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President Harry Pratt Judson,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sir:

Supplementary to my telegram of even date I report
as follows:- I find I wannot procure a passport without a
delay of fully ninety days and hence feel it is not right for
me to come to Chicago andmake an expense bill that might be
useless.,

The facts are as follows:- As soon as I heard from

ffyou I began inquiries with reference to 2all practical details
“ of a possible journey abroad and in reference to my application

for a passport the officials report the law to be mandatory
that in my case ninety days must elapse because under rulings
which are now very strict I am not technically a ecitizen. Iy
father was a Canadian who came to the United States in 1862,
when I was only a few months old. Iiy mother was an Amerlcan.
On or about the year 1882 in order to clear title for some
property he went before the court in Chicago and took the oath
of allegiance, The clerk in my vresence told me that he had
fully complied with the then law and that nothing further was
necessary. When I apneared later for admission to the bar I
also took an oath of allegiance and was informed that I was a
full citizen of the United States. Of course the clerk was
wrong in each case but I took his word as an official in
suthority and registered as s naturalized citizen, voted,

held office and never questioned but thst I was such. Investi-
gation in Chicago shows that the clerk never even made a reord
of the oaths or sppearances,even had they been of legal value,
Hence, I must now file s petition asking for naturalization
papers supported by ‘two- witnesses and the law is mandatory
and tequires that after this not less than ninety days after
filing of the petition, during which time the Government con-
ducts a thorough examination of the statements made by the
apnlicant and his witnesses - comes the tinal hearing in court
and the granting of naturalizstion papers.

I have been to various courts and officials and men
high in the department of labor and naturalization bureaus know
of no way of evading this ninety day probation though everyone
nas done whnat they could so after fifiy-eignt years residence
in the United States and exercising in good faith my rights I
find that for ninety days I am techaicsliy a citizen of George
the Fifth., On former trips asbroad I never used a passport and
came home on an American passport issued by the Berlin Embassy.
Of course it is simply folly to attempt any jouraey abroad
without proper passport and I assume that this three months
delay in securing same negatives any usefulness I may possess
for you in this particular case.

It was very kxind of you to think of me and anything

that I can now do here in New York to assist will be most cheer-
fully 2t your service. 1 have begun proceedings to get my papers

as I mo ' longer wish to be a man without a country.
Very respec%ulj.y you

y,

o
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Junuury £8, 1920

Dear Mre. POliay:

| Your faver of the 20%h instaut is received
sonfirming your telegram. ine situation is very
whimsicale Of course there is 10 wesns of shorteniay
the ninety day periods Perhaps Wo may leave the matier

in this shape:

1f we think it best to send someons vlse at an
esrly date so &8s to secure thne adfsntasoa of the
present situation, we ghall be free to do 80e 1f, on
the athér nand, it turas out that that lis not donﬁ,
should you succeed in becoming an smerican citizen,

we can then take the matter up de novos

Yery truly yours,

i
-~

Hrs Prank J. Pollay,
56, Bast H59th 3%t
Hew York Citye : ' x

HPJ 1J¥
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Atlantic City, N. J., T
October 34, 1919.

Mr, Harry Pratt Judson,
Chicago University,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Sir:

May I ask your good offices in securing me some
employment either in an executive, legal, secretarial or
teaching capacity in any of the organizations through which
you function and have influence. I have hopes that in
the organization of the new Medical Department or in some
of the Rockefeller activities, you may be able to let me
render some service. I think I can claim some value for
my past training in law, finance and educational work,
supplemented as these have been with the opportunities I
had for research during many years abrmoad, and my knowledge
of present actual economic conditions which I gained as &
Government Staff speaker during the war in the Education
and Information Department of the United States Bureau of
Labor. I have had direct, close reactions to conditions in
all parts of our country and I do hope that now I find my-
self in need of work, that I can be usefully placed through
your kindly influence. ;

As ny library and interests are now in New
York, I much prefer to stay here if possible, though the
location of my work is of less importance at present than
the necessity for self-support. I am unmarried, quite
unattached and am willing to follow wherever the position
leads.

\ The war lost me all my European securities
upon which I had formerly lived as a retired gentleman.
My European library and the results of my work abroad was
also swept away.

ily present misfortune coming at this time of
high rents and the cost of living adds to my immediate em-
barrassment. I gave my services freely to my country during
the war and was content to live in a simple manner upon some
banking interests that I possesssd in California. These, I






Mr. Harry Pratt Judson, Page 2.

regret to say, have now been swept away through some heavy
losses due to trusted bank officials and reorganization

needs following the same. The result is that I find my-

self today changed from a position of comparative affluence
to the necessity of beginning life anew in fields not simply
of my own choosing and for cultural purposes alone, but for

a remuneration that will support me. My sad news is causing
me to leave here where I had hoped to rest and I am returning
to New York City where I earnestly ask the favor of an early
reply to my hotel at 58 East 59th Street.

I have not enough left to keép me in leisure for
more than a reasonable time. If you wish, I will willingly
come to Chicago for a consultation if you deem it best.

I am sorry to intrude a business request upon you
after so pleasant a summer spent in social intercourse, but
I am far from happy in my mind and it seems best for me to
face actual conditions like a man and begin agaln as soon
as possible. i

For the moment, please do not let lrs. Donnelley
or Naomi know of my rewerses. Iy pleasures I am willing to
share with my friends; my troubles are my own.

If you wish any information as to my previous
work, qualifications, or eguipment for any position you may
find open for me, I shall most willingly try to satisfy
you upon raquest. I feel that a life that has been spent
along right lines may yet be useful in some way to your
organizations.

The question of compensation or position is entirely
with you. I &8k only to be self-supporting in some useful
occupation where I may continue to live in some way not quite
inconsistent with my former life.

Will you give my compliments to lrs. Judson and
add that I am not so full of jokes today as I was in Gloucéster,
but that I have confidence and am sustained by the hope that
through your kindly interest I may soon feel better than I
do how.

Very sincerely youff,

"Namwk /}(‘ﬁ” ‘
L
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