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Dr. “o R. m. K
University of Chicago. .
Dear Sir:-

Last Friday I wrote a letter to you in regard to
the proposed plans for the Pullman Sehool, On Saturday I gained
certain information that furnishes an additional reason for asking
the trustees of the sehool to take this mattier under considera—
tion before April 15th.

At the annual meeting of the North Central Associa-
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools, Professor John B, Johnson
of the University of Wiseonsin, read a paper in support of the
following resolution:-

" RESOLVED, That the manufacturing interests of this

;g”country demand a secondary school téaining more extended than

that given in our manual training schools and better suited to
the purpose than that given in our engineering schools.

M Professor Johnson has an intimate knowledge of

1ndntfr1.1 conditions which made his paper an exeeedingly valuable
econtribution to the discussion of this subjeet., After the meet=
ing I learned that he expeets to sail far Europe April 15th, and
to speld the entire summer making a careful study of the best
manual training and industrial schools in Germany.

For ten years Professor Johnson was a practicing

engineer, and then he became Professor of Engineering at Wash-—
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ington University in St.Louis., He has recently been appointed
Dean of the Engineering Sehools at the University of Wisconsin
and will commence his duties at that institution in September.
He expeects to take abroad with him letters from the United States
cormissioner of Education and other government officials and
from the leading engineering societies of this country. I am
told that his books have made him well known in Furopean engin-
eering schools, He goes abroad this time, however, to study
institutions for secondary education,~ i. e., technical schools,
trade schools and manual training schools, and because of his
conneetions, he will have exceptional opportunities to gain
access to institutions not usuvally upen to visitors.

I believe that if I should be appointed Director
of the Pullman School I could obtain from the Cormissioner Gen-—
eral leave of absence from this country for four months in order
to accompany Professor Johnson., The preliminary plans for the
exhibit of education and social economy have been completed,and
the exhibits will not begin to come in to the Albany headquar-
ters until September. It is possible, therefore, that Director
Rogers might be willing to recommend that I be given leave of
absence until September, especially as the study of German schools
would prove very useful to me if I should be appointed a member
of the International Jury of Awards on exhibits representing
technical education at the Exposition next year.
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The possibility of being able to study the techmical
sehools of Germany in company with Professor Johnson is very
attractive, It is rare to find a man whose training and ex—
pericnee are broad and thorough, and whose interests are in so
many ways identical with my own. And when in addition I find
that he is going to spend four months in Germany doing precisely
what I should desire to do if I were appointed Birector of the
Pullman Sehool, it seems to me too great an opportunity to be
neglected.

Hoping that you may be willing to bring this matter
before the trustees of the Pullman School befare I leave Chicago,
I beg to remain,

Yours ve?

g QQZCMK&Z@W%
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