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FIRST MEETING

November 27, 1899.

The meeting was called to order in Haskell Hall at
8310 P.M. Professor Manly in the chair. Sixteen members

present.

Mr.C.venKlenze was chosen Secretary.

Mr.Manly announced that the Committee to suggest a plan of
organization and subjects for discussion proposed the follow-
ing questions for discussion:

1) Shall there be in each department a common
requirement of knowledge for all candidates for the degree
of Ph.D.; and also for the degree of AM.?

2) Who shall choose the Minor: the student, the
Head of the department, or the Conference?

3) How shall the nature of the content of the
Minor work be determined?

- 4) How shall the quantity of the Minor work be
determined?

5) How shall a statement of previous work of the

candidate for a higher degree be secured?
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Mr.Carpenter moved that first becdiscussed
questions concerning the management of the three Modern
Language libraries. Carried.

The discussion hinged on methods of preventing books
from being stolen: several plans were urged. Among
others, it was proposed to have attendants near the door to

record the number of books brought in and taken out by every

person, using the library. Serious ebjections to this device

were pointed out.

At last Mr.Howland moved that the Chair appoint a
committee of three to consider questions concerning the
management of the library and report at the next meeting.
Carried.

The Chair appointed Messes. Pietsch, Carpenter,
Schmidt-Wartenberg.

Mr;Howland moved that questiens be taken up in the
order prepared by the Committee. Carried. .

Mr.Tolman moved that it is the sense of this Conference
that in each department a common requirement should be
demanded of all candidates for the degree of Ph.D. Carried.

Mr.MacClintock moved that each department decide upon
what courses it will require of all candidates, and report
to the Conference. Carried.

Mr.Howland moved that it be the sense of this conference
that the students choice of a Minor be regulated by the
Head of the Department in accordance with principles

established by that department. Carried.
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Mr.Carpenter moved that the Minor subjects should be
auxiliary to-the Major subject. Carried.

The meeting adjourned.

SECOND MEETING

December 11,1899.--

The meeting was called to order in Haskell Hall at 8:20

P.M. Mr.Manly in the chair. Ten members present.

Mr.Carpenter read the report of the Library Committee
He stated that the Committee was not ready to report on all
questions.

Mr.Cutting moved that the report be discusssed by
sections. Carried.

THE COMMITTEE ON PLANS FOR THE LIBRARY OF THE MODERN
LANGUAGE GROUP recommends:

1) IN REGARD TO CATALOGUE AND CLASSIFICATION OF BOOKS:

a) That, in accordance with the rules of the

Library Board, a common card catalogue with cards marked on a
uniform system, should be arranged as soon as possible.
Inasmuch as the necessary re-arranging of books and cards
will involve considerable labor and some expense, the
Conference is urged to petition the Board of Trustees, through
the president, either to appropriate a sum of at least one
hundred dollars for this purpose or to provide and
temporarily to assign competent assistants from the General
Library who shall carry out the change under the direction of
the Library Adviser.

Mr.Blackburn moved that this be adopted. Carried.

b) That, so far as consists with the scheme of a
common catalogue, the books in each department be cldssified

and arranged on the shelves in accordance with the wishes







of that department as indicated by its head.
Mr.von Klenze moved that this section be adopted. Carried.

¢) That the books be catalogued and arranged on what
is called an expansive system. What system of marking
should be adopted the Committee is not yet prepared to
recommend . On this topic it merely desires to report
progress and requests to be continued. ;

Mr.Blackburn moved that this section be adopted. Carried.

2.LIBRARIAN: The Committee recommends that the Conference
urge the President to secure the appointment of a salaried
Librarian for the group as soon as possible.

Mr.Blackburn moved that this section be adopted. Carried.

3,ATTENDANT S FOR THE LIBRARY: The Committee recommends
that -
a) An attendant be present at all hours when the
Library is open.

Mr.von Klenze moved that this section be adopted. Carried.

b) That the Library Adviser arrange with the heads of
the three departments and with the -Secretary of the
University for eleven hours of attendance per day.

Mr.Cutting moved that this section be adopted. Carried.

¢) That the attendant be given a seat near the door
and required to perform the following duties:
i) To record the withdrawal and return of books by
students and teachers; :
ii) To assist readers in finding books;
iii) To replace books on the shelves: to check the
shelves and see that books are in their right omnd
er, and that labels and kak binding are not .
defective;
iv.To assist in cataloguing, so far as required by the
adviser.// It is understood that attendants while
on duty shall give their whole time to the service of the Libr,
Mr.von Klenze moved that this whole section be adopted.
Carried.

4.0THER REGULATIONS recommended:
i) Keys shall be given out only to theinstructors in
the three departments. PROVIDED that the Adviser at
his discretion may make a temporary loan of a .key
to any one engaged in special research in the library
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in the Library during vacation or at other times
when the library is not open

Mr.Triggs moved that this secticn be adopted. Carried.

ii.Books shall be loaned to students over night
only. They shall be given out only after five P.M.
and must be returned before 9:30 the next morning.
Every kg®m loan shall be recorded by the attendant
in a book kept for this purpose.

Mr.von Klenze moved that this section be adopted.Carried

iii) LOANS to instructors may be made for a period of
two weeks, subject to renewal. They shall be
recorded by the attendant in a special book kept
for the purpose.

Loans to any other than instructors in this
group may be made by the Library Adviser at his
diseretion. Provided that books urgently needed
shall be subject to immediate recall.

Mr.Cutting moved that this section be adopted. Carried.

iv.) The Library shall be open from 8 A.M. to 1 P.M.;
from 2 P.M. to 6 P.M., and Zx%® 8:00 P.M. to 10.P.M.

Mr.Tolman moved to amend this section so as to have it

read as follows:

iv.)The Library shall be open for use from 8: A.M. to
6:00 P.M., and from 7:30 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. Carried.

Mr.Blackburn moved that the amended section be adopted.
Carried.
v ) PERIODICALS: Current numbers of all pericdicals
in the three departments may be kept in the rack
in one room. Completed volumes and bound periocdical

may be kept in their proper places in the separate
libraries.

Mr.von Klenze moved that this section be adopted.Carried.

Mr.Carpenter stated that the Committee had no recommend-
ation as to whether undergraduates should be permitted to use
the library: the committee preferred to leave the matter to
the Conference.

Mr.Carpenter moved that there be no restriction put on

the use of the libraries on the part of undergraduates.Carried.
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Mr.Carpenter moved that in the proper clause 12 1/%
_hours be X inserted for 11 hours. Carried.
Mr.Tolman moved that the Report as a whole be adopted.

Carried. Meeting adjourned.

THIRD MEETING.
December 18,1899.
The meeting was called to order in Haskell Hall at 8:20

P.M. Mr.Manly in the Chair. TWleven members were present,

Mr.Carpenter moved that the third proposition in
the report of the Committer to suggest a plan for organization
etec . be taken wup. Carried,

Mr.Wilkinson moved that the courses which constitute
the Minor be chosen by the director of the Major work in
conference with the head of the department in which the Minor
work is taken. Carried.

The discussion of section iv of the report of the
Committee to suggest a plan for organization etc. was next
taken up . Mr .Moody moved that the Minmor should not be
divided unless the courses forming the Minor work make up a
unitary subject. Carried.

Mr .Moody moved that section v of the Report of the
Committee to suggest a plan for organization ete. be passed
over. Carried.

Mr.Howland moved that the personsentrusted with making up
the programs of the Modern Language departments should meet

in consultation. Carried.
The meeting adjourged.







FOURTH MEETING.

January 22, 1900.

The meeting was called to order in Haskell Hall at 8:20

P.M. Mr.Manly in the chair. Eight members present.

Although no motion was carried, several important

points were discussed. Among other things, it was proposed
that the work of Graduate students be recorded more in detail
than has so far been the custom. Instéad of merely stating
whether or not a Graduate student passed, a system of graded
marks corresponding to the methods prevalent in the Undergrad-
nate departments should be adopted. This prdposition was
strongly attacked by some members of the Conference on the
ground that our Graduate students generally carry with them
too many of the aésociations of their undergraduate worg)

and hence lack sufficient independence of method; any
actio?/therefqre, strengthening instead of weakening such

associations would be a step in the wrong direction.

The meeting adjourned.

FIFTH MEETING

January 29,1900.

The meeting was called to order in Haskell wall at 8:15

P.M. Mr.Manly in the Chair. Six members present.

Several topics discussed at the last meeting were taken
up again; but only one motion was made and carried. ‘
Mr.MacClintock moved that the conference address to the
Dean of the nraduate School an inquiry whether for purposes
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of registration a list is kept of courses for which the consent
of the instructor is required, and if this be not the case,

the Conference requests that it be made the practice of the -
Dean. The meeting adjourned.

Camillo von Klenze

Secreatary.

Respectfully submitted,
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In the vroposed chance of sﬁ}atarvshin it had seemed desirable to
transfer it to the Romance Devartment of the University of Chicaco.
When Prof.Narren was here just @ vear aro he expressed his willing- |
ness to take the secretaryship on céudition that he would not ro east. A
1 acted under the impression that he wonld be with us;his possgible
connection with the Tniversity was not,nor has ever been, mentioned
; ; in these transactions. ! :
Awaitine developments and urced by my friends I decided to
do the work till the nrovosad coneress in Philadelplhiia, 1 bez leave
K wéther

the end of

to bring the matler to vour att ention again and

the plans of the[University will vermit the trangfe

e

this vear. Permijt me to say a word in explanation he situation.
Unlike bnv other work admitted to the university curriculum
! Modern Languacres present a double aspect:nowhere is the line of

q demarcation between elementary and scientific work drawn as sharvoly
as here, With a view to direct the study of modern lancuaees into
scientific channels and to raise the standard of elementary teachinge

as well the Modern lancuage Association was founded some sixteen
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yesrs ago. Yhat it has acromplished may be gauced bv the Report

of Twelve alone.

The teacher in the West had missed the inspiring influence of
the Association which for various reasons met in the Fast: and several
vears aco some members of our Faculty discussed the desirability
of formine a2 similar mociety. The main reason for not eciving definite
shape to our vlans was the fear that such a movemernt micht beregarded
with suspicien. Ye were relieved of this avprehension when some
progressive men in the farther West started a2 movement which finally
led to the establishment of the Central Division of the Vodern
Lansuage Association. If the vpath of tha olfler Associafion had not
been a smo¢Hfone, the Central Nivision bad to count with difficulties
of the most discouracing character.On¢ the one hand, there was the
large pumber of instructors whose preparation vrecluded a varticip-
ation in scientific work of sny sort- I refer esvecially to mern in |

State universities,Suverinterdants etc. with their larce clientele

A

within their jurisdiction,solto say. On the other hand,some of }
our best men fearing 2 breal¢ |in the rapks of the Association,were
very slow in taking vart io ou\‘meetings. TENTETEXHURE VKRN AR R RA

The centre of this new workineg ground was naturally the
Universitv of Chiceco,and thus Ny this mere geographical fact alone
established in our Universitv a n influence which micht have been
destined to zive to the three modern lancuage denartments the szme
vosition that ihe Johns Hovlitins Tniversity has held in the East up
to this day.

My brief explanation would not be complete without a word

about the present situation. The future of onr movement is by no
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means assurell; the dissolution fof the Central Divisdon has been

mentioned as a vossibility at least; the consejuences,if it should -
come to a collapse,it would be painful to think of.

I‘have thus vplaced before vou a matter which is of importance to
the University.l am aware that some points I have spoken of to you
before- since that time the situation has become more serious. I am

sure you will interpret my motives richtlvy:the snirit that nrompted

me to apvroach vou Y#s the welfare of the Universityv.

Very resvectfullyv vours




R, R e S
e A T AT R e




@he University of Chiragn

MEMORIAL TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF

CHICAGO IN THE MATTER OF A JOURNAL
FOR THE TEACHERS OF THE MODERN ket

ARG A I SRCELRERINT e W
FOREIGN LANGUAGS April, 1915.
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The University of Chiragn

Project for a Journal for foreign modern

* language teachers,

Statistics of pupilé and teachers of French, German,
and Spanish in the United States.
Urgent problems confronting the modern language
teachers.

Signatures of University of Chicago instructors.
Letters from prominent profeséors in support of this

memoriale
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TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CHICAGO
Gentlemen:
 The undersigned instructors in the Departments of
Romance and Germanic Languages respectfully ask your attention
to a project for a journal devoted to the problems of teaching
the foreign modern languages in colleges and high schools,

At present, no such journal exists in America, and, asido
from the advantages to the teaching profession of the country
and the advantages to our Modern Language Departments and to
the University, we urge the great advantage of promptly seizing
a unique opportunity. Wo believe that in a matter of this kind
the University should itaalf not "What can we get out of this"%
but rather "What benefit can the University confer"?

The latest figures obtainable show that the United States
has asbout 11,000 institutions for secondary, education, and
about 340 colleges and universities. All of these are neces-
sarily interested im the work of foreign language teaching,
because these modern languages, in the last two decades, have
been advanced to degree-making power in all colleges and uni-
versities. The United States Bureau of Zducation four years
ago estimated the number of pupils studying modern foreign
languages in high schools at nearly 300,000. To this number
we may add at least 100,000 persomns studying these languages
in higher institutioms. In the Mississippi Valley alone the
number of pupils concerned is estimated at 86,000, and the num-
ber of teachers at 2743.

Because of restricted budgets and poor preparation of teachers
in the secondary schools, the colleges have been compelled to
take up the elementary classes in the modern foreign languages,
with the result that our University, like all the State Univer-
sities and the small colleges, now carries on larce classes in
elementary Fremch and German, and also classes who are beginning

Itelian and Spanish.
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_The total number of our registrations in these languages
during the vear 1912-1013 was gplz. and the same situation
is repeated at Wisconsin, Illirois, Indiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri and other important State Univer-
sities, and in practically all of the smaller institutions.

In spite of the enormous responsibility thus resting
upon modern foreign languagce teachers, no group of the
teaching profession labor under more uncertainty as to the
eims and methods of their professional work. Foreign lan-
guage teachers are much.exposed to criticism and attack,
.especially as to the utility of the subjects they repre-
sent and as to how these subjects should be taught.

Sueh questions as the proper length of & modern language:
course, what part of it belongs to the preparatory school
and what part to the college, what amount and kind of
training may reasonebly be expected of the teacher, which
text-books are to be recommended and which not; these, and
pumerous other problems urgently call for dischssion and
comment. "ANd yet," said a recent President of the Modern
Language Association of America,"in this hour of stress
and need, our teachers heave neither a journal mor an or-
ganization of recognized prestige to which they can look
for information and guidance. This is a grievous tactical
.error, and wa must blame ourselves if we cannot hold our
own as we should."

The United States Commissioner of Education and President
Butler of Columbia University have both recently emphasized
the need for more attention to the matter of SoutgﬁAmeri-
can Spanish and Portuguese. But the spoken Spanish South
America is in many respects different from the literary
Spanish of the mother country which, to some extent, has
been taught in our schools. Here is a purely professional
question of readjustment which should be carried out under
.expert guidance and not abandoned to schools with purely
commercial ends, or to correspondence-phonograph.exploiters
of the public.
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Articlés of more or less value dealing with the pedagogy
of our subjects do indeed appear from time to time in the
journals of education, showing that there is o desp and
abiding interest in the problems of foreign language in-
struction, but these generally fail to reach any consides-
able number of the persons for whom they are intended, and
will continue to do so until the efforts they represent
are focussed upon a center of recognized authority whose
discussions should gradually become indispensable to all
teachers.

Profoundly impressed by these facts, and especielly
appreciating the opportunity which the University of Chicawm
has to render a lasting service to the cause of sound edu-
cation in this field, the undersigned, members of the
modern foreign language Departments beg to make the follow-
ing recommendation: :

That an appropriation be made of $1000, annually for a
period of five years for the establishment of a journal
devoted to the teaching of the modern foreign languages,
to be printed and published by the University of Chicago
Press. At the end of five years, such a journal, with
proper management, should be largely self-supporting.

"/ Chicago, April 1,191B.
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

March 25, 1915 2

&

To the President and the Board of Trustees of
the University of Chicago ;
Gentlemen:

Having heard that a movement is on foot having s
as its object the establishpent of a school journal
besring on the teaching of Wodern Languages in the col-
leges and high schools, I write to express ny hearty
approvael of such a plan and to suggest the following
points in that connection:

1) A generation ago, the teaching of Modern Languages
in this country seemed hopelessly inadequate end unor-
ganized., Striking progress has beern made, so that now
& nupber of our universities and colleges, and a few of
our secondary schocls have well-organized and efficient
courses of instruction in these subjects. The movement
bas, however, been from the top downward. At the same
time there has been such a rapid growth in the number
of higher institutions offering Vodern Languvage work
that the men who have been trained have been absorbed
by the institutions near the top, and the rank and file
of the teschers are inadeguately prepared. This has re-
acted to restrict the normel growth in the number of -
students going on to advanced work. Thus there is wain-
tained a sort of blocade which can be broken-thru only *
by reaching in sowe way the main body of the teschers.,

I can see no single step likely to be as useful t¢ this
end as the establishmernt of such a journal as is pro-

posed.
2) The University of Chicago, by its location and

Profosnor Edward C. Armstrong
~ Johns Hopkins University.
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY ‘

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND |
{

the size and efficiency of its Modern Language staff,f
is indicated as an excellent -location for such & jours
nal. . '
3) Any one familiar with the burden that sueh a

publication entails will consider it a piece of lib~
eral spirited self-sacrifice on the part of that stafi
to be willing to undertake the work, and any one who
realizes the importance of the undertaking will con~
sider it a oredit to the institution which proves it~
self faresighted encugh to indéiate it.

Hoping that you will see your way to ppoviding for
the founding of such a journal, I am, gentlenmen,
Very truly yours,

Enrs © Srritoons

Chairman of the Rowance Department
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DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

March: 24, 1915.

To: the President and the Board of Trustees of the
University of Chicago.

Gentlemen: -

As former student of the University of Chicago,and
as one of the heads of the Romance Languzade Department of festern
Reserve Univerisity, T take the liberty of associating myself
with- the sidners of a memorial addressed to your honorable body-
urging the establishing of a journal of modern langduade teaching,
to be published by the University of Chicago Press. It has long

been a matter of redret to my colleagues and myself that this

country should not possess such a publication the nsed of which-

is' felt by every progressive collegde and high-school  instructor

in modern landuagdes. Until now they have been dependent on
Turope for the guidance that such a journal can gdive. But our
problems are different from those of Furopean teachers, and

until we have 2 medium in which our needs can be voiced and
discussed by competent meambers of our profession, we shall
continue groping in the dark, and our teaching will rem2in to

a larde extent imefficient. The University of Chicago which-

has rendsred such splendid service to the cause of higher and
secondary sducation in America has here I: think, 2n opportunity:
further advancing that cause.

Professor of Romance Languades at
Western Reserve University.







MIAMI UNIVERSITY
OXFORD, OHIO

ED@AR EWING BRANDON March 25 ’ 1915,

¥ICE PRESIDENT AND DEAN

To the President snd the Board of Trustees
of the University of Chicago,

Gentlemen:-

I respectfully petition your attention to the project
of establishing a journsl devoted to the teaching of modern
foreign lsnguages.

Such a publicstion is most earnestly needed in America.
Our foreign 1anguage.teaching hes been, on the whole, lsmentably
weak. Not only does the average school secure for its students
lesg proficiency in foreign lenguage than the average school in
Europe, but slso the administration of this gsubject in secondary
schools and colleges and the methods of presenting the subjéct are
so widely divergent that advenced study in the foreign langusges in
the colleges and universities is a most difficult thing to organize

and to foster.

I cen think of no one thing in whirh the expenditure of

80 small an amount of money on the pert of the corporation of the

Epiversity of Chicago would produce more importent results than the

foundation of such a journal. The United States must cease to be

provineial, and especially must enter into social and commercial

relations with the nations to the south, To do this, our educated

people, especially those who expect to engsge in commercial pursuits,

must become proficient in the Spanish and Portuguese languages. To

acecomplish this in our schools, there must be better methods of













THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF W. 0. THOMPSON, PRESIDENT
ROMANCE LANGUAGES

B. L. BOWEN
C. A. BRUCE
E. S. INGRAHAM
T, E. HAMILTON
G. S. CHAPIN
WALTER PEIRCE

J. K. DITCHY COLUMBUS,

A. P. NMOORE

o Merch 29, I9I5.

TQ0 THE PRESIDENT AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO:
Gentlemen: -~
My attention has been directed to a project for a journal
devoted to the problems of teaching the foreign modern
languages in colleges and high schools, said Journal to be
printed and published by the University of Chicago Press.
I beg leave to say that this p;ojact has my most hearty ang

ungualified approval. Such a journal could accomplish a

great deal for a2ll of us teachers of the modern languages.
Indeed I can think of no more urgent need, in the domain of
modern-language teaching, than that of a unifying and
directing agency of this nature. I hope sincerely that the
plan may be very rapidly realized.

Very respectfully yours,

Head of department of Romance Languages.

Professor Benjamin L. Bowen
Ohio State University






UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

March 28, 19215.

To the President and the Board of Trustees
of the University of Chicago:
Gentiemen:

T am informed that a memorial

o

is to he 1laid before you asking for the

establishment of a journal devoted to the
discussion of questions relating to the
teaching of foreign modern languages in
our colleges and high schools. I should
like to express to you my sense of the
great valuse thet such a journal would have
and of the real importance of establishing
%

It is clear that at the present moment

a great confusion of ideas exists among our

schoolmen as to the place, function and aims
of the study of foreign languages, and hence,
of course, as to the methods to be employed.
It has seemed to me that there is lately a
growing disposition to deny to the study

of foreign languages the peculiar and unique







place in the process of education that uséd
to be conceded to it, and that this ics due
not merely to the great lurch of the schools
towards vocational ideals, but partly alke

to lack of wise counsel among the teachers

themselves, who more than others have the
destiny of langusge study in their hands.
To my mind not merely the advantage of lan-
guage teaching itself is concerned in the
existence and influence of such a journal
as it is proposed to found, but that of
sound end worthy notions of our whole ed-
ucational plan and practice. in no part
of our program of studies are we so far
from European conditions as in our foreign
langueges, and yet in no part of it has
the influence of European discussion and
example heen more felt. That the results
have not always heen desirable is not sur-

priesing. We need a forum where the die-

cussion may always start from and come

back to our own pecuiiar conditions.

‘f1;7:aspectfully yours,

dlz’?w\vz_

AU

Professor Arthur G. Canfield
University of Michigan.







CLARK COLLEGE
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

PHILIP H. CHURCHMAN

LESLIE C. WELLS T~
Varch 25, 1915,

To the President end the Board of Trustees,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Ill.
Gentlemen:
It ¢ives me unaualified pleasure to endorss the proposal ov the

Departments of Romance and Germanic Languages in the University ov Chicago to
publish a journal devoted to the oroblems ov teaching the modern languades in
this country. In my opinion the standard ov teaching those subjects in the
United States is far from being as hish as it shoud be and I feel. positive
that it is lower than ¥hat eeﬁ—%mrfvnnﬂ-fgyﬂuropean schools and universities.
Vost ov our»teachérs ar isnorant ov the fundamental problems. They sither
follow blindly the traditional textbook method or thotlessly adopt some attrac-

tive, out shallow," practical” method, . Thev do not know where to so for the

best pedasosieal literature on the subjeect, they hav no eritical knowledge ov
the advances made ov late in teachiné such a matter as oronunciation, they do
not know the field ov textbooks as they shoud, they ar unaware ov the various
opportunities for improvement both in this country and abroad, or else ar not
gufficiently ambitious to make use ov them. In 21l ov these spheres'and in

others as well,a live journal.coud act as a tremendous stimulus., I hope that

—

it wil be founded promptly and that it wil be universally welcomed.
Two recent personal. experiences wil emphasize the foregoing statement ov

opinion., In the first place, the writer was himself contemplating an endeavor

to found just such an educational journal as is now susdested st the University







ov Chicaso. This, however, he is very hapoy to relinguish in view ov the

fact that a large department‘baoked by the resources ov a larde university, has
much greater chance ov success than an unattached individual. The second point
is that.fhe writer recently published,in an important educational journal ov

8 éeneral.nature'an article on tﬂe subject ov French Pronuncietion; bub,in
‘order to set this into the hands ov the teachers ov French)he was put to the
expense and trouble ov mailing several. hundred reprints io the members ov
various awsociations. Many would, of course, not take this trouble,and so

the artiecles upon modern landuase teachiné remain unknown to that vest body

ov teachers who do not subscribe to the various educational journals.

Verv truly vours,

ﬁ%% R L

Professor Philip H. Churchman
Clark %11*..







THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF LIBERAL ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES
STATE COLLEGE, PA.

March 26,1915.
The President and Board of Trustees,

University of Chicago,
Chicago,Illinois,
Gentiemen;--

It gives me pleasure to express hearty approval of the plan
suggested in the Memorial to be presented to you by the teachers of
Modern Languages in your institution. Personally I have felt the need
of a publication of this sort and I know the teachers throughout the country
would welcome it gladly. The problems which confront the teacher of all
foreign modern languages are many and suggestions from experienced men

and women would be most helpful. The carelessness and neglect along these

lines has been lamentable in the past and the stimulus of a publication
such as projected in the Memorial would be of incalculable benefit. We
feel the need here in English as well as in foreign languages and there
is no doubt that the influence,both direct and indirect,will be most
beneficial to the teachers and students in our native tongue. You

would,by this step,confer a lasting benefaction upon all language teachers.

The -University of Chicago has been a pioneer in many fields,but has never

had an opportunity of greater service than in this instance. I trust
that you may find it possible to carry this thrcugh to a successful issue
and pledge my support to that end.

Very RespectfullyYours,

-

Professor of Romance Languages. Peannsylvania State
College.
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LELAND STANFORD JUNIOR UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANIC LANGUAGES

Stanford University, Cal, March 26, 1915

To the President and The Board of Trustees
of

The University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill.

Gentlemen:

I am heartily in sympathy with the proposed

plan for the establishment of a journal devoted to
problems relating to the teaching of modern foreignh
languages in colleges and secondary schools. Such
a journal would undoubtedly meet a long-felt need in
this field, A discussion of these problems would

lead to E;ESEE?” correlation of the work of the high

school with that of the University, better methods

of teaching, and a clearer conception of the aims and

value of instruction in modern foreign languages,

Very truly yours,

Professor Oliver M. Johnston

Leland Stanford University.







CorYy

Department of Romance Languages
Indiana University
Bloomington, Ind.

March 28, 1915

To the President and Roard of Trustees of the University of
Chicago:

Gentlemen:

T have been informed that a memorial is to be presented
to you by teachers of the departments of Romance and of Germanic
languasges of your University, recuesting your help towards the
establishment of a journal devoted %o prohlems connecte? with the
teaching of foreign languases in high schools and colleges,

~ Permit me to add my earnest plea to the plea of the
others. There is nothing that teachers of modern foreign lancuaces
necd more sorely than the kind of journal which the memorial pro-
poses, Such a publication is, moreover,6 more important for Americen
education than any other periodical that could be suggested. This
mgy seem a strong statement, but the following reflections i 2 Sl |
believe, bear it out.

It is a notorious fact that the Americans and the English
are the poorest lineuists among the great nations of the world.

The English have over us the immense advantace of proximity to
other countries, while we must depend on the schools for instrue-
tion in lancuaze. If that instruction be poor, we must inevitably
fall behind commercially and culturally, The secrét of Germany's
comme rcial success lies very largely in the admirable lancuace
teachinzy of her schools. The French have been quick-witted enough
to realize this and have vastly improved linsuistie instruction in
their institutions of learnine,

We are lagging behind. How do we evpect to capture the
commerce of the Tatin-American couantries ualess our commercial men
and our consuls are acqualnted with Spanish or Portucuese® A few
weeks stay in Mexico fifteen years ago convinced me that the Sermans,
and nerhaps also the French, were rapidly outstripping us. Our
consuls have been comm9r01ally of 1ittle use to us, largely on ac-
count of their ignorance of the lansuage spoken arouaﬂ them.

It is less easy to preseant the problem so concretely from
the cultural side. M™he day is past when a nation can shut itself
up in its owan lancuage. mhe world has become cosmopolitan, and the
greater the number of educated citizens who are acquainted "with
foreign thought the hisher the civilization will be.

Now it is upon the high schools that the brunt-6f foreign
languaze instruction should fall, TIn this branch of human endeavor
the "practical” Americans have shown themselves the most impractical
of all men. They are the only nation that hasnot yet understood
that most elementary of principles thrat youth is the time in which
to acquire a foreisn lansuase. e have not encourage? our high
schools to develop the study of foreiecn lanecuace. Our mofern lang-
uare teachers of the hish schools are allowed to flouander about,
ggcn working out his problems in his own way. The mofern foreion







foreign lansuages are the only breanch of hich school instruction
that has not been carefully organized.

It should be organized. It must he organized. And in order
that this goal may be reached there must be an organ, and it is
this organ that we beg you to establish. The University of
Chicamo has a unique and a great oprortunity. It seems incredible’
that it will not seize this opportunity. If Indiana University
were not in such straitened circumstances, we should have besun
long aco. And now with mingled feelinzs of envy and hope we look
to the great institution to the north of us for help.

Yours respectfully,

(Signed) A. ¥, Xuersteiner
" ’
Professor of Romance Languages

Professor Albert F. Kuersteiner

-Indiana University.







University of Cincinnati
Department of Romance Languages

To the President and the Board of Trustees of the University of
Chicagmo:
Gentlemen:

It is with the deepest interest that I learn of the
project under consideration at your University for estshlishing
a Jjournal devoted to the teaching of modern foreisn lancnages.
It has been a matter of great regret to me, since I have been
associated with the University of Cincinnati that so much enefgy
should be spent of necessity in our colleges on elementary work
in foréign langneges, which should have been accomplished in the
preparatory school. Another unfortunate fact in our field is the

unevenness of preparation in the Preshman class which handicaps

us practically throughout the first year of collegiate study.

These two conditions would be gradually remedied, T believe by

the species of clearing house for ideas and exchange of ideas

which such a journal would prove, inducing uniformity of result
in preparation for college work which I hope for devoutly.
Respectfully yours,

(Signed) Phillip O=~den, Professor of
Romance lLanguages.

March 26.

University of Cincinnati.







UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

Urbana, Illinois,
April 3, 1918.
To the PRESIDENT and THE BOARD OF TRURSTEES
of the UNIVERSITY OF CRHICAGO;

gentlemen: -

I should like to add my hearty endorsement to the project
of establishing a Journal devoted to the important problems of Modern
Language instruction in secondary and university irstitutions. Such a
journal would be of immernse value in the presentation and solution of
these problems. It would brin¢ about a much needed cooperation between
the colleges and schools engaged in the teaching of medern languages.
Hitherto there has been no suitable organ thru which the ¢reat number
of language teachers could reach their colleagues and exchange their
several ideas and experiences. Unguestionably such a medium of exchange
would lead to a vast improvement in the teaching of foreign languages

—_— =5 e R SR

ir America. Other nations nave long sirce had such journrals, and to this
fact is due in largest measure the great advance which the study of for-

eign languages and literatures has had id other lands. There are, however,

problems ard difficulties peculiarly American which can receive adequate
study only thru a journal published in this country. I am confident that

such a journal once established will rapidly tecome self-supporting and
that its value ard necessity will immediately secure for it a great field
of usefulness.

Very sincerely yours (ig%iiiﬁeab

Professor of Romance Languages in
the University of Illinois.

1
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Cory

University of Californis
Romanic Lansuages
Berlkeley
March 27th, 1915

To the Presideant and the Roard of Trustees
of the University of Chicago.

Gentlemen:

It mives me great pleasure to support a projeect for a
Journal devoted to the problems of teachinz the foreisn modern
lancnases in Colleces and Figh Schools.

Owing to the intimate relations which exist between our own
State University and the Schools of California the needs of the
teachers of llodern Languages, 6n the one hand, and the general

shortcomings of present methods, on the other, have become more

apparent here every day. As resards the first, the teachers have

no efficient guide, no means of keeping aebreast of the times, no

extensive acquaintance with the instruments of their profession,

and no adequate source of information concernin> the latest pub-

lications, or improved methods of teaching; in short, no means
of keeping in close toueh with the activities of the lModern
Lansuage World, - As regards present methods, it doces not aprear
that aay lancuage is taught in any two schools in the same way,

results ranzing all the way from the most deplorable slovenliness,

to, what they ought - quite generally to be, commendable proficiency.
But cases of the laftter are so uncommon, that the averake result is
very far below satisfactory. Means hitherto employed to keep in
touch with the teachers have failed to make the results much better
or more uniform.

I take the liberty of endorsing very heartily the project for







such a Journal as your lModern Lansuase departments are planning,
and sincerely hope that it may be successfully launched.
Very respectfully yours,
Signed) Rudolph Schevill

Head of the department of
Romanic Languaces

Professor Rudolph Schevill
University of Celifornia.







SMITH COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF FRENCH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

April 1 1915;

To the President and the Board of Trustees of
THE UNIVERSIY OF CHICAGO,

Gentlemen:

My colleagues of the Romance Department of the University
of Chicago have sent to me a copy of the memorandum which they pro-
pose to submit to you, and they have asked me to express an opinion
on their project for a Journal devoted to the problem of teaching
modern 1ahguages in High Schools and Colleges,

I beg to say that I am heartily in sympathy with the idea.. There
are indeed very specific aspects of thet problem which will be found
in no other country. It would undoubtedly mean an enormous gain in
time and in reslults if a systematic study were made of these va-
rious questions. And this could be done only in a special periodical,
I know positively that the educational reviews of a more general
character are obliged to refuse many articles of value on modern

language teaching, simply because they must observe a certain prp-
portion in the space allowed to different domains.. '

Here in Massachusetts this problem of the language is coming up
constantly--while that of literature and graduate studies are re-
latively quite easy. Hardly a week passes without our receiving
ecirculars from some associations or from some group of teachers,
asking for advice, or else begging us to develop this or that cour-
se for the benefit of the schools where our graduates are called
to teach,

May I add another remark? While a member of the Romance language
staff at Chicago last summer, I was struck by the number of inqui-
ries which came from institutions from all over the country for
French teachers and professors--and in consequence of the stupendous
responsibility of the University of Chicago in that domain. I had
no suspicion of that, having taught only in the East;- but it seems
evident to me that the best place for such a periodical would be
the University of €hicago..

Respectfully submitted, ‘=12¥&~¢?

Professor Albert Schinz
Smith College.
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@he University of Minnesota

@ollege of Srience, Literature, and the Arts
Minneapolis

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES Marech 25, 1915,

The President and Board of Trustees

of the University of Chicago.

I have just received a copy of the project for a
journal devoted to the problems of teaching modern for-
eign languages in colleges and universities, which is
being submitted by certain instructors in the depart-
ments of Romance and Germanie Languages to the Presiden(
and Board of Trustees of the University of Chicago. I
beg leave to say a few words in support of this project
as an imstructor of Romance Languages and as a member
of the committee,appointed at the last meeting of the
Central Division of the Modern Language Association, to
prepare the program of the pedagogical session which
has become a feature of the Association's meetings.

The further action takencby the Romance section

of the Association in authorizing the committee to pro-

vide for the publication of worthy papers upon the sub-
ject of Romance Language instruction which might be
presented)was a tangible evidence of the growing inter-
est in this matter. The uncertainty which the committee
feels as to its ability to obey the instruction given ff
in any adequate wax}is indicative of the need of some
journal devoted to that purpose.

Any one wﬁo has had experience with students en-
tering college or university from the preparatory =< -~

schools is confronted with the harassing problem of







The University of Minnesnta

@ollege of Srience, Literature, and the Arts
Minveapnlis

getting results from students prepared very evidently
according to the most diverse methods or according to

no discernible method. This condition entails a great
loss of time, and energy, and class morale. The same
confusion exists, though to a lesser degree, among the
students prepared in these institutions themselves where
the elementary classes are so large that they have to

be divided into several sections,

The situation is especially complicated because
we foreign modern language teachers have to aim at’at
least three results which are sometimes almost in op-
position to each other. The general publie, looking
upon the languages as an accomplishment, stresses ' =
conversational attainment as the desiderandum; our
scientifie colleagues care little for that, they demand
an accurate reading knowledge; we ourselves desire all
that and much more, i.e., a sound literary and philo&;

f%gical training.

The shortest way through all this can only be v
found as a result of considerable discussion, mutual
sacrifices and a certain amount of rather authoritative
guidance. The Modern Language Association, as remarked
above, is showing an interest in this problem, but it
has no adequate means of making its influence widely
felt for its one publication is more than taken up by
the papers of a purely literary or philological nature
which it was founded to publish.







The University of Minnesota

@ollege of Srience, Literature, and the Arts
Minneapolis

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

No opportunity ever presented itself more clearly
and no one would contest the right or the ability of
the departments in question to assume the sort of lead-
ership to which your university is invited\by this
situation,

Very respectfully,
Professor of Romance Languages,

University of Minnesota.

Professor Colbex Searles
University of Minnesota.







THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
MADISON

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES

Merch 26, 1915

To the President and Board of Trustees
University of Chicago.

Gentlemen:

My attention has been cealled to the fact that a memorial

is to be presented to you for the establishment of a publication
devoted primarily to the teaching of modern foreign languages. While
I am not in any way personally concerned in the perticular plan pro-
posed and am not, in fact, informed concerning any of its details, I
should like to express my opinion that egqh & journal, under proper
535219393715 urgqn?ly”pqqéqg. This has been & matter of general dis-
cussion for a number of years among foreign language men, and I have
no doubt that the demand will bring asbout soon the realization of the

project in some form or other.

Very sincerely,

‘( .

Chairman.

Professor Hugh A. Smith
University of Wisconsin.







LAKE FOREST CCLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF
ROMANCE LANGUAGES

SECRETARY OF THE FACULTY

dcake dlorest, ll., 26/3/15. 191

TO THE.PRESIDENT AND THE BOARD COF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHIGAGo;—
Gentlemen:

In compliance with a reguest from Brofessor Thomas A.Jdenkins, and
because I fully approve 6f the contents of a MEMORIAL addréséed to you by
members of the Foreign Language Departments of the University of Chicago,

I beg 1leave to sayrt

12, That & JOURNAL dealing with the problems of teaching the foreign
modern languages in high schools and colleges, limiting itself to undergraduate
work, has been wanting for a long time in the United States.

22, That sucﬂ a journal, if the announced purpose Qhould be adhered

to sincersly, would help materially in the standardizing of instruction anmd of

reguirements for permissioén to teach, =-a gstandard being now lacking to the
detriment of students and good teachers alike.

32, That the University of Chicago, owing to its geogdraphical position

and its equipment, and; in consequence, to its reputatidn, is peculiarly fit-

ted to stand back of such a journal.

42, That sueh a journal, therefore, would probably be liberally sub=-
seribed for, and would become self-supporting in a reasomably short time.

592, That the danger of non-success, in my opinidn, would lie in a
tendency, observed by me on similar occasidns, to deviate from the expressed
purpose éf the pr cpocsed journal; editors or contributors deveting it by degrees

in part or in whole to guestions of obscurely techmical import, which would heip
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Oberlin Collecse
Oberlin, Ohio
The Collece of Arts and Sciences

Department of Romance Langua~es
J., R, Wightman, Ph,D.
Kirke L. Cowdery
R. P. Jameson, D,en IL.
Mary Taylor Cowdery
To the President and Board of Trustees of the University of Chicago:
Gentlemen:
I was so pleased to learn that you had in mind the taking
of steps to assure the publication of a journal to he devoted to the
interests of the teachineg of Modern Poreign Lancuaces in High Schools

and Colleces. The need for such a publication is too obvious to need

much emphasizine, The study of the modern tonsues has been for some
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years and is g

0

nereasingly supplanting that of the ancient;

hence the call fo

Lo

vood teachers of these former branches hecomes
with each year correspondingly louder. This is a call rhich the
colleges and waiversities must endeavor to meet - and here a good

Journal would he a great help, and is the more necessary because

i

from the very position of this land of ours, the majority of our
graduates are deprived of mineline in the foreisn atmosphere or of
becoming acquainted at first hand with what they must know, to be
really efficient teachers of the foreisn idiom. TReviews devoted

to the study of modern 1angua§os exist here, it is true, but they
deal for the most part with studies in philology aand literature, and

but seldom with problems that are constantly presenting themselves

EP the teachers in the elements of g foreieon lanonace. These latter

must flonhder aloneo experimentine on their pupils, and only gradually

and inefficiently preparing themselves for their work. A journal

such as would really help and be read: by such youane people would







Sha

takke up practical questions of methods, of tewt-books, of diffi-
culties that naturally beset the youns teacher. It conld not help
being a real help in a department when such help is gow very hard
to obtain and very difficult of access. ;

But, whatever its use, such a publication as we have spoken
of could hardly at first be a paying‘investment. Some financial

backing wonld be needed; and whence should this help more naturally

or fittinaly come than from a great University® And to what
University should one look, if not to your own® Yours is the great
and popular institution of the Middle "est, which has already done
so much in the cause of education, and has been, since its founda-
tion, the pioneer in every movement of reform.

Te believe that you will take the step asked of you, and feel

confident that you will thus be still further aidine the cause of

eijucation, and in particular will be earnineg the ecratitude of all
teachers of the Modern Foreisn Lansuaces.
Yours resypectfully,

(Signed) J, R. Wichtman

Professor John R. Wightman
Oberlin College,







VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ROMANIC LANGUAGES
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

Marech 29, 1915.

The President and Board of Trustses,

University of Chicago,

Chicago, Ill.
Dear S+Tg:

I understand that there is a possibility of your
congidering the establishment of a journal devoted to the pro-
blems of teaching the foreign modern languages in our colleges
and secondary schools. Such a journal would fill a great
want in the United States.

In America we are still in the experimental stage
of language teaching. Piscussion of methods is a prime
necessity. Ve need exposition of method, scientific data, and
reports embodying the results of investigations. and experimen-
tation, Such a journal as is proposed would be an effective
aid in this work.

In this connection I wventure to call your attention
to the fact that at the recent meeting of the Central Division
of the Modern Language Association of Amsrica attention was drawn
to the nesd of a periodical in which papers on modern language
pedazogy could be published. Such a need has been cften discussed

in the councils of the Association.

Respectfully submitted,
Jaf it 5 _Q/}UUU L

Professor of Homénce lLan-
guages in Vandsrbilt Universty,
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
COLUMBIA

DEPARTMENT OF GERMANIC LANGUAGES Ma r ch 2 7 . 191 5 3

To the President and Board of Trustees
of the Universit¥_gg Chicago,

Chicago, inois.
Gentlemen:

I have just been informed of & project
on the part of your instructors in Foreign Modern
Languages to establish under the auspices of your
institution a journal devoted to the problems
of teaching the foreign modern languages in college
and high school. To this proposal which will be
laid before you for action I beg to give my un-
qualified, enthusiastic support, and join heartily
in the appeal to you for a favorable action upon
what seems to me a modest request and recommendation.

There are two reasons upon which I should
urge you to consider the measure favorably. The
first is that the proposed journal will fill a press-
ing need in this field of our educational interest.
France and Germany have their establisht journals of
this kind; America has not. In the matter of modern
language instruction, aims, ideals, technique, etec.,
America is at least fifty years behind the time, and
the plan proposed in the letter to you will prove a
long step forward in the evaluation of modern
language facts along progressive lines. We sorely
need a journal thet will serve as a mouth-piece for
the cause of better instruction in modern languages.

A second reason why I should urge you to
act favorably upon the recommendation: I would point
out the opportunity that is coming to you for leader-
ship. The opportunity is here; if you do not aect,
others will, My interest in the University of
Cnicago is still keen enough for me to wish that you
embrace this fine opportunity and establish yourself
as a leader also in this highly significant phase of
modern language instruction.

Very truly,

Chairmen Department of Germenic
Languages University of Missouri.
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J.H.WORST. LL.D. PREST. C.E.NUGENT. secv.

NorTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURALGOLLEGE

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
NorTH DakoTA

TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO,

Gentlemen:

I endorse most heartily the project fbr a jour-
nal devoted to the problem of teaching tpe foreign lang-
uages‘in colleges and high schools.for years I have cher-
ished the hope that my alma mater,The University of Chi-
cago,wouvld establish such a journal,not merely in its own
interest,but t¢ give due recognition to the importance of

w
modern language teaching in our schools.Ve teachers feel

the great necessity for such a clearing house of ldeas re-

garding the subject in which we are most vitally interested,

and feel it now all the more keenly,siﬁce a mediuvm of ex-
ohange’has been established for teachers of English.

I sincerely hope that you will give this pro-
~ ject favorable consideration and that we may soon welcome
the first number of the magazine that is to bring to us the
news and report the activities of the modern language world.

Very truly yours,

Professor of Modern Languages.
North Dekota Agricultural College

Fargo,N.Dak.,March 37,1215.
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Evanston, T11., Mareh 26, 1915

President and mMrustees of the University of Chicago.
Gentlemen:
T am much interested in the proposed plan to publish
under the auspices of your University a Jjonrnal devoted to the

problems of teachin~ modern languages. Our modern language

teachers are very much in need of such a reriodical. At pre-

sent there is a sad lack of unity of aim among teachers of modern
lansguaves and an almost inconceivable confusion of standards

thruout the entire land. Our teachers not only need inspiration

but they also need guidance. Vou will in my opinion do a really

good work by suprortineg a much needed enterprise to =ive our

teachers a good periodical where they can find the best lisght

-

on their daily work.
Vours truly,
(3iened) George 0. Curme,

Professor of German, Northwestern
University







(Copy)

Dean's 0ffice,
mestern Reserve University

Graduate School,
Cleveland, O. March 30, 1915

To the President and Board of Trustees of the University of Chicago:
Gentlemen:

Through the courtesy of Professor Cuttine T have had the
privilepe of examinine the plan vnroposed for the eétablishment by
the University of chicaro of a journal devoted to"the problems of -
teaching the foreign modern languages in our schools and colleges."
Professor Cutting asks if I am willin~ to state briefly an? frankly
to you what I think of the project.

Allow me to do so and to say that I am glad of the oppor-

tunity to endorse such & sensible project most heartily. It appeals

el 4G

to me strongly as the most effective means yet proposed to meet our
greatest need in modern lansuage teaching - namely the need of teach-
inz our teachers what to teach and how to teach it.

It seems to me thét the opportunity for such a journal is

really uniqué, . and’ T frankly bhelieve it would do more real, immed-

iate, practical, tangiblé good, and that to more people who need it,

¥

than any journal now published in America. I think it could not

fail to be helpful to thousands of teachers all over the couantry
and throush them of value to an ever increasine army of students.

T™he experience of twenty-seven years in University class-

rooms leads me to believe that only the exceptional teacher knows
how to plan a course or choose the text-books, knowe where the real
values are and how to emphasize them, knows how to pick =2nd choose

the ways and means that would make his teachins vital and effective,







W B

I think the reason is that so few teachers have the oprortunity to
see and Jjuise each other's work, to ewchange views, to profit by

the wisdom and experience of others. Such a journal would provide

haphazard method of to-day into a sane and orderly scientific system
for the future to build on. Therefore, I earnestly hope the journal
may be established.

Most respectfully,

(Signed) R. W, Deering

Professor R. W. Deering

Dean of the Graduate School, Western Reserve University







(CorpYy)

The Ohio State University
W. 0. Thompson, President

Department of German

Columbus, March 31lst, 1915.

To the President and the Board of Trustees of the University of

Ch

}de

cago:;
Gentlemen:
The establishment of a journal devoted to the problems
of teaching the foreign modera lancuages in colleges and high

schools would be of invaluable assistance to the many thousands

e

of teachers who at the present time are proctically left to their
own resources. The catalocue of the publishing houses offer some
help, but experience shows that they are not always to be relied
upon, as both publishers and authors have "an axe to orind."
Indeed I regard just such a non-partisan journal, esiving laree
space to reviews of recent textbooks on method and also unbiassed
accounts of the movements and trend of modern education both in

this country and abroad, as the greatest need of the present day

in modern lansuage teaching.

-~ Should the University of Chicaso fake the lead in estab-

lishins such a journal it would certainly entrench itself even more

firmly in its position as educational leader of the 1Middle West,

And T am very confident that this journal would meet with an enthus-
iastic welcome on the part of the teachers,
Respectfully subnmitted,

(Sicned) 1. Blakemore Bvans,
Professor of German.Ohie State Univer.







Tepartmentof Georman
Qornell HEnirersiiy

Fihew, ¥E- Mareh 29, 1915.

To the PRESIDENT and the BOARD OF TRUSTEES of THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO:
Gentlemen:

Being requested to give an opinion on the proposed founding of a
Journal devoted to the problems of teaching the modern foreign languagea,ﬁ
I respectfully submit the following:

1) A journal such as planned would have the effeet of standard-
izing modern language teaching in the United States. In no branch of teach-
ing is there a greater variety of methods, some of which, however brief

their existence, do a great deal o§ harm. Attempts have been mads, notably

by the Modern Language Association, to establish uniform grades of instruciy
ion, but the standards adopted néed revision, particularly in the direction
of speaking and writing the foreign 1anguage;

2) The journal would raise the standard of modern language teach-
ing; The circulation being among teachers over a wide area, the best
methods of teaching would constantly be held before them. Quackery, so fre-
guent in modern language teaching, would be dealt a severe blow.

3} A forum would be provided for free discussion. Questions of

interest and assistance to teachers would receive an important place;
More beneficial even than this, would be a severely critical attitudé, a
desire to pramne the vines for a better growth. The amount of capital and
x}gbor thaitg;ters into the pgblicg@iqn of modernrlanguagé textébpokgﬂig
enormous. 701der text-books are frequently displaced by new ones that are
‘inferior, the fascination of the<newtrules where there is no guidance.

J

: : ety § .
Publishers are increasing the output,with astonishing confidence, and
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Beparbment of German
Cornell Fndrersity
i | Zlﬂmgu,N.ig.
most commonly with regard for what will sell above what is of greatest
educational value. The publishers are perhaps not as much to blame as
the absence of high stagéar@gof eriticism. ‘A journal such as is planned

might serve as 3 cheﬂ%upon the flooding of the market with inferior

products.

4) The undersigned is of the opinion, that modern languags study

will increase as a result of the present gheat international crisis.

A familiarity with the languages of foreign countries creates a keener
sympathy and a readier spirit of codperation among the peoples of differ-
ent nationality. A better wnderstanding leadas to a more friendly attitude.
The foundation of a journal devoted to the interests of modern langudde

study is therefore well-timed.

Respectfully yours,

W
” ’

Professor Albert B. Faust
Cornell Uuivorsity.
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Urbana, I111.,, March 30, 1915

To the President and the Board of Trustees
of the University of Chicago.
Chicamo, T11.

Gentlemen:
Professor Starr Millard Cuttine has had the kindness

of sending me the proposed plan of a journal which is to be de-

voted to the problems of the teaching of foreign modern languages
P 2

in colleses and high schools. I have read the plan with the
beg to express herewith my hearty approv-

I shall gladly do all I can to help support

greatest interest, and I

al of the project.

such a journal the urgent nced of which has long been felt hy
The Tniversity of Chicago

teacher of foreicn lancuaces.

in my opinion, earn the gratitude of the profession by

giving its aid to the undertakine.
Yery truly yours.

(Signed) Julius Goebel

Professor Julius Goebel
University of Illinois.







Was gigmn lﬁnim’raitg
®1tn Heller, Jh. B.

;ﬁ?(;':f‘:’ A4l Bepartment of the German

Erwin Hartung, A. B. Language and Literature
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Q

Suiut Lowis,12r. 29, 1915.

=

he President and.the. Board of Trustees of the University of

Gentlemen,

I am in receipt of communication from Professor Stasrr W,

0%
Lo

Cutting containing the outline of a memorial to be presented to your

rable Body with.a view of obtaining your support for the publi-

cation of a journal devoted to the problems of teaching the foreign

modern langmages.

pro ject worthy of the subsidy that is being ask

I have earefully considered Professor Cutting's plan and an
full sympathy with it. If your Honorable Body should deem this

-
i

ed for, I shall make

it my business to bring the new publication to the attention of all

teachers of modern langunages within the sphere of my personal influ-

ence.
I believe that the University of Chicago by undertaking
this publication wonld render a service of very great value to the

edncational interests of .the middle west,

Very respectfully yours,

g N tla—

Professor Otto Heller
Washington University, St.Louis.







THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
MADISON

DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN

March 39, 1915.

To the President and the Board of Trustees of the
University of Chicago.
Gentlemen:

I have read with great pleasure and interest the memorial
laid before you by the Modern Language departments of the University

of Chicago outlining a plan for the establishment of a journal devoted

to the teaching of the Modern Foreign Languages. I beg to endorse
most heartily every word of that memorial. It in no wise over-states

the great need that existe in our profession in that direction, por
the splendid opportunity for service in the interest of higher educa-

tion in this country. I have given the matter involved considerable
attention for several years, and have gone on record as the advocate
of some such plan, buth as chairman of the Central Division of the
Modern Language Association of America and as president of the parent’
Association. I sincerely hope that your body may see its way clear to
supporting such an enterprise during the years of its ineipiency, for
I also share the view of my colleagues at Chicago that with strong
management along editorial and business lines, such a journal would
soon become indispensable to the majority of the teachers in high
school and college, and hence self supporting.

Very truly yours,
Professor A.R.Hohlfeld

University of VWiscomsin.







DEPARTMENT OF GERMAN

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

30 March, 1915.

Professor Starr Willard Cutting,
University of Chicago,

Chicago, Illinois.
My dear Mr. Cutting:

It gives me pleasure to add my
support to the paper which ydu have addressed
to the President and Board of Trustees of the
Univefsity of Chicago, relative to the found-
ing of a journal devoted to pedagogic problems
in foreign modern languages. I have long
been of opinion that our profession would_pg'

s bt S0,

greatly benefited by a high class journal of

ol Lihle

Very sincerely yours,

11;**‘*4r—17;ﬁk7'}iTLIQEZ;fzzKV

)

Professor James. T. Hatfield

JTH/MB
a Northwestern University.
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UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

THE COLLEGE
GERMANIC LANGUAGES

AND LITERATURE March 29' 1915.

To the President and Board of Trustees,
University of Chicago, Chicego, Ill.

Gentlemen:

Having heard of the proposal which your Deperiments of Romanic
end Germenic Lenguages are to lay before you for the founding of & journal
devoted to the problems of teaching foreign langueges in the colleges and
high schools, I beg to sey & word in support of the project,

It seems to me &n opportune time for launching éome such effort
in Americg/that will unite in harmonious cooperation the modern lenguage
teachers of colleges and secondary schools and lead ultimetely to the uni-
fication of conflicting methods and to the teaching of modern langueges es
living lenguages. At the present time there is an enormous waste of energy
and time both in schools and colleges in instructing in e helf-heerted way
students end pupils who neither know, nor in the majority of cases ceare,
what languege study is for,

If the University of Chicego can subsidize e periodicel that will
be eble to secure this national cooperation and at the same time wisely in-
tercept such adventurers as are prone to rush into the lime-light with new
and untried methodszéymgi;L be doing great service to American education,

I can heertily endorse the project in the form in which it has reached my at-
tention and I wish the University of Chicagoe the greatest success and at the

seme time the enduring petience necessery to meke such a periodical self-supe

porting.
Very sincerely yours,

) y
4/7'1 : OC/SV %41@{L>

University of Pennsylvania.







(Copy)

Indiana Uaiversity,
Department of German,
Bloomington, Indiana.

March 29, 1915

mo the President and the Board of Trustees
of the University of Chicago.

Gentlemen:
While differing from the memoriglists in a number of

]

more or less important particulars as to the grounds on

that it is eminently desir-

which action is asked Ffor, I wholly acree with them in
recard to the main issue, viz.
journal devoted to

able that there should be established a
of secondary instruction in Modern Languages

the interests

in the United

States.
submitted,

1 X5

o

Respectfu

(Signed) B, J. Vos,
Professor of German.

Professor Bert J. Vos
Indiana University.
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