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Dr. Northrup to Dr. Harper, December 3, 1888.

"Your favor of November 29th reached me Saturday.
I am obliged for the kind suggestions which it contains.
I had received letters from lMr. Gates and Dr. lMorehouse
urging me to attend the meeting of the Board of the
Bducational Society, but it did not seem practicable for
me to do so. I am as you know most deeply interested in
every step taken for the establishment at Chicago of a
University of the Highest order under our denominational
control. ' Of course Mr. Rockefeller is the one absolutely
essential factor in the solution of the great problem
before us. Hence it becomes of the utmost importance that
the whole matter be put in a way most satisfactory to his
mind. I said last evening to Dr.Goodspeed that I doubted
the wisdom of his suggestion to Mr. Rockefeller that he
should make his first gift of $1,000,000. or $1,500,000.
without conditions. I see no good reason why the first
proposition as well as the others that may be contemplated
should not be made upon reasonable conditions. Such
conditions can and would be met. lr. Hinckley has given
Mr. Gates a written pledge to contribute $50,000. towards
the first $1,000,000. Mr. Gillett offered to give $100,000. QLZJL
6n condition that a sufficient sum should be raised to meet e
the claims of the Insurance Company. Should lr. R. make a
proposition to give $1,000,000. on condition that the sum
of $300,000. be raised,the condition could be met within
8ix months. Though I am not a prophet or the son of a
prophet I am willing to stake my reputation as a man of common
sense on the truth of the above prediction. Suppose this
proposition be made, and it is the best that I can think of
to give $1,000,000. on the following conditions: that the
old University property be purchased, the building repaired
and completed, and the floating indebtedness removed. This
would require $350,000., -- $850,000. for the property,
$35,000. for repairing the building, $40,000. for completing
the building, (putting on the other wing as was originally
contemplatedf, and $25,000. todispose of the floating debt.
Such a condition would be fulfilled within six months.
Thepe is a profound and universal feeling of humiliation
among our people in view of the disastrous history of the
Chicago University and a proposition looking to the removal
of this humiliation would appeal to them with great power.

And, then, as to other propositions, let them be made
from time to time according to the pressure of need. Suppose
Mr. Rockefeller should say that he would give $50,000. for
a Library Fund on condition that a Library building, costing
$50,000. was erected; then, that he would put up a Chemical
Laboratory if suitable ground should be bought on which to
erect the building. (For the University would need a good deal
more ground than the old Campus contains.) And so go on"







"through the six years that you indicate as the time for
raising the $4,000,000. taking up special objects which
might be deemeé most pressing. Bhis would be, as it seems
to me, far better than to undertake to form, at the outset,
a plan for raising the large sum mentioned. Though pooling
may be wise in business it is not so in the sphere of
Christian benevolence. The way to the largest success in
this sphere is to multiply special objects, the more the
better so that they are worthy. Every one of the objects
that would be proposed in the establishment of the
University would appeal with special power to a certain
class that could not be interested in an effort to raise

a large sum for the general purposes of the institution.

The question of the relation of the Seminary to the
proposed University is one of the first importance. I am
fully pursuaded that the Seminary ought to be an organic
part of the University and for the following, among other,
reasons -

1. Without such a relation to the Univeesity, the
Semire ry not only could not advance in power and influence;
it could not even maintain its present position. For it
now has only half the endowment imperatively needed, and
no scholarships, no lectureships, and no Library fund. And
according to the plan contemplated the whole thought and
interest of our people would be absorbed, for from six
to ten years, in carrying forward the new educational
enterprise. The Seminary would be compelled to remain in
ite present cramped and poverty-stricken condition, unable
to secure for its Faculty men of the highest ability, or
to attract, in any considerable number, the best students.
It could not fail to appear insignificant, if not
contemptible, in comparison with the University advancing
rapidly to a place among the best institutions ef its kind
*in the country. It must be evident, from a moments
reflection, that such a condition of our theological school,
could not fail to affect disastrously all our denomins tional
interests at the West.

2. The Seminary needs, for its own health and vigor,
vital contact with the University. Noghing is more certain
than that theological professors, working together as a
body and shut out from living contact with men in other
1ines of study, tend to become narrow, traditional, and
unscientific in their spirit, methods, and views. They
need to feel the powerful, broadening influence coming from
the workers in other great departments, mathematical,
gcientific, philosophical, medical, legal. Compare, for
example, the works of your Dr. Harris--"The Philosophical
Basis of Theism", and "The Self-Revelation of God"--two of
the most vital and profound works published in this century--"







"with some other theological works of men of first-rate
ability. The difference between them is striking and
significant. Dr. Harris could not have written these
magnificent treatises away from the powerful and

diversified intellectual life of a great university. They
show upon every pagé that their author is in closest contact
with the most wigorous movements of the age. The other
theological worke to which I refer, but which I will not
name,- works of Seminary professors, having no contact

with university life,-might have been written a hundred
years ago, so slight are the traces upon them of the thought
of the Nineteenth Century. That the works of the German
theologians are, in general, so fresh, vigorous, independent,
and exhaustive, finds its explanation, in large measure,

in the fact that they are produced at the great University
centres. Our Seminary, then, needs, for its own best
health and vigor, organic connection with the University.

+3. In the third place the University imperatively needs,
for its own highest good, vital contact with the Seminary,
~and this for several reasons, two of which I will mention:-

(1) The theological department would exert a powerful
religous influence upon the life of the University. The
absence of such an influence is the sad but conspicuous fact

in the case of all the great state institutions in the West. 5

The 1ife in every one is predominantly secular. And the
tendency in all great educational institutions is strong
towards the development of the secular spirit. A vigorous
theological department would do more than any other conceivable
cause to counteract this spirit, which is eminently charac-
teristic of our age. Should Dr. Strong's conception, (which

is thoroughly correct), be carried out,-that all the teachers
in all the departments should be Christian in fact as well

as in name, and should the Seminary become an organic part
of the new institution, its influence could not fail to
become in the highest degree salutary,

(2) The second reason alluded to is that the new
institution cauld not be a University proper without a
theological department. If the aim is what I suppose it to
‘be, to establish here a University of the highest order-second
to none in the country-the School of Theology must be taken
up and assigned a place of coordinate (if not superior) rank,
with the legal, medical and rhilosophical departments.

Our grounds and buildings at the Park could be used in

the establishment of a first-class Preparatory School -
a Chicago Phillips Academy."

.l..............I..‘...CI........'.O.'I'...."C....".‘l







Dr. Northrup to Dr. Harper, December "I, 1888.

"pPlease do not imagine that you are expected to reply
to the several letters which I have written relative to
the proposed University. My only thought has been to make
suggestions which may possibly have some influence upon
the shaping of the new enterprise. The question of your
permanent relation to it is, to my mind, so vital, that
I am moved to consider it somewhat fully.p And in the first
place I am free to say that if the union of the Seminary
with the University is an insuperable difficulty in the
way of your accepting the presidency, the idea of such union
should be abandoned, at least for the time being. It is
#mpossible that the friends of the Seminary might come
forward and give it the needed help, even while carrying
forward the new educational work. If we had the necessary
equipment, an endowment of $500,000; fifty scholarships
of from $1500. to $2500. each, three lectureships of 810,000.
each, on the following subjects: Missions, Preaching, and
the Relation of Science and Philosophy to the Christian
Religion, and a library fund of $25,000., I should have no
doubt concerning the growing vigor and power of our institution,
aven in its present location. Of the reasons which occur
to my mind why. you should take the position mentioned,
some relate to yourself personally and others to the
educational interests of our denomination. Some of the
personal reasons are the following:

1. The position of President would be a good thing for
you intellectually, as it would lead you to take up new
branches of knowledge. For ten years you have given yourself,
body and soul, day and night, mainly to o&¥ line of work.
It is impossible for you to receive in this way the highest
jntellectual development. If you go on in the same work
for ten years your scholarship will be narrow as compared
with what it would be if you were in a position demand ing
the mastery of other branches of learning. Please do not
misunderstand me when I say that your professorship is too
narrow for you. It is broad enough for Brown, Curtis,
Burnham, Green, etc., but not for you. I say this because
I believe you are capable of achieving equal distinction in
other lines of mental woxk and only in such lines of work
can you réach the fullest intellectual development.

2. The change would be a good thing for you in a
religious point of view. It is my firm conviction that you
have made and are still making a mistake in giving so much
time and thought to the consideratdon of the rationalistic
speculations concerning the 0ld Testament. It is not well
for one's religious l1ife to dwell unduly upon the objections
and difficulties connected with Revelation. If when thirty"
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“years old I had followed the bent of my mind and given

an excessive amount of time to the reading of able works
assalling Christianity on historical, philosophical and
scientific grounds, I am sure my faith would have been weakened
or destroyed. When Dr. Henderson left the Seminary, fifteen
yearsvago, he determined to read and master the current
speculations of the pantheistic and agnostic schools. As a
result he became sadly perplexed in his religious views.

In making these statements I do not imply that Christianity
cannot bear the light - that in accepting it we must needs
'go it blind.' But I mean that an undue amount of time and
thought given to objections and difficulties connected with
the grounds of our faith is not good for one's spiritual
life. Your work has for years given this class of subjects
a védry prominent place in your mind and it is not likely
that you have escaped the operation of that general law
which I have indicated.

3¢ In your position as President you would have scope
for the exercise of your powers of organization which you
will allow me to say are of the highest order. Let me
indicate what I mean.

(1) You have creative ability - the power to originate
things 'ex nihilo.' Your work for the last ten years is a
demonstration that you possess remarkable resources of
discovery and invention in the sphere of educational work.
This is a gift of a high order and should have full scope
for its operation.

(2) In connection with this power you have first-rate
sense as to what is and what is not practicable. You seem
to make no mistakes. Your plans seem to have been foreordained,
so perfectly amethey adapted to the end designed. It is often
the case that men with great power of invention and origination
are lacking in sound judgment, and so set on foot impracticable
schemes. But you do not belong to this class.

(3) You have also a third element essential for the work
of organization - the power to coordinate all the parts into
one comprehensive whole. Now you possess, in a notable
degree, the qualities essential for the work of organizing
a great university, a genius for origination, sound practical
judgment and the power of systemization. These qualities
are a very important - perhaps the most important - part
of your equipment for the service for which you have been
sent into the world and called into the Christian church.

(4) Your relation to Mr. Rockefeller imposes upon you
an obligation in this matter which you cannot ignore. There
is no doubt that he has you in mind for the Presidency and"
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“that no other man could come into such relations to him

as those which you occupy. You and lMire. R. are a good deal
alike in some respects - both of you are modest, both have
a genius for organization, ad both are exceptionally capable
of doing things in a large and original way.

(6) And then you cannot fail to see the guidance of
Divine Providence preparing you for such an educational work
as that which is contemplated in Chicago. Your connection |
with our Seminary and the public work done while here |
boought you into wide contact with our people. Your '
appointment to a position at Yale was a most emphatie (
endorsement of your ability and scholarship. Your connection |
with Mr. R. in relation to educational matters was certainly
brought about ina very remarkable manner. I am sure you
cannot fail to see in these things a providencial signifi-
cance in the light of the work now opening before you in
theése ity .

The only consideration of a general nature which I
urge you to consider is the poverty-stricken, paralyzed
condition of our denominational schools from Ohio to the
Pacific Ocean. You can hardly imagine our condition in an
educational point of vidw in all this vast region. Can you
conceive of a grander mission than to be one of the two
chief factors in establishing here, in ten years, a
university which would equal Yale in external and internal
equipment? Who can estimat e the value of the addition
which such an institution would make to the pe rmanent
intellectual and moral forces of our country? Can you
hope to do anything in your present position which would
equal, in power for good, such a result? If the Lord has
raised you up for this work I cannot doubt that He will
cause you to know His will and to accomplish it."






Jans 1, 1889
Dre Northrup to Lr. Rockefoller:

" o 1 :M{ wﬁ not teke the ztm; of Mthﬁ;u 2::
stber, ware it not & wgent Pequest of ethers « sspee 1ly Dre.
%WMMthumomIMMthyw'um
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Strong noarly a year ayo wy : sonserning Dr.Harper, and have
mn»mm-mmummtx.mwtoym 1 have
bean in relations of the test Intinecy with prof, Harper throug out
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mxm«mmmm.mmmmmmmmmr
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tmmm:mm-ﬂmu.mmmmmmmmtm
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in 4 uthnymmafmm&mwﬁ(ﬁm' : but 32
years old), who, without the help of a systesatic training,
but by independent wmumnM%W. is gadning olear, assured
and profound views of divine truth, ummn-mmmer
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8., Allow me to say a werd in regard teo Dr, Stronge That my
confidence in hinm and regard for him are sincere and profound he camnet
doubt without doubiing sy eoral integrity. Ho wes a merber of the first
theological clesw that I undertook to teach » 3% years agos 1 regard
okl ot gy syt Ry b gl T
: Ly o A &, ard in view and as ‘ ighe
e eplendid work both in the pastomate and as Fresidest of Hochoster Thece

‘logioal Seinarys In ay judgment he has no superior,. probably me equal
in our denominatlion, in the qualitiow noeded for the Presidensy of a great
undvorsitys Thoese thinge I have said mors than onee to IJr. Strong hise
self aud to otharss Uhan & vague rumor,reached me about o yesr ago oon»
soraing what you night undertake o do in founding & Baptist Usiversity,
I at once wrote to Dp, Gtrong eetting forth the great posmibilities of
Chicago as an sducational centre, and urging him to favor the logation of
the proposed university herefl and to identify himeelf with it and shape
ite organization and pon;;. I moon lsarned, however, that ho was thore
sughly Sonvinced that lew York City would bo a far better location than
Chicago for the conterplated institublon. o his nawe dropped out of ny
~mind in relution to the Presidency till luet week, when I wrote him again,
urging hin to reconsider the whdle question of our denominationsl educas
tion, Enst and Weet, in the hope that he w soe his way to favor the
Chicago enterprise and begous the chiof agent in its organization, Ae
this lettor was vent konday of thie woek mo reply has yet goie to hadd,

But I would ask your attention to the faet that the letter te Dr, Strong wes
written hofors I had heard & word in vegard to his dissatisfastion with the

8¢ Uhat I'have said about Dr, Harper has hod chief refersmce to
his theologioal views, But I au constrainad to say a word expressing uy
udgment Goneerning him in other respests. You will probably regard my
anguage us extravagant, inspired by a strong but undiscriminating affoc=
tione But I speak with deliberation when I sey that I regard hin s,
aken 8l in all, the wost remarkable young man. in the religioue history of

enthusiagm, and is a born leadsr of mens Il is exerting sore influence
today than any ten wen holding similar positions in the same dopartuent of
works Withal he is leveleheaded, & man of disgretion und practical Judg»
monts Ho makes no wistakes in practical matters. fie new methods, o
fresh and originel, show themsslves at once to be thoroughly sensible and
pragticable, so perfecily do they fulfil the end in wiews Cowld he but
have adequate scope for his powers ha would do a work in behalf of denonie
pationnd and christian education in thie country bayond the expesctation
of these who regard hin with the greatest sdmiratioms I may add in this
connection that ufter Dre Strong had desided not to consider the question

A TP A
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of doing any educational work at Chlocage, I urged Dr, Harper to sonsent
to take the lead in the organization of the proposed universit v knowing,
a8 I did, that owr leading men regard hin ae pro-eminently qntﬂnu! for
eulth & works. But he hae never given ne the slightest reaswon te think
that he would favorably consider the question of leaving New Haven for
Chicagos I say thevo thiuge to show that our brethren here woild bs highe
1y oratified %o have sither of the nen, whoee mesies I have frequently meme
tionad, ae President of the Chicago Univermity, should such an inetitution
ever cols to exizt,

4s Bornit me to zay in conclusion that the importance of Chieage
ag an educational centre hne not been and cannot be adequately congelvw
ed ofj and for this reason, amoug others, that the sonception has not vet
been born that at all comes up to the greatnese that is to be seen hers
in the cenburies to cone. Hduoational institutions rarely die. Nething
on earth, the Chrietian Church excepted, hap ouch enduring vitality and
rocupsrative energy as institutions of éwm learnings Great unie
versitios on the continent of Kurope have survived numerous revolutions
and the fall of dyastioss not a fow, A thousand years a0 England began
to found Lwo universities, Oxford and Cembridge, and today they are full
of the froshness and vigor of youths Out of them have some the mighty
leaders who lave made Mhglend the foremost mation of the worldh I will
bnstitute no eompurisons as to, losation, But I have worked twelve years
at the Hast and twanty=two yoars st the West, and know the minde of the
most judicious and farwseeing men maong the leamders in our demomination,
and I ma sure that I but axprase their SSHTH Yudoment when I eay that
Chlgago, a8 a cantre of educationsl influence and power, is destined to be
segund Lo 1o oity on this continents “he founding of a ehrietisn univer
eity at this point would be a permanent addition to the mersl forges of
the world; = & source of powerful influences which wonld be felt in the
uplifting and eslvation of menfthrough all soming tises I eay & Christian
university, fully endoreing the idea to which Dr. Strong has given so mmeh
emphasis that the teachers in gll the departments should be Christians
not only in nawme but in faet,

I again beg pardon for writing at such great length and desire

you to feul free %o meke such uee of this lotter &p you may dem: best.
With sentiments of highest estosm, I am, ~ * :







OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT.

MoreAN Park, Inn.DeeC..20th,. ... . 188 8.

Dear Dr. Harper;
Let me say at the outset that you will
not find in this letter any reference to the proposed
University at Chicago, And let me say further that I
‘would not think of adding to your manifold and pressiBel,
duties were not the thing that I am to speak of & ——
ter a matter of real perplexity, not to say distress.
As you know Mr, Simpson accepted tle po-
sition of Principal of the Academy of the New Brunswick
Baptists, located at St. Martins, He went onto the
ground about the middle of July and worked till the mié=
dle of September,visiting individuals,churches and As=-
sociations in behalf of the institution with which he
was connected. Great interest was awakened and the
proskect of success seemed better thah the most sanguine
hal anticipated, But before he went to New Brunswick the
Board of the Academy had appointed a man, a Mr, Gordon,

pastor of the Church at St, Johng, New Brunswick, to the
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position of General Superintendent, not defining his

" duties very carefully, but expecting him to do general

work in the fields raising money, looking up students,

etc., It became apparent very soon, however, that he re-
garded himself "General Superintendent" in the most com~
phrehensive sense, claiming the right to employ teachers;
determine the organization of the School and to direct
the Principal. Of course this brought him at once into
sharp conflict with Mr, S., who gave the Board to under-
stand that the Academy could have but one head and a
choice must be nadec between himself and the General Su= |
perintendent, This, as you will sée, was a most unfor=
tunate and disagreeable question to Dbe forced upon the
Board at the very beginning of whe school year and it is
not yet settled, Me, Gordon is well known in the Pro=-
vinces and a man of smme influence,Mhile ir, S. is com=
paratively unknown.’And‘though 1t seems ccriaxn that the

V4 L
4 S, will be compelled to resign, his hostility to Mr,
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Simpson is great and he is doing all he can to increase
the difficulties of a successful administration of the
School. I think his unexpected and most outrageous course

has destroyed all desire on the part of Mr, S. to con-
tinue at the head of the institution longer than the pre=-

sent year, In these circunstances the question arises a-

gain whether it is practicable for him to study at Yale
or elsewhere long enough to get the degree of Ph.D?so
that he could begin his work as a teacher with a better
equipment., I have thought that he might perhaps study
one year at Yale and then, if the University should get
under way at Chicago, he could take the second year
here, at the same time doing some teaching as a means ofl
supporting his family. What could he do at Yale? Could
he get some preaching to do? Is there anything that he
could do in connection with your work? Of course I do

" not know Nwhat your opinion is of Mr, S. When he

was serving our Church as pastor the friends used to
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