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Chicago, September 17, 1912

Dear Mr, Dodd:=

Thank you very much for the copv of vour paper on the
war with Mexico. T have read it with great interest, and instruc-
tion. One question T should like to ask. On page 1 you refer to
MeKirley's having shared in precipitating the war with Spain in
order to avoid difficulties at home. T should be much interested

to know tho evidence for that.

Yerv truly yours,

HlPOJ. - ln

"0 '. '. w' f
The University of Chicago. .
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Chioago, September 19, 1912

My dear Mr. Dodd:=

Thank wvou verv much for vour note of the
18¢h inst. T ghall examine with pleasure the references %o which
vou refer. T should want some very definite evidence to comvince
me that T have been completely mistaken all these vears in my
opinion as %o President MeWinlev's attitude toward the war with
Spnin. Whether he stands higher or lower as a man or statesman
than the lisgt of others you supgrest of course has no bearing on this
partioular question, nor do the facts relating to preceding men in

the
sk AN
specific question as to whether Mr. Mo¥inlev did or did not bring en

Washington have any bearing on it. The only question is

the war with Spain or oppose it.
With beet wishes, T am,

Very truly vours,

HQP-J. - L.

¥r. ¥, B, M.
The University of Chicago.
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i September 20,1912,

My dearer.Presiient:

Yours of the I9th.reeeived and T get the point
you objeet to more slearly, Simes writing you the other day
I have looked more elosely into Chadwiek and on the question
whether the MeKinley admimistration preferred war to pease
at the eritieal moment seems 1o me elsarer still,See what is
said of the appointment of Jokn Sherman as Seeretary of Stats
on pages,4909I;also what 1s saild about the sending of the

pes) the gt S 8.9 vo Allisres i
Maine to Havana,pa;zes 533—3%; g diseussion of the attitude
of the President! is temperate and when I read it for review
at the time of its appearanes T was eertain that +his would
bei the final werdiet;but,of 'eourse #dthing 18 Pimal 1in his-
tory.We are always petting new evidenee 'and your surprise
at the statement im my paper eauses me to re-sxamine the sub-
Jeet ,though I feel eertainm that I 'am right,

The roasom I ‘elted the'attituds of esarlier Pres-
1dents 1s that I feel,as does the Judge ia a trial,that pre-
cadenta eount for mueh in guilding ome to a torraet desision.
If men have almost invariably aeted in a séfﬁ&iéﬁ?ﬁdef glv-
én eiresumstanees they are apt to aet that way im a future
ease where the elreumstanees are similanr;and this T think is
good historieal method,

I have not,with the faulty index of the Naiion,
besn able to loeate the doesuments waieh first gave me ny opin-
lon.But I eneloss a elippimg from my fi}es whiel may bs of
interest.Hold it for me,pleass,

o
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T st e et oliigae, Septenbed 21, 1912
s abpolutely irrelevant to the question at issue

el Myl yeu reter vill load to intorsstfng writihe, ne doubt,
e - v:uvut#;-nah for vour note.  Herewith T am

ndfﬁr;i;g? the enclosure. Tt has been uy settlod opinion ever

singe the war that President Melinley was dragped into the war

very much against his will by the opposition in Congress, which

; fo::i-;i the matter through, and that if he had been let alone he

would have brought the thing o a peaceabls settlement at an early

date. That the Me¥inlev administration preferred war tv peace I

have never for & moment supposed to be true. Of course if there

is any tangible evidence to the contrary it will weigh with me, but

the evidence you sugpest so far an T have seen it is of the slightest

possible character. ‘The newspaper olipping which I return would have

not the slightest weight with me in itself. It would simply be a

suggestion for further inquiry and for substantial evidence. I am

too well informed as %o *he notorious inmaccuracv of alleged intere

views to put any ﬂlimu on then. T will of course look inte

roaity

Ghu!ﬂck. ' Bo far as | he "iation" is concerned, I should want %o
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have something beyond the mere opinion of thet paper. In other
words, I had supposed thatm historical inquiry woula rest on
subatantial facts. The attitude of sarlier presidents impresses

me as absolutely irrelevant to the question at issue. The historiem)
method to which you refer will lead to interesting writing, no doubt,
but is absolutely useless when it comes to a question of fagt which
oan be determined one way or the other by direct evidence.

Verv truly voure,

H.P.-T. - xn

Nr. W, E. M.
The University af Chiecago,
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The Wniversity of Chicago

i / DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

“\1
‘ September 23.19I12.

=ﬂw'dear Mr,.Prasident:

While I relied whkolly onm Admiral Ckadwiek's
work for my imtroduetory statement to whiek you make objee-
tion,and 1t was merely introdustory,I have read,sinee re-
selving your last note the Diplomatle Correspondenee,or,to
be more aeeurate,House Doeuments No.I.for 55th,Cong.3d,Sess.,
eovering the whole period,espesially pp.746-750.And I f£ind,
as I expeeted to find, that Chadwiek hai not,so0 far as I ean
Judge,overstated the ease.l do not see how I eould eonsei-
entiously ehange my statement,

But I kave always thought that MeKinley was
persomally opposed to war.This however is merely an opin-
ion that must be held subjeeii;hange whenever the private
eorrespondence shall be published.How differeatly Polk ap-
pears now that kis Diary and private eorrespondenee are a—
vallable.So I have not suffered myself to 8peak of the Pres-
ident's persomal views or purpose,but only of his offiecial
attltude.On the personal and,I believe,on the offieial side
you and I are entirely at ome-so I interpret your last let-
ter.

I hope I have not appeared dogmatie at amy point.
If I have it was not ny intention.I havg:;iew or opinion as
a historieal student whiehk I am not ready to revise;im faet

I kave to revise ry most eareful presentations to ry elass-

—
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The Wniversity of Chicago

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

es every year.Bul it seems I kave not been able to make
elear to you what I mean by resorting to preeedent aetion
in order to understand perfedtly the mganiﬁg of sueh a step
as that taken by President MeKinley when ke semnt im his war
message.What I meant in my notes to you,as in my estimate
ineluded in the statement in my address,was the same that
Mr,Rhodes shows fortk when he undertakes to explain the
Buehanan poliey with referemee to Cuba or that Jokn Quiney
Adams resorts to wheéf%ives us his review of Jaekson' eon-
duet of the Texas problem - in the famous Braintree address
of September I843. I do not mean that amy presedent deeildes
a thing,but omly helps to explain a doeument,whish is some-
times of itself quite inadequate.The poimt I have im mind
is well expressed in one of Minister Woodford's last dis-
patehes to the State Departmenti;you have prabq%y seen 1it,
And on the subjeet of the value of newspaper evidenee
I veature the refereg;gyto Rhodes:ﬂggg:g,pagg:%nd on, Though
I had the misfortune em last year to he seandalously treat-
ed by a Hearst newspaper,misquoted outrageously,I try not
1o eondemn nmewspaper evidenee when thers is no motive for
misrepresentation.And I suppose you fesl the Same way.One
thing is eertain I have never taken sush evidenee at quite
as high a value as Mr.Rhodes has dome in his great history.
I mention this author so frequently not beeause I think him

infallible,but ke 1is I believe our latest and higkest auth-
ority.
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The Aniversity of Chiragn

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

I am sorry to have oseupied so mush of your time,but it
seemed impossible for me to make myself umderstood in fewer
words.And I thank you for your interest im my work even though
you dissent from some of my somelusions;but this only shows
that you tﬁke time to read the work of the men im the teaeh-

ing ehairs,
I am very sineerely yours

Watcen. €. P—erl’

As soom as Mr,Thompson returms I will get from him the

P.8.

name and address of the gemtleman who offered the other $50,

orn the Mareks leeturs fund and send them to you."
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Dear Mr. Dodd:w= .

Thark vou very mush for vour comments of Sepiember
234, I haye read Admiral Chadwick's chapters %o vhich you refer.
0f course T haye not read the House Dooument /1, 55th Congress, Third
Session,~ at least not recentlys Tt seome to me, however, that
nevertholess vour statement in the article is an overstatement. My
own opinion as to Mr. MoWinley's attitude is based, I confess, not
so largely on the documents in the case, which of course you have
gonsulted, as on dirset personal knowledge of the opinions of those
direatly connected with his administration as to his attitude, and
on my own personal conferemee with him on a single occasion. At
the time of the war T was strongly opposed to radical action, and
belisved that the action finally taken was precipitate. (Ceneral
Woodford I knew was convinced that the whole thing could be settled
without war, as indced was made plain by his despatch, quoted on
pages 574 and 575 of Chadwisk, = It is still my belief that Mr.
MeKinley was driven into his final attitude by the presesure of the
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insurgent minority of the Republicans in Congress, combined with
the Demosrats. = Perhaps he could have held out if ho had been as
pugnacious and rugred as Jackson and Cleveland.

Of coures T fully understand vour references to the attitude
of provious prosidents. On the matter of newspaper clippings,
thers is so much o be said that it is not w-rth while perhaps now
to discvse it.

Again thanking vou for vour comments on the matter, I am,

Very truly yours,

"l'l'l. - Lo

-‘o 'o ‘n w&.
The University of Chieago.
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8 2
A/ 5757 Blackstone Ave..,
}:' . Novembsr 20, 1320.

Pear Mr.Fresident:
Yesterday when 1 spoke with you about

. your possible accaptat$$3 ef ap invitetion from the Fres-

fdent of Rendolph Macon Woman's Colleds,l had no idea tnat
you had boan'appealed to by resspectable people to ask the
Irustees of the University to remove from the Faculty such
e dangerous teagﬁarehlf“f‘ﬁiﬁ kgawn it,1 mizht bave mention-
ed the subject. 1 ;h glad, hoewevser, that L did pnot know for
it is a pleasure to know that you never railsed or sven dis-

cussed such a subject with ms. .

1t all came to me in the aftermoon when a reportisr
for 1he Iribupe caelled me asking what | had to say about
the matter. Since it was all news to me,l asked him to come
out and I would reply if there was anything %o say. At night
MreMchaushlin called up to ask about my summer work and I
then told nim of tha impending Jribups scandal. He thsn told
me that he had known about it sometime and that hes bad talk-
ed witb you about it.. As |l szid,l am dlad you did not men-
tion it.

When I was at Randolph Macon Collsde,Colonsl Geords
L.Christian,a fine old man,chairman of ths local organization
of the Confederate Veterans,more thanm once undertoox to have
the Trustees of the collsds & remove me for teachings about
the South's part in the Civil War which the Veierans cculd
never approve. He even made a newspaper campaign, But the
collede never took notice pf &t at any time. And the trus-

" tees tock particular pains to meke known to me that ihey

ware not in sympathy with that sort of effort to iniearfere
with what they were pleased to call earnesti, honest teaching,
And many of the trustses had been Confsderats soldisrs. Ths
freedom 1 had there was one of the ties that we broke with
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e85t difficulty;and that %gga till other tiss bhave still held
o the extent that 1 bhave beenhaqain and again to return.. That
gsort of reward is sbout the best that can come te a tesacher.

Now,1 bhad no othsr thought that you would aci exactly ae
you have acted;and 1 belisve the Trustsss will view the matisr
exactly as you have viewsd it. Mey I say thet my koowledde of
your attitude and my belief that ths Trustees of the University
are of the same opinion have been among the highbest satisfac-
tions of wy ten years service with youo.

At the ssame time I shopld fail of entire frankpness with
myself if 1 did not add that freedom of speech apd prese are
all tos frecusantly abused by people who ssrve themselves and not
scholarship by their dogmatic assertions. 4nd many of this class
nust be burdems to universitiss. What these people have said that
I sald misrepresents me only in thet it is not balanced oy the
rest of the statement. It is (ot my purpose to disparage either
North or South in seeckiog lessons from our nistory and in all
that I have written will appear,l think,a philpsophic weidhing
and assessing of both sides,the deeds,both dood and bad,of both.
I do not complain of the Loyal Lesdion bscauss they dig not guote
in full,that would have taken too much space. What 1~pamplain of
is the dispoeition to ask summary removal without exemining wmore
than the smallest part of what I have published., If they read
ny Jefferson Dgvig,they will eee why some Sputherpers felt ag-
grieved. My point is that I would not like to bs judged in off-
hand manner as trifling with my right as a teescher and as a eciti-
gen, The University's reputation is as dsar %o me &s it can be

to anv of you and 1 have not for 2 moment forsotten iis relatipn
to socisty.

This is 2 lpng story. Lt falls upon you bscause of
your manly response and ny desire to show my appreciation., 1
love to teach in the University and would bate to be thoudhi to

jospardize ite interests.
Yours sincerely,

hhl!iluu € Dacdd
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Round Hill,Virginiay '}
December 11,1924, J
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My dear Mr,Burion:

Your gratifying telegpam re-
ceived. It is solacing to be told that ohe might
be missed in a great university like Chicago. I
appreciate what you say.

The offer in Washington is of such a char-

- acter and the circumstances are such that I must
both take a little of your time for sn explana-
tion and of course ask for séme considerable time
before giving my answer - being here and rather
bound by engagements till January.

I wrote Mrs.Dodd a week ago to think thne
problem through from as many points of view as
arosge in her mind and then,if favorably inclin-
ed, to acquaint McLaughlin of the fact that we
haé the matter under advisement. Fearing that he
might not be well,I suggested to her that she
might bring up the matter confidentislly with
Mrs,Burton - simply to avoid giving McLaughlin
the worry that he usually takes upon himself a-
bout cases of this sort, I have since heard that
he has had a set-back which distrescses me both
for his own sake and the added reason that I may
have increased his troubles.

VThat's done is dope., There are several
bearings to the case. The Chicago climate and in-
curable dirt and smoke,coupled with the declining
value of money and the declining number of people
willing to assist in housework,have made Nrs.Dodd's
part in our work burdensome beyond all expectation.
¥y own part of the work has been slowly changing
till a different situation from that joyously con-
templated fifteen years ago surrounds me:s, the num-
ber of students has increased four or five times;
b, the legitimate appeals of the larger community
for time and service are very many:the consequence
of both of these changes is that I am not a free
man and student,answering telephones and writing
letters requiring the better part of my time af-
ter meeting the routine duties of teaching., Of
course all of this is recognized as encouraging
fruit of years of toil and effort;but wissl so much
of detail and attention to people's calls takes
away that very thing I have wished above all to
do.

The Washington proposition would cure all
of this,although I know I should greatly miss the
stimplus of my Chicago colleagues and students.
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But there is another phase of the problem. A chgnge
has taken place in the University during the last fifteen

years that amounts to a revolution:a,the community then
fairly stable and admirably suited to the growth of a
community of scholars and scientists has now ceased to
be such, Our friends are already scattering;they are soon
likely to be scattered over the surrounding country,as
the Columbia faculties have been scattered over a wide
area. This destroys the social side of our life, takes a-
way the compensation that labor amidst smoke and dirt is
designed to secure. 1f you but make comparison of the
rents,say,of I909 with those of to-day,you
will see what is doing it, I fear it is too late now to
save the University on this side of its life. Nor is there
any real interest in the matter among those hWho might lend
assistance.

b,While this takes place before our eyes, there arises
a powerful alumni interest that overwhelmes us with their
demends for grandstand performances,after the manner of
eastern universities and to satisfy that longing of hearts
like that which underlies,if there can be such a thing,
the managzement of The Tribune, You must already have re-
alized that it might easily be "millions for such vani-
ties,not one penny"for the silent work in the social
science workshops for which universities in large part
were created. The way the world is now made up,it seems
useless to struggle against the tide."After us the deluge"
is the inner answer to all of us who endeavor to make our
case with the public that ought to understiand.

These two are the general influences that discourage
me.lLook at our friend,McLaughlin.Fe is & noble example, of
that great number of genuine scholars whose lives ha?QEU?
are now being broken upon the wheel. I shall deead greatly
to make the decision when the time comes for it. One never
likes to run away even for comforts, the prospect of ease
in one's later years and the accomplishment of one's de-
gire in the way of summing up of the results of one's
life-long labor. One does not like to remain in a situa-
tion where helplessness is the rule of himself and col-
leagues, Shall one run aweay or shall one stay and com=-
mit himself or his children to the Terror that our great
industrial 1life is preparing for all those who inhabit
great cities? The answer is,of course,for us to make,al-
though your greater experience of life might be of great
service to jus.

Of course it is not going from one complex Univer-
sity situation to another.That we could never,l think,do
except upon compulsion. With all thanks and appreciation
and readiness to assist in your work,I am

Yours sincerely,

hhzlfnmu|£1 Dodd
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