halance. T
believe that I ought to be empowered to tell her that her salary will be
l(:,

made }1600.00 next vear. Will you wire me your ccnsent to this if vou

can give it? She will send her answer tomorrew night,
T have writfilen Fairfield and Garner,

Yours very truly,

Enec







EDWARD 0. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradley Polptechnic Mnstitute S,

In affiliation with The University of Chicago. L// LW‘\.

Deorvia, Mllinois,

May 21 1898

My dear Dr. Harper: @

T have just receilved your letter. I shall make the change
of the name of our dividion of the Institute tec "Ccllegiate School,"
preserving the terminclegy of Lewer Academy and Hlgher Academy., T hepe
to send vou on Monday a large amcunt of the prcof of the c¢ireular in or=-
der %to receive your suggestilocns,

May I agaln call your attention %o the matter of ateacher for
History. I do not consider it absclutely necessary that this teacher
should be able to do work in English, inasmuch as Miss Bartlett is very
anxious to doc some werk in adv anced English, and we could easily give
her a l1ittle of the ccllege work in that demrtment if it seemed well.
Engl ish was her major subject fer her degree,

Will you tell me when vou write, what yvou think cught to he
ineluded in our Convocation exercises hesides Judge Kohlsaat's addressj

I think T have tcld youn thatwe havetwo students who, previous
to their entrance in the Institute, had a year or mcre of college work,
The mestion arises of our graduating them. T% seems toc me that
even thcugh they have not had our required work in Domestic Economy
or Manual Training, we ought nevertheless tc give them a modified
divloma, and introduce the granting of the diploma intc the closing
exercises. Thls ought to be settled at the facul ity meeting on
the 30th, T hope to haveyour judgment In the matter before that time.

Yours sincerely,

W
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Much of the history of Bradley INstitute up to the
pfesent dde, has occurred before your eyves, and is familiar to
you all. Tgrefore a rehearsal of this, though fitting at this
time, should be brief and should purpose not to tell ym
the separate things which have haprened, but to assemble
these events, and give them so far as possible relation and
unity.

There i1s, however , a large part of the real history of
the Institutewhich has neither been seen nor written, and
which never can he written. 71t 5 that which has gone on in
the minds of those who have planned and executed in accordance
with the wishes of the founder, and above all, the thoughts
emotions, purposes, and plans of the venerable and heloved
founder herself, plans which began almost half a century ago, and
which have gone steadily on through all these vears. An
attempt to chroniele this history would be impertinent and
irreverent. It 1s enough for us fto congratul ate ourselves,
and to congratulate er on this great and worthy beginning,
on this partial realiation of her great plans--partial
indeed, and small compared with what shall be, yet
sufficent thus worked out hefore her eyes so that che may have

a clearer ideaof what shall be the character and magnitude of the

schoecl she has founded,






Will you permit me to review rapidly the external and
. material Hstory of Bradley Pblytechnic Institute? The

Trustees held the%r first meet ing on NOvember 16, 1896,

Plans for buildiﬁgs, equipment, curriculum and faculty were

at once entered upon, The first member of the faculty was
aprointed February 25th, 1897. The plans for the buildings
were adopted

and work was commenced upon this buillding & which we now sit
and upon the building next south of us, upon these buildings

in which work has now gone on for a whole school year, work was
begun the 10th of April, 1897. That which through the spring
and summer of 1897 was declared to be impossible, and indeed
seemed to be impossible, vas accomplished. FEXcavatiocns,
foundation, basement, first story, second story, third story,
and roof followed one another with almost magical

rapidity. On the 4th of OCtoberin spite of unfinished mof,
extreme scarcity of floor, and éxtreme abundance of carpenters,
masons, plastereys, plumbers, steam-fitters, and who knows how
many others, the school work of the Institute began. The
enormous difficulties of preparation, and the annoy-

ing obstacl es to successful work during the Autumn Quarter,

camot be understood by those who did not experience them,
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It ought not to be forgotten that in this same peric
of preparation while the building was going up, constant work
was being done along three other lines. The assembling of
a faculty, the plamning of a curriculum, and the purchase and
Installation of equiment. In brief within a space of less thn
than seven months the whele structure and constitutien of the
Institute was to he plammed and provided. The number of im=-
portant decisions which were crowded into that brief time
is almost heycnd comprehension.

The undertaking of this great task in a time
which would ordinarily have been considered quite imm dequate,
was due to two reasons: First, the belief that sc great and
good a work could hot be commenced too soon, secondy, and of f
far more importance, the desire of Mrs., Bradley that the
school should be established, and shoculd c cmmence actual
work as sobn as possible. Later.in ﬁhe summer when the
difficulties had grown so as to seem almost imsupperable,
these two reasons were reinforced by a third, no less
cogent, namely the fact that more than 100 students had
decided that Bradley Institute could supply theilr
educational wants better than any other institution, and
were therefore waiting until classes at the Institute should

commence. In view of all these things nc pains and labor
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were spared in pushing preparations to a point where work might
begin, '

Four days after the opening of classes, viz: on Oct=-
ober 8, was the formal eperiwmg and public opening of the In-
stituten an event long to he remembered, by all whose privilege
it was to be present. The address on that day was made by
the Hon, Lyman J. Gage, the Secretary of the Treasury of the
United States. "Phe—Iastitute President W 1liam R. Harper of
the University of Chicago spoke for the faculty of the
Institute, described its aims and.outlined the future it hop=
ed for. But the scene and the words which impressed themselves
most deeply upon the audience wexe.occurred when Mrs, Bradley
rose formally to present the Insti tute to those who should
have it in charge. The entire audience rose with her. With
a few simple and fitting werds the presentation was made. Pres
-ident 0. J. Baily of the Bpard of Trustees accepted the
trust in behalf of the Blard, and volced fheir feeling of
gratitude, ple asure and responsibility. Tt will be Efiii!vgr
the duty and the pleasure of Bradley Polytechnic Institute
‘long to honor this dgy, the 8th aof OCtober, and celebrate it

as Founders Day.

0Of the actual work c¢f the year only a brief

statement can be given., AS to its scope it ‘is interesting to
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note that whereas the Trustees first planned to commence

four years of the six year course, and later in the summer

decided to organlze five years, that is to include in

addition to the four years correpponiding to the high school

one year of col lege work, the actualwrk of the Institute has

been such that we present to you today the first graduate

who has completed the work of the six years course. May I

note here an interesting fact: the actual classes which have

been organized and taught during the year have hbeen the classes

of the first five years, butowing to the fact that a student

in regular course would select only part of these subjects,

it has been possible for students who had already had five

years work, to select a-sixth years subjects to occupy them

during a sixth year. DOes this mean that when the Institute

has organized its full six years course, which will be the

case during the coming year, a student will be able to take

a seventh vear or even possib]y'an elghth year and thus

complete the equ ivalent of an ordinary college course?
I believe that no one thing is more thoroughly decidé

in the minds of those who have charge of the work cf Bradley

Institute than that this work should be thorough, exact

andpermanent. It would not be fitting that this report

shounld make any claims for the work of the past year in these

matters. The Ipnstitute will busy itself in striving to preserve
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and to follow a high ideal. The judges of thelr our success
must be those of you who are sufficiently interested to inform
yourselves by inquiry and hetter by observation of what the
Institute is actually doing. It would be wrong and foolish

for us to ask your good opinion or to fear your bad opinion uﬂﬁ
any'othe} basis. May I, however, call your attention, not at
all in the way of apclogy, but merely as a statement of facts
to the great and unusual difficulties with which we have con=
tended during this first year® Difficulties as to building,
and equimment; the great difficulty arising frcm the

sudden assembling of a faculty and a student body come together
for the first time without precedence, astoms, regulations,

or methods of action, but with all these things to

devise and establish; the great difficulty of adjusting the
work of oﬁr curriculum to the already acquired training of
student s who have come to us from many and widely differ

distant institﬁtions.

In speaking of the internal work of the school men=—
tion must be made of the spontaneous activity of the student
body, @t the very outset interest vas manifested in athletics.
During the year the Ingtitute has had a fcot ball team and a

base ball team, with interest also manifested in other forms

of athletiecs, The foot ball team, in spite of the fact
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that the season was far advanced before the Institute opened
played a number of creditable games. The base ball team has
brought great satisfaction to all who are interested in athlet
iecs by demonstrating clearly its abhility fitness to be mtched
in not unequal contestis with ecllege students. May I digress
here a moment to state what I understand to be the pclicy of
Trustees, Faculty and Students with reference to athletics?
First, that allathle tics must conform to the requirements of
honor and courtesy; seccndly, that no student will be permitted
to take part i athletics to the detriment of his studies.

For the better securing of these two ends the Institute has
organiZed an athletic board consisting of representatives

fran the faculties, and from each of the divisions of
students. This board,of'course under the faculty, manages

the athletics of the Institute.

A Literary Soclety named the Forum has been-in—
suceessful- had a successful and vigorous existence during
most of the year. A studgnts' paper has also been started, and
has run with eredit and success through six numbers. A
number of Students interested in problems of engineering
have, with the advice and assistance of the head of the
Manual Training Department, organized an engineering club,
which has conducted a series cf interesting investigations
and discussions, and Pas also arranged for the delivery of a

lecture illustrated by the stereopticon on the subject of war
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ships by Mr, D, H. Maury of the City.

In additin to regular class exercises, the
Schoecl of Arts and Sciences holds each day a chapel exercise
in the Auditorium of Bradley Hal 1, which is attended by a]f
students of the school. During thelatterpart of the year
a speclal meeting has heen held on Monday for all students
of the Institute, hoth in the School of Arts and Science and
in the School of Horclogy. This meeting has been held in
the Auditorium of Bradley Hall, the tie of the meeting has been
lengthened, and a brief address on some topic of interest
has heen given. In a few cases by members of the Institute
Faculty, but usually by some one from outside.

Furthermore the Institute has conducted a numer of
exerdises to which not cnly students and teachers but the pub=-
lic have been hvited. This has been done on the ground that |
contact between the schoolﬂ and the public which it is to serve
cannot faill under proper conditions to be mutually beneficlal,
These exercises have heen of three general characters; first,
institutional--that is having a relation te the work of the
Insitute itself. Such were the opening exercises on
October 8, the opening exercises of the Horological School,

, and the Convocation today. Secondly, patri-
otic celebrations represented this year by the celebration of

Washington's Birthday, the principal address being given by the
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Rev, Jenkin Llovd Jonés of Chicago. Thirdly, a course of
public =X lectures given during the greater part of the year
on alternate Friday evenings. Public exercises along these
three lines are included in the plan of work for the coming
year. May I extend to all a cordial i nvitation to be present

and share the henefits of these meetings.

One of the most important features of the past yearﬂb
wesmc 15 the work of the evening classes. The businessof the
Institute i1s to make efforts loocking towards the higher train~
ing and cul ture of all whom it can reach. T0 none of these
efforts has there heen more genercus and encouraging
response than in the caseof the evening classes. No less than
110 young men andwomen, although bhirdened in most cases with
daily teoill found thelr way out to the Institute in pursuit
of_education. I ought not to fail here to correct one
rhrase, for some of the most ixdustrious and successful of
these students could no lomger be called young, hut had

reached thaf&ime of life

The remarks which have bt een made up tc this point, h
have referred particularly to the School of Arts and Sciences.

Bradley Polytechnie Institute consists at present of two schools--

o
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each with its separate faculty and separate body of students

and separate work. ¢ School of Arts and Sciences doing

the work of an academy and a college, with the addition of

Mamual Training and Tec!nical woerk,and Domestic Eceounomy, and t

the Schonrl of Horology training students in the ﬁrades of

watchmaking, jewelry and engraving. Thils schoocl was origin-

ally founded by Mr, J. R, Parsons, and was known as the Par-

sons! Horological Institute. Through the influence of Mrs,

Bradley it was turned over to the Institute, and Is now

as much a part of Bradley PClyvtechnic Inpstitute as is the

Schocl of Arts and Sciences. The work of the school is

carried on along the same general lines as in the past.

Vigorous efforts are being made, however, by the prineipal—
andthe—facudtyfaculty in cooperation with the Trustees and

Director of the Institute to imnrove the curriculum and

the general work of the school. The equipment and facilitiles \
of this school may be sail without brech of modesty to be |
the best in the United States, and verhaps in the world. |
The complexity and delicacy of the mechanism with which the
watchmaker deals, and the universal use and importance

of hls wares are surely a sufficignt reason for efforts look-

ing towards the best ftralning of workmen int his line,
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Itis perhaps right that a special ssatement should be
included here with reference to the work of two departments
win—the—Institute which distingulsh ##re—work—e# Bradley
Institute from many other similar institutions. I refer to
the department of Mamal Arts and the Department of Domestic
Economy. First, may I urge all those wha are interested in
educational work, and I think I must say even more those who
are not Interested in educational work, to see for themselves
the equipment and the evidences of the work of thesetwo depart-
ments. There will be this evening opportunity for such obser-
vation. There has heen much mosconception as to the purpose
of the work in thse departments. Their prime purpose is not
to make carpenters, hblacksmliths, electriclans, engineers, cooks,
nor dressmakers. It is true ﬁhat our studdnts can and will
in many cases, excel in these lines of work, and it 1is true
that a student who wishes to follow one of these lines as a
vocationm, will be doubly benefitted by the work of these
departments. The orime purpose, however, of mamual
tralning is precisely the same as the Primé purp ose of
mathematies, sclence or litera ure, viz: the development of
complete manhood or womanhood, This is not the time nor the
place for a lengthy pedagogical discussion. . Let me state
flatly two facts whiech, if you doubt, I trust you will investi-

gate., First, that the boy or girl who will follow a classical
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or literary course in college or URiversity needs mamal
training or domestic economy as much as any one else.

Secondly, and thisan examination of the catalogue of the

School of Arts and Sciences wi 11 demonstrate, the curriculum
of Bradley Polvtechnic Institute prepares for the best classic-
al and litemary college courses, In the few cases where one of
the regul ar groups of stud# will not secure this end, a special
arvangement can alwavs be made. The further statement that
full academic and college instruction in Bnglish, History,

‘“Mathematics, and Greelk Ge8rman, French, Latin and Greek are

given in the Institute willl surely prove this last proposition.

It need not be said that this report owing to limi-
tations of time and space, has touched merely upon the pgeneral
outline of the work of the Institute, and upon a few detaills

which seem of special interest and import.

In closing maﬁ 4 8 éongratulata the Trustees, the
Faculty and the Students upon the accomplishment of a year?'s
work which in spite of difficul ties never we trust to be
repeated, has been pleasant because pervaded with kindness and

patience and successful hecause anima ted by that determination












EDWARD O. SISSON - 1-1-08:2 M
DIRECTOR

Bradley Polytechnic Anstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Hilinois,

June 6 18388

My dear Dr. Harper:
The Be ard meeting on Thursday was without a quorum, but %hey'-
obtained the mnsent of #ee absent members and proceeded with busineas.
I enclose a cepy of the report as I finally presented it,
The recommendaticns were all c arried. TIn additicn to the recommendations
on the report, the Board, of its own motion, raised the salary of Mrs.
Kedzle to $1600,00, T have had a telegram from J. W. Garner accepting
the position in History at $800,00., Mrs. Kedzie decided 4o remain at
Bradley, fortunately for us, and I think on the whole wisely for herself.
I have had an answer from Mr., Farifield in which he sayvs that he
would comsider our nroposition of $800.00 for six months' work
very favorably., Shall we offer him theposition?®

Yours very truly,

(ggi;zicrrzf1§(ié§%12ﬁ:4¢4_y )







EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-98-2 M
DIRECTOR -

Bradley Polvtechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

June 29 1898

I sent you yesterday some papers which I think will interest

My dear Dr. Harver:

you. I have nof, made any detalled report of the first Convocation Day
for two reasonss: in the fist place T tock it for granted that Dr,

Small would glive you a good account, and In the second place I hcpe

before wvery long to get up to Chicago myself. Shall vou he at home

the week beginning July 32 I shall probably not be able to get to
Chicago until a bout the 6th, and shall have tc leave not .1a‘r.er than the 9th
I am planning to run over to England for a short time after the

Washington meeting of the N, E. A,, getting back here September lst,
Every personal consideratbn makes for this, and I know at this moment of
no obstacles in the conditions here,

Yours s incerely,
<0

Q7 XS
(\_)('/(:’U(["?Kl - WAL
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EDWARD O. SISSON 0-6-08-1M
DIRECTOR J

Bradley Polytecbnic Mnstitute o

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Deoria, Mllinois,

November 7 1luYs

My dsar Dir. Harpeyr:

I wiite briefly to say that I have talked over ine matter of the
History work with Dr. Wyckoff, and I feel pretty sure that so far as our
work here is concerned that we could arrange to let him go., As I did not
inquire into details, I toid nim that I would ask you to communicate with
him and give him all the information possible,

Yours truly,
B ' b i
¢ ren~ol . (! ) A A D 5y e
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Bradvley Polytechnic Unstitute
In affiliation with The University of Chicago.
Peoria, Mlinois,
Zj)mr 1 1898

I enclose herewith bill for your expenses as you request, Will

EDWARD 0. SISSON . '
DIRECTOR {/-

My dear Dr, Harper:

you approve this if it is correct, and send it back to be paid.

I think we have saved another $400.,00. I am not quite sure
yet. We find that not very many want to take French, and we are mildly
discouraging all those who will not be injured by postponing their:
work in the subject, so that I think it will be unnecessary to organize
any class in French until next fall,

I expect to be in Chicago on the 17th and 18th, and should be
glad if I could see you--preferably on the 17th,

Yours truly,
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EDWARD O. SISSON ( e 0-8-08-1M ‘

R e e
DIRECTO €

Bravley Polptechnic Mnstitute SR

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Deoria, :7[“1015,
/ //0<tober 5 1898

o (L” » “~

f 1

/
' /

My dear Dr, Harpert [

I have just received an invitation to speak at one of the
churches Sunday night, October 16, Some time ago you asked me to
arrange to be in Chicago on Monday, October 17, I know that you will
agree with me that I ought to speak at this meeting if I possibly can,
In order to make my trip to Chicago profitable, however, I ought to
go Friday night, Of course if it is really important that I should be
there on the 17th, I will either cane up Sunday night or decline the
invitation to speak, I should be very glad to know what you wish me to
do in this matter.

I want to ask one question about the arrangsment of our
Ledger, which of course we wish to make out in accordance with the
Budget. Department Expenses are classified in the Budget under two
heads--Salary and Supply. Would it not be well if we could keep a
single accountin the Ledger with each department, and charge in separate
columns the two items of salary and supply? Thus dn the Tfirst place
we should have in one place all charges against a department, and in
the second place it would be very easy to get the separate amounts,

I anm troubling you with this question because of your interest in the
Budgest, and the fact that we have taken our form from the University,

Yours sincerely,

tx.{t(,’f"h\—n‘(— k-_k‘) \: { - | ,C“Ii:__v
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EDWARD O. SISSON

DIRECTOR /
dﬂie:,
Bradvley Polytechnic Mnstitute (‘fz_k

In affitiation with The University of Chiecago.

1-1-08-2 M

Peoria, Mllinois,
November 19 1598

My dear Dr., Harper:

I am relieved to find that you agree with me concerning Dr,
Wyckoff. I suppose that you camot use Mr, Garner? He is making a great
reputation here,

We opened our lecture gouyrse last night, the lecture
being preceded by the Tannhaliser Oveérture played on our new organ by the
original designer of the organ, Mr, C. M, Campbell, The house was
filled from floor to eceiling; 1 think there were not twenty-fivé vacant
sguts. Mrs, Bradley was present amd togethor it was quite & memorable
occasion.

Yours very ftruly,

) ” V4
Qg/A’U 44»18() (./,./(/(—ft Pt
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR /I".

Bradley Polptechnic MAnstitute B A

In affiliation with The University of Chicago

Peoria, M. Nov 17 1898

My dear Dr, Harper:

I have been thinking about the appointment of same member
of the faculty as Dean of the Higher feddemy and College. I believe
that in this way a good deal of routine work could be taken off
my hands, and my time and effort saved for more difficult and important
matters, I should like to know what you think of the move., I think
that Dr, Burgess would be the man_for this work. I have not spoken to
him about it all and shall not do so until I hear from you. I shall
be glad therefore to hear as soon as possible.

When I was in Chicago last, I made an effort to find same one
for our work in PFPrench from Jamuary to July. I did not find any person
suitable. Is there any possibility that Miss Cipriani would come down
for the six months. We could give her $7Q per month I suppose. I
should be glad if you could write me about these points soon, The
bust 1s here and will soon be ready to be put in place. The new organ
was used for the first time in chapel yesterday. I believeit is
golng to be all that we had hoped for and more.

Yours sincerely,

O 4 ' /
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EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR / ©-6-98-1M

: Bradley Polptechnic Mnstitute QL?’%»,.

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peorfa, Mllinois,

October 12 1898
NS

WY
' ,J
My dear Dr, Harper:

I have just received a letter from Mr, Fairfield in which he
says that the suggestion which I made is thoroughly satisfactory to him,
viz: that he should not begin his work here until next October, Is there
any doubt that we can get some one to take charge of our few students in
Prench from Jamary to June inclusive? '

Mr, Bailey has urged so strongly that I shouldaccept his invi=
tation for the banquet Wednesday night that I have yielded to the very
attractive temptation and agreed to go with him, This I fear will make
it impossible for me to be up on Monday., I think, however, that one or
two other members of our faculty will be present, and possibly several
students, Please have the banner made for Bradley Institue, and
I shall try to see that somebody is there to carry it, I should like to
know if it is probable that the exercises will be over in time
for our people to get the train that passes through Englewood at 6
o'clock? 1Is the great fact coneerning the af ternoon to be kept en=
tirely secret, It would help me very much in persuading people to go
if I could tell them more about what was going to happen.,

It seems to me that if some of our students come a1 the
way to Chicago they ought to be admitted into Kent Theatre if you could
possibly arrange it, This also would be a great lever to get them to go.
May I have an answer to these two points immed ately--preferably
by wire,

Yours sincerely,

Eolvonet € Ly e,
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EDWARD O. SISSON - 1e1e88-2 M
DIRECTOR 7

Bradvley Polptechnic Institute o S

In affiliation with The University of Chicago. “k

Peoria, Mllinois,

movember 14 1898

My dear Dr. Harper:
I have two points of whieh I wish to speak in this letter:

A certain Dr. E, M, Bckard, now pradicing in Peoria, has writ-
ten to me and called upon me about a matter which primarily concermns
the University. He 1s a graduate of Alma College, Michigan, and of Rush
Medical College, He wishes to secure the degree of A M., fran the
University. He cammot leave his practice to do residence work, and he
wished to know if there is any way in whic h by correspondence work
and perhaps by doing some work under the supervision of the Institute he
could get this degree. I told him that I thought it was not at all
likely, but he seemed anxious to have the matter brought to you, and
said he would write you. I told him I would also write you. You will
probably hear from him in a day or two,

Secondly, about Dr. Wyckoff: I have td ked the matter over
with him, and have thought a good deal about it d nce writing to you.
The more I think of it the more I fear to let him go. So far as the
instruction is concerned we could get along fairly well, but there are
so many points at whieh he touches our work in his deanship--in relation
to the musie, the chorus, the orchestra whih is just being organiked, and
the lilr arywork, Mr, Bailey feel quit e straongly that it would be unwise
for him to go, It seems to me that on the whole we had better give up
the idea. We shall be glad to lend you Mr. Garner for the winter quarter
if that will do.,

Yours truly,

Eilﬂﬁbtfckﬁuc?t. é:>- g;JkQLxlfffqi
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Iirrors ean be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for eomparison, and the Company will not hold itself liable for errors or delays
In trausmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty dayg
afier the message is flled with the LCompany for transmission. .

Thisis an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, anil'is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.

THOS. T. ECKERT, President and General Manager.
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Peoria Ills Get 7-98

Prest W R Harpar
University of Chicago

People want to hear you tomorrow I suggest short address

significant of fomnders day bust not arrived.
E G Sésson.

445PM






EDWARD O. SISSON Y 1e1anEe2 M
DIRECTOR f

e
Bradvley Polytechnic Mnstitute e

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

IPeovia, Milinois,

Septamher 9 M58

My dear Dr Harpert-

My RBishop will call on o you soon, if he has not a lready
done s0. T shall be glad te¢ know what vou think of hem, I helieve he
is the man we want, previded he stands inspectien.

We are ready fo recommend ancther teacher in the Pepartment of
Mannal Arts in place of Miss Stehbins, or at least partly in place of
Miss Btehbins. We have succeeded in accomplishing a very difficult
task. The amount of werk which ocught t¢ be done by a woman in the
Manual Arts Department is small, namely the freehand drawing for girls,
Ve have succeded in finding a teacher thorcughly satisfactory in all
respacts, who will feor this year accept a poesition and dc¢ half work for
half salary. The perscn is Miss Edith A Shattuck, daughter cf Professor
Shattuek of the 'miversity of Illincis. Her reccrd is as fecllowsi- One
vear in Literary Course at the University of Tllinecis; 3 vears in
department of Architecture; 4 vears as a teaher of Art and Design at the
University, 2 vears in the study of drawing and painfing at the Chicago
Art Institute, B8Bhe is very highly recommended by all who know her
at the University of Tllincis. Prcfessor Bermett and I have hoth met
her and talked with her anua we are heoth therougily satisfieq. As we
must let her know at once, I shall be glad to hear fran yow, or not hearin’
from veuy to be allowed te go on and make the appointment, The salary
is to be $350.00 for half work. VYou will understand of course that we

are keeping s rietly within the limits of the Budget made out /nd anproved.
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EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-98-2 M
DIRECTOR q J o ‘ t'} K

Bradvley Polytechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Deoria, Mlinois,
= -

me have 114 new students registered.

I expect to he in Chiacgo on the 16, 17 and 18th and hope to
see vou at that time. I hope that we can settle pretty therecughly
about Founder's Day. I should like to publish something cenceraning it, as
I hbelieve It would help to increase the interest in the Institute.

I wish veu would write to Mr Bailey and say you thin \\“/
ocught to have an organ in the chapel., T bellsve 1t would he of wlhder-
ful value te us next vear, and I feel that we had fTar hetter post.pone scme
¢f the other pieces of aquimment and get that, I am trying very hard to

conivince the authorities of this fact.

Yours sizcera]y,
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Bradiey Polytechnic Mnstitute
In affiliation with The University of Chicago.
Deoria, Mlinois,
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EDWARD 0. SISSON ;
DIRECTOR . o
g o

Bradvley Polptechnic Mnstitute e

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

October 4 1898

My dear Dr. Harper:$

T enclose a copy of the Regulations which I have drafted, but

which will] need no doubt a gcod deal of revision. I shall go to
work on them as soon as possible reviing and adding, and ih some
cases dropping out those which seem unnecessary.

Yours sincerely,

(5'/ Z/\ g;é{»t . (£ sk didirris
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR ®) v

Bradvley Dolytecbnic Tnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago

Peoria, Il Feb 4 1899

My dear Dr, Harper:

I am at work upon the Budget, and shall send you a draft
of 1t very soon. In view of the fact that our tuition will fall short
this year of what we had anticipated, Mr, Bailey believes that we ought
to make our Budget for next yvcar on a basis of $37,000.00 in order to be
perfectly safe, and if necessary limit the number of students. I am
beginning to be rather sorry that we are obligated to Mr, Fairfield in
French, Of course there is no definite arrangsment for 1899-1900,
but I suppose it will be understood that he should come at a salary of
not less than $1200.00, whereas I imagine that for $600 or $700 we
could get all the work done which we should have next year in that
department,

Last night we had the Parents meeting, concerning
which I have talked with you. I enclose a program, We had a
glorious time, and I believe the meetings will be a great assistance
to our work,

I am sorry to say that there has been a misunderstanding
about equipment funds., Mr, Bailey and I had clearly understood from
Mrs, Bradley that the amount which had been taken from equipment and
put into building, would be made up; this amount is about $25,000.00,
whereas in same way Mr, Hammond had got the idea that $10,000.00
was all that would be required. We are making a change in the
system of aceounts, however, which will entirely obviate any
such difficulties in the future, and will enable us to see at any
moment just where we stand financially in every department.

Mr, Burns does not expect to be here next year, I am inclined
to think that in Mr, Packard'!s place we ought to have a man who would be
stronger in Botany so as to supplement Dr. Lyon whose specialty is of
course zoology. Miss Shattuck will not remain, and we are now seeking
for a drawing teacher to take her place., Miss Lyman will not
remain, so someone will have to be put in her place. I suggest these
points so that you may have in mind the fact that we must be looking for
some new material,

Yours sincerely,

(.( ,} ":'-' / C
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EDWARD 0. SISSON

DIRECTOR %
wradley Polvtechnic nstitute ?{ﬁ’l\

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Milinois, \\
,/" - 1December 7 1898

My dear Dr, Harper:
Dr., Lyon and I have heen orkihwaffer an idea which he proposed
some time ago, viz: that of a report book for students in the Institute,
and I am sending you tonight a copy of the proof of the book as we have
plammed it. As to the medical examination, I find Mr. Bailey rather in-
clined to doubt the advisability of it, although he raises no serious
objection. I should like to have your opinion as to the general plan
of the book, and as to any particulars which may suggest themselves
te you.,
I presume that your absence from the city has prevented a
reply to my last letter, T shall hope to hear fram you, at least
to the exten t of knowing whether I shall be able to see you on the 17th
or 18th.

Yours very truly,

e A Bl i




e -




EDWARD O. SISSON 1-1-08-2

DIRECTOR

Braovley Polytechnic Mnstitute i

In affiliation with The University of Chicago

Reoria, Mllinois,

Jamuary 23 1899

My dear Dr. Harper: ;

Vhen I last saw you you/inquired about Ben Bourland. He has
an assistantship dthnn Arbor, I gather that his scholarship is first=
class, but that personally he is not overmuch liked.

I think we ought to have a Board meeting the first or second
week of February--at least not later than the 18th. I think probably
any date between the 6th and 18th which would suit you could be
arranged for, Will you let me know your preference, and one or two other
open dates, and I will confer with the resident members at once?

We have reached a crisis,I think,with the Principal of the
Horological School., I certainly think it will be best for me to ask
the Board at its next meeting to éék for his resigmtion. The month
during which he was gone has been the best month in the history of the
school so far as I have known it, He has just returned.

Our attendance has fallen off somewhat--we have two hundred and
forty students at work, and one comes in occasionally. The reduction,
however, 1s almost entirely due to worthless material which we have got
rid of, and the quality of our present enrollment is the best we have
ever had.

I hope we may be able to get out the catalogue this quarter.
Have you any suggestions as to form or matter?

Yours sincerely,

L y 4

'
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Bradley [Polptechnic 1Mnstitute

in affitiation with The University of Chicago

Peoria, M. Feb 1 1899

N\,

I am at work on the Budget, and will work wup other questions

My dear Dr. Harper:

for the Board meeting, and come up to Chicago as soon as possible, I

wrote to you concerning the meeting of the Western Drawing Teachers
Agssociation., It occurs on the 26th, 27th and 28th of April,

It will really be necessary I think for us to move the vacation from the 1
end of March to the end of April, if we are to have the Association meet |
with us., I really believe that the benefit of having the Association

will be much greater than the injury by the change of vacation,

Indeed I am not sure that the change of vacation will work any injury

at all, Miss Banister, who is the local manager for the meeting,

hop s that you will be able to be present and make the ope ning

address, in which hee we cordially join, She will write to you about

it. Unless I hear otherwise from you I shall understand from your ,
previous letter that you would acquiesce in the change of the

vacation,

Yours very truly, |

D 7 1‘ T






OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR f 1

PBradley Polytechnic Mnstitute
In affiliation with The University of Chicago %\
//ﬂg' Deoria, Mll. ™eb 7 1899

1

My desr Dr, Harper:

I have received your letter of the 6th, Theve 15 & good
train leaving Peoria at 3:20 P, M., ari arriving at Galesburg at §
o'clock, I hope, therefore, that you will be ahlé¢ to come Aown so @s
to be here until 3 ofclock., I think I van have pafiters in syeh couditdon
that we can do a good deal of work, Possibly yvéu would like to have

us arrange the Board meeting so that you could attend that om your way

back from @alesburgz {:}

I am glad to know that we shall not need to appdéint Mr,
Fairfield for next ycar, I think it ¥ould be neceasary to6 reduge the
expenses of the department as low as possible.

Yours singérely,
& o, -

{ e ’
L ire A,
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Bradley Polvtechnic finstitute =

In affiliation with The University of Chicago

Peoria, ML Feb 11 1899

My dear Dr. Harper:

I am very sorry to hear that you are suffering fran the
@rippe. I hope, however, that you will soon be better and able to make
your trip as planned.

As to the Faculty meeting, the chief difficulty would be the
fact that we have classes at all hours framn 8:45 to 4:00, including the
hour from 12 to 1. (One reason for this arrangement 1s that we
cannot accommodate all our students in the lunch room at one time, so
that we find it better not to have them all free for lunch at the same
hour). I suppose we could dispose of these classes in some way, and use
that hour for luncheon and the faculty meeting. That could be done
without any very serious difficulty as there are only five classes at
that hour, but that would not five us very much time for discussion,
and 1t would be very hard indeed to arrange for a longer perilod
without entirely breaking up the work of the afternoon, inasmuch as
1l o'clock is the beginning of a large number of two hour periods. If,
however, you should like the one hour with the faculty for luncheon
and discussion, I shall be very glad to arrange 1it.

I am glad to say that wo seem to be progressing towards a rea-
sonably amicable and satisfactoty settlement of the matter of Mr,
Parsons, The plan is that Mrs, Bradley will pay him a certain amount,
which will be no doubt much more than she thinks he has a right to, and
much less than he thinks he ought to have, and he will withdraw entirely
from the school. I think he has come to see that it is clearly for his
own good that this should be done--~especially on account of his
health which is very muech broken., He will probably go to Southern
California,

I hope you will take good care of yourself, and not let the
temptation of the immediate need lead you to overexert or expose your-
self until you are quite recoversed fram the treacherous Grippe.

Yours sincerely,
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EDWARD 0. SISSON A

Bradley Polptechnic Mnstitute e%t”‘\

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Milinois,
Jaruary 14 1899

W

My dear Dr, Harper: w

1 was called upon this morning by Mr, Hansen, representing the
University Associat ion of Chicago., They want to introduce class work
and lectures, and have regquested the assistance of the Institute,
and particularly haveasked that members of the Institute Faculty
assist in giving the lectures, I take it that it would be a good thing
for us to share in this work so far as it can be done without ineonveniene
or expense, provided the University Association is a responsible and
reliable organization, as it would seem to be from the names in its cir=
culars; and provided also that & considerable amount of publie interest
should be aroused in its work., I should be plad to hear fram you about
this .,

oD
%\“o

I believe that for several reasons, and particularly teo
avoid expense, we had better try to arrange our Washington's %h'thday
exercises with home talent, I believe we can make them thoroughly
interestingy, and enlist the student body boetter by giving them both

as individuals and in théir organizetions o share og the work anl respon-
sibility.. |

Ve have, by the way, an exbibit of the Horological Sehool in
Chicago during next week, Owing t6 the illness and absence of Mr,
Pargons I was compelled at the last moment to take up the work of the
exhibit and organize it as best I could, Possibly you may find it
convenient some time to drop in and look at the work, The address 1s:
131-137 Wabash Avemue, Chi 0.

You rom'ombeg' that I apoke to you once about credit for work
done in our Manual Qr'&s Department. The fact is that in attempting to
prepare an amount equivalent to fifteen units for entrance, and in
addit lon cover the drawing and shop work we are loading ourselves too
heavily, We cannot do it, Can weé not have credit at least for the draw-
ing? We ought to have credit also for same of the shop work, Much
of it 15 in 1ts pature almost identical with laboratory work. Will you
instruct me what steps to take, if any, toc aid in s%;:urin this?

The North-western Association of Drawingh achers wants to huave
its amual meeting and exhibit in our building, is meeting comes about
the end of April, If we should attempt to carry on scheol work during
this meeting and exhibit which lasts a week, 1t would involve endless
inconvenience and diffieulty. Can we not transfer our gpring vacation
from the énd of march to the end of April? The opportunity is a very
valuable one I believe for identifying the Institute with the best
educational interests of the cit{ and the country, and for
attracting the attention of people from all over the middle west to our
institut ion,

Yours very truly,
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EDWARD 0. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradley Polptechnic Unstitute e,

—

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peorvia, Miinois,

Jamiary 19 1899

My dear Dr. Harper:

I find that Mr, Hansen had already seen Dr., Wyckoff, Mr,
J. W, Garner, and Mrs. Kedzie, and had got them to agree to give
talks in connection with the work. Of course the Institute is not
officially involved at all, and I will sec that 1t does not become so.

I expeet to be in Chicago before very long.

Yours very truly,

E;dbwrmwvﬂL CCI.Qé,pA/Q/awaa

Wi






EDWARD O. SISSON

DIRECTOR L{:?
Bradvley Polvtechnic MAnstitute 29,
/

In affitiation with The University of Chicago.

I IPeoria, Mllinois,

March 31 1899

My dear Dr ., Harper:

A committee of the faculty consisting of the heads of depart~-
ments, has bheen at work on our groups of courses in the Higher Acadeny
arnd College, the Lower Academy course being left as it is, I am enclos=-
ing to you a list of the groups in the form in which they have agreed to
recommend them to the faculty. I should be glad to have you look
over them, In general the new groups affect the following changes:

The number of groups is apparently much increased; the apparent
increase, however, is due to the splitting of the Literary Group into
three, viz: Classles, Literature, and General, and o the Technical
group into two, viz: Technical and Engineering. This splitting has in-
volved more definite specification of the constituent parts of each
group, It ought to be noted also that out of the six groups, four,
viz: classies, literature, science, and enginecering,prepare for Collegés
and Universities; two groups, General and Technical, are rather to be
cons idered as finishing groups.

The Committee also r ecommend that if the congwrrence of the
University can be secured, two degrees/jonly be given at the end of our
Junior College, viz: for literature, ggneral, and classicg groups, the
degree of Associate of Literature; for/ Science, Tdchnhology, and
Engineering groups, the degree of As?ociate in peience,

|

Yours sincerely, fi
Enc

Sld- Aot O, 6 e
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ord, Year.
3 Physies,

1 Solid Gecmetry,
1 Algebra,
2 Prechand
1 Fnglish,
1 Fistory.

Draring and Designing.

1 Framing,
1l Pattern Making.
1 Pattern Making or Cabinet Making.

Sollege.
lst, Year,
3 Physies,
2 nd_g:liu‘hs
1 History.
2 Descriptive Geometry.
1 Mechanieal Drawing.
1l Plumbing anxi Steam Fitting.
2 Machine Tool Work,

ALY

4th Ya&r.
Chemiatry.

Trigonometry .
English, 3
History, {
Clay Medeling and Weod-Qarving. |

Mechanieal Drawing.
Peundry,

LS T R R T

Forging.,

2nd , Year,
Flementary Mechanies,

Material of Construction,
Steam Engine and Boilers,
History,

Civies,

Architeetural Drawing,

2 Mechanical Drawing & Mechanism,
2 Flectrical Constructiom,

1 Machine Construction, ,
2 Mechanical Drawing & Menhanism,;g_’_' -

e SRR R S TR
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English
History
Mathematics
Science
Latin

Greek

Mod, L .
Elective

M Aor DE

General
H A  Coll
3 3
2 3
2 1
3 2

3
6
6 6
(2) 3
3 3

All Fumbers Denote M@iggg.

Literature Classics
HA @€oll H A Coll
o) 3 3 2
2 o) 3 2
2 2 2 2
3 2 3 2
5 3 5 3

6 S
6 5 3
3 3 3 3

Science
H A Coll
] 2
2 3
3 2
6 6

Oors
50r0 3
2
5 o

JEYRER
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ENGINEERIFEG GROUP.
Higher Academy.
3rd, Year, 4th Year,
Physies. 3 Chemistry.

Solid Geometry,
Algebra,

French or German,
English.

History.

Frnmans,

Pattern Making.

Oolleﬁe.

1st. Year.
Advanced Algebra,

Analytic Gecmetry.
German or French,

Eng lish.

History.

Deseriptive Geometry.
Mechaniea 1 Drawing.

German or French,
Trigonbmetry.
English,

History.

Preehand Drawing.

».oN P 9N

Mechanical Drawing.

2nd ., Year.
Differential Caleulus,
Integral Calenlus,.
Physias,
German or Chemiatry(Cornell)
‘Histery or Civies.
Electrical Construetion,

L e A S = B S =

Mechanical Drawing and Mechan-
ism(Boston) or Shepwork
(Cornell and Worcester,)
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EDWARD 0. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradvlep Polptechnic Anstitute IE/{;;;_C%

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

Apfil 26 1899

ity dear Dr, Harper:

The more I think over the mattey of the budgpt the more ¥
am inelimd to suggest the dropping of Fpengh entivply for next ycar,
My idea would be to publish the samé @inouncement of coeirses which e
had last yoar, adding the note that these courpgés wodld not be given
in 1899-1900,

I have received your lettér coneerning the Cengregatiom
and expeet to come up., Uan yow t¢l) mes what memberg of OUr faeulty
are members of the cofigregation, &lse the hour Of meeting of thé
congregation, I wunderstind that there is & meeting of the Deans
with the Boatd of Arfiliation at 3 o'olocky

Yours traly,

4
- A O
C {"(ﬂ{i TAA ({ l() WO A2 A1
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~WARD O. SISSON 1-1:08-2 M
DIRECTOR !

Bradley Polptechnic Mnstitute i ™

In affitlation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

May 13 1899

My dear Dr Harper

I should like to have your idea as to the signatures which ought
to go on our diplomas and certificates. Pirst, in the School of Arts and
Sciences in which we have the Academy Certificate and the Junior COllege
Diploma, I take it of course that on the diploma would be the
President and Secretary of the Board of Trustees, the President of the
Faculty, the Director; ocught all these names also to go upon the certif-
icate? Secondly, in the Horological School we have diplomas for watch
work, engraving and optics, and also a certificate in wateh work which is
given to those who do not complete the course for diplomas. Ought the
Presid ent of the Faculty to sign these, or is the "President of the Fac-
ulty" really President of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and not of
Horology?

Ought the seal of the Institute to be on all of these papers,
and ought the officers of Trustees to sign all of these papers?

I have not yet recelvednotice of the exact time of meeting
of the Congregation next week. I am very anxicus to be present and
should like to know when it will take place.

Yours truly,
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EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradley Polvtechnic nstitute

In affitiation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,

June 1% 18¢9

My dear Dr, Harper:

I enclose herewith an invitation for dimner from Mrs,., John S,
Stevens, Mrs, Stevens has also invited Mr, Adams and Dr, Small,
Dimmer will be arranged so that it will not conflict with any other
appointments. ‘

The day as plammed 1s as follows: BreaRfast at the hotel.
9 to 11 faculty meeting; (I will arrange in some way for the entertain-
ment, of Mr, Adams during this time). ILuncheon 12:30, Board wmeeting |
3 o'clock, Base ball 3:30, Dimmer at Mrs, Stevens 6 o'clock sharp,
Convocation exercises B8 o*clock., I shall be glad to have any suggestions
or further instructions on this program,

Yours truly,

EO{(LY{A/{{ ,0 6/(_747,0.4(\ .-

("






EDWARD O. SISSON i 9-98-2
DIRECTOR

Bradley Polptechnic Mnstitute g

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Pres. W. R, Harper Peoria, Mlinois,
University of Chicago \

b July 27 1899
My dear Dr. Harperi:--

I have received an inquiry concerﬁing the Students' Aid arrange-
ments at the University. The cause is a thoroﬁghly deserving one and I
believe a promising one., I should be glad to know about loan arrangements
etec. at the University.

I have been largely disabled for some days by dental work, but
expect to be on deck again to-day and shall have some business to report.
I am planning to take an entire vacation for the first two or three weeks
in August, which I know you will approve. May I ask whether you will be
in the eity on next Monday?

Yours very trul —_3
i & @@Z(/o—a//\ﬁz &ﬂj /t//Z Ao,

/;{//L
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Form No. 1. -

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY,

——  INCORPORATED ————
21,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CABLE SERVYICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

ThisCompany TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability. which have been assented to by thesenderof the foldowing messars
rTOrs can be gna.rded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for comparison, and the Company will not hold itself liable for errors or dejays

I mission or delivery of Uarepeated Messages, heyoni the amount of tolls paul thereon, nor in any case where the claim isnot presented in writing within sixty days

alter the message is filed with the Company for transmission.,

Thisisan UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

e

Bradley Polytechnic Mnstitute { éi?—s;k

In affiliation with The University of Chicago

Peoria, TIl. Fab 7 1899

My dear Dr, Harpért

T have bpon pthsidewdbly worked wp in My own nind over an idea
whith struck me the othep day as I was tidnkjisg over the idea of my
working for my dsgrée. ¥ have mé¥ep bapn ablé to satisfy myself with
the idea of a degrap fh Padbgogy, &nd o andlyzihg the feeling I found
it t6 be due, rirst, to by objectien to the wowiywhich to me seems
8 narrow one--at léeast Iy 4oy 6rd Inary acteptation--peforping rather
to the mebhodd apd details of R-a;t}:z‘tm)"’ ”il;’; :goht questigns,
And setondly 86 thé fagt thut Pedagogy {94 sert of subsdivision of
another departuent, viad taas of Philosépny, It castainly sesmed to me
that I sHould o ipfipdvely more apfracted by & full fledged dopartment
called not Pedapoiy bat Bdueatign; &hd I belieye ¥ i#m nog Gifferept fram
all ather pe ople in thts pespect. Of conrae it 1mpmmﬁum
for me to bxpross thesp jdéag, My only oxeusa is that they buve
struek me 56 foreibly, and have grows en ecomsideration, 3f therg iy
rothing in the ddet ¥ kunow Veyy w1l thst you will ddmelish 1t
very quiekly,

Yours ﬂwfnm

&/ J

&~ J ( J
R HALLEE AT s
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EDWAEII; Eg:c:!ssou f.-’ o-6-08-1m
Ez,,
Bradley Polptechnic Mnstitute b"”'f’“%

in affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Tlinois, Sevt . 14, 1600,

4 v

Prasident William R, Harpe*,
Univerglity of Chiengo

Yy dear Dr. Hurperi- I have received your two lettcrs and have just
wired vou in answer te the shorter one. T regret extromoly the situa-
tionn as to the orator K and will explaln, when T see you, how it came
about. I showld be very glad if we cluld have Mr, Gunsaulus or Mr, Baill-
eyy's other suggestion, viz., Luth r Laflin Mills. I shall probably o to
Chicago soon. I understand there is to be soon, a meeting of the Board
of Control., I will wait to hear when that meeting is to be, Monday next
wonld suit me very well.

The opening of school is to be Tuesday, September 26th; Founder's
Day would come properly on Sundar, October 8th. 1 supposeé we eould make
it Baturday or Monday if desired. I should like, however; to see it kopt
on Sunday,

Coricerning the Physiological school,] am very much afraid that there
will be trouble if any attempt is made to organize it, I have not reced-
¢d, however, from my original proposition, viz., tio rent the bullding for
three years with an option of five, at $40 ,00 per month, on the following
conditionst Pirgt, that the tenunt shounld make all repalrs and improve-

mente required, whieh at the expiration of the legse shall hecome the

property of the owner, Recond, that the rent shall be satisfactorily
guaranteed, Third, that grarantee shall be given against litigaticon,
I may say that I am recelying offers for the purchase of the bhuild-
ing and have agreed to sell it at $7500,00, if such an offer is mude,
Hoping to seg you aoony, I romain,

Yaours truly,
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Form No, 163. X

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGEAPH GOMPANY,.

——— INCORPORATED ————— .
21,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA CAELE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMITS and D ELLVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the sender of the following measage,
Errors can be guarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station far comparison. and the Company will not hold itself liable for errors or delays
in transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amountof tolls puid thereon, nor in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty daye
after the message is filed with the Uompany for transmission.
This is an UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender. under the conditions named above.
THOS. T. ECKERT, President and General Manager.

RECEIVED 15

'DE. | 3
At
3 CH RW RF 8 Paid i

Peoria Ills Sept 15-99

!

W R Harper,
University Of Chgo.
Arrange for saturday;éome to chicago monday.
Al

E.0.Sissen,

12 17 PM.






EDWARD O. SISSON ©-6-88-1M
DIRECTOR .

Bradlep Polptechnic Mnstitute %%

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,0ct, 11, 189¢,

Pres. W, R, Harper,
University of Chicago.

My dear Dr, Harper:- I presume that Dr. Small has told you what a |
good time we had on Sunday. The audience was simply magnificent in every
respect and the exercises were quite up to the mark,

You will remember that before you spoke to Miss Addams you asked me
whether we could pay her anything besides expenses. I did not hear you
propose anything of the kind to her, so do not know whether to send her
a check merely for expenses or whether you have agreed with her for an
honorarium.

We were very glad indeed, to have Mrs. Harper with us and hope she
enjoyed her visit to Peoria.

I am sorry that I did not get the watches for Mrs., Harper to take
back with her, I had fully intended to do so, but the rush of prepara-<
tion drove 1t out of my mind. T will send them up very soon.

Yours sincerely,

/,i}\ & /7

{ T'}'n’ > L y h
"‘-\y N bl o
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EDWARD O. SISSON (_{
DIRECTOR

Bradvley Polptechnic Anstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,
Nov, 24, 1899,

President W, R. Harper,
University of Chicago, Chiecago, Ill,

My dear Dr, Harper:- I have received your letter concerning the
Academy Board of Trustees. Mr. Whaley has proved a very valuable member
of the Board so Tar, and I should be sorry to see him asked to withdraw
until we have positive reason for wishing to put someone in his place.

I also.feel very strongly the importance of his influence in the adminis-
tration of the affairs of the Academy. Our whole experience has confirmed
ﬁy original judgement in this matter. 1 hope there is no need of early
action, because as I think vou know, I expect to be absent the whole

m onth of December.

Things are moving along very well here. I believe we are doing

better work than we have ever done before.

Yours sincerely,
- ’@) O / 7/
(Q XN F

s A | o S -
s @ e o1
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EDWARD 0. SISSON = uhs
DIRECTOR - [ 'Qr.--“

Bradviey Polytechnic Institute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,
Dec, 29, 1899,

President W, R. Harper,
University of Chieago,
Chicago, Illinocis.
My dear Dr, Harper:- Answer to your letter of the 18th has been
delayed by my absence ffom the city.

I return Mr. Dougherty's letter. I took the liberty, before I
thought, of marking two sentences in his letter, I am inclined to agree
fully with the first; I camnot, however, see any reason why our situvation
is better for lectures than a hall down town. Frequently, when our Hall
has been proposed for lectures or entertaimments, the opposite statement
has been made, and I was under the impression that Mr . Dougherty himself
had expressed that opinion,

I certainly should be very glad to have Mr. Brooks, and I shall be
glad to talk over the matter with persons here who might be interested.

yours very truly,

Pl

g 1
L.”Lf St e 2 J 2
Enclosure
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EDWARD O. SISSON i
DIRECTOR

Bradley Polytechnic Unstitute

In affillation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Tllinois,
Jan, 16, 1900,

Br, &. W. Small,
University of Chicago, I11.

My dear Dr, Small:- T will enclose herewith, a letter which will
partly explain itself. You may be interested enough to read the whole
letter; if not, I should be glad if you would read the paragraph marked
and tell me whether the statements therein contained are correct.

I shall be glad,when I see you, to explain the circumstances,

Yours very truly,

= L \_(
CRA PP







[

/ EDWARD 0. SISSON /
<

DIRECTOR

Bravlep Polvtechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,
Jan, 16, 1900,

Dr, W. R, Harper,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Ill.

My dear Dr, Harper:- I am planning to come to Chicago next Saturday
arriving on the early morning train, I wish, if possible, to return on
the 11:30 train the same night. Will you let me know whether I can have
a conference with you conecerning the "Budget" for next year,and changes
in Faculty appointments °?

There will necessarily be a number of changes in rank and salary, and
possibly some in the personnel. Concerning most of these, I have already
talked with you. I may mention the following names which may be involved:
Bennett, Bartlett, Wyckoff, Lyon, Garner. J, B., Crawshaw, Van Deusen.

Yours sincerely,

£ 5

(_,O L y "‘\"3 1_"xf. a3

=)
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EDWARD 0. SISSON /
DIRECTOR 1 . &

Bradvley Polytechnic Mnstitute

In affitiation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mllinois,
Jan. 17, 1900, . Ve W

President W, R, Harper,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, I11, Station N,

My dear Dr, Harper:- 1 received your letter of Jan. 15th just after
sending a letter out to you, which I presume you have received by this
time.

T am under the impression that I have written three letters, speaking
in generual of the matters upon which you request information, and asking
when I could see you in Chicago . I have reccived no answer from these
and presume from your present letter that they have not reached you,
which T muech regret.

I am still planning to arrive in Chicago Saturday morning. As T
should like to spend some time in the city on Saturday, preferably in the
afternoon, I should be very glad to receiwve a note from you, informing me

at what time I may have an interview with you, In a recent letter I out-

lined the more impqyyﬁnt puints which were to:come np. I may add one or
two, V1., TE;QﬁJ;;gE;;D¢f0r instruction in Physical Culture and Public
Speaking, and the selection of an Convocation orator and possibly an ora-

tor for Founder's Day.

The work of the school in general 1is moving on very satisfactorily.
There are some matters of anxiety, but they are hardly such as can be
dealt with in a letter., I am glad to say that the Hor@logical School is
to the best of my judgément,in thoroughly good condition in all respects.
It is more than paying its expenses, the work is improving in quality, the
the character of the students has been greatly improved, wand altogether, I

feel that the school is in an entirely different position than it was a

year ago.
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EDWARD O. SISSON

DIRECTOR

Bradvley Polytecbnic Institute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mlinois,
Jan 75 lge)

President W, R, Harper, Page 2.

OQur financial system is working perfectly. The appropriations for the
vear in most departments will be sufficient and I feel confident that
over drafts which will occur in some appropriations will be more than
counter-balanced by surplus in others.

Our course of lectures, of which I enclose a printed ahnouncerient,
is moving slong very successfully, and is doing much to spread a favorable
knowledge of the school among the best people of the city.

I hope to séeé,you, as I have already said, on next Saturday, and
trust that we may hzsve a meeting of the Board of Trustees, oeither near the
end of this month or very early in February, at which time we certainly
want you to come down to Paoria.

Regretting that my other letters did not reach you or were insuf-
ficient, and hoping that I may have a word from you concerning Saturday,

I am
Very truly vours,

£ 2 A
kBJL | N\ =P
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EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR 2z

Bradley DPolytechnic Mnstitute

IN AFFILIATION WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF OHICAGO

1 Peoria, Mllinois
Jan, 22, 1900,

President W, R. Harper,
University of Chicago, 47/}
Chiagago} I1l, Station N.

My dear Dr . Harper:- Mr, Bailey thinks that March 6th will be a
better date .for the meeting of the Trustees and will eall meeting for
that date. This, you will remember, was the second dute that you gave me,
and I understood the one which you preferred.

In the meantime, I shall consider myself at liberty to go on holding
conferences on tne basis of the Budget, as we agreed upon it and as Mr,
Bailey has approved it, always stating that the action thus far is only
that of a committee and will be ratified by the Board of Trustees at its
next meeting.

vours truly,
(9\;,- p w2






EDWARD 0. SISSON ! yZ 7
DIRECTOR == >
==y

Bradley Dolytecbnic Mnstitute

IN AFFILTATION WITH THE UNLVERSITY OF COICAGO

Peoria, Mlfnofs
Jan. 25, 1900,

President W, R. Harper,
University of Chicago, /-"
Chicago, J1llinois, Station N,

My dear Dr, Harper:- I find that Mr, Burgess had understood his
appointment to expire this year. There has e?idently been some misunder=
standing and I would be glad if you wouid have sent to me a copy of the
letter of appointment, and also, if it can be found, his acceptance of.it.
I will carefully return them to you if you wish,
| I may add that he feels that, entirely aside from this matter,his
work as Dean entitles him to an increase in salary. We shall find it
necessary, no doubt, to consider the matter,

I should be glad to hear from you about it.

Yours very truly,

é;46TEgZVQALJrPP/
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EDWARD 0. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradviey Polptechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

Peoria, Mlinois,
March 26, 1900,
?resident ¥. R, Harper,
University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill,

My dear Dr, Harper:- I fear that my last letter may have seemed to
neglect your note about Mr, Rainey, I wrote in haste, and my mind
was full of the idea of getting Smith,

I have carefully read Mr. Rainey's letter which you sent to me and
return it herewith, T have also received a letter from Mr. Rainey him-
self and have inquired about him of Dr. Lyon and Mr. Grant of the Har-
vard School, They both speak well of him but not very strongly, 1
shall write agaein soon comecerning this matter,

I feel quite relieved at being able to postpone Dr, Lyon's permanent
departure until the end of the year.

We have collected $8401.00 tuition on the Fall and Winter Quarters
and have still due over 8500,00, most of which will come in., A fair
estimate for the Spring Quarter would be from $3800.,00 to $4000,00,
so that you see our condition in this respect 1is very good.

Remick, who I feared would leave us, has notified me of his accep-
tance of the two years appointment offered him,

I am rather hoping that I may see you at St. Louis on Friday or
Saturday.

Yours sincerely,
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EDWARD 0. SISSON s
DIRECTOR { \JO

IN AFFILTIATION WITH THE UNIVERSITY CF CHICAGO

Ja.n 26, Q}P f\

e\
President W, R. Harper, .\/ A\\-)

Bradley Dolytechnic Mnstitute j
Deoria, Mlinofs -

University of Chicago, \\\
Chicago, Illinois, U}) )K\y\
My dear Dr. Harper:- I enclose, herewith, letter from Mr., Burgess

which will aid in getting his case clearly before you,

Yours sincerely,

E.






EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradley Polytechnic Mnstitute
In affiliation with The University of Chicago. 2 O O

Peoria, Tlinois,

April 6, 1900,
President W, R, Harper,
University of Chicago, Chicago, I1ll,

My dear Dr., Harper:- I have received your telegram and have care-
fully thought over the situation, and have talked it over with Mr . Balley.
Unless something comes to mind which we have not yvet thought of, I shall
not go to Chicago. There are many things about which I should like to
talk with you but I know you will be very busy and I believe these things
can all wait,if necessary,until you come back,

Mr, Bailey wishes me to say that he and Judge Putefbaugh would under-
stand, without any further word from you as to their proposed visit to
the University on April 20th, and would hope to spend a dav with you
there sometime after you return,

Mr, Bailey seems quite favorably inelined toward appointing Rainey;
he looks at the matter largely from the standpoint of the advantage to
the Budget. I rather expect to go Burlington and see Mr, Rainey K I
think if I can possibly get away that would be better than having him
come here.

I am going to put into this letter a few points about which I would
be glad to have you write me, if it 1s not too much of an imposition upon
you, If they will in the least impalr your vacation, simply pay no at-
tention to them and we will work them out as well as we can here.

First, T am strongly inelined to believe that we ought to put in
someone as head of the Department of English. My reasons for this are not
at all inconsistent with my previously expressed opinions; T am still
anxious to teach, but there are so many difficult problems in connection
with the work of the English Department, and so much of the work is in

an unformed and chaotic condition, that whoever has charge of the depart-
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EDWARD O. SISSON
DIRECTOR

Bradviey [Polyptechnic Mnstitute

In affiliation with The University of Chicago.

beovia, Tllinois,
April 6, 1900,
President W, R, Harper. (2)
ment ought to be very free from any very large amount of executive work.
What would you think of Miss Underwood as a person to work in with a
view to this move? I think that it 1s quite possible that she might prove
very valuable in some executive work also..

It is a shame to mention anything in the way of difficulties; but we
certainly are in dire need of a gymnasium and yet I see no prospect of
getting one,

I ought perhaps t0o say one word about myself, and that is that I
find growing upon me the desire for more study and teaching or work of
that character, and less executive work. I think you Xnow that this feel-
ing has been very much in my mind, and I speak of it because I have felt,
especially recently, that it might lead me to wish for a change.

Will you accept this belated expression of my cbngratulation on the
splendid achisvement which you have just made for the finances of the
University; also my most sincere wishes for a beneficial and delightful
vacation? In these expressions my wife heartily joins.

Yours sincerely,
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EDWARD O. SISSON

DIRECTOR B

Bradviey Polvtechnic Mnstitute

In affitiation with The University of Chicago.

beoria, Mlinois,
April 3, 1900,

President W, R, Harper,
uyniversity of Chicago, Chicago, Ill.

My dear Dr. Harper:- You will perhaps remember that we are looking
for a teacher to assist in Mathematics and Latin, We have found one
whom, I think, will fill the place exactly, and as 1t is a hard place to
fill at the salary.we can offer, and as the young woman must have ah an=
swer this week, T should like to be authorized to make the appointment,
or at leust assure her that it will be made. The young woman in question
is Miss Ama Deach,a graduate of Peoria High School and of Vassar College;
later a teacher of Latin and Algebra in the Grammar school grade, and a
graduate student in the University of Chicago in Latin, Greek and As-
tronomy, She is at present a teacher of Mathematics in Howard Payne Col-
lege, Mo,

All her recommendations are excellent, Mr, Burgess and Mr, Comstock
are anxious to have her herc and I am quite convinced that we cannot do
better and in all probability, if we do not take her, shall have to take
some one considerably inferior,

The appointment will be strietly for the year, with the understanding
that it probably cannot be renewed. If I do not hear from you to the com-
trary by Thursday I shall write to her Thursday evening saying that she
can have the position at a salary of $600.,00,

We have yet no Convocation orator., I feel that we ought not to let
a day slip by more than necessary before we get one. I should like to
ask Chancellor Chaplain of Washington University, St. Louis, There are
several reasons why I should like to have him. Pirst, because he is from
St. Louis and not from Chicago. I think this will help to neutralize

e cértain idea which has arisen, that the Institute never gets anybody
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