MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL
MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

PRESIDENT'S ROOM £2nd, February p 1911,

Desr Dr. Mathews;- -

|
=
<

You will be interested te know that at the meeting
of our Beoerd of Trustees, Webruary 13th. last, ﬁ Committee wes appointed
to consider the practicebility ond desirebility of removing the School
to the city of Chicago. This plan of course, involves in our minds
co-operation with the University elong lines which I have considered
with you and President Judson. The Committee appointed consists of Mr-.

Imarant,
Hull, Mr. Edgar Huidekopei, Dean Fenn, Secretary Wilson of the Americen
Unitarian Association and myself., The Committee met in Boston, Saturday,
and decided to bring the matter before the Alumni at their meeting on
Mey 26th. next. 1In order that the Alumni may be informed of what is con-
-templated, it was thought best to send out to them a statement of what
was proposed, including in a broad and general way the co-operation of
the University of Chicago. It was decided however, that we should keep
the matter out of the denominationel pepers for the present,

I should like to know whether you see any objection
to sending this kind of statement to the Alummi. It is of course, not
our intention to commit the University of Ckhicego further than they are
already committed by the statement of the plan of co-operation which is
now operating between the University and the Disciples Theologiecal School.

Since the annual meeting of our Board at which
the Committee is to report is to be held May 31st., it is perhaps desir-
-able that there should be some preliminary negotiations with the Uni-
-versity before the Alumni have met, and before that time it is likely
to be be necessary to print something in ggk denominational papers;

otherwise there will be no proper way of getting the matter before the

persons interested, I should be plad to be advised by you however, as tc
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Dean S.M. =-Pé&

to whether you can see any possible objection to such publication-®

You will readily understend tha£ the bare suggestion of
ramoval bas aroused strenuous opposition at this end of the line.
I can only say that the Faeulty and I think nearly all the non-resi-
-dent members of the Board are likely ito be strongly in faver ol the
removal, and under these conditions it looks as if there ought to be
some way of accomplishing it. I shall doubtlass, have to call upon
you for adviece more than once, and for any assistance you can.render
in the premises, I shall be truly grateful. It occurs to me that
you might be able and willing to give me now a brief statement which
I might quote, if necessery, at the proper time, as to your own
opinion concerning the desirability of ecoeperating with the University.
It is understood, of course, that such an opinion will embody youyvy
own experience in cooperation as a Divinity School with the University
of Chicago, and in removing from another location in order tg{secure
University adventages.

Perhaps this letter ought properiy to have heen written

to President Judson, but I rezlized that he wes to be absent from
the eity during the month of February, and I have therefore intruded

upon your time again,

Sincerely yours,

3.8 %mm:d:

Dean Shailer Mathews,

Chicago University, Chicago,Ill.
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MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL [éé
/]

MEADVILLE, PEMNSYLVANIA
&

PRESIDENT'S ROOM

March 92,1911,
My dear Sirt:-

While in Chicago a few weeks ago, during your absence,
I discussed further with Dean Matthews the question of the possible
affiliation of our School with the University of Chicago, and I was
glad to learn from Dr,.Matthews that such an affiliation would be per-
sonally agreeable to the members of the Divinity Faculty. Taking it
for granted that you were still out of the city, 1 wrote to Dr.Matthews
a couple of weeks ago, about the desirability,from our point of view,
of ajgerﬁﬁicsqﬁxtﬁfziggnions ofag?iMf32:2§ conzww ing the proposed
removal,/%At a recent meeting of our Board a committee of five was
eppointed,two of whom are Mr.Morton D,Hull of Chicago, end myself, to
consider the desirability and practicebility of romovalsand at a recent
meeting of the committee in Boston it was decided to take steps to
consult the Alumni in the premises. The Alumni are to meet in Boston
May1l5th, Meanwhile it seems desirsble to send to them a statement of
the nature of the move that is contemplated, and I am proposing to
1nclud:~ ch & statement a2 general reference to the kind of coopera-
tion that could be expected from the University. What I am proposing
to say is virtually included in these two or three sentencesi- "Under
an arrangement such as has been suggested, the School would retain
its independence, but its Professors would become members of the Unive
ersity of Chicago. Their courses would be open to all students of
the University and the Divinity School, who desire to take them. In
return the University would offer its full privileges to Meadville

students and would,if desired, in case their attainments conformed
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Pres,H,P,J,, LL.,D, - 2 =

to its standard, confer upon them its degrees. The relationship
would be closely similar to that which has been entered into by-f*i
Andover by Harverd University.,"

WVhat is now contemplated is to include some material
with regard to the proposed removal in the forth-coming Quarterly Bul=-
letin of our School. It goes out to the Alumni and to about four
hundred other ministers, and is sent to the Theological Schools of
the country, The committee is not roposing anx_further publicity

as Lo o

at present, and I hasten to consult yOuAggﬁgfigﬁyiﬁﬁt I may not in

any way compromise you by publishing this much., You understand, of
course, that the matter is only at present in its preliminary steges.
I look for a favorsble verdict on the part of the Alumni, and in gen-
eral on the part of the churches, by which the School has bsen sup-
ﬁorted. It is to be expected, however, that there will be vigorous
local opposition and it remains to be seen whether that cen be over-
come.. It will be obviously necessary for me to teke up more explicit-
ly with you the terms of the proposed effiliation before any definite
steps can be taken.

I received your letter stating that it would be im=-
possible for you to accept our invitation to give the Commencement
Address June 1st. I am sorry that this is so, but I avail myself
now of your permission to scel your cooperation in securing some other
member of the Universiity of Chicago Feculty. The name of Dean Matthews
has occured to me as one whom we should probably like to hear and also
thet of Professor Henderson who has visited the School before. The
date of the Ballou lecture on the day before Commencement is coin-

cident with that of the annuel meeting of the Board of Trustees. It

is conceiveble that questions may erise in the minds of some members
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PTGS.H.L.P.,LL.D. - 3 -

of the Board concerning the proposed removal to Chicago which will
be under consideration a2t that time, on which we might receive light
from & representative of the University who had some authority to
speak, and in a way to represent you. Since either gentlemen whose
name I have mentioned would be acceptable to us, I am wondering if
Dr.Matthews as Dean of the Divinity School would be able to speak
with greater authority in the premises.

If you will kindly advise me on both of these points,
I shall be very grateful.

Sincerely yours

- RV veryr

President Harry Pratt Judson, LL.D.
| University of Chicago,
chicago( Illinois




'.S*r‘va‘ oy ik ‘

: x‘ Vel - Ps”,‘ -G.JJ..‘LJ.H.RQTQ
3 iy
ftw o briw aabotm o [evomotr bozoqorq edd Meonoo braof edd %o
$datf ovieoex Idutm ew dolrw mo  emts ard 3s ndk:.1ebrunoo wobmy od\
0f Y#trodsus omes bar ow y#tavevimh orl? %o dv::n:noaaqqoq s mort

acorfw nomum torilte eonmi2 ,woy treserqet of new. s nx bm Jlneqe

Tt grtrsabnrow m L .8p of slfdalqoons od btnm ,‘."IMOQ wm I sman
0 rhpﬂ ll awert3 38, %d

'm mu-xa o3 tw

¥soqe ol efﬁg od HBfpow foordo2 yiinlvid erd

¥y
Ay

\} «Bo2imorq el nil &
(adntoq emerd 10 ritod mo om eatvba yrbali Lfiw je 28 "
Yosaty viev od ffada T

e1woy yloteonta
B e ] g
i : 0.0 (nosbul 338717 yriaH fnebleerd
} ) «03801M0 %0 yitavovinl
i N 4

RN x50 T T e v,

h::p.-p. A



A
b

March 23, 1911 J

¥y dear President Southworth:-
Your favor of the 9th of March was l

duly received. I have held it in order to consult with some of the

friends on the matter. I am not ’npnd_mut’ha to give any

details, but should be glad to meet your committee or any mewbers

of it to talk the matter over. As you know, the ‘gwonl plan

suggested in our previous conversation meets my entire approval, and

1 have no doubt that we could easily reach a basis. On the suggestion

that you make I would only vemture the following comments:

1. You say "the professors would become members of the Uni-

versity of Chieago”. Of course that would assume this form: they
would become menbers of the general faculty of the University on
approval of the Board of Trustees of the University.

2. Your suggestion as to the reciproeal opening of courses of
instruct ion would seem to me entirely satisfactory.

I think it would be better if, as I said above, we could have a
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little conference personally on these mutters before any definite
action is taken. I think that on the whole the wisdom of the move
will commend itself to your alumni and friends. Of course there
naturally would bs loecal opposition.

If I can arrange to have Dean Mathews give your Commencement
address I shall be glad to do so. Professor Hemdoreon will be
abroad.

¥ith sincere regards and best wishes, I am,

Very truly yours,

President ¥. C. Southwerth,
Yeadville Theologieal Sehoel,
Headville, Pennsylvania.
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March 28,1911,
My dear President Judson:-

Your favor of March 23d was duly received and
in accordence with your suggestion I have slightly modified the.
printed statement which is to be sent out to the Alumni. Of course
I could not pgo into the matter in detail in this generai statement
in view especially of the fact that I had not gone into the matter
in detail with you., Obviously before the meeting of our Board it
will be necessary to consider various aspects of the question some-
what more fully, Doubtless I shall be in Chicago before that time
and in that case I will try to arrange to see you with one or two
other members of the committee.

Thank you for teking up with Eroresser Matthews
the question of a Qommencement address at our School., I have a let=-
ter from him signifying his willingness to give this address and am
writing him today in the premises,

Hoping for a favorable outcome of this pian which
I am convinced will mean for the furture of our School, I remain

Sincerely Yyours

President Harry Pratt Judson, LL.D. 8 @ %MCZ.WLE&,

University of Chicago,

Chicago, Illinois
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MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL
MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

PRESIDENT'S ROOM

March 24,1911,

MY dear Sir:-

I wrote Yyou a letter on Marph 9th of which the enclosed
is a copy. Not having heard from you in the premises, I thought my
communication might have miscarried, and hence I venture to address
you again, I find that on one or two other occasions at least re-
cently I have failed to receive ietters which were said to have been
addressed to me here. | |

Sincerely yours -

3.8 8 diordle
President Harry Pratt Judson, Bt ol

University of Chicago,

Chicago, Illinois .
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December 12, 1923,

My dear lr. Southworth:

1 am much interested to learm of
the decision of your Board of Trustees to
remove to Chicugo. Their decision commends
f;g;i;m;o me as a wise one, and I hope you
will find it so as years o On.

Th§ University certainly will be
glad to do what it can to make your work
here profitable.

Very truly‘yours.

R e TR
Mg gy

¥Mr., P, C, Southworth,

Werdville Theological School, ﬂ“g
ugzvIITe, Pon"'nsgj' T
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MEADVILLE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL
MEABVILLE PENNSYLVANIA

PRESIDENT'S ROOM Dec. 6 ’ 19 23 °

President E. D. Burton,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Il1l.

Dear Dr. Burton:

I take this my first opportunity
to notify you that our Board of Trustees at their
meeting last week voted by a large majority to
move the School tp Chicago, the removal to take
place in the Au;umn of 1924, or as soon there-
after as may be practicable. You of course
understand that to vote to remove the School is
not to remove it and that there are liable to be
legal tangles to straighten out before the re=-
moval is actually effected, indeed it is possi-
ble that insuperable difficulties may be found.
Competent legal advice, however, is to the effect
that thelremoval is possibie, even though it may be
delayed.

Thanking you again for the light you

have thrown on our problem and for your friendly

attitude, I remain,
Sincerely yours,

%.Q.%Mm /

|
|







THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

October 13, 1923,

F, C. Swm
MeadvilTe, Pa/
Can 2@&22{ see your Committee my office

ten thirty Tuesday? . Lonfereneeo—wi-tir

Ernest D. Burton.
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rpr;gglggqsﬁgtwvghg%ggst:!gygr,@ Bation." I emclose a

©80py 0f the rules of the library, from which you can

806 the procise situatiom. I call especial attention

80 Rule 22C and to Rule §0¢¢ ?pppp#t}ngptnp lgtter,yl

- May assure you thut the requirement of the fee would

~dn all cases be walveds

. &e lhe publig Lgﬁtutoq_o:nﬁhp,Unlfqggxgg,mwyéphaagg_
v mumerons and iieressingly important, would be open to

. your faculty and students, as to other oitizens of

Ghicago, and as in the ease 0f the library, juxtayosition

1w'9ﬂ¥‘*ﬂﬁ&ﬁ-thiwﬁfﬁtélﬁﬁﬁyGuquk aagﬁ;,;uag;g;pqﬁ,wiﬁ

Ge Your location iam the immediate vieinity of the

~University will waxe wcmbership ia the quadrangle Club

'practicable for the members of your faculty, and though

memibers of the University have precedence in eligibility,

- the .cnllzttttcn;p:o;idtqk»thqt,&@wg-! cent of the

-~ members of the CGlubd must always be from the memiers of
othe Universiiy, yet :on&dpntQ 9tL!h0 aelghborhood, when.
' elected, have the seme privileges in the Qlud pu?penbprﬂ
of the University Facultye . I am confident that those of o

'you who bhave spent a suamer 28 Chicago will agree with me

“%hat the opportunities of association with scholarly men




\..
"
H\s.
!
7 £
»M_
i
A
2 SHEr SO T g 4 % e




ok

got?

‘!\‘IJLTTOL :

0f the Quadrangle Club is one of the largest advantaues
of assoeiation with tha University.

& Btudents of the Meadville Divinity Sehool would bve
adnitted to the University on the sane terus as other
applicants. But agbin youi“iéaitlaa;!ﬁ"ﬁhé“lmﬁédiaco
vielnity of the UniverBity woula have RaRifsion b ¢he

University and ‘the uso' of Unlversity Pacilitics mach more

praoticable than if tho senodl whra ia caatne! eity or in
‘a distant ‘part’ ot ‘the ‘eitys

Bokeo 1 wowid
‘Students of the Meadvills Divinity Sehool desiring to
take a degree from the University would recelve ersdit
for work done in the leadville School on the same terms on

which eredit is ‘given to students coming %o us, a8 they
frequently do, from other institutions.

e A

@t will bae, of ouuriég”cfiéonf to jou from the preceding
statenent that what —tH

in wing is not forma
adddliation or a contrastual relation, Bt a friendly

relationship between the two institutions = espoeially
ﬁh. eaculty ot«th& QQVQﬁltJ

between
ohool of the University and the
P..uitf u! tho &'ud?&l%b Thoolouicul

Sehool, Sueh.an arram e-
ment: by which esch institutiom wouid maintain

29vVenwaesal
rCHLV @
a 3 € 4 ]

its own corporate
independence Amd 5;&Q‘gpgnq4qgn&asp of juxtaposition and

oAl



T & T
- i s T E




a% .8

and friendly relationship, scems to us, after our
experionce of thirty yoears, to be bvetter sdapted to
achieve the purposes originally im Fresident Har ,er's
mind when -he suggested a plan of affilliation, than
anythingAmoro formal aaq contraciunal in characteres

I an assuming that if your removal to Chicage
should take place, the present arrangement betvesn
the DPivinity School and the Meadville Sohopl would
antomatically terminate, the presupposition of is
being the losatiom of the Meadville Sohool in anothor
gitye

1 shouid bve glad to correspond with you farther
about this matter, or t0o discuss it with you and the
fcpresoutativou of your sehool im Chicaxo on the
fifteenth or the ii:toenth. a8 you may desire.

Very singerely yours,

President P, C. Southworth
Meadville Theological Seminary
leadvilie, Pennsylvania

EDB g HP -

P.Se Inasmuch as lire Lloyd George is te be in Chicago onm the
sixteenth and the seventeenth and as I am a member of the
Committee to receive him, it will perhaps be better to avoid
these two days for your visite.
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The Wniversity of Chicago - A

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Office of the President

o

October 6, 1923.

F. C. Southworth,
Meadville, Pa,

October 15th or 16th agreesable to us
for conference in Chicago. Letter will.
follow soon.,

ERNEST D. BURTON

\’:Q.‘, (:, }C A .
\







PRESIDENT'S OFFICE ~ £ o

Oct. 5, 1923,

Pregident Ermest D. Burton,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Dr. Burton:

I am sending you & copy of a letter
I addressed to you a week ago in case it may by some
mischance have failed to reach you. I take the pre-
caution of writing again, not in order to hurry you
regarding a matter which perhaps requires deliberation
but in order that I may ascertain from you as early as
possible whether it seems practicable for you to meet
our committee at the time I mentioned or perhaps a day
later, Oct. 16th. One of the committee lives in Chieago
and another in Milwaukee and as we are all busy I have
to plan for such a meeting some time in advance. It
will be a favor to me, therefore, if you will wire me

ak'w--‘

on receipt of thigA}n regard to the time of meeting.

Sincerely yours,

S horr v

FCS/ER
Encl.







COPY

Sept. 27, 1923.

President Ernest D. Burton,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Dr. Burton:

; It was learned during the summer from Dean
Mathews that it is now uncertain whether the Divinity School
of the University of Chicago would welcome M 1060
its group of affilisted seminaries in case the trustees of
the School were to decide to make application for admission,
and this uncertainty was communicated by Professor Foote
to the committee appointed by our Board to investigate the
relocation of the School. A% the request of the committee
Mr. Reese and Dr. Slaten have conferred with you about the
matter and brought to the Board meeting yesterday the in-
formation that a form of cooperation was in your Jjudgment
possible between our School and the University of Chicago,
which might bring to Meadville the advantages of affiliation
in case it were to remove to Chicago. 1 was made chairman
of a committee to take up with you the possibility of
effecting such a relationship.

I am, therefore, taking this first
opportunity to ask you, first, whether you would be good
enough to indicate in a general way,--in case Mr. Reese and
Dr. Slaten have understood you correctly,--what general
formsuch & proposed relationship might take, and, secondly,
ff in your judgment such & relationship is possible whether
the committee could see and confer with you at an early
date. It will be possible for me to be in Chicago about
Oct. 15th., Could we meet you at that time and would that
date allow you sufficient opportunity to discuss the matter
with the Divinity Faculty? It mieght be of advantage to me
before making the trip to Chicago to be able to take up
the matter with our Faculty here after receiving from you
an outline of the proposed plan of cooperation as it lies
in your mind.

It is necessary for me to make a definite
report to an adjourned meeting of our Board to be held in
November,

Sincerely yours,

F. C. Southworth

FCS/ER







| CLASS OF SERVICE/ SYMBOL|

CLASS OF SERVICE | SYMBOL WESTE
Telegram 2 Telegram
Day Letter Blue /,/Z%; Day Letter Biue
Hight Message Nite WESTERN UNION Night Message Nite
Night Letter NL Night Letter NL

T

if none of these three symbols & If none of these three symbols
appears after the check (number of v& =& - appears after the check {number of
words) this is a telegram. Other- s words) this is a telegram. Other- |
wiseits character is indicated by the wiseits character is indicated by the
symbol appearing after the check. NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT / GEORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT symbol appearing after the check.

The filing time as shown in the date line on full rate f;legrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME.
RECEIVED AT 427 SO. L}SALLE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. ~guaxs
i L 'o/l,

BE994 39 N s
L, ! 2

NEWHAVEN CONN ‘13 2
PRES BURTON ,.,/ j

UNIVERSITY OF CAICACD! CHICAGO: ILL
|NVERTIEW WITH YOU BY REPRESENTATIVE OF MEADVILLE' SCHOOL' URGENTLY
DESIRED WITHIN NEXT' FEW DAYS CAN APPOINTMENT WITH YOU BE' MADE
EITHER IN CHICAGO' OR SONE PLACE IN THE EAST NEAR NEWYORK OR BOSTON
PLEASE' ANSWER COLLECT HOTEL TAFT NEWHAVEN

MORTON D HULL.
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on the south east corner of Woodlawn ¢
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/inuounwn OF INTERVIEW September 20, 1923

./

With Mr. Curtis W. Reese, representing the Meadville Theologlcal

School, and Dr. A. W, Slaten, who evidently c;;;M:§Pa frlénd ‘at court.

ﬁr. Reese stated that the Board of Trustees at Meadville
was to meet on Tuesday and would undoubtedly vote to remove their
school to Chicago and proceed tp erect a building on their property
on the south east corner of Woodlawn and 57th; that they had a
$1,000,000 endowment, and that they had a tentative offer of
$100,000 toward the erection of a new building: provided the
University of Chicago was prepared to enter into a contract of
affiliation with the School. He added that they had been surprised
to learn from Mr. Foote, as a result of his conversation with
Dr. Mathews, that there was some hesitation on the part of the
University in making such a contract.

I expressed g8reat regret at the absence of Dr. Mathews,
saying that he was much more familiar with the situation than I
but that there were obstacles to affiliagtion, as they had learned
from Lr. Footey I emphasized the fact that the University now
has more applicants for admission as students tpan it can receive,
and more applicants from schools for affiliation than it can accept;
that the University now recognized its function to be to maintain a
faculty of very high rank and a student body of similarly high

quality; that we were constantly dismissing students who a few

years ago we should have retained without gquestion, and refusing
admission to students of the same c¢lass; that it was our purpose
to make admission to our faculty more difificult and withdrawal

from it easier, with a view to having a faculty of men of






exceptional ability.

I then stated the obstacles to affiliation with Meadville
were: (a) the fear on our)part that the class of students which
the school would wish us to accept under terms of affiliation
would be below the grade of those we would be willing to take;

(b) that the consequence of this would be, that inasmuch as

they have few students now the application of our restrictions
would still further reduce the number to a point where affiliation
would be, from the sheer 8ize of the school, inadvisable. I
pointed out what had happened in the case of the Ryder Divinity
School in which there were now no professors and no students. I
said that we did not wish to repeat this experience. (c¢) I
indicated that this ¥ery situation would tend to create
administrative difficulties, and stated thatthat had actually

been the case alreadye. Whén asked specifically as to what I

meant by this, I said tnat there was constant pressure upon us

to receive students whom we could not receive under our standards.

I did not specifi&ally mention our unwillingness to
receive members of their faculty into ours as one of the obstacles

to affiliation, but it wasmade perfectly clear that they would not

be so0 receivede

When asked whether there was some other form of arrangement
which might be entered into, I suggested an arrangement similar to
that ®f made by the Y.M.C.A. College. Mr. Reese evidently regarded
this as not a particularly happy example, and asked if some other

school might be named. I mentioned lcCormick and Garrette
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More specifically, I suggested that there was no
obstacle to their proceeding to remove their school to Chicago
and erecting it in the vicinity of the University; that the
very contiguity of location would carry with it certain
advantages. As citizens of Chicago and members of an adjacent
school their facultie:idstudents would have the use of our
libraries and easy attendance upomn our public lectures; that
their faculty would stand on their own footing as individuals =
conceivably they might, as individuals, become members of our
faculty, but not by virtue of membership im their school; that
their students, in applying for credit with us would be treated
as students from any other school, namely would be given credit
if. the school maintained sufficiently high standards. It would
therefore be up to them to determine what credit they would
give our students, and indirectly what credit we would give.theirl.

In reply to the question whether there professors would
feel themselves outclassed, I said I thought there was no reason
for that, but made it clear that they could not expect faculty
standing with us, and that their students would g8et mno credits
with us except as individuals. He asked if there could be some
sort of contract of affiliation. I said, "Not of affiliation.”
But suggested that there might of course be a memorandum of the
privileges which their school would enjoy.

In reply to the question whether their students would
have free tuition with us, I said that I thought not, but that

that might be considerede.







Mr., Slaten then asked the question whether there would
be any other obstacles than these, and I said, "No." And Mr.
Reese asked in particular whether the theological character of
the school was an objection, and I said that that might operate
to aggravate the other elements of the situation, but that was

not the ground on which we were dealing with the casee
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