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The Afi;erican School for Oriental Study and Research

raduate Institute of the leading American Universities and Theological Seminaries. It/was estab-

G. Mitchell, of Boston University, will occupy this position during 1901 and 1 ’29;:*‘”’ )

lishment was a necessary result of the prominent place Oriental Studie§ J;Wg ‘recently taken in all
ican institutions of learning, just as the schools at Athens ang,,&t}’%% were made necessary by
yds of classical study. Itisatpresentsustained byﬁg&t‘Mﬁ‘é“from the following seats of learning :

e
fies : _ Collegesam= Theological Seminaties:
A BRYN MAWR ANDOVER
YALE COLGATE AUBURN
COLUMBIA TRINITY CAMBRIDGE EPIS.
PRINCETON GENERAL

FOHNS HOPKINS HEBREW TON
CORNELL McCORMI
PENNSYLVANIA PRINCEJON
NEW YORK . UNION,

BOSTON

BROWN

Each of these institutions contributes one hundred dollars annually to its support.

The Archaeological Institute of America is represented on the Managing Committee in the person of its (
President and grants an annual subsidy of §500. Private subscriptions have this year raised the receipts to $4,000. '
The Managing Committee consists of

Chairman:—Prof. . HENRY THAYVER, of Harvard.
Secretary :—Prof. T. F. WRIGHT, D. D. ] ‘f
Treasurer:—Mr. ALEXANDER E. ORR, roz Produce Lxchange, New York.

Rev. JOHN P. PETERS, Ph. D., Sc., D. D., Explorer of Nippur in Babylonia.

Prof. GEORGE F. MOORE, Pres. of Andover Theological Seminary.

Dr. WILLIAM HAYES WARD, Orientalist and Editor of the * Independent.”
Ex-officio :—Prof. FOHN WILLIAM WHITE, Harvard, President of the American Archaeological Institute.

The excavations and researches made will be under the supervision of the Field Director, assisted by
leading Archaelogical and engineering experts. In order to carry these on continuously and adequately an
endowment fund of at least $200.000 is needed. |

This effort, if successful, will doubtless bring to light a multitude of evidences and illustrations of ancient
history, art and life in Palestine and western Asia. It is the most important movement of the kind ever under-
taken by any country whether considered from a scientific, an educational, or a religious point of view.

The School at Jerusalem depends for its ability to carry out this undertaking upon the generous co-operation
of such Americans as appreciate the highest interests of education, science and the better understanding
of the Bible.

It provides all duly qualified scholars, without distinction of creed or sex, with facilities for study and
research in the history, paleography, arts, languages, ethnography, anthropology, and archaeology of Western
Asia, such as can only be obtained on the spot. A most important part of the work of the school is excavation.

That this work is urgently needed in Palestine, is proved by the endorsements of the eminent men, who have
signed the enclosed statement, a duplicate of which has been signed by the Presidents of Johns Hopkins,

Yale, Columbia, Boston, Brown, New York, Princeton, Tufts and Cornell Universities.

Prof. Flinders Petrie in the V. ¥, Sun, Jan. 6th, 1901, says: ¢ The ruins of Syria, and indeed in Turkey in
general, are practically untouched.”

Fred. ]. Bliss, Ph. D., in an article, ‘‘The Mounds of Palestine,” says : «“ The greatest hope for fresh light on
the history of Palestine lies in the mounds scattered over ifs plains.” :

Prof. J. F. McCurdy, LL. D., in Recent Research in Bible Lands—1896,—says: “In the supremely imporiant

work of excavation little has, as yet, been systematically undertaken.”
JAMES B. NIES, Ph. D.,

HoTEL MARGARET, Teld Divector.
97 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn.






Septerber 1l4th, 1901,

Mr, Janes B, Nies, _
The Margaret, Columbia Hoighma, Brooklyn, Yew York,
My dear Sir:
I would he glad to sign the paper
which vou suggest. The subjeet is certainly an im-
portant one, ana.I would he glad to do anything T
can to favor if.

Very truly yours,
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Sorm ot (dgreement.

it is ereby HAgreed, 7hat subscribes
8 on condition that the money be devoted to the endowment of an Excava-
tion Fund, the income of which is to be wsed in defraying the expenses of such excava-
tions and explorations as may be carried on by the AMERICAN SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL
STUDY AND RESEARCH at Jerusalem. ,

End it is Also Hgreed, That, unless the full sum of $200,000.00 shall be
pledged on or before March 1st, 1903, this pledde shall be null and void.

End it is Jurther Hgreed, That this pledgde shall be redeemable as soon as
the full amount of $200,000.00 (two hundred thousand dollars) has been subscribed.

Subscriptions of $1,000 and over carry wifh them Life Membership in the
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL STUDY AND RESEARCH, and entitle such sub-
scribers to all the privileges of the school and to a free/copy of all its future publications.

Date v Subscriber

Office or Residence

Treasurer

(For the Board of Managers)

Kindly send this blank when filled in, to 'lr. Alexander E. Orr, Treasurer, 102 Produce Exchange, New York.
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EXCAVATION OF MUGHEIR, OR UR
OF THE CHALDEES

A Buried Babylonian City

The Birth-place of the Biblical Abraham and Sarah
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MUGHEIR, ok UR OF THE CHALDEES, THE HOME OF ABRAHAM.

Peters’ “Nippur™ (G, P. Pulnan’s Sons).

Sfrom Dr.

A PLAN FOR THE EXCAVATION OF ONE OF THE OLDEST
CITIES IN THE WORLD.

Half way between the ruins of Babylon and the Persian Gulf, in
the desert of Arabia, six miles south of the Euphrates, there rise
seventy feet above the plain three stories of an ancient temple,
now called Mugheir. Surrounding it is a group of mounds half a
mile in diameter, the ruins of a city which in the earliest chapters
of the Bible is called Ur of the Chaldees, the birth-place of Abra-
ham and Sarah, the city in which they spent their youth and were
married. Here Abraham and his people received their first les-
sons in religion; from here they emigrated to Palestine, the coun-
try in which they were later called Hebrews; to this city now
buried in ruins may be traced the origin of the nation which has
given the world some of its greatest characters; Moses, David,
Jesus, Maimonedes, Spinoza, Mendelssohn, the great philanthropist
Baron Hirsch, and others whose names are household words.

Equally important is Ur for the part it took in the world’s early
history. We speak of the centuries which the great cities of
Europe have lived, but we must measure the history of Ur by mil-
lenniums. Long before the names of Rome and Greece were ever
spoken, before the Pheenicians sailed the Mediterranean, before
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Nineveh or Babylon was built, or the pyramids of Egypt erected,
as long before Abraham’s time as Abraham was before our time,
Ur was a great city, the political and religious center of the great-
est empire of the Orient, and the remains of that civilization are
still preserved beneath the soil, waiting for the excavator.

In the museum at Philadelphia is a stone door-socket bearing
the name of Lugal-kigub-nidudu, king of Ur, who lived more than
6,000 years ago, probably the oldest king mentioned in history.
How many kings of Ur preceded, how much further back the
history of the city may extend, only excavations in the ruin can
determine. The city seems to have been the very cradle of the
human race. The later history of Ur is not yet much clearer.
Twice at least the city was the capital of the Babylonian empire;
once a dynasty was formed by Urgur (2800 B. C.), and continued
by his son Dungi. A few centuries later, about 2500 B. C., the
royal seat again reverted to Ur, and Gungunu, the founder of the
dynasty, was followed by a long list of kings, of whom the last
was Kudur-Mabuk, probably the Chedorlaomer (Geneéis, xiv), who
fought with Abraham.

The importance of Ur as the center of the worship of Sin, the
Moon God, continued for more than 3,500 years, through all its
political changes down to the end of the Babylonian empire. It
was the pride of the kings to repair the great temple Gish-shir-gal,
the home of Sin, and the names of several kings are found upon
its bricks. Last of all Nabonidus repaired it, and so well did he
do his work that today it is the best preserved specimen of Baby-

lonian architecture known.

The site of Ur was long a debated point, but in 1854 Mr. Taylor,
an Inglish consul, dug from the ruins some bricks upon which was

e
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the word U-ru, marking it as the original home of the Hebrews.
His excavations were slight, but the results were remarkable.
Shafts sunk here and there showed the construction of the tower-
like temple; from the corners of its second story he took the long
inscriptions of king Nabonidus, which speak of the crown prince, the
Biblical Belshazzar, whom the scholars of fifty years ago called a
legendary character. Near by he came upon the perfect walls of a
house, and at still another place he uncovered two large jars filled
with inscribed tablets. In many of the mounds were coffins con-
taining with the skeletons engraved seal cylinders, copper and clay
dishes, water jars and drinking cups, gold, silver and agate beads,
copper bangles, rings, bracelets, precious stones and weapons.
Alexander the Great said that the kings of Assyria were buried in
the marshes of the lower country. Their tombs may be found
at Ur.

What may excavations in the ruins of Ur reveal? Already we

know that three dynasties of kings lived there; remains of their
palaces must exist and search will reveal them. The inscriptions
speak of at least five temples which have stood there; one remains,
and in it we may hope to find a Babylonian library containing per-
haps the original tablets from which the stories of the Creation and
Flood were copied for the library at Nineveh. The few tablets
already discovered are a part of it. The walls of the buildings may
be covered with bas-reliefs and inscriptions, illustrating and record-
ing the history of Abraham’s people; their acts in peace and in war.
The ruins must certainly conceal images of the gods. furniture,
dishes, ornaments of costly metals and stone, and the graves of
royalty. Upon the inscriptions we shall read history now unknown ;
the beginnings of the people who gave us our religion may now be
cleared up, we shall know their manners and customs, possibly the
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origin of many religious ceremonies and beliefs which have come
to us. We can hardly conceive the possibilities which excavations
in this ruin may realize. The history of a world nation, the names
of forgotten heroes and events may be brought to light. Dr. Peters
says: “I have seen no mound which seems easier and safer to
excavate or promises greater results than Mugheir.”

The excavation of this important ruin should not be delayed, for
the people of Nasarieh, just across the river, are beginning to dig
bricks from the ruins, destroying the tablets and defacing the
inscriptions which they uncover. Any moment may witness the
ruthless destruction of some of the most valuable records of
antiquity, should the Arabs accidentally discover them.

The Turkish government grants permission to excavate ruins
such as Ur, and if once the permission is given, the excavator has
the sole right to the mound. Plans are formed to excavate the
birthplace of Abraham for the benefit of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. Whatever remains of this most ancient city are taken
from the country, they will be placed at Washington, that as at
London, Paris and Berlin, not only Assyrian scholars but the
public may have access to the earliest records of this civilization,
so important to Bible scholars.

Mugheir presents many advantages of great value to the
excavator.

1. The work which Mr. Taylor began, and the accurate
drawings which he made, will enable the excavator to proceed
with a great saving of time and expense.

2. Camp life in the desert is unnecessary. The excavator may

live at Nasarieh, the most modern town of Babylonia, but half an
hour away.

i

3. The Arabic tribes about Mugheir are now under the control
of the Turks.

4. Mugheir is in the vilayet of Busreh, a town in which large
English and American commercial interests have partly overcome
the fanaticism which is found further inland, as at Bagdad.

5. Mugheir may be reached by water, an important factor in
the expense of travel and exportation. Cargo may be shipped to
New York with but one or two changes.

6. South of Mugheir is Nawawis, the ancient Eridu, just on
the border of the Arabian plateau. Mr. Taylor, who examined the
ruin, found it to contain an ancient temple about which were
fragments of polished marble, gold leaf, gilded nails, knives, vases
and coffins, just enough to show that objects of the greatest value
are buried there. The proximity of Eridu to Mugheir makes it
possible to excavate both ruins at the same time.

The estimated amount required for the complete excavation of
Ur in two years is $50,000. While $12,000 would suffice to begin
the work, with less it should not be undertaken,

With the expedition will be at least three Americans; one who
is an Assyriologist, another a draughtsman and photographer; the
third a student of natural history, who shall collect specimens of
all kinds in the vicinity. Overseers and strong workmen may be
obtained from the surrounding Arabic tribes. The price of labor
is about ten cents a day. A force of several hundred workmen
should be employed.

An, advisory committee of representative scholars is being
formed to work out the details of the plan. A treasurer will be
appointed by the committee or the chief supporters of the expedi-
tion, to receive and disburse the funds which are subscribed.
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It is the purpose of the director to apply for a firman (permission

to excavate), at the moment the sum of $5,000 has been pledged tor

this work, with the hope of opening the excavations in the autumn
of 1900. A detailed report of the workings of the expedition will
be issued quarterly for distribution to the contributors of 100 or
more to the fund. ‘

An appeal for funds to support this expedition and for co-
operation in the work is made to every person who is interested
in the study of the Bible, history or archacology, or who desires to
see the remains of this most ancient and important city preserved

among the treasures of our National Museum.

Dr. EDGAR JAMES BANKS, Director.
Recent U. S. C qnxul at Bagdad.

10 Appian Way, Cambridge. Mass.
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A PLAN FOR THE EXCAVATION OF ONE OF THE OLDEST
CITIES IN THE WORLD.

Half way between the ruins of Babylon and the Persian Gulf, in
the desert of Arabia, six miles south of the Euphrates, there rise
seventy feet above the piain three stories of an ancient temple,
now called Mugheir. Surrounding it is a group of mounds half a
mile in diameter, the ruins of a city which in the earliest chapters
of the Bible is called Ur of the Chaldees, the birth-place of Abra-
ham and Sarah, the city in which they spent their youth and were
married. Here Abraham and his people received their first les-
sons in religion; from here they emigrated to Palestine, the coun-
try in which they were later called Hebrews; to this city now
buried in ruins may be traced the origin of the nation which has
given the world some of its greatest characters; Moses, David,
Jesus, Maimonedes, Spinoza, Mendelssohn, the great philanthropist
Baron Hirsch, and others whose names are household words.

Equally important is Ur for the part it took in the world’s early
history. We speak of the centuries which the great cities of
Europe have lived, but we must measure the history of Ur by mil-
lenniums. ILong before the names of Rome and Greece were ever
spoken, before the Phcenicians sailed the Mediterranean, before
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Nineveh or Babylon was built, or the pyramids of Egypt erected,
as long before Abraham’s time as Abraham was before our time,
Ur was a great city, the political and religious center of the great-
est empire of the Orient, and the remains of that civilization are
still preserved beneath the soil, waiting for the excavator.

In the museum at Philadelphia is a stone door-socket bearing
the name of Lugal-kigub-nidudu, king of Ur, who lived more than
6,000 years ago, probably the oldest king mentioned in history.
How many kings of Ur preceded, how much further back the
history of the city may extend, only excavations in the ruin can
determine. The city seems to have been the very cradle of the
human race. The later history of Ur is not yet much clearer.
Twice at least the city was the capital of the Babylonian empire;
once a dynasty was formed by Urgur (2800 B. C.), and continued
by his son Dungi. A few centuries later, about 2500 B. C., the
royal seat again reverted to Ur, and Gungunu, the founder of the
dynasty, was followed by a long list of kings, of whom the last
was Kudur-Mabuk, probably the Chedorlaomer (Genesis, xiv), who
fought with Abraham.

The importance of Ur as the center of the worship of Sin, the
Moon God, continued for more than 3,500 years, through all its
political changes down to the end of the Babylonian empire. It
was the pride of the kings to repair the great temple Gish-shir-gal,
the home of Sin, and the names of several kings are found upon
its bricks. Last of all Nabonidus repaired it, and so well did he
do his work that today it is the best preserved specimen of Baby-
lonian architecture known.

The site of Ur was long a debated point, but in 1854 Mr. Taylor,
an English consul, dug from the ruins some bricks upon which was
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the word U-ru, marking it as the original home of the Hebrews.
His excavations were slight, but the results were remarkable.
Shafts sunk here and there showed the construction of the tower-
like temple; from the corners of its second story he took the long :
inscriptions of king Nabonidus, which speak of the crown prince, the
Biblical Belshazzar, whom the scholars of fifty years ago called a
legendary character. Near by he came upon the perfect walls of a
house, and at still another place he uncovered two large jars filled
with inscribed tablets. In many of the mounds were coffins con-
taining with the skeletons engraved seal cylinders, copper and clay
dishes, water jars and drinking cups, gold, silver and agate beads,
copper bangles, rings, bracelets, precious stones and weapons.
Alexander the Great said that the kings of Assyria were buried in
the marshes of the lower country. Their tombs may be found
atidln

What may excavations in the ruins of Ur reveal? Already we
know that three dynasties of kings lived there; remains of their
palaces must exist and search will reveal them. The inscriptions
speak of at least five temples which have stood there; one remains,
and in it we may hope to find a Babylonian library containing per-
haps the original tablets from which the stories of the Creation and
Flood were copied for the library at Nineveh. The few tablets
already discovered are a part of it. The walls of the buildings may
be covered with bas-reliefs and inscriptions, illustrating and record-
ing the history of Abraham’s people; their acts in peace and in war.
The ruins must certainly conceal images of the gods. furniture,
dishes, ornaments of costly metals and stone, and the graves of
royalty. Upon the inscriptions we shall read history now unknown;
the beginnings of the people who gave us our religion may now be
cleared up, we shall know their manners and customs, possibly the
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origin of many religious ceremonies and beliefs which have come
to us. We can hardly conceive the possibilities which excavaticns
in this ruin may realize. The history of a world nation, the names
of forgotten heroes and events may be brought to light. Dr. Peters
says: “I have seen no mound which seems easier and safer to
excavate or promises greater results than Mugheir.”

The excavation of this important ruin should not be delayed, for
the people of Nasarieh, just across the river, are beginning to dig
bricks from the ruins, destroying the tablets and defacing the
inscriptions which they uncover. Any moment may witness the
ruthless destruction of some of the most valuable records of
antiquity, should the Arabs accidentally discover them.

The Turkish government grants permission to excavate ruins
such as Ur, and if once the permission is given, the excavator has
the sole right to the mound. Plans are formed to excavate the
birthplace of Abraham for the benefit of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. Whatever remains of this most ancient city are taken
from the country, they will be placed at Washington, that as at
London, Paris and Berlin, not only Assyrian scholars but the
public may have access to the earliest records of this civilization,
so important to Bible scholars.

Mugheir presents many advantages of great value to the
excavator.

1. The work which Mr. Taylor began, and the accurate
drawings which he made, will enable the excavator to proceed
with a great saving of time and expense.

2. Camp life in the desert is unnecessary. The excavator may

live at Nasarieh, the most modern town of Babylonia, but half an
hour away.
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3. The Arabic tribes about Mugheir are now under the control
of the Turks.

4. Mugheir is in the vilayet of Busreh, a town in which large
English and American commercial interests have partly overccme
the fanaticism which is found further inland, as at Bagdad.

5. Mugheir may be reached by water, an important factor in
the expense of travel and exportation. Cargo may be shipped to
New York with but one or two changes.

6. South of Mugheir is Nawawis, the ancient Eridu, just on
the border of the Arabian plateau. Mr. Taylor, who examined the
ruin, found it to contain an ancient temple about which were
fragments of polished marble, gold leaf, gilded nails, knives, vases
and coffins, just enough to show that objects of the greatest value
are buried there. The proximity of Eridu to Mugheir makes it
possible to excavate both ruins at the same time.

The estimated amount required for the complete excavation of
Ur in two years is $50,000. While $12,000 would suffice to begin
the work, with less it should not be undertaken.

With the expedition will be at least three Americans; one who
is an Assyriologist, another a draughtsman and photographer; the
third a student of natural history, who shall collect specimens of
all kinds in the vicinity. Overseers and strong workmen may be
obtained from the surrounding Arabic tribes. The price of labor
is about ten cents a day. A force of several hundred workmen
should be employed.

An advisory committee of representative scholars is being
formed to work out the details of the plan. A treasurer will be
appointed by the committee or the chief supporters of the expedi-
tion, to receive and disburse the funds which are subscribed.
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It is the purpose of the director to apply for a firman (permission
to excavate), at the moment the sum of $5,000 has been pledged for
this work, with the hope of opening the excavations in the autumn
of 1900. A detailed report of the workings of the expedition will
be issued quarterly for distribution to the contributors of $100 or
more to the fund.

An appeal for funds to support this expedition and for co-
operation in the work is made to every person who is interested
in the study of the Bible, history or archzeology, or who desires to
see the remains of this most ancient and important city preserved
among the treasures of our National Museum.

Dr. EDGAR JAMES BANKS, Director.
Recent U. S. Consul at Bagdad.

10 Appian Way, Cambridge, Mass.
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While it 1s true that mich 1ight has been shed upon the antiqui-
ties, geography and history of Palestine by the records and researches
of learned- travellers and by the surveys and|excavations of “Palestine
Exploration Societies", it is also true that ninety-five per cent of
the work done up to the present time has been confined to the surface
of the country only. 0f the many hundreds of ancient sites which ex-
ist, scarcely five per cent have received more than a superficial ex-—
amination and even-this small percentage has been but partially ex-
cavated. This was proved to be the case by a recent careful exami-
nation of the country.

There are numerous unsupported statements of Scripture and pro-
found gaps in history which can be supported and elucidated by the re-=
gults of scienivific and thorough excavation alone. Such work has
been done, to any extent, only at Jerusalem; while great sites, such
as the sites of the cities of the Philistine Plain, Hebron, Samaria,
Megiddo, Beisan, and many other places in Western Palestine, together
with the once opulent and important cities of Eastern Palestine, re-
main wholly untouched by the spade of the Excavator. The wonderful
results obtained in recent years by, excavations in Italy, Greece, Asia
Minor, the Islands of the Mediterranean, Bgypt, and Mesopotamia, warrant
us in expecting to find great quantities of material which will fur-
nish data, not only for elucidating the Bible, but for enriching our
knowledge of the arts, history and languages of the various nations
isentified with Palesting.

Objects which from time to time have come to the surface,
assure us that excavation will yield results ranging from the Palaeo-
lithic age up to the time of the Seljuk Turks, including Babylonian,
Egyptian, Hittite, Philistine, Amorite, Moabite, Jewish, Greek, Roman,
Byzantine, Early Arab, Crusader and other antiquities.

i This work therefore, rieeds greatly to be done, and we, the
undersigned are of the opinion that the efforts of the American School
©of Oriental Study and Research to raise the funds necessary for such
excavations richly deserve the patronage of all who desire the advance-

.~ment of knowledge whether secular or sacred.

The Rev. James B. Nies, Doctor of Philosophy, of Columbia
University, who has underiaken the ralsing of tne necessary funds, has
the full authorization of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exege-
sis which founded the Qriental School of Jerusalem, and we take pleas—

ure in giving him the added support of our endorsement, wishing him

specdy and complete success.
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Whiie it 18 true that mich light has been shed upon the antiqui-
ties, geography and history of Palestine by the records and researches
of learned travellers and by the surveys and,excavations of "Palestine
Exploration Societies", it is also true that ninety-five per cent of
the work done up to the present time has been confined to the surface
of the country only. 0f the many hundreds of ancient sites which ex-
ist, scarcely five per cent have received more than a superficial ex-
amination and even-this small percentage has been but partially ex-—
cavated. This was proved to be the case by a recent careful). exami-
nation of the country.

There are numerous unsupported statements of Scripture and pro-
found gaps in history which can be supported and elucidated by the re-=
sults of scientific and thorough excavation alone. Such work has
been done, to any extent, only at Jerusalem; while great sites, such
as the sites of the cities of the Philistine Plain, Hebron, Samaria,
Megiddo, Beisan, and many other places in Western Palestine, togethexr
with the once opulent and important cities of Eastern Palestine, re-
main wholly untouched by the spade of the Excavator. The wonderful
results obtained in recent years by, excavations in Italy, Greece, Asia
Minor, the Islands of the Mediterranean, Egypt, and Mesopotamia, warrant
us in expecting to find great quantities of material which will fur-
nish data, not only for elucidating the Bible, but for enriching our
knowledge of the arts, history and languages of the various nations
identified with Palesting.

Objects which from time to time have come to the surface,
assure us that excavation will yield results ranging from the Palaeo-
lithie age up to the time of the Seljuk Turks, including Babylonian,
Egyptian, Hittite, Philistine, Amorite, Moabite, Jewish, Greek, Roman,
Byzantine, Early Arab, Crusader and other antiquities.

s T This work therefore, rieeds greatly to be done, and we, the
undersigned are of the opinion that the efforts of the American School
of Oriental Study and Research to raise the funds necessary for such
excavations richly desérve the patronage of all who desire the advance-

~ment of knowledge whether secular or sacred.

The Rev. James B. Nies, Doctor of Philosophy, of Columbia
University, who has underiaken the ralsing ol tne necessary funds, has
the full authorization of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exege-—
sis which founded the Qriental School of Jerusalem, and we take pleas—

ure in giving him the added support of our endorsement, wishing him

specdy and complete success.
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This work therefore, rieeds greatly to be done, and we, the
undersigned are of the opinion that the efforts of the American School
of Oriental Study and Research to raise the funds necessary for such
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DOR STRAUS, EsQ., N. Y.
Hon. R. R. Hirt, Hl

Tere Ur EXPEDITION.

[ % ]

FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXCAVATING THE SITES
OF UR OF THE CHALDEES AND OTHER
ANCIENT BABYLONIAN CITIES.

ADVISORY BOARD.
‘WiLLiam Haves Warp, D.D., N Y.
Proressor PauL Haupt, PH.D., Baltimore.
Joun P. PeTeRs, Pu.D., D.D., N. Y.
Cvyrus ADLER, Pu.D., Washington.
PRESIDENT HENRY MORTON, PH.D., LL.D.,
New Jersey.
SEC'Y AND ACTING TREAS.

WiLLts HATFIELD HAzZARD, PH. D.,
138 W. 111th Street, N. Y.

DIRECTOR.

EDGAR JAMES BANKS, PH.D_.

Columbia University, New York Citye.
Nov. 12, 1900,

O e
i

President William R, Harper,

My Dear Sir:-

I am delighted to inform you that I am just in receipt
of a pledge from John D. Rockefeller, for $3,000, given with the
condition that the balanece required be raised and that it he not
paid until the firman is granted. I am also making progress in
raising money from other sources. President Morton is about to
approach Mr. Carnegie, who is a personal fricnd, and I hope the
results will be favorable. Several of the committee are urging
me to approach Mr, Charles T. Yorkes, but as yet I have found no
way to do so. I believe that you are persompally acquainted with
him and I should be very glad if you might assist me in the matter.
0Of course the greatest results might be attained if you would
mention the matter to him personally, but I hesitate to ask you,
knowing of your many duties which occupy all of your time.
However, I should be very thankful if yoa may find it your pleasure
to ask him for a contribution or assist me in reaching him, I
am enclosing under separate cover a little printed matter which
I am using in raising funds.,.

I think that by the middle of December I shall be able
to start for Turkey and ask for the firman in person. There
should he another meeting of the committes before then and if you
are to be in New York during December I should bhe very glad if
the meeting might be held while you are here. If you will kindly
inform me what date would be the most satisfactory to you I will
arrange it for that time,

Very Sincerely Yours,

Edgonnta Fenty
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Py Jidpar Jamos'xmga
7 Oolumbia University, !'ew York City.

My Dear Dr.Banksi-
As matters now stand it is quite probable that T

shall be sble to meet with the Commltiee at tho timo
vou indieate,- namely Monday, Negenber 3rd at 4 P.M,

If 1T am not present, vou will widerstand that matters

of &n important character dotain me.
Yours very truly,

10 ik -
i i o —

i




ADVISORY BOARD.

sRPER, LL. D., WiiLam Haves Warp, D. D., N. Y.
; T U E ke Proressor Paur Haupr, Pu. D., Baltimore.
Pt h dit jom P. Petess, Pu. D.,D. D., N. Y.
e D DNy e r Xpe l lon Cyrus ADLER, PH. D., Washington.
e e PresipENT HENRY MorTON, Pu.D., LL.D.,

srsT, D. D., Washi i
£ Mg & Y fmey.
251-, D. D., Mass. o . SECRETARY.
sop, Esa., N. S. For tl)e PLII‘POSG Of E)(GaUatll)q tbe Sltes Of Llr WirLis Hatrierp Hazarp, Pu. D.,

«aus, Esa., N. Y. & 72 Fifth Ave., N. Y.

- R. Hrmm, I, of the @haldees and Other Anpcient S

IEBBOROD. . ops George FosTer PEABODY,

JGAR James Banks, Pu. D. Bablel)IaQ Qlths S 27 Pine St., N. Y. C.

Columbia University, New York Citye
Nove 24th 1900 .

: My Dear President Harper: -

Mr. Isidor Straus has invited the Ur
Expedition Committee to meet in his office on the sixth floor of
the R, He. Macy's store, at the corner of 6th Av, and 14th St.
The date which I have suggested is Monday, December third at 4 P.M.
Should this hour not be suitable, or should you be otherwise en-
gaged will you kindly telegraph me at my expense that I may inform
others of the Committes. Should I not hear from you I shall hope
that you may be present at that time.

I am enclosing a list of the subscribers up to the present
time, I hope that before the meeting the list will be somewhat
inereased so that the committee may be justified in coneluding
’ all of the arrangements necessary for the beginning of the worke
I understand that the application for the firman is about to be
granted, and I see no ohstacle now in the way of perfect success.

I sincerely hope that yo1 may continue to allow vour name to
stand at the head of the committee as at present, for I am sure
that in the educated world no name in the plaece would bear greater
weight. I am sure that no burdens will now or hereafter be placed
upon you, or that you will at any time have occassion t0 regret
‘ iys appearance as President, I sincerely hope that for the
‘ sake of the work no change may be made in the Committee. I am,

‘ however, expecting to add the names of a few gentlemen as Vice-
Presidents,

Most Sincerely Yours,

& a;am }W{o /7 Ml//‘é

Vil J D f 4
Wl gt /Wﬂ(/é/ﬂ Myyw o 9/&7/ ol fnr. wbaid coers

/ Vi G R | / :
/L ouwemka /<., g/ JZQ QLTLe u4,144&f-»<; 7

Checks should be made payable to GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, Treasurer.
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ADVISORY BOARD.

R. Hareer, LL. D., WiLLLam Haves Warp, D, D., N. Y.
icago. Proressor Paur Haurr, Pu. D., Baltimore.

.t.

I h Joun P. Peress, Pu. D., D. D., N. Y.
N e Ur Expedl lon Cyrus ADLER, Pu. D., Washington.

C. Porter, D. D., N‘_Y' PresiENT HENRY MorTON, PH.D., LL.D.,
F. Hurst, D. D., Washington. New Jersey

HITNEY, Esq., Mass., % E é%' j

LouBeT, D. D., Mass. SECRETARY.

McLeop, Esa., N. S. For tbe Purpose Of E)(ea\latil)g tl?e Sites Of Llr WiLuis Hatrierp Hazarp, Pu. D.,
R STRAUS, Esq., N. Y. ¥ 72 Fifth Ave., N. Y.
ox. R R. Hirr, Tu. of the @haldees and Other Anaient p——
DIRECTOR. 5 kiss Georce FosTer PeAroDY,
EDGaR Janes Bans, Pu. D, Ba bylomal) Qltle ’7’0 - 27 Pine St., N. Y. C.

A meeting of the Ur Expedition Committee is called

i To hear the Reports;

2 To consider if the funds available and in view will
justify the beginning of the excavations, and if so, when.

3 To decide who shall be on'the staff of the Expedition,
their duties, salaries, etc;

4 To consider the advisability of engaging Dr., Hazard to
devote a part of his time at a salary of $500 a year, to edit the

Quarterly Reports, to solicit# subscriptions, etec.

5 To appoint a committee to oversee the disbursement of
the fundss
6 To transact any other business which may be brought

before the committee,

Checks should be made payable to GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, Treasurer.
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ADVISORY EOARD.
. Hareer, LL. D., WirrLam Haves Warp, D. D., N. Y.
2 T U E v Proressor PauL Haupr, Pu. D., Baltimore.
y h t Joun P. Persss, Pu. D., D D., N. Y.
: e E e r xpedl lon Cyrus ADLER, Pu. D., Washington.
. PorTer, D. D, N.. ¥. PresipeNT HENRY MoRrTON, PH.D., LL.D.,
. Hursrt, D. D., Washington. New Jersey
NEY, Esa., Mass., %E :-:@' ¥
1ouseT, D. D., Mass. 4 v BRCERTARY.
cLsop, Esa., N. S. For the purpose of EXeavating the Sites of Ur wuus Hamaso Hazawo, Pu. D.,

StrAus, Esa., N. Y. 72 Fifth Ave., N. Y.

.R R. Hurr, I, of the @haldees and Other Apecient —
B ke T Babylopiap Qities T et
SUBSCRIBERS OF THE UR EXPEDITION FUND.
John ﬁ——. Rockefeller $3,000
Mrs; Walter Aiken 1,000
Newton Theological Institution 200
Isidor Straus 200
Je« He Converse 100
Vf. E. Dodge : 100
President Henry Morton 100
We Fs Whitney 100
Robert G, Ogden 50
Gen. A; P. Ketcham 50
A, 0, Raven 50
Henry Phipps 50
Je 1\£. Seligman 50
Mrs". Henry Farnam 29
A'. Abraham 25
Mrs:. Sarah R. Ames 20
H, H.. BEwart 20
Eight of $10 each 80

& a 5
100 of $5 each dad ciheue 500

Checks should be made payable to GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, Treasurer.
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" The Ur Expedition

D.,N.Y.

., Washington. E% E i %é

i For the purpose of EXeavating the Sites of Ur
Wy L of the @haldees and Other Ancient
ARSI Babylopiap Qities

ADVISORY BOARD.

Wirteam Haves Warp, D, D., N. Y.
Proressor Paur Haurr, Pu. D., Baltimore.
Joun P. PerERs, Pu. D., D. D., N, Y.
Cyrus ApLer, PH. D., Washington.
PresipENT HENRY MorTON, PH.D., LL.D.,

New Jersey.

SECRETARY.
WiLnis HatrieLD Hazawrp, Pu. D.,

72 Fifth Ave., N. Y.
TREASURER.

GecrGE FosTER PeABODY,
27 Pine St., N. Y. C.

Estimate of the expenses of the Ur Expedi tion for one years

100 native workmen, 75 laborers at ten cents,
and 25 overseers at from 12 to 25 ecents each

per day $3, 500
Salary of the Turkish Commissioner 1,500
Deposit to the Turkish Government and. cost of firman 500
Salary of the Direector 1,200
Salary of the Engineer 800
Traveling expenses, each, one way $300 1,200
Living expenses, $500 each 1,000
Outfit, tools, etes 1,000
Expense of shipping antiquities 500
Incidentals e OBO.
Total eost of first year $12,700
Estimate of the cost for the second year,
deducting traveling expenses, cost of firman and
outfit $10,000

Checks should be made payable to GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, Treasurer.
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renown. :

And GOD saw that the wickedness of man wwas great in the
earth, and #Zat every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually, And it repented the LORD that he had made
man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the LorD

said, T will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth: both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls
of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah
found grace in the eyes of:the LORD.

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and
perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. And Noah
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth The earth also was
corrupt before God and the earth was filled with violence. And
God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was ¢ “rupt; for all flesh
had corrupted his way upon the earth. And Gd\.. said unto Noah,
The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the
earth. Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And
this zs ke fashion which thou shalt make it o/t The length of the

And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that
they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LorD
said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also 7s flesh: yet his days
shall be a hundred and twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days;
and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they
bare c/ildren to them, the same decane mighty men which were of old, men of renown.

And Gop saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and #kaf every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, And it repented the
Lorp that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the
LoRrD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me
that T have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

These a7e the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man end perfect in his gener-
ations, @zd Noah walked with God. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. The earth also was corrupt before God; and the earth was filled with violence.
And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
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ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and
the height of it thirty cubits. A roof shalt thou make to the ark,
and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark
shalt thou set in the side thereof; wit# lower, second, and third
storzes shalt thou make it.. And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood
BEWEAEES upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein 7s the breath
of life, from under heaven; and every thing that 7zs in the earth
shall die. But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou
shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy
sons’ wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two
of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep #:em alive with
thee; they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and
of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after
his kind; two of every sor¢ shall come unto thee, to keep #kem alive.
And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt
gather 7 to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.
Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

And the LorD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house
into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this gen-
eration. Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens,
the male and his female; and of beasts that a7¢ not clean by two,
the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the

ark skall be three h(xudred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it
thirty cubits. A roof shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it
above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; wizk lower, second,
and third szories shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein #s the breath of life, from under heaven;
and every thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will I establish my coven-
ant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy
sons’ wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sos¢ shalt
thou bring into the ark, to keep Ziem alive with thee; they shall be male and female.
Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the
earth after his kind; two of every sos# shall come unto thee, to keep #kem alive. And
take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather /¢ to thee; and it
shall be for food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he.

And the LorD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for
thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt
take to thee by sevens, the male and his female; and of beasts that az¢ not clean by
two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the
female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. For yet seven days, and I
will cause it ‘to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living sub-
stance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. And Noah did
according unto all that the LORD commanded him. And Noah was six hundred years
old when the flood of waters was upon the earth, And Noah went in, and his sons,
and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the
flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every
thing that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and two unto Noah into the
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male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the
earth. For yet seven days, and I wili cause it to rain upon the

earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that

I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. And
Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him. And
Noah zas six hundred years old when the flood GTlia#EES was upon
the earth. And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his
sons’ wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the
flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of
fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, There
went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the
female, as God had commanded Noah. And it came to pass after
seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth. In
the six hundredth year of Noal’s life, in the second month, the

View of Birs Nimrod, the supposed site of the Tower of Babel.

seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains
of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were
opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty
nights. In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham,
and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three
wives of his sons with them, into the ark; They, and every beast
after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl
after his kind, every bird of every sort. And they went in unto
Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein 7s the breath
of life. And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh,
as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in. And the
flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and
bare up the ark, and it was lifted up above the earth. And the
waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and
the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed
exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under
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And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face
of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons
of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they
took them wives of all which they chose. And the LorD said, My
Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also-zs flesh:
yet his days shall be a hundred and twenty years. There were giants

in the earth in those days; and also after that. when the sons of .

God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare c/zldren to
them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of
renown,

And Gop saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and #at every imagination of the thoughts of his heart wwas
only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made
man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD
said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls
of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and
perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. And Noah
begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and J~- "oth. The earth also was
corrupt before God; and the earth was filled with violence. And
God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh
had corrupted his way upon the earth, And God said unto Noah,
The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the
earth, Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And
this zs the fashion which thou shalt make it o/t The length of the

And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that
they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LOrD
said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also s flesh: yet his days
shall be a hundred and twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days;
and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they
bare ckildren to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.

And Gop saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and #:az every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the
LoRD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the
Lorp said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both
man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me
that T have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man end perfect in his gener-
ations, end Noah walked with God. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. The earth also was corrupt before God; and the earth was filled with violence.
And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted
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ark skall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and
the height of it thirty cubits. A roof shalt thou make to the ark,
and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark
shalt thou set in the side thereof; w:#% lower, second, and third
storses shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein zs the breath
of life, from under heaven; and every thing that zs in the earth
shall die. But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou
shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy
sons’ wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two
of every sort¢ shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep #em alive with
thee; they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and
of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after
his kind; two of every sorz shall come unto thee, to keep #em alive.
And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt
gather 7 to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.
Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

And the LoORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house
into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this gen-
eration. Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens,
the male and his femaly ;and of beasts that a7¢ not clean by two,
the male and his femalé, Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the
ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it
thirty cubits. A roof shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it
above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; wi#k lower, second,
and third sZories shalt thou make it. And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein 7s the breath of life, from under heaven;
and every thing that 75 in the earth shall die. But with thee will I establish my coven-
ant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy
sons’ wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every so7¢ shalt
thou bring into the ark, to keep #em alive with thee; they shall be male and female.
Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the
earth after his kind; two of every so7# shall come unto thee, to keep #em alive. And
take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather 7¢ to thee; and it
shall be for food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God
commanded him, so did he.

And the Lorp said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for
thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt
take to thee by sevens, the male and his female; and of beasts that a»e not clean by
two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the
female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. For yet seven days, and I
will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living sub-
stance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. And Noah did
according unto all that the LoRD commanded him. And Noah was six hundred years
old when the flood of waters was upon the earth. And Noah went in, and his sons,
and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the
flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that @re not clean, and of fowls, and of every
thing that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and two unto Noah into the
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male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the
earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the
earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that
I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. And
Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him. And
Noah zas six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon
the earth. And Noah went in, and his sons, ard his wife, and his
sons’ wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the
flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that ar¢ not clean, and of
fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, There
went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the
female, as God had commanded Noah. And it came to pass after
seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth. In
the six hundredth year of Noal’s life, in the second month, the

View of Birs Nimrod, the supposed site or the Tower of Babel.

seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains
of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were
opened. And the rain was upon the ecarth forty days and forty
nights. In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham,
and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three
wives of his sons with them, into the ark; They, and every beast
after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl
after his kind, every bird of every sort. And they went in unto
Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein zs the breath
of life. And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh,
as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in. And the
flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and
bare up the ark, and it was lifted up above the earth. And the
waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and
the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed
exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under
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Sept. 23, 1901,

Mr, B, J. Banks
Sonstantineplse, Purkey
My dear Mr, Banks:-
I am writing to aak vou whotmhyeu
will not give us three or four short papers on Oriental matters

~in connection, so faw &as possible, with the Xxpedition @

Discovery for the Biblieal World. We a e weat eching with great
interest yvour struggle, and are glad to know that things are
moving on so well. We shall be glad to pay vou the usual com-
‘pensation of one dollar a page. This is not very adequate,
but I hope through this to be able to interest other persons

in the Expedition.

Yours very truly,

W. R. Harper
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May 21st, 1902.

Bishop John F. Hurst,

1207 Gonnecticut Ave,, Washington, D Cu

My dear Bishop Hurst:-

So far as T can learn there is no evidonce that
Hre Banks is not worthy to be in charge of the work we havo entrusted to him.

-2

We have every mase@d t'é‘{boliove that there is no foundation in the reports
you have recoived, ' '

Yours very eruﬁy,

E'B_mrper
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JOHN F. HURST
BISHOP OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1207 CONNECTICUT AVENUE
WASHINGTON,D.C.

May 6, 1902.

President William R. Harper,

Chicago, Ill. ;;7
My dear President Harper:

A report from Bagdad seemingly trustworthy

has just rsached me through an acquaintance in this city that
Mr. Edgar James Banks, who is the director of the so-called
Expedition to Ur of the Chaldees, is not worthy to mwe in charge
of such work. Severe criticism is made of his business methods
as resulting in loss of public confidencs. Have you an similar
information, or reason to believe there is truth in such report?
Those who may have ziven Mr. Banks financial backing ought surely
to be protected from abuse of their money, and such of us as
have allowed our names to be associated with the undertaking
ought not to allow our names %to cover any crookedness.
With high personal regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

// e
/
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t ChnBi o Thodeb 1 3 B
(Aana. \MMJ/L\ Wwemm 16th has been

handed to me by my secr-tory upQﬁ return !rom ‘.Bur
just come from Comstantinople. jou e whols

matter with Banks. Tt was from hi

Corwaittee ef the Ur of r'hamm expedition had d!sb&nd@%
Univarsity of Chieare hus received a very handsome gift which will be

continued each year for ten yoars for exploration. We have made

& request for permisston to dig at larsa (Senkereh). RBanke' request

for permission to dig at Rismyeh is etill in the hands of the
Sultan. The American Minister thinks it will be pgranted. Tn
view of the disbanding of the American Cormittee, the ¥inister or
Barks will tirm it over to the University if we wish it. ] am 3
hoping to have cable news within a short time.

Hoping' that you are well, T remain

Yours very truly,

W. R. Hasper
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