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“It i3 sacrilege to
treat this material [1st
Chap. of Genesis] as a
scieatific treatise, and
apply to it the scientific
test. The Bible knows
no science.”—PRES.
W. R. HArPER in Bib-
1ical World, Jan., *94.

[lst and 2d Chap. of
Genesis|. ‘It is sacri-
lege to call them his-
tory. Toapply tothem
the tests of history,
always cold and stern
and severe, is profana-
tion. They are stories,
graud, inspiring sto-
ries, etc.”’ — Same in
Same, Feb., "94,

“They are not his-
tory, for the times are
prehistoric times. They
are the Hebrew version
[purged and purified]
of the best thoughts of
humanity in that earli-
est period when man
stood alone with nature
and with God.””—Samse
in Same, Feb., '94.

“The writer was ig-
norant of the real geo-
graphical and histori-
| cal facts. It.was not
| & part of the divine
| plan to reveal geogra-
phy or history.””

“It wounld be possible
| to convey these truths
in maoy ways. He
takes the stories com-
mon to all ancient na-
tions. He has no
thought of geography
or history.””—Same in
Same, March, *94.
““The writer selects
certain materials from
the abundance which
was at his disposal, and
arranges the material
in a form which will
best sunit his purpose.”
;!—MSame in Same, Jan.,

|
|
|
|
|
|

«If we have supposed
that the statement of
the author of the Epis-
tle to the Hebrews, ‘By
faith Enoch walked

with God, and he was '

not for God took him,”
is an assertion that the
0Old Testament story of
Enoch is Aistory in the
sense in which we un-
derstand that term, and
that assertion thus un-
derstood must be ac-
cepted as given by di-
vine inspiration and
having divine author-

ity, it is obvious tha,

we should be compelled
to modify this view in
some respect, if we
were to conclude, after
a study of the Old Tes-
tament, that the Enoch
of Gen. 5:21—24 is an
tdeal rather than a
strictly historic charac-
ter.”’—Same in Biblical
World, March, *94.

“The word ‘created’
does not of itself sig-
nify creation out of
nothing. It is in this
chapter wused synony-
mously - with ‘make’
or *form’.’—Same in
Same, Jan., ’94.

‘“Were the days of
creation ‘twenty - four
hours? ~Yes, said the
men of twenty-five years
ago, or there is no truth
in the Bible. Those
for whom this narra-
tive was first prepared,
and, indeed, all men,
until recently, under-
stood this day, includ-
ing the night, to be one
of twenty-four hours.
Marcus Dods has truly
said that rationalism
may twist Secripture
into any meaning it
pleases, if it may put
a geologist’s meaning
into the word ‘day’.”’—
Samein Biblical World,
Jan., ’94.

AN EXEGETICAL ANTIPHONY.

¢ Dogmatism, in any
realm of thought, is
the daughter of super-
stition and of death.
. « . Theteacher;there-
fore, who is a scholar,
and at the same time
conscientious, will be
slow to teach his own
opinion.”” — PrEs. W.
R. Harpeer in O. and
N. T. Stud., May, 91.

‘“ When preachers
stigmatize as ‘blasphe-
mous,” ¢ sacrilegious’
and ‘atheistic’ conclu-
sions which many of

the foremost Christian |

scholars of the age |

have reached after

years of laborious and |

devout study, one may

be pArdoned the sus- |
picion that they have
been caught by a con-

tagious hue and cry,
without knowing more
than did the mob at
Ephesus, what they
are shouting about.” —

Same in O. and N. T.

Stud., Jan., 92.

“The Old Testament

is not the history of
men's thoughts about
God, or desires after
God, or affections to-
wards him. It pro-
fesses to be a Aistory
of God’s unveiling of
himself to men. If it
tsnot that, it is nothing;

it is false from begin- |

ning to end.”—Same in
0. 1. Stud., Feb., ’89.

‘A narrow sphere is
granted to historical in-
terpretation. . . . What
if it asserts that the
Scriptures must be un-
derstood as history be-
fore they can be safely
interpreted at all.”’—
Same fn O. and N. T.
Student, Feb., "91.

“There is a world of
difference between the
view which maintains
that the Old Testament
writers [e. g, the au-
thor of Genesis and the
author of Judges] have
incorporated ‘myths’ in
their writings, and that
other view according to
which these writers are
supposed to have used
~‘mythic phrases,” or as
Prof. Cheyne has ex-
pressed it, to have
picked ¢the wayside
flowers of popular
mythic imagery.’”’—
Same in O. T. Student,
Feb., ’88.
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‘“We have no sym-
pathy with that spirit
which dogmatically as-
serts: My view alone
is correct: all others
are false and pernicious
in their influence, and
do not deserve consider-
ation. 'The fact is, one
may hold his own view
all the more firmly after
having come to: know
something of the views
of others.”” —Same in
0. T.Student, Feb.,’89.

¢«“That the opening
clause of ‘Genesis sets
forth the world as cre-
ated out of nothing,
and thisin a rude and
undigested state . .
the eonnection of the
whole paragraph ren-
ders entirely plain.
[Cited from Gesenius.]
Among other critics
taking the same view
may be cited Ewald,
Kalisch, Pagninus,
Staib and Dillman, al-
though the latter re-
luctantly. There may
also be added Keil, De-
litzsch, Adam Clarke,
Lange, Murphy, Stu-
art, Knapp, (Ehler and
others.”” — Landis in
O. T. Stud., Dec., *84.

“In answer to Celsus
[2d Oentury] who had
objected to Genesis as
‘stlly’ because it refers
to ‘da;ys before days
existed,” since the ‘sun
was not yet revolving,’
Origen [beg. of 3d
Cent.] replies: ‘Moses
tust then have forgot-
ten that he had said a
little before that in siz
days the creation od
the world had been fin-
ished, when he adds,
“This s the book of
the creation of man in
the day when God made
the heaven and the
earth.”” ¢For he [Cel-
sus] knows nothing of

the day and rest of

God which follows the
completion of creation,
etc.””—Conira Celsum,

¥ vi., 60, 61.

Augustine (5th Cent.

) says, ‘“We see, indeed,

that our ordinary days have no evening but by

the setting of the sun,

and no morning but b

Y
the rising of the sun.... What kind of light
that was and by what periodic movement it made
evening and morning is beyond the reach of our

of days these were, it

rnJ‘

Lord. It ts darkness
@meron ii., 8.

Christian centuries.

senses, neither can we understand i, and yet
must unhesitatingly believe it.”’

“What kind
is extremely difficult or

perhaps tmpossible for us to conceive and how
much more to say.”’—City of God, xi., 1, 6.
Basil [4th Cent.] says: ¢Then, not according
to solar motion, but the primeval light poured
forth and again withdrawn, according to the
e ined by God made night and
day. . . . Wherefore differences of state and of
various things rather, but not circumscriptions,
Uimits and successions of periods are shown from
this: for ‘the day of the Lord is great and illus-
trious;’ and ‘Wherefore seek ye the day of the

and not light.’ ’—Hex-

To the same effect Philo Judeeus, Clement of
Alexandria, Athanasius, Lactantius, Hippolytus,
Victorinus, Eucherius,Procopius, Bede, Abelard,
Aquinas, and abundant others through the
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maginary Swiss warship and her gal-
ant commander.
If any of our young readers want to
lay jokes next Saturday, let them be
:areful to invent innocent ones. Then
10 one will be the worse for the fun in
vhich they indunlge, and when the day
s over they will not have to repent
1aving amused themselves at the ex-
rense of another’s feelings.

LIKE HER ELDERS.

‘Edith, who is eight years old, was in-
rited to a children’s party. Her blonde
1air is perfectly straight, but was be-
'omingly arranged, and she started off
wvidently well plsused with her personal
ippearance. On her return her mother
wked, “Did you have a nice time,
fdith?”

There was & moment’s hesitation, and
he little girl responded, “Yes, I had a
yood time, but I should have had a
setter one if it hadn’t been for my
1air.”

‘““Why, Edith, what was wrong with
rour hair?”

‘“Well, it don’t cur], and all the other
jirle’ hair was kinky. I sha’n’t go to
mother party without my hair can be
ixed in kinks.”

The next week, when another invita-
ion came for the little girl, her hair
vas curled ad fluffed out in the most
pproved style. Then her mother led
€er up to a mirror and ssid, ‘“Theres,
idith, what do you think of it?”

Edith regarded herself soberly for

moment and then, turning slowly

round, she said, “It’s vain, but I like
-9

THE SUWANEE RIVER.

“That’s the Suwanee River, mister!”’
'he Suwanee River! In a moment the
tream had for me a new and extraor-
linary interest. I had not ever known
here was such a river in geographical
‘eality, or that it flowed through
xeorgia; and yet here it was—resl,
wthentic, alive—leaping down through
he Southern forests, past the maize
ields and the cotton flats, to pour itself
nto the Gulf of Mexico. In an instant
wverything around appeared to be full
»f the song that all the world sings:
‘Way Down Upon de Suwanee Riber.”
Che live oaks seemed to wave it in the
ivening air; the stream seemed to sing
t as it bustled over the rocks; the birds
n the thickets had it in the soft musical
aotes we caught, and the crickets and
zatydids beginning their sunset chirrup
joined in the half-heard chorus. The
journey was no 101 ,er monotonous.
To be ‘“way down upon de Suwanee
Riber” was to have come to a corner of
America dedicated to that deep emotion
of our common humanity—the love of
home.—Sir Edwin Arnold.

ARE RATS CLAIRVOYANTS?

It is an old saying that rats desert a
éinking ship, but it is a most singular
fact that they do not wait until the boat
or barge is sinking until they desert it.
They appear to be apprised of the
danger several hours before any acci-
dent occurs to the vessel. “One case
came under my observation when I was
piloting a towboat in the Lower Missis-
sippi,” said an old river captain re-
cently. ‘“We were coming up stream
late one evening, when I noticed a
horde of rats coming off one of the
barges we had in tow. I told some of
the members of the crew that we would
have bad luck. We went ahead, and
just before daylight the barge from
which the rats had fled struck a rock
and sank. No damage was done to any
other part of the shipping. The same
phenomenon occurred just before the
fatal fire of the steamer Oliver Beirne.
On the last day of the boat’s career,
about two hours before the fire, a
drove of rats were seen toc run astern
over the lower deck and jump over-
board.”

THE RULE OF THE ROAD.

Why Amevican Teamsters Keep to the
Right Instead of te the Left.

The rule of the road in old England,
says the Rochester Democrat, has always
been ¢“Keep to the left.” In New Eng-
land, almost as soon as it was settled,
fie rule of the road came to be ‘“Keep
0 the right,” which is now the univer-
1al practice in this country. The change
could hardly have been merely arbi-
trary. English colonists would not have
taken the trouble to break themselves
of the habit that had become instinctive
except for some good reason. As to

what that reason was there recently has | |

been considerable nev;/spaper discussion
without any particular valuable out-
come. That it is to be found in some-
thing in the new environment seems
apparent. That it was the difference
between old England’s roads and New
England’s roads is likely. A driver, in
order to have the free use of his right
arm must sit to the right. He has his
right fore hub under his eye, while he
cannot see his left fore hub, and, there-
fore, can drive more safely if objects
with which his wheels must not collide,
and which must be passed closely, are
kept on his right.

On the broad, level and crowded
highways of old England these objects
were, most frequently, the wheels of
other vehicles going in the opposite
direction. To keep the conliguous and
exposed hubs under his eye the driver
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Vyydear Dr. Harpery
J “\:% ] s
/A @ Yours of Gth received, and [ answer with the frankness of

¢ordial friendshipe. I.-do not think it would be advisable for you
to give the proposed discourse hefore the Publication'Socieﬁy. i
heard your lecture with profound interest, and with hearty admira-
tion for the moderation and modesty whieh you couple with such ex-

traordinary vigor and push. Your results were gratiflfying, except

0]
9]

as to the point that you put forward errors in the Word of God

I

being the normal situation, analogous to the evils existing in the

e

divinely directed history. This is striking, but I am not sure thad

you will always cow#sider the analogy as convincing

vy

analogies being

always precarious as a foundation for positive truth. There is the

counter analogy of the person of Jesus Chfist, who was thoroughly

human, and yet entirely free from sin; and so the Word of God might

be thoroughly human and yet divinely preserved from all real er:or
T

Sins were ascribed to Jesus, but unjustly; so erros have been as-

eribed to the Bible, some of which have be=n groﬁen to be unfound-

ed, several within my recollection. I am only .pointing out that

the one enalogy may be mst by the other; Of course you have care-

fully considered the matter, but then we all hold ourselves open

to possible change of opinion in future. For my part, T should

earnestly wish to die before I have to abandon the hone of making

progress. Well then, as this has been your opinion for only a few







2
years at most, it seems to me undesirable for yourself that you
formally proclaim it in a way which would commit you before the
whole dexomination throughout the United States, until you have
given yourself more time for renewed considerationgof a matter so
important. .

I can easily see how you might regard this reason as in-
adequate. But there is another. The Publication Society is trying
to gain the support of Baptists in all parts of the country. Many
in soée parts of the North are lukewarm towards it, and many in
the South are indifferent, while not a few go so far as to be
hostile. Now the public opinion of Southern Baptists, a good deal
s timulated by Dr. # Toy’s history, is extremely sensitive as to
any departure from prevailing opinions in regard to the Rible.fA
discourse before the Publication Society by so famous a man as
yourself, proclaiming that there are errors in the Bible, would be
promptly seized upon by multitudes in the South, as a reason for
breaking with the Society comfletely. This would seriously damage
the Society»s work and prospects, and would aggravate a tendency a-
mong Soutﬁern Bapt ists to split om the Publication question.

1 thiné therefore that it would be wiser for yourself,
and greafly better for the Society’s interests, that you should de-
cline the invitation, without g¢iving any particular reason. A man
who does so many things, and works up to so bigh a standard, sure-

ly has enough general reaseons a2lways on hand.







3
Allow me to add that I was very much interested in your lectures on
1saiah, and did not find much from which I should strongly dissent._ |

4

And I beg pardon for saying, because while comparisons are odious
they are sometimes useful, that I think your spirit and method staﬁlﬁ
in the most gratifying contrast to those of my friend Dr. Briggs.
He seems to be a regular sensatioq}st. His sneering attacks upon
theologians and apologists, his delight in assuming the boldest and
most startling positions, his arrogant cleim that every opinien of
the group of critics to which he belongs is science, all stand in

the queerest contrast to his quiet and gentlemanly ways 1in private.

In your .case, you not only do not agree with him as to many points)

but you show a discrimination, sobriety, earnest) ef fort to find the

R oMt e s o s AT AT P T S T Ty e s e T i

real truth, readiness to recognize that thlq er that question can-

‘not now be settled, that on one point or another Chrisiian scholars

are much di&ided—— ina word your general tone and Spirit, please
l

me greatly in the comparison. The faet is, it takes a great deal
more of independence and high manliness to maintain sobriety and
conservative sympathies in Biblical inquiry at the present time,
than it does to cateh up what are called the most advanced ideas, @
and thereby get great credit for independence. It is very hard for
those of us who have many administrative duties, and irons of many
"kinds in the fire, ®o [ind tiﬁe for that sober and oft-repeated and

grave reflection which some of these profound Biblical questions

deserve and demand.







I should not concern myself about the guestion whether
they want me at Chautauqua the coming summer, but for the faet that
several important invitations to preach at different Colleges and
churches are impatiently wait ing upon me. Some of them were pre-
sented last summer, and postponed according to my custom until Jan-
uary. Some I shall certainly be obliged to decline, but cannot say

4

which, until ¢ can contemplate a general programme; and where I do
decline, the parties have a right to know ;t as soon as possible. §#
I am not sure that T ought to continue teaching ét Chatauqua, as
an ergcess of summer work last year made me sick, and might likely
enough do s0 again. Yet I have &n many ways enjoyed the Chautuagua
teaching, and particularly the intimate association with you. And
so, while I do not know beforehand how the matter will look, I am
anxious for the sake of others to have some definite proposition
from Chautauqua before I decide. Bishop Vincent said that he was
sure éenrge was expecting me to return the coming summer, but then
I have heard nothing from him or from any one. Let me explain a
little further, why I hurriedly mentioned the matter to you on the
platform, and now mention it again. If I had gone on indefinitely
waiting, I should have been seripusly incommoding sevgral parties
who are waiting on me. 1f I had accepted this,that and the other,
then whenever propositions from Chautauqua might arrive, T might

have found myself precluded from doing what was desired.

Very trgly yours,

WA 2 N







el /- Oroger @henlogival Seminary,
: L @hester, Pe.

Qy dear, Br. Harper,
D I cannot deny myself the relief of saying to you that, no

ma€¥€t whe ther you are right or wrong in the opinions with which you
have been stirrine up conservative Baptists, you have at least shown
one quelification to engape in and promote liberty of discussion: you
know how to treat.dissent from your views with courtszy. I have not
noted anythirg 1ide" w:ath .or contempt toward the old fosdes,nor EVEN
toward your traducers.- \

I1f Baptists are goins to &o anythine in a scholarly or a lit-
erary way, they must learn that candor is i dispensdble to progress,
and courtesy is indispensable to candor. As a fast friend of freedom I
feel no little chagrin at the tart spirit of Dr. Hill’s response in
the ‘Examiner’ to Mr. Vedder. Your way is somethine worth thanks and love
It has them both from we, and I am persuaded from hosts of others.

Fraternally yours,

- #/@w.m
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My Deal Siri--

MY NIy BROL O

(

..One of your . frlends Jlas informed

L4 (r‘hﬂ w 4

me that vou tnlnk I g%ve done you an injustiee in my citation of
vion 3

vour namec as a teacher of the Higher Criticism in my recent arti-

cles published in The Examiner. ~ I have hesitated a little as to
the proper course to pursue, because my only knowledge of vour
feeling is second-hand. If you think I have done vou an injustice
I might naturally think myself entitled to be informed of the fact ol
directly, and not through a friend. But I do not stand on dignitv.
Frankly, I have always had for you a high personal regard, and ﬂi
the greatest respect for your attainments. Unwilling to seem to
do an injustice to any man, least of all to one who has shown me i
friendly courtesy when we have met, I come right to the point and
ask:

1, Is it a fact that vyou think I have done you a2n in-
justice?

2, Is it untrue that vou teach the Higher Criticism?

3. What is vour position regarding the composition of
thé Hexa teuch?

0f course you are not under the slightest obligation to
answer any one of these guestions. If you do answer them I
pledge mysclf to hold your answers strictly coﬁfidential, and to

makeAsuch use of any rart of them as vou may hereafter explicitly




authorize. Maremér, if it turns out that I .‘rmve"m!sng‘t.&&ﬂ gnar
position, and m!‘;ou an injustice, I will make a retraction or
correction, in a foi'm to be approved by yourself, as mne as
the original offence. As un hmmﬁvm : C’hrn:lm mar,

@ 1
I could do no less sthan miiu aed i
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Uhe ;;%’unhng Sthual Cies

TDITORIAL ROOMS. ‘ )

A/C'M/(ﬁy‘
N . August 6, 1890,

| 5

Professor William R.Harper, ; {

My dear Dr. Harper:

My atcéntion has been called from outside,
to your comment, in the current number of “The Old and New Testa-
ment Student”, on the International Sunday-school system, and I
confess that I am greatly surprised at it.

Intelligent criticismson methods of Bible study are
always desirable, as are suggestions as to better methods; but
this article does not seem to be in the line of ceriticism or of
suggest ion, but rzther of personal attack. To be frank, indeed,
with you, it looks as if there were some personsl feeling over a
supposed grievance at the bottom of it, rather than a sincere
purpose of securing a better state of things. If it had been
written by Dr. liendenhall while he was suffering from a sun-strokq
it would be entirely intelligible, but as it is I cannot compre- e
hend 1it.

My first impulse was to take it up for public answer.

Butin view of our personal relations, and your important'position







Uhe ;,%imﬁmg Sthal Coes

EDITORIAL ROOMS.

as a Bible teacher, I am unwilling to do this before writing to
you on the subject:; hence this note. If, indeed, you would
prefer to revise your opinicns on this subject, and say your own
say in view of the impression which you find this toxnaké,on my
mind for example, I shall be glad to leave you entirely free to

do so. But if, on the other hand, you prefer to stand by what 1s
there said as your deliberate conviction, I assure you that 15
shall be ready to take the matter up’and say tht is to be sald

on the other side.

As preliminary to this, however, 1 want to say most
emphatically that, in my opinion, the maln statements in that
paragraph are not only absolutely, but ridiculously, false, (B
course, I have no idea that there was in its writing any intgen=-
tional misrepresentation; but I do think ﬁhat it was written
either in impulsive thoughtlessness, or in lamentable ignorance

of the facts.

You will see by this letter that I am really indignant

T A nn it at~TAR w&@k,_
at the article as it stands,%put you will also see that I do not
want to make a public issue where you may not have intended any

thing of the sort.

Yours sincerely,

Dictated. CL:ZQEi?Qii/é2¢§:::25i%;;:::j)
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: Oswogo, N.Y., llay 5. 1895.

;%" I must confess to no little astonishment at the con-
tentsEpf Prof Burton's letter just received. I should not have sup-

/fhaséﬁ it could be necessary to inform such a scholar as he that I am
i

not a Unitarian, but 1 judge he must be under some such impression from

his suggestion that I should so "modify my statement as to leave room

for the recognition of the divinity of Christ"! I had not supposed

there was an inch of room for any other idea. Since it apprars to be
necessary to corrSct a mistaken impression, will you kindly 1ét him know
that I am an intense Trinitarian, laying all possible emphasis on thé
fact that without the doctrine of the divinity of Christ the Gospel.is
no gospel; that I believe it knowing what I believe, and why I believe
it; that I believe it in the full sense of the fourth gospel and of the
Greek fathers and the Nicene creed, to the very last, and all-important
iota, the homo;ousia, and not the mere homoi-ousia; and that I count my -
self able to defend the doctrine both from Scfipture and from fact.

It is perfectly apparent, therefore, that whatever in this article
may appéar to have a sense incompatible with this is either a misuhder—
standing on Prof. Burton's part, or so awkward an expression on my part
as to seem to state what I do not mean. Both may be trué. In either

case 1 should wish to alter any such expression till it no longer admit -

ted of misunderstanding.




I can fnarceiy think it possible that the objection raised can ref-
fer to my positive anﬁ 1ntent1mnal emphasizing of the absolute manhood
of Christ, implying the doctrine of the kenosis and subjectlonism, bemz-
cause that is quite as essential a part of orthodo% Trinit;rianism as
its complement. If the objection raised 1s to my inculcation of the
J§£annine doctrines "My Faéher is greater than I" and "I can do nothing
of myself; the Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works",:%he doec-
trine that the divinity which Jesus claims is claimed as the representa-
tive of humanity "because he is the Son of lan", then to alter my state-
ments Would be not only false to my most vltal rellgﬂaus faiths, but w'd
make me gulLty of the very unorthodoxy which you wish to be clear of.
This, as 1 say, seems to me hardly credible; but in the absence of any
citation of expressions objected to, 1 am completely at a loss to knoﬁ
what is wrong. I am conscious that my view of the doctrine of the di-
vinity of Christ is in some respects novel, perhaps unique; but certain-
ly not unorthodox, and not consciously different from that of John. 1
had supposed that such originality woﬁld rather commend it than other-
wise to your columns. I hope it is not this, but some misunderstood
expreésion which makes it unacceptable.  If so it has merely to be spe-
cified to be made plain. If not, I mst ask the return df the ms. by
méans of the postage originally enclosed with it.

With thanks for the enclosure, which I return, I remain,

Very sincerely yours,




=v @ 287 Wash.St. Hobeken,N.J.
December 31,1889.

W.R.Harper,Ph.D. P _g§

Dear Brother;A feﬁ?d@;g §ggte I had a conver-

o &

sation with Rro.Beiler,who ig{éssociated with me on
the Pusiness Committee of the Methodist Preachers’
Meeting. He informed me that intimations had been giv-
en to you that there might be some unpleasant feature
about your reception when you should deliver your ad-
dress, He menti ned the matter to me as the Chairman
of the Com. I told him that I would write,assuring
you that such need not be anticipated. I would not
consent to an invitation being sent,if for a moment I
was apprehensive of any thing of the kind.
Lay aside any such apprehension,Dear Doctor,and ex-
pect a hearty reception and a;qugi? hearing.
May I trouble you to help me ;nﬁgﬁge onal matter. I

S A
wish to take the 01d and New%ggg%istudent,and do not

know to whom to send. Will you consider me as a sub-

scriber,and send bill. If I should apply to some othdv
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party,will you let me knowﬁto whom. I have used your
inductive method in my Bible class,with excellent re-
sults.

Hoping soon to see you,and have the pleasure of
hearing you upon the theme for which you bespoken by
us, 1 remain

Yours Fraternally,
Pastor *Firstv Methodist

Episcopal Church.
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. 229 Prospeet Ave., Brooklyn, N.YV.
: Oet. 30, 1889.
Prof. W.R. Harperﬁ
My dear Friend,

I was delighted with the
suggestion that I'arrange for your appearance béfare the 'Meeting of
the Methodist Ministers of New York and Vieinity"'. It so happens
that I represent the New VYork East Conferenece en the Business Commit-
tee of six that has absolute contrel ef the Programme for the meetingL
At the meeting of the Temmittee on Monday merning I suggested your
name as a speaker in the near future. They were delighted with .
suggestion that we try to seecure you, and voted that I send youAan
invitation, which here and now de I most heartily. Semetime since

7 X @Mm
§ suggestedﬂthat we invite Dr. Mendenhall te address us for two rea-

sons, 1lst, for his own sake, as hézgéver appeared before the bbdy;
and 2nd,. that some members of the meeting who are aching fer a chance,
might have an opportunity te piteh into him a little!! It was ina
voted, and the chairman saw him at least two weeks ago, and he coensen-
ted te address us sometime afﬁer the 1lst of Jaﬁuary. I speak of
this that you may know the exact state of things, and choose as to
whether you will come before or after the Dr. I do not know any-
thing about the line Dr. M. is to follow in Lis address, nor even his
subjeet, more than that it is teo be on the '0ld Testament' question .
The Committee suggested as early a date as the third Monday
Frr ppoen . e
in November (Nov. 1$)v1but the invitation is not limited as to date.

I did not care to tell them you could not come till later, lest I ap-

ki
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pear to know too much. dIf you will echoose any Monday in De-
cember, except the f{rst one, I think there will be no trouble in ac-
commodating you. Esthiank & cdh not only assure you that your coming
will awaken great interest on the part of the ministers, but that you
will have the sympathy(not in any commiserating sense, but in yoﬁr
positien) of many. The Presidént is a confidential friend,and in
private conversation has severely comdemned Dr. M’s. methods, and also
his supposed position on this cuestion, but I would not care to have P
made publie é}ough my reporting it. You will be heartily welcomed ,
I am sure.

I did not regeive my *Nov-Dec. Review' until yesterday.
I was about to write you, but coneluded I had better wait till I had
cooled off a little. I hardly know what to say now, that 24 hours
have passed, and I have épent an hour with Prof. Ellinwood in the
study of Comparative Religions, and an hour and a half with Chancel-
lor MacCracken in the study of Plato’s Ethies, and have slept eiBht
hours(being one or two hours extra). I only wish he were as fair é?¢“
as Ellinwoodjan treating the other religions; and that he had meas-
ured up to Plato’s personal irresistible convictions of right & wrong.
I cannot help but feel that he is ungentlemanly and unchristian in im-
pugning your motives in charging you with 'self-coneeited hilarity'&e,
with“using aquestionable means of defense‘y; with 'taking advantage of
your position at Chatauqua'; with *reluctantly ((¥) ' appearing in an
‘interview' which "'bears the earmarks of KQi§ having been preparedy

both questions and answers, by the Professor himself*; with "evineing
a purpose to mlsrepresent“' with 'making it econvenient to go to Purop$

as if running away from him; with ‘hypoerisy‘'; &ec., &c. He shows

y

a sublime egotism in 1mp1y1ng, if not say1ng, that because of hislin- y
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