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DR. ABBOTT MUST BELIEVE IN ALL THE

MIRACLES OR NONE.

Dr. Lyman Abbott’s somewliat jocular
treatment of the Biblical account of Jonah
and the whale has brought upon him the
censure of clergymen and religious asso-
ciatigns who accept the orthodox teach-
ing %to the infallibility of the scriptures.
It is
Abbot
liever. |

The I&.\'. Dr. Remensnyder, the pastor
of a TLutheran church in Madison avenue,
put the case this way last Sunday, that if
the story of Jonah and the whale is to be
treated as a ficticious narrative, simply
because it defies the laws of nature, the
whole foundation of the Christian belief
must be swept away for the same reason.
How is it possible to escape from these
conclusions of the Lutheran clergyman:

If we reject Jonah, what about the
parting of the Red Sea, the fall of manna
in the wilderness, the sun standing still,
the fall of Jericho when Joshua blew his
horn? Not only this, but what shall we
do with the miracles recorded of our
Lord, and, indeed, what becomes of that
crowning miracle of miracles, most mo-
mentous and incredible of them all—the
death and glorious resurrection of Christ?
How is the story of Jonah more difficult
to believe than any or all of the others?
We must accept or reject them asa whole.
[Including the Garden of Eden story, with
the serpent tempting Eve and the con-
signment of the great bulk of the human
race to hell as a consequence of Eve’s
curiosity. |

gserved censure, too, so long as Dr.
% professes to be a Christian be-

Chicago Tribune,
Lebruary 4, 1897.
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WA VCHICAGE  TEERUNE,
January 21, 1890 :

“BROTHER MooDY, by virtue of his earnest-
ness, his faith, and his literal acceptation of the
Scriptures, has once more distracted his breth-
ren in the pulpit. The result is that they do not
agree with the views which he expressed Sunday
last as to the resurrection of the body and the
second coming of Christ. They have studied
into the subject, and find chemical and physical
and physiological obstacles in the way of a bodily
resurrection after the component parts of the
body, which are mostly gases and water, have
been dissipated by natural processes and gone
off into vapor and been taken up in vegetation
and absorbed in other animals. They realize
the difficulty there will be in finding and
identifying the particles—a condition which
is made all the more involved since every seven
years or so we are clothed with a new body.
Equally so with the doctrine of the second com-
ing. They, or the most of them, cannot take the
Scriptures literally, as Mr. Moody does, and
hence they speculate in various ways as to their
meaning on this point. The moral of the whole

matter is that there is danger in departing from

the literal meanings, for once out of moorings
there is no telling where a man may bring up.

Brother Moody is firmly anchored among his
Bible texts, accepts them literally, and thus

gains added grace and enthusiasm. He has
nothing to explain.”

Strange, indeed, that a purely secular newspaper
should exhibit and manifest a keener and higher ap-
preciation of the necessity and importance of absolute
faith in the infallibility of the Bible as the Word of
God than many of its so-called expounders.







HEBER NEWTON’S HERESY.

The Rev. Dr. R. Heber Newton, of All
Souls’ Episcopal Church, New York City,
Sunday last preached a sermon which is
likely to elicit severe criticism if not to
secure his presentment before the church
authorities for heresy. Dr. Newton based
his sermon on the text from the third verse
of the first chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles, ““To whom also he showed him-
self alive after his passion by many in-
fallible proofs.”’
of the resurrection

In discussing the doctrine
Dr. Newton conceded
that the church understands by it a physical
resurrection and that the people and his
disciples at the time believed it also, but he
takes issue with the church and with the
apostles, declaring that he cannot accept the
testimony of the latter particularly, as no
one saw him ‘‘rising from the tomb and
passing forth in the same identical form of
his earthly body.” He takes issue even with
the doubting Thomas and intimates that he
may have misunderstood what was said to
him and misreported it. In a very realistic
way he affirms that our bodies cannot appear
and disappear and go through closed doors.
In a word, it is Dr. Newton’s belief that the
resurrection of Jesus Christ does not mean
the resurrection of the physical body. In
his own language, he believes ‘‘that the
spirit of Jesus in the spiritnal body, which is
the house of the living after death, appeared
to the disciples and made the reality of his
combined life indisputable to them and thus
gave them that faith in the power of which
they started forth to conquer the world.”
Thus it will be seen that Dr. Newton
makes a sharp and clear issue with the
church, the apostles, and those who were
living at the time of Christ’s death. The
despair of his position, however, is the
absence of proof. If it cannot be proved that
the physical body was resurrected, if the

apostles and Thomas are not to l)'el)eﬁey'éd‘
though they were contemporaneous withthe—~
occurrence, how can Dr. Newton prove that
it was the spiritual body that rose and how
does he account for the disappearance of the
physical body? If the apostles and the
doubting Thomas are not to be believed what
more powerful inducements are there for be.
lieving the doubting New York doctor? Is
he not as liable, is he not more liable, to be
mistaken centuries away from the occurrence
than those who were there at the time? Un-
doubtedly there will be much discussion
over this vexed question, and if Dr. Newton
is brought up for heresy there will be long
and learned statemeunts by the theologians.
But after all is said and done, how much
better off shall we be, since it will only be a
discussion in which nothing that is advanced
can be proven? The moral of all this is that

it is better to let the established beliefs alone.
Interference with them is dzmgerou; to the
whole scheme of Christianity; so d:irﬁgerou;,
indeed, that Dr. Newton will probably find
himself in very hot water and will have to go
outside the church if he sticks to his positibu,
which he cannot prove. The dllly safe

course is to stand by the texts and the

beliefs based upon them until absolute proof

is found that they are incorrect. Dr. New-

ton thinks that if the physical resurrection is
insisted upon the whole significance of the
record is thrown away. But he apparently

does not stop to think that if he insists upon

the spiritual resurrection only he throws

away the record itself. He is on dangerous

ground. If the church wishes to preserve

Christianity it must preserve the record in-

tact. It cannot afford to let any part of it go.

FEditorial, Chicago Tribune,

April 24, 1895.







Ceearva AU wwo QEULIA WE SAY No.

¢ The FEducational Gazette explains how Mr.
John D. Rockefeller recently came to give the
University of Chicagd ten million dollars addi-
tional to the eight millions he had previously
given. The pnrpose from the first was that the
University Endowment should be twenty million
dollars, which' would giveit an annual income of
$1,200,000. But asthe present endowment is only
thirteen millions, it was found py an expert ex-
amination of the Univereity accounts that it was
ranning ahead of its income by about $250.000
per year. Discouraged b?r this showing, and not
seeing how it was Fossib e for him to carry out
his plans, President Harper is said to have offered
his resignation; whereupon Mr. Rockefeller in-
creased the endowment by the magnificent gift
of another ten millions, and President Harper

| continues."—DBapiist Outlook,

that Mr. Rockefeller has promised to give
that ten million additional. But how-
ever that may be, itappears to us that he
lost the opportunity of his life if he had
such a good chance to rid the University
of Dr. Harper. The Baptist denomina-
tion could well afford to do without $10,-
000,000 rather than have Dr. Harper at
the head of an institution that was intend-
ed to be Baptist but is not Baptist at all.

We believe the correct statement is‘



‘“If any one among you do err from the
truth!” Truth is the purest, the most
powerful, the most endyring thing in the
world. Truth makes God to be God, and
when Jesus came into the world, the no-
blest name that Heaven could give Him
was to call Him the Truth. All the wrongs
in the universe begin by a wandering
from the truth. Al sin is departure from
the truth. The talk of those who say it
matters not what a man believes is vapid
and founded on ignorance. Itis like say-
ing, No matter what disease a man has,
so long as he has health. The outward
life of a man is the product of his charac-
ter, and his character is largely the pro-
duct of his creed. If you wish to see what
creed can do, study the history of those
who have laid munch stress upon Calvin-
ism. They are the sturdiest religious peo-
ple in the world.

All backsliding is erring from the truth.
Error of creed is likely to be followed by
error of conduct. Errorsin doctrine bring
serious results. The libertine in creed is
very apt to be alibertine in conduct. The
so-called moral men often tell us that doe-
trine is nothing. You will notice that
thasa men nevar hanama walicsians  Ramg
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1t is understood that the University

of Chicago now huas an endowment
fund amounting to $23,000,000. Up
to recently it “was only $13,000,000.
This sim was found inadequate and
the university was running in debt at
the rate of $250,000 a year. Dr. Har-
per was threatening to resign because

cramped for means with which to |

carry out his plans. ‘He seems to have
the millionaire, Mr. Rockfeller, com-
pletely hypnotized, and the result of
the proposed resignation was that Mr.
‘Rockefel]er said, ‘‘Here is the needed
lamount—%$10,000,000 more. Why Mr.
Rockefeller, who has been reported as
old fashioned Baptist, wants to pile
up money to be used for the subver-
sion of the old faith, a great many
people cannot understand.
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1Y, MARCH, 2, 1897.

| something seems to be lacking. Perhaps, how-
ever, if Mr. Rockefeller does not grow weary
in well doing, he will yet make the university
all that he hias hoped to see it.
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The University of Chicago, which was found
ed by John D. Rockeieller. is in trouble again,
or at least has been, and strangely enough the
difficulty with this most richly endowed of all
educational institutions has this time been of
a tinanecial character. It is stated that Presi-
dent Harper has threatened to resign for the
reason that after a careful and sufficient ex-
periment he has found himself incapable of
running on $500,000 a year an institution that
was planned for a budget of $1,250,000. The
reassuring staternent is made that its sponsor

has agreed to double his several endowments, |

amounting in all to $8,000,000, which with

other gifts have brought the resources of the |

university up to $13,000,000, and if that
is true, it will have the tidy little sum
of over $20,000,000 with which to do
business. The institution enjoys the spe-
cial favor of Mr. Rockefeller, who is a
pretty substantial backer where he chooses to
be, and no other person would so deeply de-
plore the failure of this enterprise as he. Yet
he will doubtless continue to find it different
from any other venture with whieh his colossal
successes have been associated. Universities
are like men and women and newspapers and
Topsy—they grow. No matter how copiously
the vital principle is poured into them, they
can orly be forced at a moderate rate, and
when they undertake to step, Minerva-like,

full panoplied into the arona of the higher |
education, they generally find that they have |

forgotten something. The Chicago faculty is
composed of successful educators in other ingti-
tutions, and the equipment is admirable; still,
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v anerery as It regards the Cullls Home of
this ecity. I think it is needed for institu-
tions throughout the State.”

Dr. Charles F. Withington of the Harvard
Medical School sald, in respor e to a ques-
tion, that in the case of a smallpox hospital
carefully conducted and a consumptives’
nome that was not carefully conducted the
danger to the health of the surrounding dis-
trict would be greater from the consump-
tives’ home. He thought the bill was defi-
cient in failing to require some system of in-
spection and control of consumptives’ homes
and similar institutions after they have
been once established. Dr. Withington
lives near the Cullis Home, and Dr. F. W.
Lyons, who also favored the bill, lives near
the Free Home for Consumptives.

TO IMPROVE TOWN SCHOOLS.
Arguments Given in Favor of a State Tax,
the Proceeds of Which Shall Be Appor-
tioned According to Atteadance in Towns.

The Committee on Education heard the
arguments of the petitioners on the hill
which provides that the State shall annu-
ally appropriate and distribute to the citles
and towns of the Commonwealth, to be used
for the support of public schoocls only, the
proceeds of a tax levied upon all taxable
property Iin the Commonwealth at the rate
of one mill on the dollar. The proceeds are
to be apportioned to the several cities and
towns in proportion to the average attend-
ance of pupils in the public schools for the
year preceding the apportionment.

The case of the petitioners was opened
and conducted by J. W. McDonazald, agent of
the State Board of Education, who gave
statistics in regard to the valuation of prop-
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MOUNT MORRIS BAPTIST CHURCH, W. C. MWitting, anro]z#
Fifth Avenue, between 126th and 127th Streets. 50 8 27 8ast 127th Stzeet.

. ' Hew Yoil, May 4th . /Sq" ‘,
a‘nd,wcebéng’ ;{,awLL a/ i R : @% :. |

Dear Dr. Harper: o

I cut the enclosed clipping from the kvening World yesterday, and t.

it would interest you as a cartoon.

Please to hand the enclosed check to the proper person.

A& letter from the secretary of the Southern Baptist Conveation, in ¢
to one mailed Saturday afternoon/announoing the change in the meeting of the kd
tion Society, shows some sensitiveness. 1 wrote that owing to “the inability 7
nec@ssary arrangements for its meeting %0” He objects to the word “necessary”
asks to be permitted to say “timely and satisfactory”. I granted the permissioJ
expressed satisfaction with the word “satisfactory”, and told him to use “timeq
if he wished, though I could not see 1ts exaoct contribution to the meaning of t}
sentence. Morehouse is too sick to be seen on such a trifle. B8o I have seni’ﬂ
letter, and kept a copy. L told them that the bare fact that they knew more tha
year ago that we would meet ibth the Convention should have secured for us a pl
worthy of the Society wh@bhrhas helped 1nstitutions in all sections, and is com

bk , : , 4
of such men as ours. sThe letter was PEKSCONAL, and not official.
3 5}" \‘

B
e W ¥ , N AL \ ) 2
by Erquﬁed has promised me slides of the “lIsrael tablet”. Do not 1
\
him forget to sgj%'ﬁt this week if ne can.

v
s Yours Sincerely,

AV i %

.






\/‘ Maroh 24th, 1900,

My dear Mr. Pérker: Vv

J do not know what you could have said to the
newsboye that has produced the result which seers to have come, I
am reported in the papers as having prohibited the sale of any news-
papers on the University grounds, I should bte glad to have you
rectify this at once, Yo object ion has been made to the selling of
newspapers on the grounds, The ohj ect ion was to the noice and
rowdiness of the boys and te their crowding into Cobb Hall, T4
wag not neceseary for vyou to send the bovs off; simply give.them Y
place te stand and let them behave themselves,

Very truly yours,







The Jniversily of Chicago
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