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Excerpt trom "The Last Days of His lLajesty the Kaiser and
King at Grand Headguarters.”

By Count Detlef Moltke

1 come now to the 9th or November, that most unlucky day
for our pooi Fatherland. 1In the night or early in the morning
the Imperial Chancellor had telegraphed "The Kailser must abdi-
cate as otherwise the Cabinet cam 1o longer endure. The Revo-
‘lution is comstantly spreading and social democracy eam no longer
be restrained.” it is further announced that 'the workmen and
soldier councils in large towns on the coast in the west and
south of the Empire had assumed control. The Khine line and
the great magazines of all sorts on and behind it as well as
all the 1mportént railway Junctions were in fonscu:ion oz the
revolutionists.' This was the situation when at 10:00 A.k.

Field Marshal Hindenburg presented himsels beiore the Kaiser.

The question was first raised whether it was possible
through force of arms again to become master of the situation in
the interior ot the Fatherland. Lieutenant General Groener pro-
nounced an advance against the hoio territory hopeless. The plan
was given up as the Kaiser wished to spare the Fatherland civil
war and the heroic army new sufferings and conrlicts. Iloreover,
there was danger that the revolutionists woula earry out their
threat to let no more hospital trains through., In that case,
however, a catastrophe would have been unavoiaable for the army
s ince the hoipxtal tacilities at the front were adequate for only

a tew days longer. /
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The Kaiser inclined to the idea atter the conclusion of
the Armistice, which was, of course, immediately to be expectea,
of roturn;ng home in peaceful fashion at the heaa of the army.
This 11‘3 Lieutenant General (Groener considered impracticable
since the whole revolution haa turned niroctlj against the per-
son ot thokxmpororm He said, "The army will march home quietly
and in order under its leaaers and commanding generals but not
unaer the orders of your Majesty tor it no longer stands behind
your liajesty.” Although some generals aid not share this con-
ception which was open to question this plan also was allowed to
drop. I am telling yom all this here guietly, my honorea hearers.
You must, however, put yourselves into the state of mina of the
Kaiser, who.ia I gan swear, haa never willea the war and comstantly
haa thovbalt intentions. What must his inner nmotloﬁ have been
when now at the end of the task the guestion of abaication was
raised.

From Berlin the Chancellor ana his colleagues repeated the
demands for abaication with constantly increasing insistence.
The Crown Prinee who has arrivea trom his Headquarters now takes
part in the conference. The Under Secretary of State, Baron
Von ver Busche, telephones from the office or the Imperial Chan-
"eellor "that Liebknecht would be calleda to the presiaency oz the
Hepublic if the Kaiser dida not at once abaicate.” News also
comes "Berlin is running with blood, the troops of the garrison
have gone over to the other side, only by an immeaiate abaication
ot His Lajesty can civil w@r be avertea.," After several vain
efiorts to get telephone connection with the Berlin (police)

ofrice to get some precise information they finally succeedaed in






reaching the GChiex or Starf of the Government, He, lajor Von
Berge, confirmeda the statement "that the majority oI the Berlin
troops had gone over but the street fighting was consiaerably
less and at ﬁny rate there was no talk of Berlin running with
blood."

New pressure is exercised from Berlin., His Excellency,
Wahnschaffe,even says "it is no longer a m tter of hours, it
is a matter only of minutes."” After the hardest inner struggles
the Iuilgr at length gives way and determines to renounce the
imperial crown, "if eivil vai can be avoided in no other way
but he remains King of Prussia.” His Excellency, Wahnschaffe,
waiting at the telephone is jnformed that in about half an hour
a decision of the Emperor, whiech is now to be put on paper, will
be transmitted. The decision ran: .

(1) His Majesty is ready to abdicate as German Emperor if
that is the only way in which further bloodshed can be avoided. .

(2) His Majesty remains King of Prussia and will lead the
army home in closed order.

I would like here to emphasize the fact that the Kaiser had
not ab@ﬂoatnd unconditiondﬁly and to remark that the abdication of
the King of Prussia as German Emperor was a constitutional change
whiech would not be ~ valid until the Bundesrat and the Reichstag
concurred in it. Sin;o this concﬁrroneg was not secured a serious.
breach of the consiftution here confronted the parliamentary mem-
vers of the government. The Kaiser now signed this resolution and
had $t telephoned to Berlin. Then followed the following amazing

answer. "Too late. We cannot use it now, ene at the command of
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the Imperial ¢hancellor the Wolff Telegraph Bureau has already
published the following telegram: 'uis Maje@sty the Emperor and

King has abdicated. The Crown Prineo has renounced the success ion
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to the throne; rrince Max Von Baden has been adeclared Administrato H ‘
Roprcsontativo Ebert has been appointed imperial gggpggllgz; War
dinister Scheuch has put himself at the disposal of the new goveran-
ment as oth.rttio the hospital gervice of the army would bo'im—
periled.’ n, fThis Wolff Telegraph Bureau telegram was already
published 1u Berlin by 12:00 M., The resolution of the Kaiﬂqr

Just mentioned on the other hgnt was not telephoned until half

past one. 0t the renunciation of tho throne on the part of the

Crown Prince pothing at all had been said in the whole proccodings.

My honored hearers, thus this moct'monstrous lie of German
history spposrod.night ovor-tho head of our Kaiser, the Imperial
Chancellor, Prino; Mex of Baden and nis advisers such as Schiede~
mann & Company had prought this lie 1nt6 the world and on this
1ie founded the present Republic, dut wpe who lies and calumniates
is worse than a thief" runs the old saying.

That was & politieal stroke and an act of violence without a
parallel. The Kaiser received the news with the deepest seriouness
and the most comple te gomposure and dignity. He expressly and
repeatedly asserted that Le nevertheless remained King of Prussia
and that he did not leave the armye. This position he maintained
even when ih. effort was again made to move him %o renounce the
royal ecrowie.

in the course of the afternoon messages came that not only
at the resting places but also at the ¢ront individual hodies of troops

had mutinied. Even the garrison at Spa was no longer to be relied






on., The people had declared that while thoy.vunld undertake
pothing against the Kaiser they would do iothing for him, Never-
theless the Kaiser stood by his determination to remain in Spa.
Apout eight o'clock in theevening when the Kalser on his way %o
the dining ecar passed my section 1 clearly heard him say to a
gentleman who wWas accompany ing him "Ihave no idea of going avway.
1 stay with the army in Spa." 1In the dining cary howovor.‘whleh
he at first occupied alone he rece ived one of his counselors Whoo
must have led hir to change his mind, ¢tor our departure was fixed
for tive the next morning.

Standing under the prostrating 1mpr.111pn that the first

counselor of the ¢rown, the Imperial Chanceller, hac given hin

and, thatc

ups, the way to the ¢ront as well as the way home was closed to himy
tho hard tried ruler atter agonizing inner contlicts had formed the
decision of leaving the countrye. IHe wished to rorm 1o hinarance
to obtaining tolerable aoudiiionl of armistice and peace. He
wished to spare Germany the otherwise inevitable eivil war, further
IOIIOz:ﬁgI misery. His chief thought even. in this most difricult
hour of his life was to serve the Fatherland taithfullye.

1 come now to the 10th of lovembers The night passed quietly

put 1 suppose that hardly one of us slept on account of inward

anatiehe ‘A 238338 after 900 Aele WO gethered in the dining cars

?he Kaiser entered composed and calm, In his usual triendly way ho
gives us his hand., During breakfast we learn pit by bit the ig-
nominious terms of the Armistice. A% 5:00 AsM, our train started
slowly. immediately before Iouwr men of the Storming Battalion
mounted guard in the car as & n-tcnso tor the train had to pass

through the ailtriet of the mutinous rest stations. After only






ten minutes we stopped at the little station, La Keide, In the
piteh dark night. the . Kaiser leaves the train and enters the
motor which had preceded him, and stood ready with aimmed lights.
Only a few gentlemen accompanied him on the short Jjourney to the
Dutech frontier. The rest of us used the railway further. Ve
passed through Pepinster, Luttich and Visé,badly wrecked since

. 191a. About 7300 A.M, the train stops; straight across the rails
.a tence is drawn; we stand at the Dutch border. As a farewell the
last German frontier guards, 1 think Bavarian Landsturn, called
after us some incivilities.

The car is uncoupled, the guardsmen leave it. The conductor
of the train, Lieutenant Von Banchhaupt, thinking with tearful
eye of his King took leave of us. The three body guards from the
train erew weeping came and went from us. We were aeeply moved
over this fideliiy ana attachment. The brave men aid not wish to
leave their Kaiser and King in his misfortune, Hard as it was for
me, I had, on account of their own future and that of their families,to
advise. them to return to Spa.

About 1o:oola.n. there comes from Holland the locomotive in-
tended for us and in a few minutes we reach the little Dutch
frontier town, Eysden. We saw our poor Kaiser walking on the plat-
form. We solemnly announce our presence to our imperial mastcr.A
The splendid sunny Sunday was an endlessly sad one for us.

The Dutch Government hada been informed in the night of the
9th of November through their Consul in Brussels of our Kalser's
decision and the Kaiser had asked the Queen by telegraph for per-
mission to be allowed to enter her country as a private inaividual.

At the frontier the Kaiser was receivea by the Dutch Detachment
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Commandant, Major Van Dyl.l He looks atter our privacy also
after the arrival of our trae in tor the hate-filled eyes of
Belgian deserters who are iounging about a tactory close by
glare at us. in the course of the morning the German Consul from
Masstricht, Baron Grote, who had been a t the tront as Reserve
9fiicer in the Second Guard Regiment, presents himself to the
Buperor as @o several Dutech otficers and oriicials.

Major Van Dyl at the command of his Government is obliged
to receive from us our word of honor that we will not leave the
Duteh territory without permission. He tactfully discharges this
painful auty. The Kgiser gives the woré& of honor IOr all of us
with a grasp of the hand. Ve are obliged to give up our tire arms
but onriltornl the Queen lets us retaine ‘

At about qnsrttr.lqtqrc twelve in the evening there arrive
by motorfrom §aastricht, the German Anbassador, Dr. Hosen with
the Seeretary of Logation; Dr. Koester, the Goyernor of the Duteh
province of Limburg, Baren Van Hoevel as well as Two mombor,;o: the
Dutch Government, all ot whom I have %o present ipdiviaually to %ll
. Ha;olty. ‘We now learam that the Queen has put at the aisposal of
the Kaiser the S¢hloss Amerongen belonging to Count Boitlnok.
Qur departure is sev gor v:i6 the next morning. Our train starts
punctually on the 1lth of November. Qég_nournoy was by way of
Maastricht, Roermond, Venlo, Nymwegen and Arnheim to liaaren, the
reilway station of Amor;ngon. 1t was to be a more gepressing and
disheartening Jjourney than could be imagined. At all the large
and small stations, Jyes, 1 nlgﬁt say along almost the whole route,
stood thousanas and yet thousands ot people. With groans, whistles,

cat calls and stamping with the ery "down with Willian" was our
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