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President William R, Harper, \j
= .~ Chicago.
Dear Friendi- :

The impertance of the Religious Parliament which took plage at Chica-
go in 1893 will not wear away in time, but will rather increase in ;he
coming eenturies, It is am event so omigue that a repetitionucgnnot be
expected soon. At Chicago the conditions were favorable for holding it
The principle of liberty thﬁt aaimat;g the constitution of the ynited
States, allowing everyone the xright of his convictions,;thevhospitab1e
spirit of the City of Chicago, the enthusiasm there for world-wi@e ideals,
the brothexly spirit with which men of all races, climes, and religions
were welcomed, the eagerness to become better acqmainted with foreign peo-
ples and their aspirations, the good-nature with which antagonists humored
one anothery-- all this was unparalleled in the history of the world,

The success of the Religious Parliament was no accident. It actual-
ly took place because the plan of its execution was not Utopian, The
idea of the Religious Parliament is not, as has been stated again and
again, to proclaim a new religion, nor to antagonise nor abolish any ome
of the old religions, but simply to establish a friendly relation among

8ll the religions of the world, which would enable their representatives

10 hecome better aequainted with ome another, to umderstand one amother,



R
and to appreciate the good that the several religions have to offer,

_The rule for speakers at the Religious’ Parliament was to explain
their own religion, to show the grounds for their faith amd set it in the
best light possible, to point out all the good that is im it, and state
the truth as they saw it, This was done without either casting reflec-
tions upon the faiths of others, or denouncing their beliefs as supersti-
tions. ‘The 2im was not to tear down but to build up.

The mAxim of the Religious Parliament holds good still. By becoming
acquainted with one another and appreciating the good each ome has to cou-
tribute to the common stock of spiritual gifts, we trust’ that the spirit
of truth will have the best opportunity to let the truth bedome known, and
in this way the propag&nda“that every religion can make for itself will
be a propaganda which can in do ‘way ineur any hostility, a propaganda of
love and good will in which zeal for the trath does not imply fhhaticism,
where every one is welcomeé to explain his own Views. and all are patient
"to listen, and ready to accept the truth, whatever it may: be.

If, under such conditionss one religion should gain more adherents
than others it will be due to the intrinsic qualities of its truth and
ideals;'ndt“to a'display'of powery be it the superiority of the civilisa-
tion by which ‘it may be backed, or the overwhelming number of its adhe-
rents. If, on the other hand, religions shouid be modified and trans-
formed under the influence of a mutual exchange of thought, we may be sure
that it will be a change for the bettery it will be a growth and not a
deecays it will be a broadening and an increasej it will ‘be a 'gain and
not a loss.

The primciples of the Religious Parliament are merely a practical
application of the Golden Rule and a realisation of the religion of
love in the domain of religiong and we believe them not only to be just
and salutary and wise, they afford also ‘greater and more extended facili.

" ties for missionary work on a higher plane and can only help to contrib-

.
ute to the spread of the trath, whatever it may be.

The Committee of the Religlous Parliament Extension of Chicago deem
it advisable not to lose the vautage-grouud that has been gained, and to
keep together those elements which are inspireé with the hope of comtinued
friendly international and interreligious relations., And so we propose
to keep on file the names of all those who are glad that the Religious
Parliament took place in Chicago, who would help to extend its beneficial
influence, and who iook upon it as therseedétime for a fu{ure harvest that
is developing slowly, but with certainty, in the hearts of mankind. We
propose to keep on file tﬁe‘names of the religieus leaders who constitute
at present the oconsplting members of the Religious Parliament Extensien,
and we.desire to keep the list completey and correoct it from time to time.

We take pieasure in sending you the report of the First Anniversary
Celebration of'the,Parliament of Religions, including a summary statement
of the replies to the originai announcement received from the several
governments of the world and from religious leaders. At the same time
we call your attention te the sropositions of Rev. George T. Candlin,
which we recommend as a basis of umion, and upon which we cordially in-
vite your views. We also request you to do us the favor, to suggest the
names of persons whon you deem suitable for act1ve membership or for
houorary membership of the Religious Parliament Extension.

Please have the kindness to ackuowledge the receipt of the report,
and this ietter to the address of the secretary. as gisen below,

Awaiting the favor of your response, and saluting you in the name
of the Parliament of Religioms, I have the honor to be

Very fai ?fnlly yours,
WL L € (;ZL A A
Secretary of the Religious Parliament Extension.

Postoffice Drawer F, Chicago.




APPROVALS
We heartily aﬁprove the foregoing'letter of Dr, Carus, Secre-

tary of the Religious Parliament Extension, and cordially solicit a

#
compliance with his requesis,

At the approach of the elose of the first decade since the
Parliament of Religions, we feel more and more assured thai this august
assembly will continue to prove an active force promoting the unity and
peace of mankindj and will finally realize in full measure the inspiring

prophecies that marked its close.

Fréternally yours,

M |
il Bazen Lé% LL.D.

President of the Religious Parliament Extemsion.

Ty Consls cs:8;
' D.D.
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Viee Presideat of the REl gious Parliament Extensien,

The Religious Parliament Extension
BASIS 'OF UNION

ProPOSED BY REV. GEORGE T. CANDLIN, CHRISTIAN MissioNarY AT TiEN-Tsiv, CHINA

The Members of the Religious Parliament Extension covenant with each other as follows:

1. Personally never to speak slightingly of the religious faith of one another. This
does not debar the kindly and reverential discussion of differences which exist, nor the
frank utterance of individual belief.

9. Officially to promote by all means in our power, by oral teaching and through
the press, and by whatever opportunity God may give us, a spirit of brotherly regard
and honest respect for the beliefs of others. 7 ; '

3. ‘To discourage among the various peoples all such practices and ceremonies as,
not constituting an essential part of their faith, are inimical, to its purity and are the
strongest barriers to friendly relations. >

4. To promote all such measures as will advance reform, progress and enlightenment,
political liberty, and social improvement among the people of our own faith and nationality.

5. To regard it as a parrt of our holiest work on earth to enlist all men of ability

and influence with whom we are brought into contact in the same noble cause.
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