“It is the hour of opportunity. 1 bid you speed and every success in your plan.”—]John Barton Payne, Chairman, U. S. Shipping Board
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““The most potent factor in the promotion or our Merchant Mari
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lational Marine Week
APRIL 12-17, 1920

series of Celebrations and Demonstrations to arouse the entire country
voting and investing interest in the Ameri lerchant-Marine
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under the auspices of

THE NATIONAL MARINE LEAGUE

Headquarters:

268 Pearl Street, New York
Pebruary 13, 1920.

Dr. H. P. Judson,
Chancellor of Chicego University,
Chicago, T1l1l.

My dear Dr. Judson:—

The Netional Marine Lesgue has under-
teken to accomplish that very necessary step in the
upbuilding of the Americen merchant marine - the
awakening of the people themselves to an interest in
our maritime affalrs. It 1s the inevitable conclusion
of the men who have studied the task that until the
entire country is aroused to take a voting and invest-
ing interest in our merchant marine, it will never be-
come established. :

We earnestly request your help in "National
Marine Week", April 12~17th, a series of celebrations
and demonstrations which, we hope, will effect this
result. By giving us a three to five hundred word
signed statement of your views updon the necessity of
maintaining a large and vigorous merchant marine and
your views upon what steps should be taken to do this,
you would give the cause strong support. With your per-
mission, the statement will be used in the form of a
newspaper interview for the stimulation of public dis~

cussione.

Sincerely yours,

Fo i Vi W Y

President, The National Marine League

lies in the i ing efforts of the National Marine League. You deserve the hearty support and the generous material
d ration week.”—Admiral Albert Gl )y LSV N
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By dear 3ir.
Your favor of the 13th of February was recni#ad while
I was out of the eity. ':

ent of the

I am greatly interested in thed
merchant marine of the United States. We cortainly need to
'devalep our for#isn commerce and to share in the aetive trade
interchange of the worlde. We can never do that adequately
unless under our own flage ' !

The time has come for american enterprise and American
capltal to be found on the high seas as well as along our own -

~shores. Ve ﬁ%md'%q sncourage &meriaan\aaaﬁan by making their
life on shipboard more comfortable and by reasonable inducements
in other wayse At the same time we should bear in mind that we
are competing with the commerce of the world, and that legis-
lation must not make it impossible for ship-owners to meet

such conditions. .

Legislation, therefore, should be reasonable, Ho far as
possible also I beliéve that private initiative should be trusted
under the ordinary motives of legitim#te prnfit to develop
this greatly needed industry. In other words, the nor&&ntila

marine needs not so much to be encouraged as not to be
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discouraged by governmental acts.

Very truly yours,

Mre. F: He We Ross,
The Kational Marine Lasgue,
268 Pearl B8te., New Yorke.
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