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Septerber 20th, 1002
[ LA M. . W, SetoneRarr,
i i ba BLY
\;ﬁig 17 Lingfield Road, Wimbhledon,
ILondon, 8. W., Fngland,

My dear Sir: _
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of recent dam, with the enclosure of
new labels Por the stone implements wh‘iah'you kindly
gent to the University. Thegse werercceived 1ln due
' course of time and were scknowledged by the Direetor
| of the Museum. I regret that you never received
nis acknowledgment. A
Again thenking you for your kindness to
the Upiversity, I remsin
Very truly yours,

w.RQW
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17, LINGFIELD ROAD, g

WIMBLEDON,
oIt O '
AnﬂweraL"ff;ﬂJ;gJQDZM LONDON. §.W.
] - o
Francis W. 8/zepazuogn, sht 0k
Secretary to the President. \
Dear Sir, ( )

With regard to the Collection of
Stone Implements from Africa which I
had the honour of presenting to your
Museum I find that the printing on the
labels which I placed upon some has
faded and disappeared, and in other
cases the labels may have come off. 1 k.
should, therefore, be extremely obliged
=4 fﬁﬁﬁgﬁiﬁ kindly have the enclosed

s gummed upon them in place of the

ﬁ/If you have no objection to this I

Juld ask you to be so kind as to let me

know when it has been done, and
I beg to remain, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

& W felou - Kaan _
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April, 16,1901,

Mre, H, ¥, Seton-Karr,
31 Lingfield Road, Wimbledon S. W, Tondon .
My Dear Sir: ‘
I am in rveceipt of your letter of March

twenty-eighth., Professor Broasted has been absent from

the University over & year working in Continental 'mseums,

and his correspondence has thaerefore, fallen into my
hands.

A8 President of the Univergity and =8 one
greatly interested in Oriental Antiquities, I wish to
thamk yovn sincerely for ithis gift. It 18 one which we
shall heartily appreciate. The material has not yet
¢ome to hand, but upon receipt I will write vou apgain.

It gives me pleasure to send you & ¢opy of
the University Register, and also sopy of the latest
monthly Record.

Very sincersly yours,
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The Wniversity of Chicago
Office of the President

April,15,1901,
My Dear Mr, Shepardson:
Please keep track of this shipment and
let me know when it is received.
Very truly yours,

William R. Harper.
7.
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The Wniversity of Chicago £ P

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Office of the President

/ Ly y
' GORY- T
AP L e W r &
/ With referefice tothe iritérests of our museum the situation
has been unexpected. Up to last sprifg WHEH“I™first desired

“to come out the situation was as I described it to you and
“Mr. Ryerson, viz: there was opportunity to buy much material

which had accumulated guring the war owing to the inaccessibility
of Egypt for a number of years. Since the insurrection of last
spring however the situation has greatly changed. The spirit

of defiance among the natives and the possession of a good deal
of money has led them:!to buy antiquities very extensively as they
have never done beforee. It is evident that all Egypt now knows th
the survivals of its past are of great value to civilized peoples
and that Egypt will in the future demand the high prices which
have unfortunately been paid by such men as Pierpont Morgan and
the Earl of Carnarven, whose magnificent collection I sww while

I was in Englande. We are nearing the end of the vast treasures
once preserved in this ancient land, and for those which remain

a very high price will have to be paide.

There remains a purely temporary exception and that is to
be found in the stocks of some of the more intelligent and
reasonable dealers. When these are gone the fast diminishing
remainder will be paid for at preposterous pricese I have there-
fore on behalf of Haskell and the Art Institute gone carefully
over such stocks of some dealers, or indeed of all of them.

I have secured some very beattiful things in the way of sculpture
for the Art Institute and their appropriation is all spente.

I hope very much that they will make another. From among the
dealers stocks I have also secured a collection of great value
for Haskel}l} Museum, such as would cost very much more ever to
make againe Then I was unexpectedly confronted after the money
for Bgypt was practically gone by a very unusual number of
opportunities, like that of buying the unrivaled collection

of prehistoric implements made by Captaka C. S. Timming; or a
wonderful hieroglyphic papyrus { our new Paris papyrus is
hieratie) of the Book of the Dead, the finest that has gone out
of Egypt for years, an absolutely perfect and intact roll about
forty feet long; besides the still unpurchased remainder of
fine things I had set aside among the dealers stocks but could

not actually agree to buye. .

The most unexpected things turn up as I make my prolonged
excursions among the miscellaneous array in the hands of the
dealers. For example a series of ten long known contracts
which I first read in my student days many years ag0 engraved on

the walls of a nobde's tomb at Assiut in Upper Bgypt, provide







The Wniversity of Chicago

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Office of the President

COoPY
-2-

for furnishing him and three statues of his with food and
luxuries and especially tapers on the great feast days of the
Egyptian calendar after his deathe. Now these contracts and the
statues they mention were all made some 4000 years ago,- that is
about the time of Abraham; and a few days ago I found under
the counter of a native rug dealer here, two statues bearing
the Assiut noble's name, carved in hieroglyphics, and they are
of course two of the three statues mentioned in the noble's
contractse The dealer asks a perfectly outrageous price for
them, but no one else knows what they are and I hope to get
him down within reasonable limits.

After a long session with a particularly hard-headed
Greek with an Italian name of whom I have bought a number of xk
things for the Art Institute and some for Haskell he suddenly
brought out a box containing 258 clay tablet letters and oontracts
written in cuneiform, which had been brought into Egypt
from Aleppo by a Syrian merchante. Sayce had advised the UniVorslty‘
of Dublin to buy them for fifty pounds and I saw Sayse's letter
about them; but Dublin had failed to send the money and the
Greek said I eould have them if I wanted them at that pricee.
As this was atithe rate of a good deal less than a dollar apiece
for the lot, I took theme I expect many a fact of early Western
Asiatic history will come out of them when they reach Haskell

and Luckenbill has a chance at theme

One of the dealers is a very wealthy Syrian named Nahman
who is cashier of the Credit Foncier and lives in an oriental
palace where he has his thingse. He has an enormous collection
of things, and I have spent days and days among them. Some days
ago when it was time to 8o home to dinner and I was dusty and
tired, he brought out a mass of papyri, mostly only fragments,
but among them was a rodl containing sixteen columns of Greek
text in a book hand, among which I could see many numerals
and such phrases as "from the Lion to the Virgin" (An®o AfoxN\of
twt “Xer@evor ) ortthe archer (TotSTOY ) made it evident that
I had in my hand an old Greek treatise on Astronomy, which the
character of the writing showed might be as 0ld as the third
century before Christ, and might have belonged to the lost
Alemandrian library, or have been written by one of the great
group of Greek scientists of that wonderful century, to which
EBuclid and Archimedes and Eratosthenes belongede. It made one's
fingers tingle. Wouldn't George Hale be delighted to get his

hands on the work of predecessors as old as these?
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

The UWniversity of Chicago

Haskell Oriental Museum

January 15, 1917

President Harry Pratt Judson,
The University.
Dear President Judson:

I am enclosing you herewith a check for
$150,00 received from Mr. T. W. Robinson, Vice President of the
T1linoie Steel Nompany, 1620 Continental and Commercial Bank Build=
ing, Chicago. This gift -is for the purchase of a small collec~
tion of Babylonian antiquities, especially a tablét containing part
of an ancient Babylonian diction&ry.

: T am of course acknowledging the receipt of the check
to ﬁr.Robinson, but I take it that formal acknowledgment of the

gift will go from your office as usual.

T4 ie also unfortunately my duty to report a loss in the

the Museum which is of sufficient importance to require record. A
beautifully-wrought figure of a tiny falcon in gold, not much higher
then one's thumb-nail, is missing. It was a very fine example of the
goldsmith's work, although executed 2,000 years before Christ. We

are not yet certain that the piece has been stolen, or is finally lost.
Tn the course of installing and shifting over 10,000 numbers, it is
easy for & piece as small as this to slip into the wrong plece, as &
library book is sometimes returned to the wrong shelf and is reportied

missing, The piece would have been valued, as a purchase by a modern







Pres't Judson 2.

museum, at probably $250.00, if not more. It is needless to say
that every effort has been made to trace the piece.

Very truly yours,
;ééé&z[t . ;€237 ,c?7fvw
N— _Xﬁﬁ\‘

Enclosure.
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The Wniversity of Chicago

FOUNI?ED BY JOHl‘f D. ROCKEFELLER

Office of the Auditor

Jamuary 19, 1917,

My dear President Judson:
I beg to acknowledge receipt of

your favor of Jamuary 17th enclosing check of Mr, T, w.
Robinson for $150, as a gift to the University for the
purchase of certain objects to be added to the Oriental
Museum,

I am enclosing herewith the Cashier's receipt if it
is desirable to send it to Mr, Robinson,

Very truly yours,

//L(/ {” '
XA L

President Harry Pratt Judson,

Enclosure.
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April 8, 1924,

Hy dear ¥r. Rosenwald:

I am sorry to pursue you to HEurope with any

letter referring to University matters., I am sure you
are entitled to an entire respite from themn, but I also
wish to put on record now my appreciation of your gen-

erous response, conveyed to me at the recent meeting of

the Board of Trustees, to the request made in my letter 1

of February 15th. This gift of ¢25,000, which I under-

stood you to say you would make at your convenience
within the year, will wholly correct what would other-
wise have been a rather seriously embarrassing situation.

Very truly yours,

¥r. Julius Rosenwald,
e/o As. Bien,

25 Rue de Bergere,
Paris, Prancee.

EDB:CB
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