Che American Iouwrnal of Semitic Languages and Literatures
The University of Chiragn

Nove,ber 13, 1906,

To the Acting President,
The University of Chicago.

Wy dear Mr. Judson:=- tha

I have received‘d letter from Mr, Banks,
and I would advise that you request him to send the receipt
for the fifty liras to you so that we may present it at any
time. I do not think it wise to present it now. It will be
better to have it in our hands and to debate the question of
making use of it later. I think it would be well for you in
your letter to Dr. Banks not to mention this as my proposal
since he seems to be rather bitter against nre,.

Sincerely yours,

L ’
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IS e ihe i







TREVOR ARNETT

The Wniversity of Chicago

FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER
AupITOR

Office of the Huditor
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K ¥ ' ; CHICAGO, May 7, 1907,

My dear Dr, Judson:=
I am returning herewith the lette r of Dr,

R.A, Hume of April 11th last. I am glad that they finally dis=-
covered the 50 pounds sent from Chicago., It seems rather strange
that when he was expecting money from Chicago and Portland, that
when the monev came from Chicago, and was so designated, he and
the treasurer should both attribute it to the account expected
from Portland,

With regard to the $10.00 still in his hands, I presume
the University will not require that refund, because of the trouble
and expense that he has been put to in conrection with the matter,

Yours truly,

Ay i
'»’,/ ATV M
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“'Hon. P. ©. Lowdan,

U.8. House of Repressntatives, Washington, D.C.

¥y dear Mr. Lowdsn:-

For the past five vears the
University has been angaged in certain work of an archaeo-
logical natures within the limits ef the Turkish Fapire
undsr a gift of $10,000 a yeer for that perioed from Yr.
Joehn D. Rockefslleor. In the early years of the period
the work under a firmsn from the Sultan was conducted im
Babylonia. Tine misconduct of the University agent in
charge of the excavatiouns, who by the way T may add is nét
e member of the University of Chicsgo faculty, led to the
winding up of the work there and the undertaking of a new
line of work in Bgypt, whare for twe veara past our
Professor of Bgyptology has been engaged in phnotographing
many of the mommentx in the Wile valley. The five year
period expires with the coming summer. The University is
anxious to obiain a renewal of the firman for the conduct
of tznavationt in the limits of the Turkish Bmpire but
not in laypt. It is not likely fﬁii*l%?E‘-111 be resumed
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;;“Eikyleuia. It mey be added that a&nfirman has recently
been granted te Harvard for similar work. The preper
mode of presentation is for formal application to be made
by the University and this applicatien to be presented

to the Turkish government through the Aasriouh anbassador
to Censtantinople, under the direction of the Department
of State. Of course this is a purely scisntific piece
of work and is to be conducted wholly in accordance with
the laws and regulations of tihe Turkish Bmpire, for the
benefit of scholarship at large.

I am writing now %to ask if it will be convenisnt for
you to ses the Secretary of State and sscertein if, in
viaw of all thus circunstances, ithe Seeratury w;li in case
a formal application is praseated, forward it to tue
Ambassador at Constantinople with a roguest for his ald
in securing the f{irman. It would ol courss ve extremely
helpful if the President would hiumalf be intorsstod in
the matter. I may add thst tae request will be accompanied
by the endorsemsnt of sciontific men in the lins of archaeo-
logical research io this country and alsc frog other insti-
tutions. I regret to trespass upon your ﬁim; but am
venturing to draw a draft on your duties as a trustee of
the University.

Very truly yours,

He &, j@io
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The American Iournal of Semitic Languages and Literatures
The Wniversity of Chicagn

May 8, 1908,
The Fresident of the University,
Chicago, Illinois.
My dear WNr. Judsoni
1 beg leave to report the following items connected with my trip to

Philadelphisa, New York and Loston::
1y FIRVAN~ a. Frofessor Eilprecht régarded my proposed letter to Hemdy
Pey as diplomatic 2nd urged mwe tc send it at once.c Un my return I copied it

and sent it to Hemdy bey.

b. Frofessor Eilprecht showed we a letter from Kalil Fey in<:

which he wrote in a kindly way concerning the University of Chicago and myself

c. Frofessor Hilprecht assurea we that he thought there woula
be 1little difficulty in obtaining a firman.

d. He gave me assurance of his assistsnce in Constantinople.
I think it would be diplometic and wiée for me to go to Constantinople while
Frofessor Hilprecht is there. If I had not arranged to teach during the first
half of the sumher cuarter I think that I would go to Constantinople $o as to
reach there a week or two after Frofessor Hilprecht's arrival. This matter
should be taken into consideration,
h BAEYLONIAN ANTICUITIES- T took up the cuestion of Eabylonian antiquities
with Noorian in New York. I found the collection a very valuable one and the best
preserved of any I have ever seen, I know that it can be obtained now for $3200.
I think perhaps $3?OO cash woulc purchase the collection., I regard this as an
extremely low price for sueh 2 collection. Noorizn is willing to ship the
collection to the Nuseum so that it may be studied for a month

before purchase.

3. THE FETERS-BILFRECHT CONTKOVERSY~ Eleven of the Sixteen who signed the







The American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures
The Nniversity of Chiragn

Nr. Judson 2.

letter to Frofessor Hilprecht asking for a statement were present in Cambridge
at the meetings of the Oriental Society. There was great excitement during the
twe days on sccount of the various elements present.” Nine or ten of the eleven
present signed ; staterent to this effect,-"we have received your publiecation.
Without attempting to express an opinion on the facts at issue we deem it best
that an end be put tc this controversy as speedily as possible". The same

men would have been content #ith a stztement to this effect,- "if we had
received your publication two years mgo in New Haven it would have made it
unnecessary for us to have written the letter of April 18th which was sent

to you." bBoth sides clzim a victory.. In the opinion of nine out of ten the
action was & virtual acquittal of Frofessor Hilprecht,

4, Frofessor Jewett was made Seritic Fditor of the Journal of ' the

Awerican Orientzl Society.

(91]

. 1 was appointed to represent the Society at the Interrationsl Congresg
of Oriental Archaeology to be held in Cairo in April, 190¢., 1 suggested that

the nares of Frofessor Ereasted and Dr. Reisner be added to mine as delegates

for the Society and this was dbne.

I regard the trip as most successful.:

Very truly yours,

Kot et Fraricio dor e,

Fresident Harry Fratt Judson,
University of Chicago,

Chicago, Illinois.







@he American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures
The University of Chicagn

June 20, 1908,

The Fresiacent cof the University,
Chieago, T1linois.
My dear Mm. Judason’
1 sr senaing you a letter which T have received from
Bamay Bey. Tt is a diplematic letter. Tt may mean ncthingl Tt may
mean a great deal. I myself, am very ruch fleased with it. Tt is
even wcre friendly than 1 had expectead.

Very truly yours,

Roberr Traues Karfoor,
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' %o are sesdy now to ge foreard with the
satter qt"m application at Constentinople for a firmen. It
ml&ht degirable:

. First, To save Profosesr Robert Fraseds Harper, #ho e to be

m University representative in tho mstior, receive a letter of
introdugtion from the Scerelary of Btate;

second, For the Sceretary of State to send a sommunieation o
the Aubzssader al Constantinople, Mr. 1@ishran, comaerding the
University of Chisago's applicatien A,thv\"o&gh ¥y, Herper to his good
offices.

Tuird, 11 would be very helpful if the President, as an
ronorary slusuxs of the Upiversity, should help the matter alemg,
gither through the Amoasseder or through giving a mote of recommen=
dation to Professor !}«rpar. Whether this latter is practicable
you cen judgo vettet than 1.  Mr. Harper weuld wish to seil
about the 15th of July.

With best wishes, I am,

Hen. Fm 0¢ m. ‘
Oregon, Illinels,
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June 29, 1908

UMy dear President Mlivtie

awamumwmzﬁ
taking the liberty of reforrimg to you. Harvard has had within
recovt yoars, I am sware, & firman permitting excavations within
the limits of the Ottaman Hepire. Hay I ask if the fimman was
granted to the University, or to an individual, mnd, further,
if there was sny ssrious difficulty im obtaining the permit? Any
information on these heads I shall esteen as a favor,

Very truly yours,
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i ‘& barvard Theological Review

Editorial Committee

G. F. MOORE, Chairman @/(
W. W. FENN

J. H. ROPES A . July 8, 1908, Cambridge, Mass.

Dear President Judsonie=

Your letter of June 29 to President Eliot asking about our
experienﬁbs in gottiné:?irman from the Turkish government for excavation in
Palestiné has been sent to me to answer because the records of the Committee
are in ny keeping.

I am sorry to say that we found great d¥fficulty and much delay in
getting the permission to work at Samaria., The officials in Constantinople
were = as I think they generally are - very promising: Hamti Bey,with whom
in the end the decision in all such matters is supposed to rest, was apparently
very friendly and assured us that the permission would be given; that it was
only a matter of complying with the formalities of the law. These "formali=
ties™ under the new Turkisnh law proved to be more complicated and vexatious
even than under the old law. When they were all complied with and the papers
had all been semt to the proper bureau in Constantinople, we were again
assured that the firman would be issued withbut delay. So far from this being
the case, months intervened during which we heard nothing more about the
matter.

Finally when a year and a half had gone by from the {ime of our original
application, Mr, Schiff,who had offered to provide the money for the excavation,
made up his mind that the permission would not be fortheceming,at all,or that
if it wers, the authorities who had shown themselves so unaccommodating would

continue to put obstacles im our way which would make the work difficult,if

not impossible,and accordingly withdrew his offer.
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barvard Theological Review

wtee

;RE, Chairman
NN .
<oPeS 2w Cambridge, Mass.

We were therefore greatly surprised about the beginning of this year to
be informed by cable that the firman had been issued,and that under the terms
of the Turkish law it was necessary for us to begin excavations in April.

We found this a very embarrassing requirement, because in the 'meantime Pro=
fessor Reisner,who was to have dirscted the work, had made,with our consent,a
contract for three years with the Egyptian governmert to conduct their ex=
plorations in the area which is presently to be flooded by the raising of
the dam at Assuan, and was at the time out of reach in Nubia. However, we

. succeeded in making other arrangements and in getting the work started within
the limited time allowed. Professor Lyon went out from here in April and
Took general charge of the work. He has thus far made rather discouraging
reports about the obstacles which have been put in our way by the Turkish
officialsfand the Commissionpfppointed by Hamdi Bey to watch the excavations.
These difficulties are of a kind with which all excavatorsiin the Turkish
é;mpir& are familiar, but they seem to have been more than usually exasperating.
In his last letter he speaks more hopefully of the prospect of overcoming
them,

The firman was taken out for the University in the name of Professor
Rcéﬁner,and‘unless I am nistaken, the Turkish law requires that such firmans
be issued to individuals, The authorities however made no difficulty about the
virtual transfer of the permission to Schumacker, who is in actual charge7 Ia
not sure whether a formal transfer was madee Reisner s been in Palestine

once or twice and remains in connection with the work in an advisory capacity,=
/
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barvard Theological Review

nmittee

MOORE, Chairman

V. FENN 2
H. ROPES Cambridge, Mass.

that perhaps it was not thought necessary to have any change made in the
documents themselves,

If I can give you any further information out of our experiences, I
should be very glad to do so.

Sincersly yours,

j Do

President H. P. Judson.







@he American Iournal of Semitic Languages and Literatures !

|

2’ ( . The University of Chiragn ; ]

é _,( 4 |
; V’k

G Fortion of & letter of July 14, 190¢& from George F. Moore to Frofessor Harper

"We have been having rather discouraging letters from Lyon; hLe
has been having a great deal of trouble  with the Turkish officials,
particularly with his commissioner. The governor of Eeirut required that ’
payments to the owners of land and trees at Sebastiye should be made in
the presence of the authorities at Nablus. Inasmuch as most of the %
peasants are in arrears for taxes,this meant practically that the afore-
said authorities took possession of the money paid,and the unfortunate
man was thus deprived at once of his lands and his money. The com-
rissioner (whom Lyon describes as a degenerate reprobate from Jerusalem)
has made himself officious by refusals to allow durping of the earth
in the only places where it could conveniently be dumped, snd magnifying

his greatness in other ways.
The result is thst the work has been interrupted repeatecly,
and at last Lyon and Schumacher were compelled tc¢ gc both to Beirut and

Constantinople. In both places they got fair promises; whether they get

anything else rerains to be seen. "

‘?(04;49L4’5%§;;::;C4;a.Elleauﬁul‘l_, L
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AMERICAN EMBASSY,

/X,ﬁ‘ CONSTANTINOPLE.

September 17th, 1908,

Dear Sir:

I desire to acknowledge the receiprt of your
letter of June 29th, 1908, presented a few days ago by
Professor Reobert Francis Harper of ycur University.

Dr. Harper has already had a very cordial
interview with His Excellency Hamdi Bey, Director of
the Imperial Ottoman Museum, who is evidently inclined
to assist in every way possible to make Dr. Harper's
mission in this country successful.

I need hardly add that the Embassy is ready,
as alweys, to assist the University of Chicagc and its

representative in every way that it properly can.

Very sincerely yours,

The Honorable Harry Pratt Jordan,
etc, etc, etc,

The University of Chicago.
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I epwy you vour stay i Censtantingpie &

= ftar 4 Lnsuageys b ion,
jinsuguration, or soon &8I% - -

{3 goonnac s 3 33 pon o . "‘31 : =
i letter from Surton speaks of facte amdl SEmeed ballis W : T
ghipg or o jolm vow
- i # for our sed
Everything beve tu wovisg slonsen tdy SPeps
whe #is 23 e SO B ) 1 ’t'}"p aroawpeTIng .
¢ Xorn iﬂ--‘ Q‘swuﬁfw RRY AFe, »
ipae 0L EOYE "
# -

. onald the hops that o
i ta o 3 e Bltw; & YOUS Jﬂ? i the hop "
Plense give me csgmeds TR TRl AnG SRS

il be srowned WAth

WW*W@: se wall ae in Jenesst.nsepgls wild
COMpiate MESSY Your fawer of the 28th of September ie a! hand,
Yarwy truly yours,
Since its receipt I have also gone over in detail your offieisml
report and your detailed letter to ¥r, Price. I have besn extremely
interested in your doings thus far. It geems to me that you have
reason to congratulate yourself on a thorough success. I have
had various communications from the Department of State informing me
that they have taken up the matter with the Ambassador, and netifying
! me of the reseipt of a cable despatch from the Ambassador promising
his cordial support. I am inolined to think that the State Depart-
mtmontmutmnhhmmmmtmvm find him
ready to do anything in his power. Of course we must be patient,
expecting the usual Oriental delays. At the same tims, evervthing
.80 tuw:uunrypm. and I certainly hope that veu
will sueceed in getting the site for which you have applied. It is
especially gratifying that the old matter has been cleared ocut of

Frofeegor A, ¥ Sarone,

the uy,um m mfﬁﬂ‘ will iboav % right basis.

&5 Grest u*m‘i k >y L 3-‘“1,
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I envy you your stay in Constantinople at the time of the
insvguration, or soon after iha inauguration, of the comstitution.

4 letter from Hurton speaks of facts and Samuel tells me of Paul's
going on to join you.

Everything here is moving ploasantly. Except for our sad
ldss of xsrn &m the Faculty are, I think, prnpn?g
Mgtu-ynmtarnluimapt yourself the hope that your
work in Jerusalem as well as in Constantinople will be crowned with
complete success. |

Yery truly yours,

g

Great Russell St., London, England.
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November 27, 1908

Honsieur le Directeur Générale
It giveé me pleasure to acknowledge vour esteemed faver

of 11,/ 24 October with regard te the apnlieation of the University of
Chicago through Professor Robert Fruneis Harper for a firmen per= ;
mitting excavation at Mugheir. The University appreciates ya;zft‘!"&‘ o
Excellency's courtesy to Professor Harper, and your intercst in the
application.

Trusting that it may be consistent to give fimal effect to your
generous disposition in the matter, in order that the University
may be enabled to comduet this very interesting and important piece
of research within the limits of the Ottoman Empire in the interests
of archasologieal scienmce, I am, with sineere regarde,

Yery truly yours,

President

His Exeellency, Hemdy Bey,
Constuntinonle, Turkey.
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. 51 Wells Street, Greenfield Mass.
August 15th. 1911.

Pregident Henry P. Judson,

Chicago, 111,
Dear President Judson:-

You may remember that some years ago L was the Field
Director of the Babylonian Expedition of the uUniversity of
Chicago; and of course you are aware tlat the results of that
expedition have never been given to the public.. 1t was understood
between Professor R. F. Harper and myselr thathe was to have the
first fight to publish a volume of the inscriptions, that I should
have the second right if he should fail to publish them, and that
I should publish the official report of the expedition if it
should be desiredi. 1t was also understood, though no writing
was made to that effeet, that 1 should be at liberty to write
a populay account of the expedition if I should wish to do so.
I have prepared a manuscript, something of the nature of Dr. Peter's

"Nippur; and am about to submit it to a publisher, but before

doing so, I have thought it best to inform you of my intention.
I do not wish to have any communication with Professor Harper, and
I hope t'is note will not be referred to him, but I should
appreciate it if I might have a word from you, as President of the
ﬁnivereity, expressing vour willingness, or approval of my
purposé. I assure you that in the book absolutely no aninosity
is shown to Professor Harper or to anyone else, nor is there a

statement which, I think, could be objectionable to anvone.lhe
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expedition, as you may know, was the result of my own efforts.

L obf@ined'the iradéfafter a struggle ol three yeqrs in
Constantinople and the expenditure of practically all I had, and
used it for the benefit of the University, and I did all of

the work in the field. The results were of far greater value
than of most other expeditioné to Babylonia, aWl I believe that
at least & popular account of the work should be published.

Hoping that you may favor me with a reply, I am, 1

Very Sincerely Yours, a”/b%£¢
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Chicago, Octeber 12, 1911

Dear Sir:e

Your favor of the 9th inst. is roceived.  The previous
cormunication came while T was abroad, and it wms impracticsble to
reply at that time. The publication which vou propose was of course
not contesplated in the agresment between yourself and President
Harper. T could not therefore express an orinion on the matter,
and least of all write a letter which could be used in commection
with publieation. The nearest approach %o such publication as vou
contemplate is found in the Tth article of the comtract, but of
course magazine articles are guite different fron a beck. T ought
to add that Professor Harver has not tried in the slightest degree
to interfere with the university's relations te yml!‘.

Very traly ‘

L4

¥r. m Je Banks,
51 ¥ells S%.,
Graenfield, Mass,
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LABORATORY OF
EDWARD WESTON, SC.D.,LL.D.
NEWARK, N. J.
N g J7 April 19.
{77 ‘\C' : # 3
[ \(pstr™ /
/s
y L
To the
Secretary,

Chicago University,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Sir:

The attached copy of letter is self-explanatory,
and is sent to you in confidence by Dr. Weston with the

thought that it may be of interest.

Very truly yours, X

r
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Edgar J. Banks

-

Alpine, Ne deo

April 5, 1920

Dr. Edward Weston,

Waverly Park,
Newark, N. J. ; i
¢ o P X
Dear Sir: ; : o
: S ; % 7

The Arab workmen whom. I formerly employed while

‘excavating in Babylonia for ‘the University of Chicago, have

recently sent me a collection of ancient inscribed Babylonian-
clay tablets or books found in the buried cities. They are

‘letters and business documents of verious kinds, dated from

400 to 2,400 B. C. and are the equal of those treasured in
the great museumse ’

Would you eare to have a few of them for your library,
or to present to some school in which you may be interested ?

1 am seeking to dispose of the tablets, not so much
for profit as to awaken an interest in the ancient civiliza-
tions. The price is very small, from one to five dollars each,
a fraction of the prices an antiquity dealer would charge.

May 1 send to you by parcel post a few of the tablets
on approval, with the understanding that.any or all mey be re-
turned if you do not care for them ? - Each tablet is accompanied
with a deseription stating its age, its contents, the place where
found, and my guarantee that it is genuine.

Sincerely,

(Signed:) Edgar J. Banks.

B/HL

e






May 4, 19820

Dﬂé?‘ﬂir:

;f; Your favor of the L9th of Apiix addressed to the
s&éreﬁgry of the University of Chicage is handed to ma.

1 thqﬁk you fo# the information. Of course you understand
tﬁut;eho gentleman in qneutlén has no connection and-hal
E#Qt gaa for years with the University of Chicagoe

Very truly yours,

e Je Oe Zi’ﬁl.r;
‘Laboratory of Zdward Weston,

Nowarky H.Je
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May 25, 1925.

Mf. James H., Tufts,
The University of Chicago,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Tufts:

I enclose herewith an exchange of
correspondence with Mr. Breasted which is self-
explanatory. Please don't bother to acknowledge.

Yours ecardially,
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(COPY)
Chicago, April 27, 1925.
Dr. James H. Breasted,
¢/o President Livingston Ferrand,
Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York.,
Degr Dr. Breasted:

My sister, Helen Swift Morris, married a few years ago
Féancis Neilson, previocusly an M.P. of Great Britain. Mr. Neilsaﬁ
is a fine type of physical manhood, about 60 years old, extremely
alert mentally and physically. He is one of the best informed men
I have ever met, and his general knowledge of history, literature,
and the other arts continually amazes me. He is quite assertive,
but how profound I am not prepared to say.

He has had a varied ca;eer - having traveled pretty nearly
everywhere, having toured the United States as a member of various
important Shakespearean companies in his early days, then returning
to England in the publishing business, and then becoming a Member of
Parliament, at ﬁhich time he wrote both books and plays largely critical
of present politics in England., He was out of patience with the Lloyad
George policy throughout the war, and became an extreme Wilson fan;
took out United States naturaliéation papers during Wilson's administra-
tion, and afterwards when we entered the war became pretty discouraged
with the world at large!

Now, with this preliminary, in which I have tried to give
you a view of the situation without taking any real responsibility, I
proceed to my next point --

I am in receipt of a letter from him which reads as

follows:
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"Napoli, March 31, 1925.
"Dear Harold:

"When Helen and I were in Cairo, we learned about a
concession to excavate which may be obtained from the Egyptian
authorities, if proper influence is brought to bear upon them,
and I have been wondering whether you could use your influence
with Professor Breasted to help me. I have been told that he
can do a great deal in a matter of this kind.

"It would be a great thing to have the support of the
University of Chicago, and if you could assist me in this way, I
would readily consent to the University taking a share in the
treasures, if any are found in the territory.

"Mhere is no call for money. The whole of the outlay after
the concession is obtained, would be provided by a man, a Bedoin,
whose confidence I have. This man knows for a fact that there are
treasures of great value in the territory for which we shall require
the concession to excavate. The man is well known to Professor
Breasted, and he is anxious for Professor Breasted to support the
application to be made to the Egyptian authorities. The reason why
the man himself cannot obtain a concession is that he is a Bedoin
ard a dealer in antique objects of art.

"I am told, on good authority, that there is no native who
knows more about the hidden treasures for which cacessions have
not yet been obtained than the person I referred to above. Helen
and I met him several t'imes and both of us are convinced that he
is a thoroughly honest and well informed man. His reputation is
deservedly high. And he is always in close touch with the fallaheen,
who sometimes come upon a tomb in their agricultural work, anml keep
the secret, because the Egyptian government treats them harshly,
scarcely ever rewarding them when they make a find,

"I know you will not regard this as a story about another
Tut-an-Kamen tomb, Nevertheless, I should like you to turn the
matter over in your mind and think pretty seriocusly of 1t. The
first thing is to get me in close touch with Professor Breasted,
because the information of the whereabouts of the territory for
which we shall require the concession will be imparted to him. If
all goes well, Helen and I shall pass next winter in Egypt, and
who knows what we may discover if the concessién be obtailned.

"I am very glad to say that Helen is in much better health.
My love to you all.
"Ever yours,
Frank."
Looking at the matter entirely impersonally and without any

reference to the fact that he 1s a connection of mine, will you please

advise me what you would 1like done in the matter? Perhaps the most
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logical thing for me to do is to write him that you have been
abroad and will be in Chicago around the middle of May or the
first of June and that perhaps he had better write you direct.
Do you agree, or have ycu any other suggestion? You will see
thét I want the situation handled merely from the best point of
view for the University and not to be a factor in it myself.

I note he says the project does not require funds.
Possibly he and Mrs, Neilson could supply moderate amounts 1if it
were necessary. I am so im}olved that I could not, I am sure.

Shall appreciate hearing from you at your convenlence.

Yours cardially,
HAROLD H., SWIFT

HHS DEP
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(COPY) 3

Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York.
May 2, 1925.

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Harold H. Swift,
Union Stock Yards,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Swift:

- I have read with great interest jour letter of
April 27th, repeating a letter of Mr. Francils Neilsan from
Naples, regarding an excavation project in Egypt.

First, let me express my appreciation of the interest
whichMr. and Mrs.Neilson have shown, and also my thanks tc you
for sending the whole matter forward to me. As you, yourself,
have probably discerned, the project as proposed by Mr, Neilson
involves some difficulties. In expressing myself about these,
please do not understand me as in the least degree opposed to
the enterprise. On the contrary, if the project is to be carried
through there is no way to do so except by clearing away these
difficulties.

The first point to be noted is that these tales of
hidden treasures reported by natives, even intelligent natives
of good address, are quite common. I always look into them when
they are reported to me, for now and again there is something in
them; but usually they are "cock and bull" stories with no facts
behind them. Perhaps in this case there may be very tangible
facts behind the story, and probably the only way to find out
vhether there are any facts behind it 1s to secure a concession
and begin work.,

The second difficulty "is this, that the Bedouin in
question in the last instance will probably want the concession.
in his own name even though he states at this juncture that he is
ready to stand in the background and see us obtain the concession;
but even if he does cmsent that the concession shall be in the
name of some one else, or an institution, I doubt whether we could
find a reputable archeelogist or a responsible institution willing
to carry on work in Egypt supported by an Oriental whose only in-
terest in such work is a mercenary one. ‘I have been closely ;
agssoclated with Egyptians for owver thirty years anmd I have never
yet seen one who had an interest in the antiquities of his country
other than a mercenary interest. Please treat this last remark

as strictly confidential as it would cause me great t
were published. , grea rouble 1if 1t




% | (Y900)
v terovialU I[lLentod

oY well 808431
.38@L .8 yeM

JAITHEAIFNOD dMA JANOEAd1

J1twE .H bloxsH .M
28b18Y o032 molaU

.elonltllI ,o8soldd

3 Tiwe M age(d

1o wsddel 'mo.t deoxodnl dmexy ditw besex eved I :
motl melleoll elonex™ .2=M Yo a9ddel s m.t:ms?e'x A3V IlagA
Jqygd al Joefo1g moldsvesoxe ne zuibisges .eslqgs¥

- Jeoxsdnl et 1o moldsloeuqgge ym seerqxe em Jel , textd /
woy od ednsrdd ym oels bas mwode oved moellsW,exM brs , Mo triw
leewwoy oy eA  .om oF Drswrol Toddam elodw edd maitbree T0%
moellell .«M y¢d beeogorqg es Josfowy edd  bemrsoetb yldsdorg svaed
oeodd dwode Yleeym yrteesrgxe ol .eoldluolltlb amoe zesvioval
o3 beeoqgo 9eugeb Jeseol odd nl 28 em bnaederobuw Fom ob sesalg
belarso od ol el doslorqg edd Il .yistdnmos odd a0 ,saliqgiredme edd
egorfd yews natrsslo yd dgeoxe os ob ot ysw on el sxedd dgwoadd
: « 263 lywolT1Lth

o selsd eeodd dsdd 2l bedom od od Intog Jext? odT
eovidan dnegtllednt nmeve ,zovidan yd bedvoget sowwesord mebbld
agordw mod odal ool eyawls I .oommoo o3 tup e1s eeexbbs boozy 1o

nt galdiemoe el eterdd nlsgs bne wom T ,em o Dedvoget o1s Vedd

308t on fdlw zetrode "I[Iud bre dooo" ews yerld yllswew dud imerd
oldlaged yrev od yam oterdd eeso elrdd ml egsdred .medd balded
dwo bt od yew ylmo eodt yldsdorq bms  yirode edd balded adosl

rmoleeoonos 8 o wose of el It batded edost yns exe eTerld wedde dw
A Mtow ntyged bre

\ st nlpobe8 ot dedd afdd el ydlwollllb brooee eodT
‘ ' nolzeeomos odd dmew yldsdotqg [Ilw somsdent Jeel odd nt noldeewp
et od 3 st euwdonni eldd de sedsde eod dgwordt move emsm WO eid ot
cmotegeomon odd ntsddo er ose bms baworgloed efd al bnsds of ybsex
arfd af od [Larde molegeomoo orld Jadd Jrnezrwd seob sd Il meve Iud
- hivos ew Teddedw ddwob I . motdudident ms %0 .e2le emo emoe 10 smec
antlitw poldpdlident eldlemogaet & <O Jelgolesdous eldedwget 8 bult?
-at ylgo eeodw Iedmet«0 as yd hedwoqque dgysE nl dow 00 YIIsy od
yfeeolo moed eved I .emo yisasorem £ al Aww rbue at Jeexsd
geven evad I bue evsey ydualdd Tevo w0l enetiqgyed ditw bedslooees
grdmpos sid o setdtupldos erdd ot Feeqednl ns bed odw emo feea Jey
B Hwemot Jesl elfd dsead eeseld .deorednl yismeoTem 8 aeed Torido

: L0 L o bBlrow 3! es [elinebiimoo yldolude es
3t ¥t eldpord Iseuay om oaus | T st

- P . . 1
MJ_A_ RN a0 L WY = ikl 8 i s AR 3 i B Nl e

——
SRR . A




i

Another serious difficulty is this. Excavation has
ceased to be a casual trenching in some promising situation for
taking out a few valuable treasures and then relinquishing the
place. Excavation has, quite properly, come to be a consecutive
program, obligating the excavators to continue work on a given
site for a period of years, resulting in an exhaustive report of
every fact which the place may contribute to our knowledge of the
past. Unless, therefore, the Bedouin in question were ready to
support an enterprise like this for a period of years,covering
the complete clearance of the site, I am convinced no reputable
archaelogist or institution would be willing to undertake the
project. . -

Finally, it would be necessary that a skilled and ex-
perienced field man should have immediate charge of the excavations
anmd be given sole control of the excavations, no matter what the
native donor of the funds might wish him to do.

I hope that what I have said above may contribute
something toward clearing up the adjustment of the plan for
putting through the excavations in whieh your sister and brother-
in-law are so interested., It happens that we now have at the
University of Chicago a field man of wide experience in practical
work on the ground, who would be just the man to put in charge of
such a task., He would, however, require a salary of at least $3500
a year and traveling expenses out to Egypt amd back. The salary I
suggest is far less than such men now command on the average but
he happens to be without a post at the moment and I think would be
willing to accept such a salary.

I hope that the above suggestions may meet the situation,
ard it may be that you will want to forward them to Mr. and Mrs.
Neillson., _

Believe me, with kindest regards,

Very faithfully yours,

(sgd.) JAMES H. BREASTED
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%um»@glo& hovud May 25, 1925,

lir. Francis Nellson,
Royal Automobile Club,
London, England.

Dear Frank:
I ackmowledge your letter of May 31 from Naples snd -
also confirm my cable of May 19 as follows:

"Breasted returns Chicago June lst., Suggest
write direct full details. Am writing Eondm."

I am sorry to delay in answering, the reason being that
1 have wanted to get a 1little further information as to the usual
conditions under which the University of Chicago has had any hand
in excavations, 1In general I sum up my conclusions about is follows:

(1) Projects of this sort often involve serious
difficulties and, of course, reports of hidden
tresgures are likely to be gheatly exaggerated.

(2) Usually Bedouins have mercenary or finamcilal
reasons for thelr desires to excavate so that
an educational institution would have to go
slowly befare lending its name to what might be
regarded purely & commercial venture. Similarly,
a reputable archaeologist would be slow to hook
up in the project so that the man would need to
be carefully investigated and his motives and
proposed method of procedure ascertained.

(3) Excavation at this time has ceased to be a hasty
ami casual thing but if Pntered into usually re-
quires that the excavators shall continue to work
on the project for a period of years resulting in
exhaustive reports of every fact which may contri-
bute to knowledge and history of the past. Unless,
the refore, the person were ready to show willingness
and financial ebility for complete clearance of the
site, he probably could not get support,

(4) Probably alsc 4if an institution were to take it in
hand, they would require that a reputable archae-
ologist be placed in complete command so that in
event of later disagreements the institution's
reputation and interests would be safeguarded.
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(5) It locks to me as though some one will have to

put up & good deal of money in such a project

as you have in mind., Vhether the Bedouin would

do 1t without commereial advantage seems to be

quest ionable.

All of these conditions, which I understand to be customary
wren an educatiomal institution enters the field, seem to me L0 make
the undertaking guite a real problem and one for which I personally
should hesitate to accept much responsibility. I only mention these
matters so that you and Helen may think through the gquestion as to
whether you really want to tackle the job.

The project 1s so far from anything that I know that I
suggest you écrmlpond direct with Mr. Breasted, who, as my cable
indicates, will be in Chicago within a very short time. Beyond the
point of 'brinsing you together, it seems to me better for me to stay
out, I am sure he would be glad to hear from you and will give any
suggestions serious consideration.

We have grestly engoyed hearing frequently from Helen and
hope you will give her our love.

Yours cordially,

HAROLD H. SWIFT
HHS*GB
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Harold I6. Swi

Unmion Stock Yards

Chicage May 25, 1925.

¥r. Jamea ¥. Breastem,
The University ofChicago,
Chieago, 1llinols.

Dear Mr. Breasted:

I attach herewith copy of letter that I wrote lr, Neilson
.on Saturday. You will note that without quoting you or indicating
just vhence my infarmation comes, I have put forward most of the
warnings that your letter mentioned to me and have suggested that
I now drop out of the pleture and that he gstl in touch direct with
you.

Frankly, I doubt whether anything ultimately comes of it
and I think you should be quite careful in any writings or discussions
to have it understood that the Uni_veraity has no funds which could
go into the matter, I have regard for Mr. Neilson's integrity but
find him so much of an enthusiast on any subject which appeals to
his imagination that I think you should be extira careful to safeguard
yourself and the University in any situation.

1 presume you will hear from him within a week or ten days.
This morming's peper says that you leave on June 6 for England. If
that is the case and you have not heard from Mr. Heilson by that time,
I suggest you let him kmow through the Royal Autokoblie Club, London,
where he could see you if he desires. I believe you would spend a

pleasant evening and might secure the interest ofliMr. and Mrs. Neilson

in some other pzfojeet. As indicated, Mrs. Neilson was previously
Hirs. Edwerd Morris and has been a donor to the University, having
given 350,000 in 1917 toward the medical project and having cooperated
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with ir. Boyntoﬁ since then in supplying the University with
quite a satisfactory collection of early and.preaent-dsy American
literature.
I am sending to Mr. Tufts a copy of our correspondence.
Yours cordially,

HAROLD H. SWIFT
HHS*GB
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