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January 20th, 1903,

Dr. Henry B. Favill,

100 State 8t., Chicago.

Ly dear Dr. Favill:-

Kearly a ynar ago I raceivod a lptter from

e e

/ you in reference to the 3upurtmentvggmﬁanaaaagmﬁgégpee. Thiu
letter called attention to some ;?hfzguafbgﬁF'ﬁﬁasee of the

subject., I am hoping that sometime in the near future it may be
"W

possible for us to take up this subp ct and see what it is possible

to do in reference to it.

Yours very truly,
W. R. Harper
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’/c;o o S‘TREET-

|
CHicaGO"

" Prosident Wm. R. Harper,

; University of Chbcago, Clity.

My dear Sir: :
. ;n reply to your request fdr a report on a topic which we

have before discussed somewhat, a Department of 8anitary Science, it

seems to me opportune to call your attention to some deeper phases of

the sub ject. 5

The suggestion that is unmistakable of late, that there will be
money within reasonable time to do vhat ought to be done, at once op=
ens the field.

The idea conveyed in our previous talk bore c#pecially uron the
preparation of students to become administrators of health ordinance.

Obviously the pessibilities and needs in that direction have not
grown less. Such functions, however, though reasonably fundamental, the-
orcticall;,are rractically open to the same oiiticlun that our medical
curriculum bears. They tend to drift into a strugsle with disease es-
tablished. It is a fact ,and, in so far as avoldable, it is a reproach
to our medical work that it deals triflingly with the normal.

Except in a few instances the attention'of medical students is
directed either to the active struggle with. pestilence or to the indel-
ible scars of long existing morbid processes.

The study of the normal and the earliest departures from the nor-
mal is most inefficiently dealt with. So marked is this defect that
it is a great exception to find physicians who have any conception of
the terms of the proposition. I cannot too emphatically formulate
this sta‘ement nor exaggerate the deplorable defect. The conviction

‘is strong upon all thoughtful men that the mnint&nance of physiologic

balance which we call health, is a problem of far greater importance
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oo StaTe STREET:

. Ctilcaco: _ :
President ¥m. R. Harper-2- March 11,1902,
Then 81l concelvable remedy. ‘

_At the threshold of this subject lies the need of determining a
set of porms, and establishing the latitude of variations that may be
regarded as within the normal.

Surprising as it is, this has been very sparingly done, and what

 has been _doae is much of it open to miew'. There is hgrdly a problenm
in this f1eld that 1s not abruptly checked in its éolut!on by the lack
of such fundamental data. I cite this to illustrate how radical the
need is. The natural comaent is, that such investigations belong to
physiology. In a sense this 1s true. The old physiology is, however,
full of errors. The new physiology is engaged with blologic abstractions
and research. The physiology of the human being as a social individual

7r————~‘it greater than sll these parts and demands a larger handling.

Moreover, this cannot be confined to professional instruction. IT
has to remch out intimately into the people, to become their organic
law. :

This is foreshadowed in the draft you shoved me from the department
of domestic science. Everywhere one meets the inquiry for knowledge
among the people. I see in the future the instruction in the Department
of Health as overshadowing any other branch of human instruction.

In thus signally falling to enswer your exact question, I am only
asking for a larger consideration of the subject, at what may be a erit
ical time. s

At your comor’lmca I should like to hear your opinion about it.

I am far from assuming myself to be even a useful suggestor in

% for;_respn etruny yo;;u. | "
T 2 _4{ﬂ - :‘ :
Vg [T Gl d A

this most extensive scheme.
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oo StatTE STREET
CHicaGO:-

January 30, 1903.
/w?resident Wm. R« Harper,
»// Universi ty of Chicago, City.
My dear Sir:
Your letter respecting the department of preventive medi-
cine is at hand.'

As I intimated in my previous letter to you my reflactimns upon
the possibilities of the subject had led me to see that it was in
prosrect a matter of tremendous proportion. The extent to which the
matter resches beyond medical lines is so great that I had rather put
myself in the baok—grouﬁd with reference to its dgvelopmént.

i, hiowever, it seems to you that I aﬁ the proper one to block this

matter out, I will give it my immediate attention and wese t it to yom

at your convenience.

*

Very truly yours,,

Ay > 1 5 & iy
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Dr/ Wm. R, Harpery/ )gk fg

My dear,Dr Harper'-

Apr.

28,

OFFICE OF . ..
THE SECRETARY

1896

I warmly approve the first four recommendations of Dr,

Small, provided the money can be found for his additional remuneration,

In regard to the fifth recommendation I suggest that a house be

rented near the University for hospital purposes instead of using a

part of the Divinity Halls.
Dormitories seems to me impossible.

The Uﬁiversity would have no right to make

For many reasons this use of the Divinity

such use of them;

the Dormitory so used, would be looked upon as tainted and would be

avoided by students; to put a hospital for contagious diseases in a

building occupied by a large number of students would be inexcuséble.

Such a hospital is always isolated; ﬁt gertainly must be here.

If the University can find the money - say $1000,00 - it seems

to me that the true

policy is to find a cottage isolated from other

buildings and put a house-keeper in it and make this the hospital.

Major Rust suggests that we may be able to find some house-keeper

who for $100.00 or $150,00 a year would place one or two rooms at our

disposal to be used at any time when it should be found necessary to

send a patient; this seems a very sensible suggestion,

Yours truly,

GG

Sécretary
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