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REFORT OF THE TEACHING OF EKRGTLISH
IN SOME AMERICAN COLLEGES,

ke

I bave visited the Johns Hopkins University,
the University of Pennsylvania, Bryn Mawr College,
Columbia.College, the University of the City of New
York, Yale, Amherst, Columbia College and Harvaerd
University. .I'fiind that great changes in theory and
rractice have taken place:in the:last ten years. These
changes consist chiefly in: :

1, The expanded study of the English language. It "has
been put .into its . connection with Indo-Zuropean
Philology, and‘especially:in its conpection wmith
the cOmparativé study of the Teutenic -languages.

The study of 0ld English has been made especiélly
prominent, angd much attention:is. being devoted to
the:transiticn: stages. of English down to the
Fourteenth Century.

2. In the abandonment, on one side, of the mere text
book history of English Literature, and the substi-
‘tuticn, of the Literature :itself; . on the othen, the
expansion of the 0ld, purely aesthetic view of '
Literature by the histbrical and comrarative method
of werk., :

In a1l our good schools the English language :is now

covered :ip :its entirety, and the‘é;§g¥§ment of English

Literature, with preseribed and elective ccourses, is

otfered to students. '

I £ipd in the next place that in all the
Colleges except Yale, the entrance reguirements are thcese
cof the New England Commissicn. of Coblleges; but I find
that this standard:is mnet bighly respectdd and :is freely
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modified by the :ipdividual :institutions. This lack of

respect arises from the following causes:

8, Too'manyrbooks are reguired to be read.

b. There :is no uniformity on the part of preparatory
schools .in _what :is to be obtained by this reading,
owing to the fact that the colleges .in their
gquestiions have no single .idea.

¢. A frequently expressed feeling that ncthing can be
done 'in literature .in the :lcwer schéols until our
educational system has been worked over. and unified.

On these accounts the teachers :in general expect: very

little from this entrance reguirement, and the Literature

simply furnishes -a short:story or descnipticn feor a piece
of writing. This standard.-of admission needs.to.be  per-
feeted by a uniform:.idea of teaching:.in:the léwer schools,
or by the publicatiion of each.individual college of what-
it wants the student to get from:it. In this matter the

University.of Salifornia . stands ahead.of all instjtuticns

owing to the work.of De. Cook while- Professor.there, and

the publicatidons he.sent cut,.and the.teaching. he per-
senally did among the.lower schools.
I f£ind .in the npext:  place that the wark of

English Language and Literature :is divided::in the

Ceolleges apd-:in.our (institutions into: (1) preserikbed

upder-graduate work,;. (2) elective under-graduate work,

(3) graduate :instruction.

5

(From this on I confine myself to the teaching.of
English Litefature, and neglect that of the language.)

In something more than half.cf our. schools .
English. Literature .is prescribed for all under-graduates.
In the.-other half .it :is elective, generally after the
Soephomore year.

(1) 4s to the prescribed work there-.is great

variety ¢f cpinicn and. reguirements. In general, :it

may be said that the students are asked:to get 2 gemneral

ontdine. of English bhiterature in its history, but:this
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history.obtained from the writings themselves. Tien
some onée author or period :is selected for special work.

The method of taking this general course and these

ag

special authors varies so much that no unifcorm statement
car be made of them.
() As to the elective work, everything depends

sh1is. ' Where 1t .is

fos

upcn how:large the faculty:in Engl
srall very.iitt]e.is done, though generally scne effort
is made to give. students:whé choose English as a
specialty 2 more:intinmate knowledge of some auther or
movement. -Where:the faculty.is large, as at Harvard-end.
Yale, many courses are offered, the exact character
.depending upon the temper and.line o; specialty of. the
.instructor. As to the:instruction:itself, I fiind that
it varies between three dirferent.ideagt
a., The historic .nd:se¢ientifijc:idea of literature as
understood by the Germans.
b.. Pure Belle Lettres, as 4=’ the practice among. our
£ 448 Amperican schools.
c. . In'close-connection. wmith the language either as
Phileclogy.or as Rhetoric.

(3) As to the graduzte .instruckion, it may be.safely
said that not much.real advance. has already been made,
though mueh .is just ready to be made. I'shoulé say that
the Johns Hopkins alone have already accomplished much
very genuine.graduzte instruction. owing. perhaps:.to:the
presence .in that :institution.of so many advanced students.
It seemed to me, as .I went about, that the: teachers féund
it ‘hard to make graduate .instruction:ir-literature:easy,
on account.of the fact that literature:.is not so easy a
matter of discipline as. language, Advanced: investigation

sin-literature requires so nearly a special talent: that
teachers cannot depend upon getting :it as a result. of
‘long discipline. The problems. to be soived ir Literature

differ radically from those.to be solved:.in language, and
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the problems :in language seem so much better suited to
doctorate dissertation that the tendency among all the
-schools:is to: encourage the advanced students to. teke
up Philological and semi-Philclogical problems. [ am
sure-that: the instituticn whiech first.offers. a. full
course- of .instructicon . :in Philology, BRhetoric and
Literature will stand at.-the head of this teaching ip
the United States. There:is at:presentinone:in whieh
these three phases of the: subject are fukly crganized
and téughtvwith equal enthusiasm..
An English Department-today must be. organized
as ‘follows:
ENGLISH DEPARTMERNT.
FERRAR ¢ IR

1. English. Philology, :including

a. Some. compareative. Philology.cf the Indo-European,

languages.

b.: Teutonic: Philology.

¢. 0ld:-English,

d. Middle English.
I1. Rhetoric and constant practice :in'the writing of

English.
I11. English Literature, :including

-

a. The historical dxépartment . of English Literature.

b. Some knowledge of the:principles.of comlarative.
yliterature, and the:influence.of other
literatures upcn English.

e, A:large course.of electives 1in special authors,

movements and phases. of work.

The: practice. of the: Department. of English ought
not.to beibhiased towards any one:o0f these, though 1 feel
that it would.be found that practical graduate instruction
will be easiest conducted at present.towards the lirne. of

English.Philelogy, though:it:is just now open for the
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teachers of Literature to make:their department:a
genuine graduate discifline.

Thesé»three phases are.candidates for the
iinterest 1in: Ehglish and it must be confessed that the
teachers of the:subjeect are very free :in their advocacy
and 1in-their denunciation one of another. It :is found: that
the study of Rhetoric :is much discredited améng the newer
.ins$ructors, the feéling that Rhetoric as taught ten
years ago was a failurej. but: I am- sure:that.-the prachtice
¢f Amberst and Harvard with their new.:ideas:iin Rhetoric
should demonstrate the unreasponableness of this opposi-~
tion. There:is also strong protest heard against.the

bias for. Fhileolcgical teaching, especially outside of

g
-the department of English itself, and for the next few
years there will undoubtedly be a2 great growth .in the
:study of.literature purely as an art. But the greatest
.institution will be the one that recognizes all three

and.gives eachiits fullest development:
There are:enclosed three-tables:: (1) showing
.the:conditions. of entrance among: -the:schools at:present,
(2) shéwing the prescribed studies for the Bachelor
degree, (3) giving ,examples of the courses elective to
under-graduates, (4) a partial: showing of what :is attempted

for the present year 'in graduate:study.
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My Dear Dr. Harper&r

\)
¥

the student, Mr. Pooley, is again in trouble with Mr. Herrick. It

I am sorry that I have to write you that

is a matter now, I think, which should go before the adminis-
trative board, but, since that does not meet again this term and
this mat ter should have immediate attention, Mr. Judson advised
me to refer to you. I thlnk that Mr. Pooley will call to see you
PAGOVa <2
and state his own case; but I put it as it strikes Mr. Judsonk
l. Mr. Pooley feels that all the quarter, and none the less
s ince the disturbance we had’dbout it, Mr. Herrick has persecuted
hims That he hes unfairly criticised his exercises; that he has
held him vp to scorn in class, and, in general, has shown him a
spiteful spirit in cgﬁ@ﬁ?‘?mw\p1s work.,

You know tnav Mr. Herrlck claims that Pooley is an exceeding-
ly poo? student, éhdwdQBthot adequately try to do his exercises,
and is very semsitive and rebelliovs. The truth is probably in an
intermediate grounde I believe that the fellow does feel that he
has been trying to do his work faithfully., You can see that he is
an vntrained man and perhaps one who will never take on adequate
polish, He is also exceedinszly sensitive, inclined to see perse-
cution where there is none, and to interpret small Bits of criti=-

cism as somethins personal to himself,

2. He confesses to me that last week, in order to test for him-
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(2)
self whether Mr. Herrick was treatins his papers unfairly, he con-
cocted a trick. He got a friend of his, whose name he did not
wish to mention, to write a theme with him, or perhaps mostly for
him, The two had been reading a 1ife of Wendell Phillips and the
theme showed evidences of an ability to write much superior to
Pooley's and probably eithegéuotations or very considerable reflec-
tions of this book thev were recading., Pooley states that they
wrote the theme together, but also confesses that the friend had
more of a hand in it than he had.
3 He sent the theme in, where, of course, it was at once dis-
covered. Herrick made it a basis for a lons talk to the class
on the subject of plagarizing, and, I have an idea, handled the
matter*without gloves," He‘came down at once and told me and Mr.
Judson that he was sure that Pooley had eribbed the theme and
wanted to know what he should do about ite. We put our heads to-
gether and advised him to have a talk with Pooley,to get a con-
fessdon from him if it were true,and tovsee how he felt about it.
I felt myself that if it had been one of my students, I should
have done everything possible to solve the matter as between me
and the student and the class, This Mr. Herrick agreed to do.
4, Herrick called Poolev up the next day and had a talk with him,
kven the latter quotes him as saying that he was sorry the occur-
ence hac taken place; that he had been trying to help him through
the course, Put Pooley hag:;éddened the day before by the in-
structor's denunciation of e¢ribbine and was recalcitrant and even

impudent, He said to Herrick that it wes none of the latter's
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bus iness where he got the theme and refused point blank to confess
to any wrong=-doing.
5. The next day, Herrick asked him to leave the class,

Mr. Judson and I have talked the matter over carefully and
we both feel that Pooley was even more than wrong in this trick
he tried to play and in the impudence he showed to his instructor.
We also feel that the matter is complicated by the fact that Her-
rick has undoubtedly shown some spirit of bitterness toward the
student. You remember that the Board sent Pooley back to class in
order to vindicate the law that a stvdent could not leave a class
without the consent of the dean and the instructor. Herrick has
not hesitated to say several times that he did not want him in the
class., I cannot help feeliﬂ% that he has , from the beginnings,
made the fellow too much of a target for sharp criticism, though
it is true that Pooley's name was never éalled out in class, I
wish that we could have gmot hold of the matter early and by mutval
consent, transferred him to another class., It seems to me evi-
dently a case where the adviee of a third party is necessary in
order to =zet at the truth of matters. I shall think over the
matter over nisht and if you care to see me to-morrow, send me
word about it,

Regretting deeply that I am obliged to trouble you with such
a matter,

Believe me,

Sincerely yours,
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Detd to R
3 CHICAGO, a0, 16418964

My dear President Harper:i-
I enclose the sonnet by Miss Monroe which

you said you had not seens While 1t is not extraordinary it is
more than fair, Tt is in any case a document which should go into
the archives of the University and Miss Monroe should be honored
for it. May I ask you to return it when you have read it3

I had an important lecture engagement on Saturday beflfore the
tEachers of Cook County at ten ocloek, I could not get them to
put it on any other day., Consequently I missed the meeting o T
the Junior college faculty which adopted the scheme of lectures
for divisionse I am sorry that the conmittee so modified ny scheme
as to leave out a distinet section reem wnat I had called lanners
and Morals, It seems to me an indication that our young men are
‘willing to talk about any formal and material thing but flee Trom
any teachings of the conduct of 1lif'e for young people,

In the second place I do not like some of the modifications
inserted by Mr; Vincent, I am one ofvthose who protest NWAIKKNAR
against the assumptions of the department of Sociology as.being
the one coordinating and universally solving section of the human
gtudies, This, perhaps, is a merely personal matter 4@#‘1 do not
like introducing inao the lectures of Division IITI, and IT, all

thes%ermsdof society, I prefer very much that the lcctures should

kbe entitled in the printing of the Suggestions simply as lectures

on Economics, as lectures on Law and Politics, as lectures on History,
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and espceially as lectures on Language and Aﬁt. Mr. Shorey should
objeet entirely to the wording of his topiec, It would be much
nearer the truth to speak of literature and art as products of the
individual 1ife. Again, I wish to suggest that you proceed slowly
in asking Mr, Angell to give lectures on the nental sciences,

I have a right to speak of this strongly because I am SO deeply
interested in the vo ng people of our institution, I have talked
enough with Mr, Angell to believe that while he is a very bright
young man he is somewhat cynical and gzgi;flippant. I do not believe
he has lived and st@idied enough vet to bet%flarge,sane man that
shpuld talk to the students about psychology and ethies, Of course
it will be very difficult to get a man to do that but nothing is
more important in the whole scheme,

Finally, I do not need ten lectures for Division I, I feel
gure that five or at the most six is all that can be used with
profit, I speak my mind out thus frankly to you. I think we should
all express our minds pretty frankly when there ia dange® of the
students not receiving the best the institution has to afford.

Yours truly,

R II

Wb Londnth,
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The Wniversity of Chicago %@ W
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER

CHICAGO Apradl 28 1898.

£330

My dear President Harper:—-
¥ have read carefMlly this letter of

Mr. Bray with the contents oi which you may know I had long been
familiar. For three years I listened to Mr. Bray's defence of
himselfl, his aspersions of our faculty, and of the whole world

that is set to train and disciplire and make accurate the yvoung mind.
At the same time I was hardly prevared for the literally horrible
misrepres,ntﬁtions‘nf this statement to vou., I find mvself so dazed
and so indignant that an answer doesn't easily come. I content
myself vherefore by saying quietly and broadly my final statements
concerning Mr. Bray.,and by pointing out a few misstatements so with-
out excuse as to rendeér Mr., Bray entirely unworthy of &t least my
patience any longer. As to ' the latter:
1) His statement that Miss Bowen was given her examination at se-
parate times and as she chose.to take it is . absolutely false. We
have always followéd the practice of giving the student a written

examination allowing them to take the papers to their private
rooms or into the ¥nglish rooms as they pleased. Mr., Bray was per—
mitted to do the same thing. We did permit Miss owen to take her
primary andd her secondary examination at different times. This was
then regarded as nothing exceptional though I nmyself have bezome
convineced that‘such a splitting of examination is a mistake. The in-
plication that Mr. Bray draws that he was treated in a manner dif-
Aferent fr&m the others is a deliberate misstatement and an insult.
2) The statement that in the examination catch questions were given
and in the oral examinations this question of the phrase occupiede
between & third and a fourth of the examination is an unmitigated

prevarication. I set these questions myself and I sholuld estimate
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tnhat not five minutes of the tnrfee hours of examination was occlu-—
pied with the point orally.  Moreover what he seems to call an un-

&

knowvn and minor point id to-day discussed in every text-book of
Rhetorie,and elaborately discussed in introductions to criticism.
The doctrine of Flaubert, which Mr. Bray didn't know aqd here feels
unwilling to learn is discussed at length in what I should call the .
second besf—known of all modern English criticims, Pater's "Appre-
ciations", used daily by siudenfs'of English. If you have read

at all closely,what Mr. Bray says ha could not find,on page 4, on
9

page b he says he doesn't believe in.

3) On page 2 of this letter he says that he became "deeply interested
in the subject of literary criticimi Soon I drifted into & study
of the changes of meaning that have taken place in the chief crit-
ical terms thdt occur throughout the history of eriticism", This
would give you the impression that this topic grew up originally
out of his own studies. This is'yerfeotly mons trous. It was in
my advanced class in the History of Inglicsh Literary Criticism that
Mr. Bray got his whole“start; his point of view, his interest, and
his subject. I brought this theme hore with me in 1892 Tfrom my
study in England. I had used it before classes many times. Mr.
Bray took it directly from my own lips. In order to show you jus
how trust-worthy he is let me quote from the dbroof of the Preface
to his book which now lies in front o’ me:

"The present investigation greﬁ out of class work in criticism
in the University of Chicago. It was found that the study of

Criticism was vague and uncertain as long as the terms were left

=4

7

undefined, about whiech as pivotal points the critisal’ discussions
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usually turn, Professor Wiilian D. MacClintock suggested the pre-
gsent undertaking and has aided very materially in its prosecution".
If you will ask you will find that Mr. Carpenter, Miss Reynolds,
and Mr. Lewis knew about my hobby on this subjiect and regdrded it
as a misfortune when I allowed Mr. Bray to take hold of.it Tor de-
velopment.

4) At the bottom of page 5 of nhi: letter he says that this book ia-
"almost ready for publication at Harvard University". This last
statement 1s a good illustratioﬁ of Mr,. Bray's dishonesty and shift-
lessness in statement., The fact is that the book is being bhrought
out at Mr. Bray's expense by Silver, Bourdeite & Co., and is being

.printed merely at the University Press, John Wilson & 8on, Cambridge,

"Mass. Because this is called the University Press Mr. Bray is giv-
ing the impression that the work is brought out in some connection
with Harvard University. I cannot imagine anything that would give
"Harvard University" such a shivver as to become in any way respons-—
ible Tor our poor Ffriend.

; Now &8s to the matter in general let me sum it up by saying:
1) T believed all along and believe vet that Mr. Bray had many
abilities and in some wavs I Tfound him almost brilliant. But he
was positivel: incapable of being trained or disciplined, by which
I mean he would not learn what bthers knew, he would not take any-
body else's point of view, or suggestions. IHe was naturally one
of the most conceited men I ever net. He had no sense of lini-
tations, of faults, and he regarded himselfifrom the time he entered
theés institution as entirely equal to any other man he met unless
perhaps Mr. Dewey be excepted. In the nexlt blace he had one of

those hopelessly un-ultivated temperaments which resist personal
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and social manners and customs. « He had no capacity for it and he
resented it as mere Tormality. Thé consequence is that hei%d—day n
ssentially uncultivated country boy. Ile speaks bad nglish and
he writes morse. His letter to vou is full of grammatical and
rhetorical poor Inglish. I firmly believe that ir he had only had
the ordinary student'!s willingness to submit himself to the train-

ing o others, if he could have 8ver taken the point ol view of

learning instead of originating and what he called "creating" we

™

could have made a success ifi our'attempt to - trmain wim,

2) He was especially diffi-ult to handle because from nis en-
trance here he attributed ignorance and had motives to near¥y all
of us. It might seem from his letter that he had formed thes
Judgments of us at his rinal examination but he had them early in
the course. All this childish quibhling at Mr. Shorey and the
class in Aneient Criticism he attributed to bad morairmotives on
the part of his instructor and his fellow students. I heard it at.
the time a nd many times. have gontended with him as to his mistakes.
These are the characteristics of a mind eSAentialiy poor 4in. its
experience. He attributed to all of us mere personal dislike and
spite as the reason why he was not put rorward and graduated. I
tried to show him many times that this dislike of ours was founded
on disapproval of his work, but he never saw it.

3) This book which ne says was not worked over and exanined
was carefully, painfully, thought over by me. I don't believe noy
that it is a great book because it was not greatly worked out; but
as far as the plan and idea of the work is concerned it was care-
fully considered by me nd I cormunicated my Jjudgements of it many

times to the other members of the faculty.
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4) The examination was pianned and conducted with the greatest
care and openness. It 1is true that from the beginning the najority
of’ our English faculty didn't believe Mr. Bray could Pass the exam-
dination. Tovthis extent they might be called prejudiced sgainst
him, But as far as the chance for him to diéprove thedr convietion
and to win in an open display went, there can be not the slightest
doubt. What he Tailed oniin the examination was exactly what he
had failed on in everything else - accuracy, a wide substantial
knowledge, steadiness, and literary culture.

Yours truly,
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dear Mr, President:—-
In the matter of the new dean, a word.

As I read over our faculty the following occur to me as at—
tractive from my general knowledge of them,-—

Abbott
Hendrickson
‘Miller, A.C.
Sparks
Vincent,
Breasted
Lovett

Kern

Damnon,

-0f these you will know at once reasons why a majority of them
are unavailable,

I should by all means choose Vincent first. And I wish he
were not so engaged in'Chautauqua work that he could not be employed
He is especially fruitful in all mattérs of plans, devices, schemes,
for édministration, and he would be charming in consultation.

I wish Abbott had the strength for the work., You alresdy know
his quality, however, and I doubt not would appoint him if there
were not good reasons already in your hands. The rest of my pre-
ference is, first, for Breasted. I cannot be said to know the man
well; but the contact I have had with him makes him appear to me
excellent material for a dean, He seems to me attractive personally

and would be good in consultation. I have thought he was especially
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orderly and effective in the work he has to do. And, finally, he
can speak in publie, This last I consider important if not -essen-—
tial in a dean.

I myself should choose Damon even before Lovett. I think you
have a higher opinion of Lovett's work than perhaps L have,.
agree with you at one point, however, that his ideals of character
and behaviour are very high., We certainly need a dean who has the
conception that his office is not merely that of a desk administra-
tor. But I have always found Mr. Lovett somewhat unclear and a bit
"messy". I should summarize it in saying that he was not very ef-
fective, He is especially timid and without force in quick consul-
tation, I should say that a Dean should be master of himself and
able to speak and act quickly, though always with dignity and con-
sideration, Furthermore, Mr. Lovett makes a poor impression as a
public speaker. Indeed I should say he shrinks from it at all times

These notes I fear are not very helpful but they are well con-
sidered. I hope they may help to participate vour own wider and
better judgement.

Sincerely yours,

WA s @l Tk '

\
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o Dear Mr Mellintook:

iy

ntock. The qugs on o¥ sonsolidation of the Blaine

Wit Pnivorsity. of. Chigsgo, 19 &1, Lha point &
tieowsma. Ono olortent: has '¢one up which ’I, ‘had not oxpeet ed, :
Hanolyy d»*afrmm apprahension on 4he. part of Solonsl Parke -
EHHE f?iéi%m will be many men &t the 'miversity in high po-

sit ;én who will be disposed o eriticeisa tao. QQWQ}} dntl 3,

“End bo antidedy vedd of sympathy in;the matter. Mo has in
"Amd‘m#\ur ‘o men whoat muses I .meed not mention, .

1 anm weiting tor&sk youw L0 proepare &t onea and

I.‘

qmul to mo if vou are able to do 80 a letter addressed %o

nﬂm in whiah 1 should like to havdiydu maks the strongsst

fpoaaih?la sm;mane you sare to make of yowr interast in the
/i;wv'a;vqaed uxﬂou, of vonr dolief in the wisdom of 1t and yowr j
';-wiumgnosa to render essistance in such ways as it may be

i poasible ﬁw vou to 4o 80.

1‘. am anxious to convines My Parker that thare 18

rd
/

qa atmng smpat,hy hera ®r the line of work in which he is
»omaﬁqd aﬁd. which after &1l is eme*g the work we have

/,ebﬂen fwingq to do in the elementary school under Mr Dewer's

snmrvzsion. 17 yov will write this latter and send 1t to

. my, hqmse *h?.s evening or to theo office tomorrow morning be-

e e
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Hr Mellintoek.

fore half past nine, I shall rogavd it as & great favor and
I balievﬁ it will have mmeh Inflvence in settling whet secams
to me to be & most important question in th s intarests of true

edues tion.

Hoping that yon will make the stat ement «s strong

as yvou fael ineclined to do and that I &m not sxsking & ser-

vice of you whieh you would net wish to render, I remain,

Very truly yours,

sg;R.fﬁ“PeE

) VS
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June 2, 1908

¥

Hr. ¥acUlinbtosk:e
Sk [ am not at all sure that this is going te

reash you bofore yeu eail. Your faver of the 10th came duly

to hand and was read with nuch Intersst. T am glad fo knovw thad
the expedition #as successful and hops that yeu will be mble te
supplement it by = very prosperous visit to other places. Yom
will have learned by thic time that the Chicage appointes o the
Japancse Bxpeditien ie Mr. Skiff of the Field Wuseum. Everything
here is doing well. I have ne doubt yeur brother has slready in-
formed you that he took the exumination for the comsular service
in Vashington and passed at the head of the list, whioh gratified
us all very much. We see Urs., VseClinitoek ocoasionally and she
and the family seem to be entirely well. There is nothing mew in
the University of which you have net slready been informed. We
dre hoping for a plemsant Convecation. Professor ¢. H. Palmer
gives the address. The dells im homer of Mrs. Palmer are to be
dedicated. ¥ith sincere regards and best wishes, I am,

Very truly yours,

¢ American Comsul, Yokohana, lquZ (’;,

H. P. Judson
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