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October 23, 1924

President Ernest D. Burton,
The University of Chicago,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Burton:

I return herewith the proposed letter.k Nichols.
Frankly, as I have considered the matter furih#®, I mm. puzzled
as to just what our field ought to be in t}€ Fime Arts.
clearly that we never could rival the Art 3 stitute in ¢
hibits and I doubt whether we should try. e « 0
happy if we could have a building of Fine Arts, but even then
T think we should put our emphasis on starting a fundamental
appreciation of the Fine Arts among our students and developing
their abilities to appreciate the fine things of the Art Insti-
tute,the Chicago Symphony Orchestra,etc., which the city has to
offer, rather than any attempt to parallel these. This leads
me to think that our money should be expended more for teaching,
concerts, and lectures than for the collecting of art objects.

I am in entire sympathy with your thought of the fine
music in connection with the Rockefeller Chapel, for the purchase
of a great organ and to endow frequent fine concerts, perhaps
daily. This would be one of the most splendid things I can
imagine, both from 1its inspirational value to students and fac-
ulties and by way of interesting the public in the University.

This letter in the main is meant to agree with your
suggestive one to Mr.Nichols although perhaps I put somewhat
different emphases:

(1) I like the idea of a building to call attention
and to typify the thing we are trying to do, but
T have little hope of securing many fine or at
least costly objects of art. I doubt whether we
could get them and believe on the whole they would
better go to the Art Institute and I should hesitate
to accept the responsibility of caring for them.

(2) I am keen for the teaching of arts but more along
_the 1line of appreciation of them rather than how
to do them.

(3) I feel the same way about music, but think if it
were well endowed we could reach even a broader
field which would include not only our students
and faculty but the outside public as well.

Yours cordially,
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Hovember 10, 1924

Hy dear Nre. Nichole:

M ot I have given cunsiderable thought since I
saw you iz Yew Terk to0 the guestion ef the development of
: 8 e University.

i As 1 sald te you in our bries interviev I
am 1§ §ilagly impreased with the desiradility eof previde
ing at the Univers such opportunities in the field of
the fine arts as will complement the work of imstruction
and research which we have been developiung ao stromgly and
expect 10 develop still more strunglye ong thus can we
give te the young peeple who some io ithe University & well
balanced sud symmetrical sdusasion,

1 d46 not think it will be wise for us to
develop sohaole fer tsshmical imstruciion in the aris. The
first Step at lesst would be te provide opportusities at
the Tniversity, not simply semewhors else in the sity, for
students to see -a fow zood plotures azd good statuary, and
especially to hear pood musie. ¥ith this cheuld come courses
of instruction caleulated to develiop sppreciation and under-
standing Yat, a0t &t first at lesst, training courses in
the prastics of thase aris.

In our great Usmiversity Chapel, which I mnow
nope we shell be able o begim to builid within olx months,
there must, of course, s & great organ sand in connectien
with 4t there should be provision for organ recitals. These
would heve very sreat value from the poimt of view from
whieh we are unow speaking,

Put 4m sddition t¢ shis we should have much
larger prevision thas st presemt exists for recltals and
congerts of various kinds and for eeurses of instruction
and pudliec lectures which would make these comcerts and re~
eitals more thoroughly edusative than they would de without
such aceompaniments.

Ve ought also to have & bdullding im whieh
 there should de not an exteamsive dut sa illustrative sad sug-
gestive collection of works of art, painting, and seulpture
and expecislly for the exhidition of loan sollections. The
Art Institute hes s large stook of works of Art which are

availadle for loan, and there are many private collections
in the oitye The allvorlttr ought never te attempt to rival
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the Art Institute, But 1t might nevertheless always have
on exhibdition plictures snd other works of art whiek would
help to cultivate the taste of the students and lead then
to the larger collectioms at the Art Imstitutes In this
pullding there ought to be a beautiful concert hall,

in shert our needs for the near future as
1 see them aret

1. 4x orgesxz for the new chapel.

8« An Art Building for exhibition of &
fow shodae palntings sud soulptures espesially of loan col-
lections, and comtaining also a 2all, a werk of art in i%-
self, and specinlly sdapted to the rendering of music of
the highesgt clacse

2. A maintessrce fand for this duilding
and an endowmeat for the purchase of works of art, the ex~
peuse ef conserts, asd reclitals, and of coursas of lectures
oaloulated Lo enltivate im the faculiy and students the ap~
procis tien of the hipgher arts,

It you find 1t possidle in connection with
own busimess o direct the attention of any of your
friends in Yew York enld elsewhers to the desire of the Uni-
versity %o inorease in the way adove indicated its services
to 1ts student Yody end te the cexpunliiy I am sure the Unle
versity will appreciate your welag your epportanities in
this weye If st suy time thers esgur te you suggostione as
to ways im which we caz {utersst mez or womeén of wealth in
this pert of your work I ehell be glad to recelve them,

! wust add, ef course, that the urgent meed
of the Usiversity as the moment i¢ the mum of $6,000,000
for endowment of inetructien, sand, fellowing this, the
srection of dulldings for the departments of work in which
we are alresdy sctively engsgeds Im enr active efforts to
secure funés we cannot put the fime arts im the foreground,
bt 1t s mot to0 sarly to begin a process of education
looking to their oventusl endowment, and we should be hemrtily
glad Af provision for them could de made at an sarly date.
Ve shoulé, of course, net hesitate 1o receive gifss for
them at sny times
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1 have no douds that you are familiar with
the pamphlets whieh Mre Zahn has pudblished at various tines
on the sudjeet of art for the veople. j

Very siacersly yours,

Pals :‘;n hoping 9 answer your recent letier at an early
-

lire Fo Do Flehels
411 VWest 114th Sireet
Hew York, Few York
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The '(uﬁiversity of Chicago

'\\ CHICAGO., ILLINOIS

®ffice of the President

October 3, 1924

My dear Mr, Nichols:

I have given considerable thought since I saw
you in New York to the gquestion of the development of the Fine
Arts at the University.

As I said to you in our brief interview I am in-
creasingly impressed with the desirability of providing at
the University such opportunities in the field of the fine arte
as will complement the work of instruction and research which
we have been developin gi trongly and expect to develop still
more strongly, and thusimﬁ e young people who come to the
University & balanced and symmetrical

education' hsDwouldwethereige:
A WA
I it will be wise for us to develop

schools for technical instruction in the arts

come~in--fime. The first step at least would be to provide op-

portunitiea et the University, not simply somewhere else in the
ty,for students to see)good picturesk ood statuary, andf ¢

hear’good nusic. With this should come courses of instruction

calculated to develop appreciation and understanding but, not

at first at least, training courses in the practice of these

arts.

In our great University Chapel,which I now hope
we shall be able to begin to build within six monthg,there
must, of course, be & great organ and in connection with it
there should be provision for organ recitals.whieh-themselves
would have very great value from the point of view from which
we are now speaking.

But in addition to this we should have much lar-
ger provision than at present exists for recitals and concerts
of various kinds and for courses of instruction and public lec-
tures which would make these concerts and recitals more thore
ocughly educative than they would be without such accompaniments,

} We ought also to have a building in which there
oen be not an extensive but an illustrative and suggestive- ool—
lection of works of art, peinting, and sculpture
4y §n this building there ﬁzixﬁ be a beautiful concert

In short our needs for the near future as I se
them are:

l. An organ for the new chapel. MMMMMMMMMM e
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2. An Art Building for exhibition of\paintings
and sculptureyand containing also a hall, a work of art in

itself, and specially adapted to the rendering of music of
the highest class.

3. $he maintenance fund for this building and
an endowment for the purchase of works of art, the expeéense of
concerts, and recitals, and of courses of lectures calculated
to cultivate in the faculty and students the appreciaticn of
the higher arts. :

If you find it possible in connection with your
own business to direct the attention of any of your friends in
New York and elsewhere to the desire of the University to in-
crease in the way above indicated its services to its student’
body and to the community I am sure the University will appre-
ciate your using your opportunities inm this way. If at any
time there occur to you suggestions as to ways in which we can
interest men or women of wealth in this part of our work I shall
be glad to receive them.

’ I must add, of course, that the urgent need of
the University at the moment is the sum of $6,000,000 for en-
dowment of instruction)and,following this, the erection of §
buildings for the departments of work in which we are already
actively engaged. In our active efforts to secure funds we
cannot put the fine arts in the foreground,but it is not too
early to begin a process of education looking to their even-

~tual endowment, and Wwe shald be heartily glad if provision
" for them eould be made at an early date. We should, of course,
//’ not hesitate to receive gifts for them at any time.

I have no doubt that you are familiar wit£a§am-
phlets which Mr. Kahn has published at various times on- {he
sub ject of art for the peopls.

gtdwﬁk' Very sincerely yours,

@S Wﬂw}r\m{ 0 Gt {M gw Lg%&z{‘»&{gﬁ‘@ .
MAL A .

EDB NG

Mr. F. D. Nichols
411 West 114th Street
New York, New York
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