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Chicago, May 18, 1915

Dear Mr. Rggert:- |

' fﬁur favor of the 17%th inst. is
received. sa’ions as you take the view that a
nerchant vessel is a “traunsport” because it hae
contraband of war as a part or‘1£| carge it 1s idle
for us to ¢f:;aan~thin matter. Furthermere, the
Collecter of the Port of New York certified that no
rart of the carge in guestion consisted of high
explosives. -1 note by the tome of your coneluding
paragraph that you are German, which is a further reason
for not continuing the discussion. 1 had supposed that
you were an American clitizenm.

Y.r;itrtly yours,
!

ﬁ.P.J. - Lo

Mr. 0. A. Eggers,
1937 Lineoln Ave., Chicago.
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7/‘:‘ i W Er. wt*‘
o Yours of the 15th imst. lis at hand.

2 j(’; £
/1 aid net suppese that the German Government took any 5

4

o Calla. 12
/  hand in the conthaband of war during any of these wars

g
Yoy

in guestion. 1t is individuals who have a right te
deal in the matter. :

2. I dom't adnit that the destruetiom of & vessel
carrying war material or any other material is legal
unless the passongers and crew are glven oprortunity %o
encape.

uiy I add with regard to dealing in gontraband or war Q
it :hanlé'ﬁpt be forgotten that tha Tnited States is not at ‘
sar uith Great Britain? That being the eass, Great
sritsin has every right to trade with the United States,
although it is at war with another country ae it would have
in time of peace. If the Tnited States should interfere

s

sith that trade by laying an embargo on any pertienm of it dadr



o S Ll
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- Jen

the United States wmould bde gulilty of a hostile act

against Great 3ritain. ¥o doubt sueh & poliey weunld

benefit Germany, and 1 daresay the German Government would
1ike to have the United States enter on a poliey of hestility
against Great Britain in German interests. !hat.ihotovcr.
can hardly be expected. I tklit 1t is not worth while to
di;c‘li the possibility of saving innceent people in the
sase of the attack on the "Lusitanla”. The circumstances
are to00 well known.

1 am glad %o receive a courteous letter from a German
synpathizer with his signature atiached %to it. Kost of
the communications I have received om this subject have
come in an anonymous form.

Very truly yours,

K.P.J. - Ls

Nr. G, A. Rggers,
1937 Lineceln Ave., Chicage.
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': The unse, therefore, of these undersea craft for the

itti&s suahk artisles, that doesa't prevent She rxghtfnl-

iglt &f the tyaffis. iIn fact, Gormany has uniforaly

7”““ shep she hes been » neutral deslt sud deall

k&mh-xy in eontyadand “ N1 dagd. ey 12, 1ofe vinking

’cf;:ha »Lusitania” was a viclation of latersational law,

o vielation of common ethies, and In ny epinlien was slmply

Tour favor of ¥He TOUN fHs¥)'1s received.
I understand fully your nuuﬂoh. Permit me %o
Pofut odt, however, that a rule of imternational law

requires the assent of practically all civilized mations.

dostruction of merchant vessels is something ghich cannot
te made a rule of intermationsl law by Germany alone.
Private vessels may be stopped and seized by telligerent
war vessels of sny type. If 1% 1s impracticable to take
M in for condemnation they may b8 destroyed. 411 that

@n n*rmﬂntncr te destroy the passengers and
eren. 1780 THPAY 1Y trafP1 4% contraband is conserned,

3t is 1%t soems to me idle to protest agalnst an established
prahﬂph of lav and oustom. Neutral individuals have a
perfest right to deal with belligerents in Mtnma
articles, and if oms of these belligeremts is unable %te
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ta n such articles, that dossn't prevent the rightful-

of the traffie. In fact, Germeny has uniforsly

',’mwmm;mm dealt and dealt

[y Su sswtostant wSTh elitesents: S50 SEaRing

i of the "Lusitania” was a violation of international law,
& viclation of common ethiocs, and in my opinion was simply

o a orime.
Very truly yours,
"O’Q:n - ‘.
5 lir. C. 4. Bggoert, '
A 1937 Lineoln Ave., Chicage.
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ghicago, Tebdbruary 4, 1916

fThe Honorable the Seeretary of 8t%ase,
'.’hiﬁm‘, De €
pear Xr. Secrelary:-
¥ay I as an Americsn citizen and

as Professor of International Law in this fnstitution

express the earnest hope that the Govermment of the E
i

United States will under ne circunstances
that the sinking of the *Imsitania” was

admit, direectly

or impliedly,

anything but an illegal act®
Very truly yours,
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