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Mre We. Re Harpver, i

Chicago University.\
Dear Sir:-
An important meeting of the committee of
twenty-five on "Permanent Exposition Building®

will occur on Monday, February 27th, at the Union

Leagus Club, at 4:301:'];;% vhich time the "Siten
Comnmittee will make at lesst = rartial report and
ask for the judgment of each member of the cOoMm=
mittee of twenty-five.

Plecse be there if possible and rlesse be

prompt.

urs very truly

G Aot 5
//giﬁ- f£2§£:fi::kﬁyw§i;#ﬂ>
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PARIS, 22 & 24 Ruk STGEORGES. ' SRl E

CHEMNITZ, THEATER:STRASSE 14,

CALAIS, 20 PLAcE DE LA REPUBLIQUE,

STGALL, 34 RoSENBERG-STRASSE . (yﬂﬂf(qa Jan. 4, 1899,

/
Dear Sir:w

If you are in sympathy with the enclosed

please sign same and return to ne. Those gen-
tlemen who have given this subject most careful
attention - prominent smong whom is one of our
Commnittee -~ Mr. John V. Farwell, Jr. = Ffcel that

TR ——
thie is a matter of almosﬁ?@? al 1nn5;¥;:;:wzg“\

1 future of gn Exposition Building

A

L)
sived that pubkiimiion be shown in

Yours very truly,

ey NS

Vashingion.

cirnens.



\mmm DA \
BEARAY & WCIOEMES TIGE

MVAL (B Lol opeidy

N gupslase ald deiv wliegsye i ess woy 12

ra,mu imm inhzd‘m widd noviy eved m _
smq 2@ oo =t =o.h Fhoss fnexizosg - ml-#

ma: [os% = .4% W2EawmaT 7 adok AU aprdl .

r '. ¥ A s |

‘o Fo¥ nonsdwngnl htR\_‘gm 16 :@-am a ;} -\i
=k aaiBituT mobilneqeN | -

2 aratn d dotere o faie

%_a

g

pT

-

.
18
N e
- fr d
- 1 .
L:.“.-‘ r ol A o d
s T =W L T Y




r fxtract from remarks of Chairmen Sclfridge. "To the gentlemen of
mittee on "Purpose and Scope," has heen comaitted the most important part of

taking. Tt is the expressed desirs of our general committee that we shounld

motive of this enterprise by building it around some paramount purpose that sh

character to the whole. A purpose that shall be worthy of the age in which

of the great city which we represent. Your test of the value of ideas that ey

sented to you will be their direct and practical use to the whole people.

this a temple of usefalness and helpfulness to our citizens and to all the pyp

of commerce. These varions uses are in 1y opinion consistent with each other,

of the arts or philosophies predominated. Progress has been a shouldering

and not & square advance. I now firmly believe that we can in our undertaki

as it ought to do. You need not hurry about your report. We can afford to
the "last word" from those who will nelp us by adding to our inventory of our

"Purposes, " that we may finally act well advised by the best thought of our tj

HARRY G. SELFRIDGE.

-
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CHICAGD, Apams, Quincy, FRaNKLIN, FIFTH Ave, ",I (/‘j t/‘ . /’Z/ x AN / /l
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MANCHESTER, 38 GeorGE STREET

gD‘[‘TI NGHAM, 20 A FLeTcHeEr GaTE Y I N () = \ /
ARIS, 22 & 24 Rue STGeorcES " o ¥ i \ 4 i \T@ . 1
CHEMNITZ, THEATER-STRASSE 14 \ / "~ STATE, WASHINGTON & WABASH|,
CALALS, 20 Puace oe La REPUBLIQUE, \ Vi ] /
STGALL, 34 RosenBERG-STRASSE ' /" % 1
Moy o
/ :-éklazgmz August 26, 1899,
N1 €

Dr. Wm. Harper,

|.$ | ’ //
University of Chicago. \j/
My dear Dr. Harper,-- K\\__/

Ve have in mind, as a house, the manufacture of an article

vhich is now much used, but at a price which mekes it prohibitory
except to the peoprle with money. If we can produce this article in
some other material which shall have the density, elasticity, and
about the same oncifio gravity as the article now in use, we see =
large business as a result., I write to vou to ask if you know of
some young men in your departmsﬁ{\g>/>§}é::{>£\xg\{:}é similar de-
partment which would give him knowledge in the direction we are
seecking, which }oung men could place himself in our employ either
for part or alluof the time till this matter is thought out, we
should be pl=aassed to enter into specific arrangements with hin.

If you have any suggestions in this dirsction I should be most pleased

to hear them.

Thanking you i

-

advancae for your trouble,

I remain always,

S

Very sipcerely yours, N

Sy
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Chicage, February 26, 1915

Ky dear Hr. Selfridge:-

Thank you very much for the
gcopy of "The Spectator" of Janunary 204, with marked
editorial on "A Great Danger*, and also of "The Daily
Chronicle” of January 27th, with an articls by Nr. Bell
on "imerieca and the Dacla”. I have read these with
interest, and beg to bte permitted to maxn.aomc commants.

The editorial contains an hypothesis shich is an
absurdity. 1t says, referring to the Americam pesople:
"They think that tecause we are in a tight place they
can ask things from us which they would not have asked
in peacs, and that we must yleld to necessity.” Yow
nothing can te more absurd than any such supposition.

I don*'t belleve that & single Aimerican ever had any such
notion on the subjeot. The editorial says, "Rightly or
wrongly, we are certain that this is the case.” The

cortainty ia a certainty of an absurdity.
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The glat of the whole editorial is complaint because
the United 9tates has not gone to war to aid Great
Britein. That 1s what it really means. Now in point
of fact the great majority of American poepld I am
convineed sympathise with the Allies in this war, because
they believe that Germany and Austria-Hungary were
responsible for beginning the war, because they belleve
that the attack on Belgium was unwarranted, and bascause
they delieve that Germany and iustria reazlly aim at the
mastery of Rurope, and ultimately of the world. At
the same time the United States maintains 1tz traditional
policy of meutrality in European wars. We ars roundly
abused on both sldes because we don't come to the help
of either. The United 2%tates may be drivea into war;
it will never be dragged into 1%t. Horsover, such a
statenment as this 1s totally wrong: “Can it be wondered
at that even though it may be reasonable and though of
course we ought to sse the American case, etec., we foeol
cut %o the heart that jimerica seems to reckon up the
natter in o0ld dollars and gents rather than In terms of
flesh and blood and of human suffering”. This again 1s

& baseless attack on the United States. It is not with
ns & matter of dellars and cents at all, but a matter of

our rights as neutrals, which we don't propose to have
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invaded by the wanton conduct of belligerents. Un-
fortunately we Americans have a memory. This memory
goes back rather more than a hundred years. Ve remember
that during the FHapoleoniec wars our undoubted rights as
neutrals under the common practigces and rules of inter-
national law wore disregarded by both belligerents, and
that for many years we had to submit te outrages and losses
wvithout end on ?ho part of Inglsnd as well as on the part
of France. These outrages at last drove us into a war
wilth Bangland. %e have been I think extremely natient

in thies war, btut there is a 1imit te American patience.

We are not going te¢ submit to the destruction of our ships
and our citisens by German aggression on the high seas,
nor are we going to join with Bngland by sudbnitting peaos-
ably to the violation of our neutral rights ef commerce
with other neutral countries or with Germany. If it ie
imposaible for the Inglish press to deal reasonably with
neufrals I suppose we shall have to submit to such dis-
cussion of the oase as that of the "iIpectatorv, but I

am bound t¢ say such an attitude on the part of the
English press will go a long way to lessen the American
interest in the British cause im this war.

¥r. Bell's article about the "Dacia” contains some
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curions statements. He lays down several propesitions:
1. "That Ameriocs will not attempt to liberate the
interned German ships without an arrangement agreeagble
to Eangland.”
Comment: America will not attempt to liberate the

interned German ships at all.

2., "That America will do 1ts utmost to fortify
iteslf against the charge of facillitating in any way the
conveyance of contraband to Germany or iustris.”

Jomment: America will do nothing of the sort.
American citizene have s perfect right to sell cantraban@
of war to either belligerent, and will do s¢ unimpeded by
the American goverament, 0f course they.eo that subject
to the risk of capture and condemnation ¢of such contra-
band if found on the high seasa. Of course the American
government will not 1tselfl comvey contraband to either
belligerent, but on the other hand it will net prevent,
noy attempt to prevent, its merchants from selling contra-
band either %o Germany or to England. It wounld be & grossly
unaneutral act to interfere with either form of Shis
commerce.

Fhatever the sympathies of American citizens in this
war, tho United States is determined if possible to

prosorve 1its neutrality. If our Bnglish friends wish teo
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#mcy the sympathles of the imerican people as & whole
ﬁcx oannet do so more effectively than by making themgelves

yu‘ttoa to a lins of conduet which amounts to abusing

/smeriea because she does not enter aggressively oz the pide

i _*’Jof England in the war, or on the other hand tc & line of

condunet which trenches on the admitted, traditional and
unquostioned righte of neutrals.

Yery truly yours,

!.Pu!. - Lo

ur. H. Gordon Selfridge,
Londen, England.
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SELFRIDGE & CO.,LTD., LONDON, W.

March 13th 1915

My dear Professor Judson,

I hasten to answsr your letter of
February 26th, which I have rsad with very much
intersst and which I shall, by this post, forward
to the Editor of "The Spectator™ for his careful
perusal .

At the time the article was written
it looked very much to wms over here - and by us I
mean thoss citizens of the United States who claim
to be as good and patriotic citizens as any msn can
be, but who are living 3,000 milss away from her
shores - that the Authorities at Washington were
bsating round the bush as hard as they could to
please the pro-German party and to assist the astute
Jews,who are largely in charge of the copper business
of America,to dispose of their product.

This we consider, as citizens of the
United States, to bs a policy which would emphasize
rather than removs the fseling which sxists so generally
in Burops (unfairly, perhaps, but nevartheless exists)
that America's first thought is to chass the dollar.
We have just as much pride in the United Statss and in
its position in the world's opinion as anyone and soma-
~times we ars able to judge a little bstier the effsct
of certain actions than thoss who ares in the midst of
thoge zctions. I say, without hesitation, that certain
actions of the Authorities at Washington, which were
taking place at the time the article was writtsh were
not such as would redound to the ceredit of the United
States when the history of this whols thing is to be
written.

Nobody ovsr here wants tha United States
to join in this confliect and nobody even insinuates that
such shall take place, and I think, psrhaps, that some-
-thing of an error exists in the feseling in America that
the Allies ars agrsssively courting for that country's
goodwill.



Germany, if wa can read properly her
opinion through her press articles, fscls that
it is a matter of no moment and not of much interest
to them whether America enters the confliet or not,
because she openly thinks the United Statss has no
soldiers, which is true, and her Navy would be an
unnecessary addition of the forces opposed to Germany's
suceess.

Then England and Amsrica are so much more
closely united than any other two countnss in the
world that perhaps individuals in @Tngland feel more
keenly these acts,which seep to them other than friendly
and consistent, but perhaps they ars mistaken in their
opinien.

Since the article in"The Spectator" was written
things have changed very much and thers has besn no com-
-plaint for soms time as to America's attidude. You
can make up your mind, my dear Profsssor Judson, that
England will not permit copper and cotton or food stuffs
of any kind, if they can hslp it, to entsr the CGerman
borders, and it looks, up to this momant, as if she was
raasonably able to prevent that taking place.

I quite rscognise, and have from the first
emphasized to our friends ever here that a very large
shars of America's public individually sympathises with
the Allies, and for the reasons which you state and for
one or two reasuns besides those, viz. that Amsrica, as
a psople wers not disposed to accept militarism as a con-
-trolling factor of people hersafter, and bacause they
are tired in company with most of the rest of the world

in hj{iﬂghpggiﬁﬂsgl party in Burope shake public confid-
-encé and public comfort by some speech or newspaper arti-
~cle which one of ths spokesman may wish to givs out.

The Leaders of Germany, in the opinion of the
most careful and intelligent thinkers in "ngland and
France, know that they are surs to be beatsn and while
they may stick at this thing for a long time it ig diffi-
-cult to see the judgment which permits the industriass of
their eountry to be gradually stranglsd to death bscause
the minority party controlling tha army wishes to stick
at this thing.
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Nobody over hers in Iingland thinks for
a moment of talking peace and nobody wishes peacs
sxcept on the terms originally laid down, which
conditions will, when complsted, remove us here
and United Statss as well of the possible domination
of the world by the Military Party of Prussia.

With kind regards,

You /r/’?truly, // ‘
Q]/f%/%«}/% ZZ“

Profassor Harry Pratt Judson.






Chicage, April 3, 1915

¥y dear Mr, Selfridge:-

I have your interesting letter
of the 13th of Narch and think I fully understand the
situation. I am very sure that our Americams resideat
in #ngland are not correct in inferring “that the
Authorities at Washington were beating round the bush as
hard as they could to please the pro-German party and te
assist the astute Jews, who are largely in charge of the
copper business of America, to dispose of their product.”
1 doubt very much whether you will whea fully informed
of the facts retain your opiniem that the authorities .
at Vashington were doing disoreditable things. 1% 1o
easy to understand that people In Zurope should sneer at
ue as deing interested in finance. In point of faet we
are interested inm jJustice, and the gross injustice which
#e have received from both sides in this war is enough %te

make the blood of any trume American beil. When I say
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both sides I say both sides advisedly. I am quite
avare that England will not permit, if she can help 1%,
cotton or copper or foodstuffs of any kind to enter
German borders. The methods she has used thus far to
prevent 1t are a gross vielation of intcrnstlonaygz;>2¢ll
as common justice, and these methods have gone a long
way %o cool the interest in the English cause which so
many Americane have had. That does mot have the effect
of causing any sympathy with Germany, which has been
Just as grossly insclent to neutrals. I am sorry that
the madnese of war in thls emergency Jjust as was the case
a hundred years ago has prevenmted our Znglish friends
from acting with dignity and reason towards those who
de not see fit %o Jjolnm in their gquarrels. I am sspecially
sorry begause in my opiniom jJustiee in thie war does not
1ie with the Teutoniec Dual Alliance.

#ith cordial regards and best wishes, I am,

Very truly yours,

..,.:. - L.

ir. H. Gordon Selfridge,
London, W., Ingland.
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SELFRIDGE & CO.,, LTD.,, LONDON, W.

March 23rd 1915

Pear Professor Judson,

1 am to-day giving a letter of
introduction to you to Mr. Harry E. Brittain
and I want to explain in advance what an in-
-teresting man ha is.

Brittain is one of the list in
England of the so-called "gentlemen of leisurs"
but there is no big movement for progress, , for
development, for international mraderie, for
anything that is right an g that Brittain
is not called upon to take a hand.

He knows ¢gverybody in the kingdom
and really has a wondefful knowladge of this
country's needs, advantages, errors and what
not. He is ahout tha Nvest wire that I have
found on this sids of the ocean and Mrs Sslfridge,
my Mother, and m f and my children as wsall
always enjoy bdm and his wife extramaly.

r. Brittaip’ knows a lot of people
al ready in Agerica and-Canada. He is now going
over in the in s of a Colonial-British
Bmpire Club, or something of that kind, which is
international in its character and I am told an
excellent thing. Of course he has no favors to
ask of anyone.

It is the acquaintance of this kind
of man that makes the men of America fecl more
closely tied to England, and it is just this kind
of man, who, raturning to England tells the people
over here what ha has seen and of the people he

dwill which
er.
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Professor Herry Pratt Judson,
The Tmiversity,
CYICAGO.
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SELFRIDGE & co,LTD,, LONDON, w.

March 24th 1915

Cear Professor Judson,

May I, by this note,
introduce one of my London friends,
Mr. Harry &, Brittain, who frequent-
-ly visits both the United States ang
Canada, and I am happy to be the means
thrcugh which Mr, Brittain's large ac-
-quaintance in Anerica shall be snlarged
by the addition of soms of my om friends,

With kind regards,
I remain,
Yo very truly, )

Y &

Professor Harry Pratt Judson,
The Universj ty,
CHI CAGO.
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" SELFRIDGE & COMPANY

LIMITED.

\ DIRECTORS.

e H. GORDON SELFRIDGE (MANAGING DIRECTOR), Charrman.
THAROED & MUSKER. B. F. POPHAM.

TRUSTEES FOR THE DEBENTUREHOLDERS.
THE CITY SAFE DEPOSIT AND AGENCY COMPANY, LIMITED.

SOLICITORS.
ASHURST, MORRIS, CRISP & CO.
NUNN, POPHAM & STARKIE.
b AUDITORS,
l DELOITTE, PLENDER, GRIFFITHS & CO.
SECRETARY AND REGISTERED OFFICES.
WILLIAM MILES, F.C1.5., 400, Oxford Street, London, W.

DIRECTORS® REPORT.

I 1. The Directors have pleasure in submitting a Balance Sheet at the 31st January, 1913.
2. The trading results for the year have been highly satisfactory. The returns have
increased practically every trading day of the year over any corresponding day in the
history of the business, and substantially every one of the one hundred and thirty
departments has established new records.

3. The net profit for the year amounts to £104,029. 2s. 8d. To this sum must
be added the amount brought forward, £8,000 (provided for the Accrued Dividend on
the Preference Shares to January 31st, 1912)—together £112,029. 2s. 8d.—which, after
paying the Debenture Interest and the Preference Dividend, leaves a balance of
£68,360. 16s. od. The Directors will appropriate this as follows :—

To write off the whole of the Underwriting Commission on Debentures, £20,000;
7 ; to write off depreciation of Fixtures, Fittings, Carpets, etc., £3,557; to write off
Preliminary Expenses, £36,803. 16s. od.; and to carry forward the balance, 48,000,
for the Accrued Dividend on the Preference Shares to January j3ist, 1913,
4. Mr. Popham is the retiring Director, and, being eligible, he offers himself for
f re-election,
' 5. Messrs. Deloitte, Plender, Griffiths & Co. offer themselves for re-election as Auditors
\ of the Company.

By Order of the Board,

| WILLIAM MILES,

. 19TH FEBRUARY, 1013, Secretary.



SELFRIDGE & COMPANY, Limitep.

BALANCE SHEET, 3Ist January, 1913.

Z lar e F e

By PuRcHASE CONSIDERATION UNDER
AGREEMENT OF SALE dated 6th March,
1908, Leaseholds, and Ancient Lights,

To CAPITAL AUTHORISED AND ISsUED—

500,000 Ordinary Shares of 41 each,

g ashllypail Gy S (500i0007 0 0 (including £500,000 allotted as fully paid
400,000 6 ¥ Cumulative Preference Ordinary Shares) .. £778,035 5 o
Shares of 41 each, fully paid . 400,000 O O Additional T.easeholds
— 600,000 © O acquired during the year Qoo 2 3
» 5% Firsr MORTGAGE DEBENTURES, —_——— 779,835 8 0o

33 CosT or BuiLning, LAw AND SURVEY
CHARGES, BANK INTEREST AND CoM-
MisstoN, Grounn RexTs and all other
expenses relating to Construction to date

redeemahble by instalments commen-
cing in 1912 by purchase, or by
drawings at £105 per cent. ... e 306200 0 ©

Less amount redeemed and can- of opening (15th March
celled during 1912 7,000 0 © 1900) ’1;317 645 7 4
3
Expenditures made on
389,200 0 © Buildings since that dale 14,408 9 5
e 3R, 0RIIGN (G

Add Interest accrued to date ... 6,486 13 4 P nes: Bt | CArpEr. Fvcs
3 25, NGs; C TS, 5,

CURTAINS, &c., aT Cosv we JII51 75 *Toleraduced

10 667,504, 75 5,

395,686 13 4

53 TRADE AND OTHER CREDITORS, AND
sy LYPEWRITERS, CASH REGISTERS, Busi-

LOANE EROMIBANKERS s b 3aoor 7 1 ~Ess UTeNsILs, &c., Jess depreciation ... 7,000 8 5

Horses, VANs, Motors, &c., fless de-

»s PROFIT AND Loss AccounrT— 1
preciation ... 3,806 o o

Balance, per Accounts at 31st January,
1912 e 13,778 10 1 5 STOCK IN TRADE AT COST OR UNDER —
as certified by the Management ... - 75,062 I3 7

Less, applied in reduction of Preliminary
NOTE.—Goods purchased for future delivery are not

Expenses per Directors’ Report of included i this Balance Sheot, nor are the liabilitios
relating thereto,
sth March, 1912 5,778 10 1
e ;3 SUNDRY DEBTORS (/ess reserve for doubt-
m;‘:‘;:?ﬂm‘z“‘:gm‘)’“ P“fm““ Sh"m ‘°} 8,000 o © ful debts) and Managing Director’s Current
Account ... X 6
Add : Profit for year ending 3ist 0345 &
January, 1913 ... .. 104,029 2 8 ;3 UNEXPIRED PAYMEXNTS FOR INSURANCES,
RaTEs, &c.... 3,087 2 o
112,029 2 8 y» UNDERWRITING COMMISSION ON DE-
Less: BENTURES, as per last account ... ws 20,000 @ O wppicambnn will
be written afl.
Debenture Interest for : +» PRELIMINARY OUTLAYS INCIDENTAL TO
year to date ... .. £19,668 6 8 THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BUSINESS
Preference.  Dividend as per last account ... £L1o3,705 8 &
paid for year to 3oth Less amount written off
September, 1912 ... 24,000 0 o© as per last report ... 5778 10 1 -
SH— e 97,920 1 4 *This amount will
43,668 6 8 L reduced I.I)\'
—— 68,360 16 0| = Casw ar BANKERS AND IN HAND .. 19,483 15 7 B3+ (K00,
£1,601,648 16 5 £1,601,648 16 5
e —— —— e

*See Directors’ Repart,
H. G. SELFRIDGE, }D_ -
Trec .

B. F. POPHAM, N

To the Skareholders of
SELFRIDGE & CoMPANY, LiMiTen.

We have examined the above Balance Sheet dated the 31st January, 1913, with the Books and Vouchers of the Company,
and have obtained all the information and explanations we have required. In our opinion such Balance Sheet is properly drawn
up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Company’s affairs according to the best of our information’and the
explanations given us, and as shown by the books of the Company.

5, LoNDON WALL BUILDINGS, DELOITTE, PLENDER, GRIFFITHS & CO., ] udit
Lonpon, E.C. CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS. § 0

Lebruary 19¢h, 1913,
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Chicago, March 1C, 1913

Dear Nr. Selfridge:-

I am much interceted in receiving
ths report of'your Gompeny for the past year, snd
sordiglly congratulate you on the success attained.
Tour Chicage friends are following jour Paglish career
with prest interset and symvatiy.

7ith beat wishes, I am,

Very truly yours,

K'OPIJ- - La

¥r. H. Gordon Selfridge,
London, Tagland.
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