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HOU OF REPRESENTATIVES Springfield, Illinois,
et May 2nd, 1917.

SIDNEY LYON

SuITE 1313 FORT DEARBORN BLDG.
REs., 5250 MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO

Hon. Harfy Pratt Judson,
President University of V“hicago,
Chicago, Iitinois.

Dear President:-

I nerewith enclose copy of a letter received Dby
me from sz gentleman who signs himself as professor of the
University of Chicago and also a copYy of my letter in
response thereto.

I received a number of letters of a similar kind
from men connected with the faculty of the University of
Chicago which were written after my vote against Referendum
on the liquor question. I am informed from a reliable source,
and of course the inference could be easily drawn, that a
number of gentlemen connected with the University got together
and agreed to write me letters of this kind.

I am caliing this matter to your attention, not for
the purpose of justifying my vote but for the purpose of
presenting the thought that it is bad policy for men connected
with a great institution of learning to attack public gservants
in this indiscriminate and defamatory way. A college professor
of course has a right to be interested in politics but for a
number of them to band together as men connected with a
University and in this spirit to send such denunciatory letters
is certainly not a credit to the University and I think you
will agree is debasing the public service.

I think that the position of these gentlemen, partic-
ularly in view of the fact that reasonabie men will conclude
that this question has two sides and that one could conscien-
tiously vote against the Referendum, ougnt to be subject to
the concern and action of the President of the University of
Chicago.

With kxindest regards, I am,

Very truly ypurs,
SL:LJ \ﬁﬂ%%
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: 2 Springfield, Ill.,
April 6, 1917,

Prof, Ira W. Price,
% Chicago University,
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sir:-

-In responsé to yours of March 31lst. I wish to say that I voted
against the Referendum on the liquor question because I did not think it
was tair or right that all the people of the entire state above the age
of twenty-one shou:d determine whether or not the liquor traffic shouid
caase to exist in the City of Chicago. Our city has a ciose, intimate and
vital economic-relation to the liquor question.

It is true there is a moral question involved, by which all the
people of the entire state may be equally effected, but in view of the
fact that the economic phase of the question was so large for our city,
it seemed to me that my district - though it was dry - did not have the
right to give me the mandate to ailow all the people of the entire state:
outside of the city of Chicago, and particularly outside of the County of
Cook to determine whether we in the City shou:d have any saloons or not.

There were very many other reasons which one might reasonably
have for voting against this Reterendum, and I only mention one consider-
ation in addition to the above, viz: that it lacked mutuality and was
subsersive of the very principal which you indigate I violated, that is,
the right of the people to rule. If the State went "wet" the dry districts
would remain under this resolution "dry", but the dry districts had the
right to vote the "Wet" districts dry and to deny these districts the
Local Optdion right, which they had.

I only mention these facts for the purpose of indicating to you
that one might reasonably vote against the Referendum and be conscien-
tious in so doing.

Now, I wish to say to you that your lLetter causes me to be aroused
to a degree of shame for the University in which you teach and the Univ-
ersity from which I have been proud to say I graduated. To condemn a
person as comuitting an "infamous and traitorous act" without a hearing
certainly ought not to come irom a professor of such a school of learning.

Unless you apologize for this communication and the insults
contained therein, I think I can reasonably conclude that you are not a
fit man and that you lack the necessary broad mindedness to teach in a
great institution of learning such as the University of Chicago, and I
shall send a copy of your letter to the President of our University
and take any other course which I deem it my duty to take in the premises.,

Without a hearing you hawe condemned me to your lifelong opposi-
tion for public office, irrespective of what my record is here at Spring-
field and what I may do for the public benefit in the future, and unless
I can stop your assaults in this direction by receiving communication
from you to this eftect, I shall as heretofore indicated positively feel
it my duty to attempt to remove you from the faculty of the University of
Chicago.

Yours very fruly,

SL : MV | | /K:{AdjuA% y[?k{¢»~¥_
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Chicago, Nay &, 1917

Dear Hr'. Lyon:

Your favor of the 24 inst, with enclosure
was received. Anyome of your constituents has of course
a perfect right to write to you, expressing hies opinion of
your public acts ana‘ntiticistng the same. In my Jjudgment,
however, no constituent has a right to write to his
representative an abusive lcttnr; 1 shall say the same to
the gentleman concerned. .

Very truly yours,

H.?QJC G I-lu

Hon., Sidney Lyon
Iilinois House of Nepresentatives
Springfield, Illinols
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Chicago, May 8, 1917

Dear Nr, Price:

Your note of the 7th imet, is received.
Any constituent has a right to remonstrate with his
representative in the Legislature as to his vote, and to
indicate also his intemntion to vote for gsomebody else in
the next election, I am bound to say, though, that the
letter you wrote is ill-advised. in the first place, &
letter "rossting” e public official is entirely unbeconming
a university professor, In the next place, ths tone of
such a letter fails to accomplish its purpose; in fact, 1%
acts quite effectively to secure the opposite end. of
course a group of constituents have & right if they wish to
combine to write to the same purport to the member, but
that is again the most effective way of preventing carrying
out what they wish, I don't believe therefore that our
friends were well-advised in the tone of the loetoro.vhlch
they saw fit to write. There is such a thing as diplomacy
whieh secures results far better than mere paraénsl abuss,
HePodo = L; Very truly yours,

Professor Ira M, Price
The University of Chicago
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