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THE RRESIDENT'S ADDRESS AT THE
COMMEMORATIVE CHAPEL
ASSEMBLY"

T Address delivered by President Ernest DeWitt Burtomat the Commemorative
Chapel Assembly in Leon Mandel Assembly Hall, October 1, 1923.

Thirty-one years ago today at this hour, im what was then the
University Chapel at the north end oi Cobb Hall, the first chapel service
of the University was held. And at the beginning of each autumn
quarter since, an anniversary chapel has been held. For some years
the same persons who took part in the original service took the same:
parts in the anniversary service. But that is, of course, no longer
possible. Of those who participated in that first service, President
Judson alone is living, and he, today for the first time in thirty-one-
years, is absent.

But you who are here today are, I am sure, more interested in the
future of the University than its past, and rightly so. It is in its future
that you are to have another part.

Every autumn quarter begins a new period in the life of the Univer-
sity. Each autumn brings a large body of new students, and each year-
'we take account of stock and redefine our ideals. In one respect this
is perhaps especially true today. Thirty-one years ago we were keenly
interested in our numbers. I remember to have heard President Harper
say that on the morning of October 1 he sat in his office in Cobb Hall
and wondered whether there would be any students. Numbers were
a matter of life and death. If we had no students, there would be no
University. That has been decreasingly so year by year, but still we
have been encouraged each year by our increasing number.

Statistics: ;

Number in the Faculty October, 1892. . .. 92 (above rank of assistant)
Number in Faculty October, 1923........ 405 (above rank of assistant)
Number of students October, 1892....... 510 (October 1)

504 (Final for Autumn quarter)
Number of students in year 1892-93..... 744
Number of students in year 1922-23..... 12,745
Total number of buildings, October 1892. 4
Total number of buildings, October 1923. 44
Total property, June 30, 1802, o ilul . s iivyewssas sivas o $ 3,171,566.37
Fotal property, JUNE 30, 10271« o s isoh blensn sid odos et $51,336,735.01
Expenditures @B0a=08 | Va I hude 7.6 5 ysast B e ahiel s s e s s o $  543,989.35
FDEr BT o 1 e & WS e DA S s $ 3,315,669.53

At length we have reached the point when we no longer expect or
especially desire further increase; when we feel that the question of
quality not only overshadows that of numbers, but even puts it out of
consideration. We do not even mention larger numbers among our
hopes, but speak only of the quality of our work.

This fact is a powerful challenge to the definition of our ideal in
spiritual terms only. It is from this point of view that I want to speak
to you today of some of the things for which the University stands and
will stand in the future, and for which we hope you will stand.

1. The University will stand for scholarship. That is an essential
characteristic of a University, without which it is a University in name
only. A business house may stand for honesty and service and quality
of goods. But it does not stand for scholarship. An amusement hall

may stand for clean, healthful amusement, relaxation, and refreshment
of view. The University stands for scholarship, and it is no place for’
those who are not interested in scholarship.

But let me remind you what scholarship is. Tt is not pedantry. -

1t is not dry-as-dust facts. It is primarily an attitude and secondarily
an achievement. It is an interest in knowing things, a desire for truth,
an insatiable curiosity, not about the trivial and the unimportant, but
about the great things of the world and of human life. As an achieve-
ment, it is the acquisition of knowledge, and still more, a confirmed
attitude of openmindedness toward truth and acceptance of it.

You will learn to sing the Alma Mater and to say of the University:

She could not love her sons so well
Loved she not truth and honor—

That is the spirit of scholarship and it is the spirit of the University.

2. The University will stand for the ideal of a symmetrical and well-
balanced life. It is primarily a place for hard work. There is no room
for the idler here. Amusement is not our principal business. I once
asked a professor in a European university what it was necessary for
a student to do in order to get a degree in his university. His answer
was, only not to forget what he knew when he came. That is not our
spirit—unless you have come here expecting to work hard you have
come to the wrong place. But we do not expect you to spend all your

waking hours in study. There is room here for social contact of student -

with student, time for you to look after your health, and the cultivation
of your manners. We believe in physical culture and athletics, we believe
in social intercourse and recreation. But we believe in them all as
agencies of education and as concomitants of the principal business of
the place.

3. The University will stand—more I think in the future than in
the past—for interest in and concern for the individual. We are deter-
mined to escape from the tendency to a mere mass education, which
is so strong today and the almost inevitable result of the great demand
for education. We do not expect to know you as so many hundred
freshmen. We expect that in the case of each of you there will be at
Jeast one officer of the University who will know you as an individual
and counsel with you as a friend whom he knows and understands.

4. On the other hand the University will aim to create a community
consciousness. You are all individuals, each with an individual con-
sciousness. But you are even more truly members of a community,
parts of a social organism. You are not simply preparing for life. You
are living, and preparing to live only as each stage of life is a preparation
for thenext. We hope, therefore, that you will feel yourselves responsible
members of this community, and will take part in all phases of its life,
learn to do team work, acquire the art of social living.

5. The University will stand for character—high moral character.
1 have said that scholarship is an essential characteristic of the Univer-
sity. But it does not follow that it is the most important element of
its life. High character can never entitle the student to the University
degree if there be not also scholarship. But neither can any amount
or degree of scholarship atone for the lack of character. We are engaged

in the business of producing men and women who can play honorably’

and efficiently their part in life, and we know they cannot do this without
high character. Therefore, we desire to create an atmosphere calculated
to develop character. And we hope you will yourselves not only
respond to such an atmosphere but will help to create it. We invite
you all to take your part in creating and maintaining the moral stand-
ing of the University community.

6. Finally, the University will stand for religion. I shall not stop
to define the relations between religion and morality. Suffice it to say
that religion is something more than morality, and that the University
will stand for both. Nor shall T stop to define the precise type of reli-
gion for which it will stand. In fact, it is not primarily concerned with
that. What it is concerned with is that no life, whether of individual
or community, is complete or symmetrical without religion. I doubt if
there was ever a time in the history of the world when the need of religion

as an element of human life was more evident than it is today, or when

leading minds were more frank to affirm its indispensableness. Some
of you have read the very significant utterance of Ex-President Wilson
in a recent issue of the Atlantic Monthly:

The sum of the whole matter is this, that our civilization cannot survive materially
unless it be redeemed spiritually. It can be saved only by becoming permeated with
the spirit of Christ and being made free and happy by the practices which spring out
of that spirit. Only thus can discontent be driven out and all the shadows lifted from
the road ahead.
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gou will all rememle
. ‘1’- ] ! memier that in the speeches which President Harding
elivered ¢ b :
ered on that journey which was interrupted and ended by his
expressed in differ :

sudden death he
A ‘.E‘ 1€ | rent words the same sent iment. And
ncant tact that President

; Coolidge has already made it plain
n1s conduct that he stands on the same platiorm.

M 3ut it is not our
presidents only that are

’ preaching the importance of religion. Some
7of you have seen a manifesto pl'«:;;z'a‘»'

wred by Professor Milligan, formerly of
our Department of Phvsics \d signed by some scores of scholars in
rming the essent

#

many departments of study,
and religion, and imy

ial harmony of science

e imperative need of both. And if you
look over the pages of our 1-3&(1 ng maga

’ ding magazines, you will find constant
evidence of the same thing

u y “1;, t

But it is not because it is the fashion of the hour that the University
will stand for religion. It will stand for it because we believe that the
whole history of the race shows, and never more clearly than now,
learning and religion can never be saf fely divorced.
R d!glon needs the f

iC 1

that
Each needs the ot her

ree atmosphere of the University to keep it fxo*n
becoming superstition or bigotry.

Learning needs religion to keep it
from becoming selfish and pedantic.

The University will therefore stand for both—not to prescribe for
‘ you the type of character of your religion—not to impose on you creed
[ or ritual, but by its chapel and its Sunday service and in various other
ways constantly to remind you that religion self- chosen,

self-directed,
unconstrained individual and social, is an essential element of the high-
est and&———of life.

It is in a University that will stand for scholarship, for a symmetrically
developed life, for consideration for the

i ———

individual, yet for the cultivation
| of a community spirit, for character and {or religion—it is in a University
that stands for these things that I welcome you to full membership,

| and I hope that every day you spend here will add to the richness, fulness
| and depth of your life.

)
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