DoOopD, MATHENY, WHAM & EDMUNDS

LAW OFFICES

TELEPHONE DEARBORN 8240
WALTER F.DODD IOBWEST MONROE STREET .
W.R. MATHENY

BENJAMIN WHAM CHICAGO
PALMER D.EDMUNDS

March 31, 1933

Mr, Wallace Heckman

Counsel and Business Manager
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Sir:

I submit below answers to the questions raised
by you:

1, Amendment of Charter. Power to amend the chnarter,
or articles of incorporation, appears clear, and this power
applies to all provisions, including those as to qualific-
ations of trustees and president... In order to amend, the
following steps should be taken:

(a) Adopt a rule by amendment to the by-laws, pre-
scribing the method of change; .

(b) Adopt the change in the method so prescribed;

(6) File a certificate tnereof in the ofiice of
the secretary of state, and record such certificate in the
office of the recorder of deeds, the certificate to be ver-
ijfied by the oath of the president and under the seal of the
corporation.

. Constitutionality of present provision. I have no
doubt of the validity of tne present charter qualifications.
Article II, section 3 of the constitution of 1870 is in no
way violated, and those who drew tnhe charter had both the
constitutional and legal power to impose such qualificagioms.

5, Effect of possible amendments on property rights. The
present restriction is valid, and the power to change it by
amending the charter is undoubted. The important issue is
that as to the effect of such a change upon property.

The specific question presented to me is that as to
the deed of the American Baptist Education Society to the Univ-
ersity of Chicago, bearing date of August 34, 1891. This deed
containe several conditions of whicn the following is here
important:
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"and upon the further express condition
that the requirements, as set forth in the
charter of the sald party of the second part,
that the President and two-thirds of the Board
of Trustees of the same shall be members of
regular Baptist Churches, shall be at all
times complied with, and, in the event of the
breach of any of these conditions, the title
to the said premises shall revert to the said
party of the first part or its successor."

' This deed was from the American Baptist Education
Society, incorporated under a special act of the New York
legislature in 1889. By a special act of 1930, amending

this special act of 1889, the members of the American Baptist
Education Society were made a body corporate under the name

of "The Board of Education of the Northern Baptist Convention".
The same act before its amendhent was the legal basis for the
corporation known as the Education Society, and after its amend-
ment was the legal basis for the corporation known as the "Board
of kducation.® The one ceased to exist when the other was
created. It will be noted that the amending act became law

on April 37, 193C, and took effect immediately. Apparently
after that date there was no charter of the Society and there
were no members to censtitute it.

But it will be noted that the deed says that "in the
event of the breach of any of these conditions, the title to
the said premises shall revert tc tne said party of the first
part or its successcrs." It cannot be doubted that the Board
ie the successor of the Society, for it was created out of the
members of the Society, by means of a legislative amendment of
the charter of the Socciety, and much of the charter itself is
substantially unchanged. The Society after this change appears
to have completely disappeared so far as legal exietence is con-
cerned, and has no capacity to reconstitute itself for the
purpose of claiming property. Upon the effort of a religious
organization to reconstitute itself, see Miller v. Riddle, 237
I11. 53 (1907).

It is my opinion that the reversion is in the Board of
Education as the successor to the Society. It is well established
that a condition subsequent such as that in this deed may be
waived, and that the estate abides in the grantee unless and
until it is terminated by the action of the grantor or his heizs.
(Mott v. Danville Seminary, 139 I1l. 403, 415 (1889).

Transfers of reversions are not looked upon with faver.
It is possible, therefore, that the dissolution of the Society
and its replacement by the Board did not transfer the reversion
to the Beoard as its successor. If tkis should be the case, a
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poseibility of reverter will have vested in the original
donors, and thie interest in them cannot be alienated
although it descends to heirs. (Dees v. Cheuvronts,340
111, 486 (1909)). Although this view ie possible, it
is still my judgment that the reversion is now in the
Board of Education.

The statements in this letter are based upon such
investigation as I have been able to make since you spoke
to me day before yesterday. So far as possible, they sum
up the law of Illinois, but I should like to think over
the whole matter more deliberately before final action is
taken,

Very truly yours,

WFD:L
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The Wniversity of Chicago

Office of the Coungel and JBusiness Manager

ROOM 1204, 134 SOUTH LASALLE ST.
TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 214

APRIL NINTH
29 e 0

President E. D. Burton
The University of Chicago

Iy dear Dr. Burton:

I am sending with this a copy of the deed
from Marshall Field and wife to The American Bap-
tist Education Society for the South half (S %) of
Lot Two (2) in Block Seven (7); block seven being
the Southwest Quarter (SW%) of the Main Quadrangle;
and the South half (S ) of Lot Two (2) being the
South half (S3) of the Northwest Quarter of the
llain Quadrangle. Also, deed of Block Three (3)
and the North half (N) of Block Two (2). Bloeck
Three (3) is the Northeast Quarter of the Main Quad-
rangle, and the North half (N%) of Block Two (2) is
the North half (N) of the Northwest Quarter (WW:)
of the Main Quadrangle.

The latter deed, you will notice, contains
a condition that for a period of One Hundred Years
from this date the property should be exclusively
used for eductational purposes, as the site of the
College or University.

In order to bc certain as to the form of
the waivers, I am asking Mr. Dickerson to send you a
copy of one of them from the file of waivers.

Yours very truly,

7
v
WH: HF W\’% :‘{C’é&'{x' LA '!‘.d\
%






The Wniversity of Chicago
e

AT Rl
Office of the Counsel and JBusiness Manager 6" e ALY
ROOM 1204, 134 SOUTH LASALLE ST.

TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 214 Apri 1 Twelve
19 23

Dr. E, D. Burton, President,
The University of Chicago,
Chicago, Illinois,

My dear Dr, Burton:

Referring to your inquiry of
Epril 9th, it is correet that Senator Parker
Judge Baldwin and m%self urged early action fest
the American Baptis Education Soclety might go
cut of existence and there be no one who wonld
have authority to release the University from
the conditions imposed by the charter and deed,

You will notice that Mr, Dodd
in the last two paragraphs of his opinion was not
gsatisfied that he had exhausted the subjeet, I
am sending with this a copy of a note I am writing
‘him on that subject.

Yes, it 1s clear that the Uni~-
versity can revise its Articles of Incorporation
and is bound, if at all, to its present form only
morally in the event some subseriber made a sube
gseription relying upon the inchangeability of the
charter, The reversionary clause is the impediment,

Very truly yours,

WH:AG ‘
Enc, /{/}\@L‘&c \%’A- ({M"\,
u‘f?






April Thirteen
A 9 g 3

Mr. Walter P. Dodd,
106 W. NMonroe St.,
Chicago, Ill.

Doiﬂr ¥r. Dodd:

Referring to your faver of the 3lst,
while we heve the matter up perhaps it would be well
for you now to satisfy yourself whether the American
Baptist BEdugstion Soeclety and the Board of Education
of the Northern Baptist Convention &re one ldentical
corporation or whether they are two distinct and
separate corporstions one of which ceased to exist
upon the organization of the otherj and if they are not
one identical corporation with merely & change of name,
in that event what would begome of the legal title in
the event of a forfeiture, the precise question pro-
bably being: can there be & forfeiture and reversion
without & person or gorporeation in existence to de-
clare the forfeiture and to claim the reversion?

Alsc the further question: singe the
title is to revert to the Amerigan Baptist Education
Soclety "or its successors” if it should now mgke a
deed sliminating the clauses es to the presidency of
the Uriversity and reducing the proportion of trus-
tees who must te Baptists from two-thirds to a ma jor-
ity would that deed protect the University if, sub=-
geguent te that conveyance and prior to the act of
the institution changing its Articles of Incorpor-
ation, the title should prss te another sugcessor?
If not, would a contragt by the Board of Education of
the Northern Baptist Bonvention to convey,in the event _.
of a technical breach of the condition, proteet the |
University? Of course where a reversiom is to a grantor ‘
or his heirs the heirs at sny partioular date cannot

. make contract which shall bind those who are the helirs
~ at the date of the breach of the conditlion,

Very truly yours,

WHIAG






“ The Wniversity of Chicago ‘:D

Office of the Counsel and JBusiness Manager

ROOM 1204, 134 SOUTH LASALLE ST.
TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 214

April Two
19 e o

The Board of Education of
The Northern Baptist Convention:

The educational plan adopted by your Board and
by the Denomination is inspiring. What is here proposed is,
in our judgment, in line with it and in the direction of
increasing its usefulness and importance. The purpose is
the same as that declared by The American Baptist Education
soclety when the University was organized: "The University
is to be conducted in a spirit of the widest liberality,
seeking thus to secure the sympathy and co-operation of all
public spirited men." At that time the donors had in mind a
College with total funds of a million or two millions of
dollars. It has developed into a University of high rank
with close to sixty millions of dollars worth of property and
with the work before it of completing its organization for
higher education in its several departments involving a sub-
stantial addition to that amount. It has a student attendance
of twelve thousand; a Divinity School attendance of five hun-
dred, ninety-nine of whom are Baptists.

For the benefit of the cause of education generally
and in the interest of the entire liiddle West, it ought to be
free to become the educational center of that iarge territory
commanded by its situation and which depends upon it for edu-
cational advancement. In addition, it is an adequate basis
and foundation for all of the sSchools and Colleges comprising
the Educational Plan of the Denomination.

The denominational interests are adequately pro=-
técted in the fract that the Baptist Theological Union nomin-
ates the members of the Divinity Faculty, and a Baptist maj=
ority of the Board of Trustees will sufficiently guaranty the
moral and spiritual direction of the institution for which the
denomination has responsibility. That relationship will not
be disturbed by the change here proposed.

The original founders of the University view the
proposal in question with uniform favor. We ask ieave to sube
mit with this the waiver and ietter of lir. Rockefeller, and a
list of Donors who have executed waivers in the Form attached

to the list. We submit also, the form of subscriptions made
for the original gifts.






Changes proposed:

A, Omit the provision that the President of the
University shall be a Baptist,.

It is not probable that any denomination could
provide perpetually the strongest, ablest, best equipped
man for the Headship of such an institution.

The experience and histeory of the great commer-
cial and industrial concerns demonstrate the difficulty of
securing great administrative ability done. The salaries
paid to Presidents of these great organizations are evi-
dence of the rareness of this single quality. In addition
to this qualification, the Headship of an institution of
the rank of which this promises to be, requires other
equally or more important qualifications, difficult to find
in conjunction with it. &Lven with this freedom of choice
the selection of out-standing men for the Headships of
smaller institutions has been difficulte.

B. That the proportion of Baptists required on the
Board of Trustees be changed from two-thirds to
a majority.

Experience has demonstrated that the amount and
continuity of the/Work of the Trustees is such that they
must be almost exclusively local men. It would be distincte-
ly advantageous if a few more of the able alumni and great
bonors to the University who do not happen to be Baptists
could be elected to the Board. The former are deeply
attached to their Alma Mater, and the latter have demon-
strated their interest by substantial support.

Non-Baptists have contributed $18,406,801 to
the University. Ir. A. C. Bartlett, of Hibbard, Spencer &
Bartlett contributed {154,795, and was for twenty years a
most able and valuable Chairman of the Finance Committee.
Charles L. Hutchinson contributed §$72,813.25 and has been
for thirty years Treasurer. Julius Hosenwald contributed
$976,607434 and has been for ten years a Trustee of great
value upon the Board and assiduous and able in Committee
work. Ilartin A. Ryerson contributed $834,788.19 and was
gor thirty years a most able and vigilantly efficient
President of the Board of Trustees. It would be of advan-
tage if the University could secure the same kind and
quality of service from other non-Baptist Donors and alumni.

Vie beg leave to submit for your information:
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Articles of Ineorporation of the University.

copy of deed from the American Baptist Edu-
cation Society to The University of Chicago.

Resolution adopted by the Executive Committee
of the Board of lianagers.

Communication from the Board of lianagers to
the Board of Trustees of the University.

A deed to the West one-half (W5) and the Northeast
one-quarter (NE}) of the original Quadrangle of the
Universitygwill be required to effectuate these
”changes.

Respectfully,

el
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April 30, 1923.

My dear !rg Gatess~

Accept my thanks for your letter and telegram
of April 13th. Ve are, of course, conforming whoily to
your reguest in the matter. ¥hat you wrote in these two
letters was very illuminating and helpful, but I cam guite
understand your wish respecting the use of them mow, Ve,
of course, have no thought of publishing them. Ve were
only considering nimﬁographi#g them for use of the two
committees.

The whole case of_tho Univornify is now taking
shape for pros@ntation at Atlantic Cityes Whether it will
actually be bdrough: up will be dotermlnod‘at a meeting
to be held lnh!ov York on May 8th. I am sure you will be
interested to see the shape which the matter has now takenm
and I shall forward you soom & copy of the pamphlet which
we are preparinge

Very truly yours,

# |

Pr. F. Te 3830‘,

66 Se m&ﬂiﬁ AV@ ey
Yontolairy, Ve Je
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Minutes of Conference at Cleveland, Ohio

April 3, 1923

Abtetamus Shfriid

The Committee of the Board of Education on Con-
ference with the University of Chicago, met with a com-
mittee from the Board of Trustecs of the University of
Chicago, in all-day conference at the Hotel Cleveland,
Cleveland, OChio, on April 3, 1923. There were prescnt
from the Board of Education's Committee, President C.A.
Barbour, Dr, H,F, Stilwell, President C.,W, Chamberlain,
Dr. F.E, Taylor and Mr. E,.H, Rhodes (represcnting Mr,
C.S. Shank). The Board of the University of Chicago was
rcpresented by Mr, C,R. Holden, Acting President E.D.
Burton, and Rev, C.W. Gilkey. Dr. C.A. Barbour was
elected Chairman of the conference and Wr. Gilkey sce-
retary. Prayer was offered by Dr. Stilwell.

At the chairman's request, Dr., Burton reviewcd
the history of previous confercnces between the Board of
Aducation's Committee and the Board of the University of
Chicago, covering several years,

Mr. Holden, speaking for the University, then
prescnted the matters for present @iscussion. He offered
copies of the Articles of Incorporation of the University
(Appendix A attached) commonly though inaccuratcly called
its charter; and of the deed to part of the University's

prcsent site (Appendix B attached). He laid emphasis on

the fact that every member of both committees is a Baptist,

and that all parties understand that the Board of Educa-

M i i >






-2-

tion's Committee is in this matter a trustce of denomira-
tional interests and responsibilities which it must care-
fully conserve,

Dr. Barbour called the attention of the confer-
ence to the vote of the Northern Baptist Convention at
Minneapo;is in 1916, instructing the then existing Com-
mitteg of the Convention known as the Doard of Education,
to refer all proposals affecting the denominational con-
trol of educational institutions back to the Convention
itself for final action.

Mr. Holden pointed out that by the laws of
Illinois articles of incorporation in that state cannot
he permancntly unaltcrable.

Dr. Burton rcmarked that it is therefore the
University's historical relation to the denomination and
the deed to its land, rather than its articles of incor-
poration, that are the significant factors in the situa=
tion.

My, Holden then read a letter from Dr, F.T.
Gates to Dr. T.W. Goodspeed dated March 6, 1914 (Appendix
C attached) = prefacing the reading with the explicit
statement that the Board of Trustces of the University does
not hold all the positions sct forth in this letter, and
that the very large majority of the Board does not wish
to scver its prescent close connecction with the Baptist
denomination and is not asking for the complete independ-

ence which Dr. Gatcs advocates in this letter. This at-
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titude of the University Board was further»emphasized
by explicit questions of Dr. Barbour on this point,
answered by both Dr. Burton and 1fr. Gilkey.

Mr. Holden then presented informally the ex-
perience of the University on two of its fundamental
charter provisions, as it has becomc even more evident
since Dr. Gates'letter was written in 1914: namely =

1,The requircment that two-thirds of the Board of
Trustees shall be Baptists,

The Board is, with few exceptions, composed of
residents of Chicago and vicinity, mcets each month for a *
prolonged session, and carries on a large part of its work
through sub-committees which meet frequently. The minutes
of the last Board meeting cover 56 pages. 1t is thus a
very active and responsible Board. Its scven non-Baptist
members have knitted it cleose to the life of Chicago,
and have been among its most liberal donors. Over .
$18, 000,000 has alrcady been given to the University by
non-Baptist donors. The alumni of the University, which
is now thirty years old, are just coming to the point
where they desire, and should receive, a larger repre-
sentation on the Board. The limitation in the charter of
non-Baptist members to one-third the memb ership of the
Board, makes it difficult to secure a sufficient reprc-
sentation of both citizens of Chicago and alumni of the
University, whoc ought from every other point of view to
be more largcly rcprescnted, The Board does not desire to
abrogate denominational control; but suggests, in the
light of years of experience, that the two-thirds propor-
tion of Baptist trustees be reduced to a majority, and
that this recduction be accompanied by corresponding
changes in the deed,

Dr. Barbour asked whether this suggestion is in
line with the opinion of the large majority of the Board,
and whether the desire for complete independence expressed
in Dr., Gates' lectter is diminishing or increasing in the
Board, Mr, Holden and Dr. Burton (the latter outlining
Judge Baldwin's later opinion on this point, together

with recent full discussions in the Board to the same
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effect) emphasized the fact that the Board does not seck
absolute emancipation; though Mr, Holden pointed out that
many of the waivers already sccured by the University from

its donors are of necessity absolute.
2. The restriction on the presidency of the University.

It has become more and more evident that this in-
creasingly important office should be filled on the basis
of ability rather than of denominational affiliation. The
high standing of the Faculty, as well as the heavy responsi-~
bilities of the administration of the University, make it
unfortunate to restrict so seriously the ficld of choice
for a position of first magnitude in the educational world.

Dr. Burton emphasizcd this point in the light of
the vain search of the Board, covering more than a year
past,for a qualified Baptist who could be secured for a
long term in the presidency; and pointed out that while
the Baptist denomination perhaps possesscs at least as
many such qualified candidates as any other single denomi-
nation, the restriction of the field to anx one denomina-
tion creates a serious difficulty for the Yniversity.

, My, Gilkey spoke of the great difficulty which
other large universities have reccntly found in securing
gualified presidents even with no restriction in the field
of choiceé - a difficulty which our own limitation mevercly
accentuates,

Dr. Burton spoke of four great opportunitiecs with
which the University must deal in the ncar future, any one
of whiech ealls for the lcadership of a specially qgualified
expert, and all of which together require in the President
a combination of qualities exceedingly rare; the medical
devclopment, the field for research, the study of educa-
tion itsclf, and the devclopment of a ncw type of collcge
within a metropolitan ugiversity.

Mr. Holden added as a fifth great opportunity
the study of business administration.

Dr. Barbour pointcd out that the rumoval of this
restriction on the presidency is a more difficult problem
from every point of view than the reduction in the pro-
portion of Baptist trustecs,
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Mr. Holden then prescnted an informal and tenta-
tive statemcnt of the desires of the University (Appendix
D attached), emphasizing the point that this statcment
was prcparcd as a basis for discussion between the two
Committees, rather than as a precise memorial. In con-
nection withlparagraph 3, the contractual relations be-
tween the Baptist Thcological Union and the University of
Chicago were explained in detail by My, Holden and Dr.
Burton, The action of the Northern Baptist Convention at
Minneapolis in 1916 (Appendix E aﬁtachgd) and the resolu-
tion of the Executive Committee of the Board of Managers
of the American Baptist Education Society, dated September
27, 1916 (Appendix F attached) were then read,

Mr, Holdenthen read waivers by Mr, John D.
Rockefeller Sr. dated February 24, 1909 (Appendix G at-
taphcd) and by other donors original and later, whose
gifts aggregated $303,393 (Appendix H attached), The
guestion pf the exact proportion, which has been thus
waived, of the original $400,000 contributed by various
donors to complete the first $1,000,000 could not be an-
swered by any one present.

My, Rhodes raised the question of the original
purposcs referred to in the deed to part of the University's
site as having becn stipulated in its gift to the American
Baptist BEducation Society; and it was agrced that this

point should be cleared up by the University.
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Dr. Taylor pointed out that the question of waivers
is the University's responsibility and not a proper subject
for discussion in this conferecnce,

A second waiver by lr. John D. Rockefeller,Sr.,
dated Yarch 7, 1923 (Appendix I attached) was thenread.

The original forms of subscription to the first 1,000,000
datcd June 20, 1889 (Appendix J attached) were exhibited;
and it was pointed out that the present charter restric~
tions were neither included in this form, nor in any other
document then in existence. A letter from Dr. F.T. Gates
to Mr. John D, Rockefeller, Jr., datcd “arch 10, 1914
(Appendix K attached) was also read, stating that Judge
Bailey of the Supreme Court of Illinois had first suggested
thesc restrictions as a mcethod of sccuring Baptist control
of the institution,

Mr. Holden gave assurance that the situation as
to both waivers and deeds should later be made specific
end complete.

Mr. Holden and Mr, Rhodes agrced that the proposed
action is not affectcd by the prescnce or absence of waivers
among the donors to the original §$1,000,000, since there
was no specification of any restriction as to trustees or
presidency in the original form of pledge. They also
agreed that thp rcmoval of these rcestrictions by consent
of the Board of Education would in no way prejudice any
rights, real or supposed, of individual donors to that

fund., It was agrced that the University should submit
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informatioq as to later subspriptions, whiich might have
been made in consideratiorn of the charter restrictioms,
It was also pointed out that waivers from original donors
were less significant than from later donors, since the
former could not have based thcir‘gifts on the charter
restrictions whereas thc_lattcr may have done so.

In answcr to Dr. Stilwell's question as to
the moral responsibility involved in the situation, Dr.
Burton pointed out that to sever all denpminational re-
lations might transgress the intention of tihe original
donors; but that they do not prescribe thelmethod and
extent of this relationship, which was lcft to the
discrction of the American Baptist Education Society.

The points raised in a letter from My, Shank
explaining'his.inability to attend the confercnce, were
then reviewed in detail by Dr, Barbour. It was unani-
mously agreed by both Committecs that the minutes of this
discussion, after review by the meeting, would be a suf=-
ficient report of its proceedings, since it is a prelimi-
nary and_informal confercnce., Dr, Barbour gave it as his
opinion that all points raised in the letter had either
becn covered or were in process of bging covered; and
to this the Committec of the Board of Education agreed.
The sccretary's minutes to this point were then read,
amended, and approved, and the confercnce adjourned for

lunch.
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The conference re-asscmbled at 2:00 P.M,
Prayer was offercd by Dr. Burton.

Dr. Barbour then raised the whole question of
the advisability of bringing the proposal before the
Northern Baptist Convention at this time:; pointing out
that it would be much casier to secure a reduction in
the proportion of Baptist trustees, than a rcmoval of
the Baptist qualification for the presidency; and saying
that there had been general hope that the coming Northern
Baptist Convention at Atlantic City might be a non-
controversial gathering.

Ur, Holden suggested that a non-Baptist presi-
dent of the University might conceivably lecave the
Divinity School of the University freer from theological
partisanships and controversics than might otherwise be
the case,

Dr, Stilwell suggested the possibility of pro-
tecting the presidency by the requirement that he be a
member of an evangelical church; he favered adjustment
as to the proportion of trustees by the enlargement of
the Board to admit a quantitatively increascd minority
rather than by a reduction of ratio; he feared the effect
of renewed controversy within the denomination at Juat
this time,

Mr, Gilkey pointed out that there were considera-
tions involved in the necessity of securing a successor to
Dr. Burton not more than three years hence, which, from
the University's point of wview, make carly consideration
of the matter desirable though admittedly difficult.

Dr. Taylor favored an adjustment as to the
trustees, but was not clear on the presidential issue, and
somewhat fearful of the possible results of its discussion
in the approaching Northern Baptist Convention., He de~
precated any loosening of the bond between the University
and the denomination,

Mr, Gilkey raised the question whether this has
not proved an inevitable development in the history of
nractically every American university which, founded as
a denominational college, has grown into a university of
the first rank covering the whole field of education.

Dr, Burten raised the question whether the ad-
justment of the Boaré of Trustees might possibly be raised
and settled now, and the question of the presidency
raised now for a year's possible consideration before its
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final settlement. The value of ample time and opportunity
for the discussion and scttlement of this latter issue
was generally agreed upon.

Dr. Chamberlain said he had hoped that the ad-
justment as to trustees might be made by increasing the
size of both the non-Baptist minority and the total
Board, in order to provide for the increase of alumni and
citizens' representation, which he saw at once to be
desirable; he felt strongly the difficulty of kecping all
our colleges Christian - a difficulty due to several
influences, among which he named the incrcasing number
of non-Christian alumni, and the competition of differcnt
denominational and other groups for the control of col-
lege policy; he had an open mind as to the best method of
safeguarding the Christian character of the University
of Chicago.

My, Rhodes (speaking for himse¢lf rather than for
My, Shank, whom he represented) had not beecn familiar
with the whole question until very recently. He recog-
nized at once the seriousness of the Baptist limitation
as to the presidency, and would be prepared (with what-
ever sentimental rcluctance) to vote for its removal.
He viewed the two proposals as closcly bound up together,
however, and could,favor the adoption of both at once:
he would vote either for the abolition of the presidential
restriction and the retaining of the two-thirds Baptist
majority on the Board, or for a Baptist majority on the
Board with the retcntion of the presidéntial restriction -
but not for the abolition of the presidential restriction
combined with the reduction of the Baptist representatives
on the Board to a bare majority of one. He feared tie
effect of any demonstration that college charters can be
hastily or ecasily amended on the campaign for larger edu=
cational gifts by Baptists; and he liked the suggestion
that larger reprcsentation of alumni and citizens be
sccured by increasing the Board, rather than diminishing
the proportion of Baptists.

- Mr, Gilkey suggested that there were some diffi-
culties in the way of increasing the number of Baptist
trustees, since it was already difficult to secure men of
the high qualities desired who could give the large
amount of time necessary; and since the addition of more
non-resident Baptist members would inevitably exclude them
from the frequent committee meetings and confercnces whcre
so much of the actual work of the Board is carried on,.

Dr. Burton urged the consideration of the central
guestion as to whether the obvious responsibilities of the
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denominat}on; and the equally obvious future needs of
the University, can bec met in a solution fair to both,

After a brief adjournment to confer as separate
groups, it proved on rec-asscmbly that there was unanimous
agreement on these proposals:

(1) That the Board of Trustees of the University
be increased to 25, and that thé ratio of Baptists stipu-~
lated inﬁhe charter be changed from two-thirds.to three~
fifths of the whole (the ratio only to appear in the
charter). This would increase the actual number of
Baptists on the Board by only one - thus meeting the Uni-
versity's desire to keep its Board an active whole. The
number of non-Baptists would be increased by three, giving
the same opportunity for the inclusion of non-Baptist
citizens and alumni which the original proposal had con-
templated -~ while maintaining a Baptist majority of five.

(2) That the denominational restriction on the
presidency be removed.

It was understood that the carrying of these
proposals into effect would involve corresponding changes
in the deed,

It was agreed that these proposals should be
presented to the Convention in advance with a full state-
ment of the reasons therefor; and that a joint committee
representing the University and the Board of Education
should be in charge of the debate, and shouid propose, if

the course of the debate make it advisable, that one or
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both of these proposals be put on the table for a year.

Dr. Burton emphasized the desire of the Univer-
sity not to complicate the educational program or problem
of the denomination as a whole, This desire, which all
present shared, led to a general agreement that a final
report should be published by the Committee of the Board
of Education at least a week before the Atlantic City
Convenﬁion, and that this report of the Committee should
suggest that the Convention, meeting as the Board of Edu~-
cation,decide whether to act on these proposals, in whole
or in part, this year or next year,

The method of further procedure agreed on was
as follows, Copies of these minutes are to be sent at
once to all members of both committees.' The University
is to formulate its proposals, with all available pertinent
information included or appended, to be sent to all members
of the Board of Education's Committee not later than
April 25: accompanied by a statement by the Board of
Education's Committee of their attitude. A further joint
conference of the two committees is to be held in New
York City on May 8. At this conference the judgment of
all members of both committees on the University proposals
should be available in full, and the proposals themselves
then put in final form for release to the denominational
press not later than May 11, in order to securec ample

publicity before the Atlantic City Convention May 23-30,
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A final meeting of both committees should be held just
before_the Atlantic City Convention at such time and
place as to assure the presence of Mr. Shanki

The minutes were then read and approved, and
the secretary was instructed to send copies to all memb ers
of both committees, and also to Mr. Rhodes. The confer-

ence then adjourned.

CHARLES W. GILKEY

Secretary
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April 25, 1923.

The Bonorablé Charlez Bvans Hughes,
Secretary of State,
¥ashington, De Ce
Hy dear ¥re Jocretaryi=-

You will I am snro.r&nall having been consulted
by President Judson on several occasions with reference to
the relation of the University to the Northern Baptist Com-
vention, or, to speak more accurately, to the Board of Edu~-
cztion qf the Rorthoern Baptiét Convention, which was in-
gorporated im 1889 us the Ameriean Baptist Bducation Society,
but in 1920 took the new name above indicateds

On April 3rd of this year a meeting of the two com-
mitttis on this matter, one representing the University and tho'
other the Board of Bducation, was held in Cleveland, and after
a day's discussion & proposal was formulated which seemed ac-
ceptable to both committeess In accordance with the actiom of
that Conference the University prepared a statement of ltg case
whkichk, having received general approval by the Board of Trustees,
will bc‘roconsidered at s mesting of the two committees to be
held in New York ﬁay 8the It is the cxpectétion that a2t that
time the Committes representing the Board of Education will in-
corporate the statement of the University in a report of iss

own to be presented to the Board of Hducation of the Horthera

Baptist Convention &t its anunal me:ting which will be beld
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in Atlantie City on the afternoon of Hay 264

I am enclosing with this letter 1) the dinutes of

- the Cleveland meeting of the two committess; 2) ecopies of the

documents roferred to in the ﬁinﬁtos of that meetingg 3) %A ‘i
statement by the University," ' 1

To save your time may I e2ll your attention 88speciall.

to §) of these enclosures. ?he documents of course you are

already familiasr withe The ¥inutes are important only to
make clear precisely at what point in our negotiations we have
arrived.
| It is understood that the statement of the University
(enclosure 3) is subject to still further revision as a result
of its stﬁdy by both commitiees. It has however been aporoved
for substance by the Board of Trustees of the University and in
prineiple by the comnittee representing the Bosrd of Bduc:tion.
You will of course recall Qou are yourself a member
of the Universitﬁ Committees ¥e have not felt at lidsrty to
trespas: om your time up to this point, bat now that trere
seens good hope that an amicadble adjustment satisfactory to
both parties may be arrived at if the matter is wisely handled
your colleaguc<s on thé Committee greatly desire the privilege
of a brief interview with you on the subjectes
Would it be pessible for you to see ¥re Gilkey and
myself in Washington either just before the meeting in New

York on the 8th of May or just after. Haeh day would have its

il
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ut?auilgea to us and we should be glad to adjust ourselves

to your preference if, as we hope it may be the aﬂoa. it

will be possible for you to give us a little time either om the

8th or 10th of May.

EDB:CB

With grest respect,

Sincerely yours,

N SR T e
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April 24, 1923.

Mr. John D. Rockefellerj-
Golf Fouse, J
Lakewood, Ne. Je

My dear Yr, Rockefeller:-

In zocordance with the letter of your secretary
of April 21st I am enclosing herewith your letter of March 7,
192§—rotsrred to in éine of April 9, 1925. Lest this ltttér
may not be immediately at your hand I venture to repeat my
suggestion that the last paragraph'of your letter read as

followsti=

In the light of these facts, while I by no means
urge a change of policy on the part of the Board of
Bducation of the Northern Baptist Convention (which I
understand is now the legal name of the body which was
incorporated in 1889 as the 4merican Baptist Bduecation
society) yet, if the Board of Zducation should think it
wise to adopt measures for releasing the University
from all or any of the denominational restrictions in
its articles of incorporatiom and in the tenure of its
property, such action .would meet with my hearty con-

currence.

Very truly yours,

EDB:CB

|

|
|
|
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ROCHESTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY : Ve g 77—
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT p &
ROCHESTER, N. Y.

April 30, 1933

Dr. Nathaniel Butler
Assistant to the President
The University of Chicageo
Chicago, Ill.

My dear Dr. Butler:
I have your good letter of April twenty-sixth.

The Rochester Theological Seminary has no charter.
I enclose you a copy of a letter from Dr. Augustus S. Downing,
the Assistant Commissioner of the University of the State of
New York and Director of Professional Education, under date
of August sixth, 1920.

There was also filed, in the office of the State
Department of New York State, the following Gertificate for
the Incorporation of the New York Baptist Union for Ministerial
Education:

"To all to whom these presents shall come: Know Ye,
that in conformity with the provisions of an act for the incor-
poration of benevolent, charitable, scientific and missionary
societies passed by the legislature of the State of New York
April 12th, 1848 and for the purpose of effecting an incorpora-
tion under the said act, we, the undersigned, do hereby certify
that we and our associates have formed a society under a con-
stitution adopted at the City of Rochester on the eleventh day
of May in the year of our Lord one thousand and fifty to be kncwn
as the *New York Bapticst Union for Ministerial Education.' That
the object of said society is ''to furnish means of instruction
to such young men of the Baptist denomination as shall give
satisfying evidence to the churches of which they are menbers,
and to the trustees of the society, of their persconal piety and
of their call to the gospel ministry'. That the number of trus-
tees to manage the affairs of the said society is twenty-four
(later amended to read *thirty-three"), and that the names of the
said trustees for the first year of the existence of the said
gsociety are these, viz: Henry Davis, Nehemiah W. Benedic t, Ahira
Fitch, Theron Brown, Luther F. Beecher, Sewall S. Cutting, Albert
G. Smith, Charles N. Chandler, AvannahMoseley, H. E. Smith, Reuben
P. Wisner, Lemuel G. Paine, Justin A. Smith, Hiram K. Stimson,
Oren Sage, James P. Olcott, Marsena Stone, Gideon W. Burbank,
Alvah Strong, Jirah Blackmer, J. S. Backus, Daniel Bowen, E.E.L.
Taylor, Caleb Brown.

"The Business of the said society is to be conducted in
the City of Rochester in the County of Monroe.
Dated, Rochester, May 13, 1850." Henry Davis
Oren Sage :
Nehemiah W.Benedict
Justin A, Smith
Alvah Strong "
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Pregident Burton would also find some material
which might be of use to him so far as Rochester is con-
cerned, in the report of the Committee on Denominational
Schools as presented in the meeting of the Northern Bap-
tist Convention at Des Moines, June twenty-third, 1931.

I trust that this will give you the material
which you desire.

With cordial regard,

Very sincerely yours,

;fi f " B | v fi_ L
WA icee U T Vs,

Clarence A, Barbour
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(copy)

The University of the State of New York
The State Department of Education
Albany
Augustus S. Downing
Assistant Commissioner
and Director of Professional Education

August 6, 1930

My dear President Barbour:

Replying to your letter of July 31, in which you say
that you have inquiry for a copy of the charter of Rochester
Theological Seminary and ask if we have a copy of such charter,

I beg to reply that Rochester Theclogical Seminary has never been
incorporated either by the Board of Regents, by filing a cer-
tificate of incorporation with the Secretary of State or by

act of the Legislature. The facts in the case are as follows;

The New York Baptist Union for Ministerial Education
was organized May 11, 1850.

It was incorporated in the of fice of the Secretary
of State September 5, 1880C.

Chapter 308 of the Laws of 1854 relative to the New
York Baptist Union, which was chartered under the provisions of
Chapter 3230 of the Laws of 1848, provided for an increase in the
amount of property to be held by said corporation (the Baptist
Union for Ministerial Education{ to the sum of §300,000, the
same to be held in trust for the following purposes:

l. To found and maintain professorships and scholar-
ships, and otherwise provide for the support and instruction
of such younr men as shall give satisfactory evidence to the
churches of which they are members and to the trustees of the
soclety of their personal piety and of their call to the gospel
ministry.

3. To establish and maintain a satisfactory library
for the use of the said Union.

3. For any other specific purposes comprehended in
the general obgects authorized by the act under which they
are incorporated.

The General Act (Chapter 312 of the Laws of 1848)
for the incorporation of general benevolent, charitable, scien-
tific and missionary societies enumerates the general powers
of each corporation formed under this act shall be those con=
ferred by and be subject to the provisions and restrictions of
the third title of the 18th Chapter of the third (first?) part
of the revised statutes, which are as follows:






1. To have succession by its corporate name for the
period limited in its charter and when no period is limited,
perpetually.

3. To sue and be sued, complain and defend in any
court of eQuity or law.

3. To make and use a common seal, and alter the same
at pleasure.

4. To hold, purchase and convey such real and personal
estate as the purposes of the corporation shall require, not
exceeding the amouht limited in its charter.

5. To appcint such subordinate officers and agents
as the business of the corporation shall reqguire, and to allow
them a suitable compensation.

6. To make by-laws not inconsistent with any existing
law for the management of its property, the regulation of its
affairs and for the transfer of its stock.

Chapter 90 of the Laws of 1878 amends Chapter 308
of the Laws of 1854 by increasing the real or personal property
that may be held by the Baptist Union for the same purposes to
$1,000,000 and the accumulations thereof.

I enclose herewith copy of the certificate of.
incorporation of the New York Baptist Union, which was filed
September 5, 1850 in the office of the Secretary of State.

From the foregoing facts, you will see that the
Rochester Theological Seminary, as such, has never been in-
corporated and therefore no charter exists.

If any of these matters are not clearly understood
by you, I shall be very glad to have you make further inquiry.

Respectfully yours,

(Signed) Augustus S. Downing.
To
Rev, Clarsnce A. Barbour, D.D.
President, Rochester Theological Seminary
Rochester, New York
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Hay 3, 19235,

My dear Dr., Abermnethy:-

¥r, Gilkey and I are to be in Washington on
Monday to confer with Secretary Hughes with reference to
& matter of importance to the University and to our de-
nomination. . It has a long history, but to state it in &
nut shell 1t 1s this,

The University desires to secure the consent of
the Board of BEducation of the lorthorn Baptist Convention
(the aoiporation organized in 18689 as the American Baptist
Bdueation Sbciety) to certain changes in the organie law
of the University, namily, a) change of the Board of Trustees
from 21 to 25, and the proportion of the Baptists from
two-thirds (of 21) to three-fifths (of 25)3 b) the omission
of the word regular before the word Baptist in thoiﬂot of
Incorporations tﬁgtho removal of the d.nouiadtional restriction
upon the prosi&;ncy. thus releasing the University from the
necessity that the President should be = Baptist.

Hr.>011k07 wad I would very much like to have the
opportunity of explaining to you as & Baptist and as an alumnus
of the University the reasomns which lead the University to
make this request. #e shall be glad also to make the ex=-

planation to any other Baptist in Washington to whom such
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an explanation would saem tg you desirable

Would it be possidble for you to arrange a luncheon
of such mumber of persomns as you plesase, probably not more
than five or six bvesides our?clvol. at which we might afato
the case and explain the situations This would, of courn;. .
b%;at our expense, A4s the time is very short I will ask you
t§ telegraph me,our expense, tolcstaphing to the University
if you find it convenient to do s0. lt’not. we will eall yau
on the telephone on our arrival., ¥y cbno on the Broadway

Limited YMonday morning.

Very truly yours,

Dre We 8+ 4bernethy,
Calvary Baptist Church,
“ashington, D, C,
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May 2, 1923,

My dear lNr. Rockefeller:= ;

I am taking the liberty of enclosing with this
letter a galley proof of the material which the University
has prepared for the presentation of its cose to the Board
of Education of the Borthern Baptiet Convention at its

meeting in Atlantic City. 4s I indicated in my previous

letter the whole matter is still subject to the action of

& committee of the Board of Hducation which will meot with
& committee from the University in New York ﬁay 8the Ve
have thought it wise, however, to be forehanded in the
matter of putting our material in types

Should the action on Yay 8th be favorable we ecan
contemplate putting 2ll this material into a panpRlet which
will be sent by mail to ;mportant people and freely circu-~
lated at Atlantic Citye

The particular occasion for this letter is to
enquire whether you are willing that we should include in
the appendix under the historical documents your waiver of
Pebruary 24th, 1909, and your letter of March 27th, 1923, ' |

the latter as you may revise it, We have listed them proe : X\
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’; : ?11(&::117 as you will see by referring to gaulley 7, and
we are of the opinion that the inclusion of them in the
documents would materially strengthen our case. I awalt
your decision in the matter, howevers Ve shall, éz course,
not print them wgthout your'nonsont.

Very truly yours,

Mres John De. Rockefeller,
Golf House,
Lakewood, N. Js

EDB:C3B
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26 Broadway

New York
~

s

Vay 14, 1923,

Dear Dr. Burton:

I am in receipt of your letter of May “nd, enclosing
the galley proofs of material which the University has pre-
pared for the presentation of its case to the Board of Educa=-
tion of the Northern Baptist Convention at its meeting in
Atlantic City.

You are at liberty to include in the appendix, under
"Historical Documents," as you suggest, my waiver of February

24th, 1909, and ny letter to vou of March 7th, 1923, as revised,

Very sincerely,

President E. D. Burton,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Illinois.
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May 18, 1923.

Ny gour ¥r, Rockefeller:-

I beg to aeknowledge with thamks the receipt
of your letter of ¥ay l4th giving your comsent to the
prigtiné of your waiver of Februa:y 24,1909, and gyour
letter of Hareh 7, 1923 ;a the pamphlet setting forth
the request of the University to the Board of Bducstion
of the Northerm Beptist Convention., I s8hall take the
liberty of sending you one or two coples of the pem-
phlet as soom as 1t is off the press. WYe here feel
that it is a document of comsiderable historieal Interest
apart from the questiom whether the request of the Uni-
versity is granted by the Board of Zgucation or note

Very sincerely yours,

Mre John D, Rockefeller,
. Bolf Fouse,
Lakewood, We Jo

EDBsCB
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¥ey 15, 1923,
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By dear Dr. Gates:- X

¢

I am sure you will be interested to know what

g

progress we are making in the matter of the presentation

v

of the reguest of the University to the Board of Education
of the !ortﬁcru Beptist Convention (American Baptist Eiu-'
cation Society under 1:@ new name) at the meeting at Ate
lantie City.

The two Committees, ome representing the Board
of Bducation, and the other, the University, which have met

annually without result (except postponement) since the

original appointment at Denver in May 1919, met again this N
year, April 3rd in Cleveland, vacancies by death and by \ég
resignation having been filled by new appointmentse. Out : N

of that meeting there grew the suguestion of the modified
proposal which had this effect at least, that it secured
for the proposal of the University the approval of all the

members of the Board of Bducation Committees who were present.

¥r. Gilkey and I had an interview with Seeretary Hughes in
Washington on May 7th and the following day met the Com-

mittee of the Board of 5ducation agein in Few York, laying
befoees them our proposal and our arguments and documents in
printed forme. The result of this mesting was 2 still more

definite and cordial approval of our proposition, but also



E

L
et

— ‘Wﬁw*mmﬂ,ygﬁ o ‘
inod | (N

R S -

~180800 .10 zeeb yM

tadw womx of bedsezedml ed [ilw woy etve me I
nolisineserq odd o Tedlam edd al galiem e1s ew eeeTnoOTq
molssoubd Yo busod ed? of yiisvevial ed? Yo Jeemper edd %o
‘-pgbd 3elidqel mesolvtemi) mollmevmol feliqsd -1oittol eds %o
=34 38 ynlieem ed? 3 (o-a; wen u)l tebny ydelool moliso
‘ _ 30 oldmal

brsed edd amiimeserqet omo ,8ees?lmmod ows el
tom eoved doldw ,giiezevial eds ,zeddo ed? bms . moldsosbd %o
eidd eomia (Jmememogieoq Iqeoxe) Ilveet Iwoddiw yllswnns
aid? nieps Sem ,RI%L yaM nl zevmed 3s Jmemdmloqqs lsmimnive
vd bns d3aeb yd ioleaaoav ebunaleveld al b28 [izgA ,tsey
$u0 Jedneminloqqgs wem yd bell1lY meed muivad mollsanglieex
belllbom eds o moldzessme edd wes eteds smideem 3add %o
v bezuoee 31 32d3 ,3esel 38 3o0l%e 2ldy bad doidw [secqgoiq
ed? [is Yo favotqgs ed? tatuzivtsu edsd %o [ssogolq edd %o}
sdnoserq e1ow odw seddlmmod molYeoubi 2o bieed ed? %0 zuedmem
sl sedasH yrsdetoel diiw welviedmi ms bad I bns yenfild .s
~mod eds Jem ysb zuiwollol eds bms dIV yai mo modgsidesV
sulysl 3d10Y well a! nlinge moldsoubi o biso0d edd %0 eeddim
nl stmemmood bme sdnempuy1s 1wo bme [se0gotq 2we medd ewoled
etom [[l3c s sew auidoem alidd Yo dipeer edT .m0t bedaixg

osls Jud  mollileogotqg two %0 [svotuqs [sibtoo bums edimited




a decision that in view of the abwence from both meetings
of Mr, Shank, whose attitude and influence were likely te
be important factors in the situation, it was unadvisable
to earry out our original plam of publishing our proposal
in the Baptist papers that would aprerr the week before

the Conventiom. In view of these facts it was agreed that
the two Committees would meet ni itlantie City om lay 22mnd,
at whieh time ¥r. Shank could be present, and reach a final
decision as to the course to be pursued.

Just preceding aia following this meoting of the
two Committe-s, ¥r. Gilkey and 1 had conferences with groups
of Bostom ministers and laymem in Yashington, New York, Bos=
tom, xn--.-‘oazy and Chicagos. The result of these conferences,
at which there had been present perhaps a total of 65 persons,
is that with one exception,in Poston and two in Chicago all
those called in eontor-nco'htartily aprroved our proposition
ags a ressonable one and recommended its presentation to the
Convention, and wxpressed with varying degreecs of confidence
the hope thet it will earry without postponement. The one
exception in Boston is a pastor of a chureh in New Eangland
who was borm and brought up im the iest, is a graduate of
the eollege =t Pella, lowa, and deprecated the removal of the
restriction omn the presidemeye. The two in Chieago were

Jeeretaries who said the proposition wes falr, but they were
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tnlintant to have our present state of peace disturbed. They
did not vote in the negative,

I am enclosing you & proof sheet of the document
which we are proposing to present at Atlamtie City. It will
be ecireulszsted in pamphlet form very probably $wo days before
the meeting of the Board of Bducation, which ogcurs on Gate
urday afternocon May sseﬁ. provided the Committecs in their
meeting on the 22nd decide on this course of asction, as I
anticipate they wiil. ‘

I think you, who have played so large a part in the
history of this matter will be interested to kamow what progress
we are making. But I wish also to raise the questiom whether
you will not feel like beimg present at Atlantic City om the
26th and perhaps a few days before thate Perheps you will feel
it wise to take part in the debate if there should be any, dbut
I have thought that in any ocase you might be interested to be
presents I am hoping that Dr, Goodspeed will go vith use 1
shall be staying at the Strand Hotel where I expect to arrive
on the moraning of the 2lst.

I am not sure that you will feel that we have aohicv;d
811 that we ought to have tried for. The Board of Trusteess,
with only two exceptions so far as I know, and both these are
Baptists, feel that we are gaining 2l1ll that is important.

Mr, Hughes and Mr. Shull would like to dissolve the relations

to the Baptists altogethers But most of us think this is
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undepiravle and we are all convinced that to try for more
tham we are askimg for would be to get nothing and that it

is wiser to get this returm mow and let the future eare

for the rests

Dr. Prederick T, Cates,
66 8¢ Mountainm AVeas,
¥ontelalr, N. J.

EDB:CB

Cordially yours,
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The Board of Education of
The Northern Baptist Convention:

The educational plan adopted by your Board and
by the Denomination is inspiring in its dimensions and
its direction. What is here proposed is, in our judgment,
in line with it and in the direction of increasing its use-
fulness and importance. The purpose is the same as that
declared by The American Baptist Educational Bociety when
the University was organized: "It (the University) is to
be conducted in a spirit of the widest liberality, seeking
thus to secure the sympathy and co-operation of all public
spirited men." At that time the donors had in mind a Col-
lege with total funds of a million or two millions of dol-
lars. It has developed into a University of high rank with
close to sixty millions of dollars worth of property and
with the work before it of completing its organization for
higher education in its several departments involving a sub-
stantial addition to that amount.

With a student attendance of twelve thousand; with
a Divinity School attendance of five hundred, ninety-nine of
which are Baptists, not only for the benefit of the cause of
education generally and for the interest of the entire lMiddle
West it aught to be free to become the educational center of
that large territory commended by its situation and which
depends upon it for its educational development, but in ade-
dition, as the basis and foundation for all of the Schools
and Colleges comprising the Educational Plan of the Denomina-
tione. :

The denominational interests are adaquately pro-
tected in the fact that the Baptist Theological Union nomin-
ates the members of the Divinity Faculty, and a Baptist maj-
ority of the Board of Trustees will sufficiently guaranty the
morel and spiritual direction of the institution for which the
denomination has responsibility. That relationship will not
be disturbed by the change here proposed.

"The original founders of the University view the
proposal in question with uniform favor. We ask leave to sub-
mit with this the waiver and letter of lir. Rockefeller, and a
list of Donors who have executed waivers in the form attached
to the list. We submit also, the form of subscriptions made
for the original gifts.






Changes proposed:

A. Omit the provision that the President of the
University shall be a Baptist.

It is not probable that any denomination could
provide perpetually the strongest, ablest, best equipped
man for the Headship of such an institution.

The experience and history of the great commer-
cial and industrial concerns demonstrate the difficulty of
securing great administrative ability alone. The salaries
paid to Presidents of these great organizations are evi-
dence of the rareness of this single qualification. In ad-
dition to this qualification, the Headship of an institu-
tion of the rank of which this promises to be requires
other equally or more important qualifications, difficult
to find in conjunction with it. Even with this freedom of
choice the selection of out-sbanding men for the Headships
of smaller institutions has been difficult.

Be That the proportion of Baptists required on
the Board of Trustees be changed from two-
thirds to a majority.

Experience has demonstrated that the amount and
continuity of the work of the Trustees is such that they
must be almost exclusively local men. It would be distinct-
ly advantageous if a few more of the able alumni and great
Donors to the University who do not happen to be Baptists
but the former of whom are deeply attached to their Alma
llater, and the latter who have demonstrated their interest
by substantial support could be placed on the Board.

Non-Baptists have contributed 18,406,801 to the
University. Mr. A. C. Bartlett, of Hibbard, Spencer &
Bartlett contributed $ and was for twenty years
Chairman of the Finance Committee. Charles L. Hutchinson
contributed $ and has been for thirty years Trea-
surer. - Julius Rosenwald contributed § and has
been for years a Trustee of great value upon the
Board and assiduous and able in Committee work. Martin A.
Ryerson contributed § and was for thirty years a
most able and vigilantly efficient President of the Board
of Trustees. It would be of advantage if the University
could secure the same kind and quality of service from other
non-Baptist Doners and alumni.

We beg leave to submit for your information:







a. Articles of Incorporation of the University.

b. Copy of deed from the American Baptist Edu-
cational ®ockty to The University of Chicago.

c. Resolution adopted by the Executive Committee
of the Board of lianagers.

d. Communication from the Board of llanagers to
the Board of Trustees of the University.

Ce A deed to the West one-half (W %) and the North-
east Quarter (NEg) of the central Quadrangles of

the University will be required to effectuate these
changes. .

Respectfully,

WH:HF
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