February Tth, 1903,

&

2 E@ﬁﬁy dear Sir:-
; In reply to your kind letter of yebruary 6th

I would say that since mecting you T have arranged to leave Lhe

city to be gone the greater portion of the next six wecks. T should - (
like very much indeed to be present at the banquet, but under these

circurgtinces T am sure you will excuse me.

Yours very truly,
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Dr, "g.R., Harper,
Pres, University of Chicago, g%k?
Chieago, 11,

My Dear Dr. Harper:-

A week ago when I asked yocu to take advantage
of the cpportunity afforded by the joint reception and hanquet c¢f
the Flla F., Young Club and the George Howland Club April 4th, to
let the publie know of your warm interest and aporoval of the
cause of simplified spelling, you asked for a few days' time to
consider 1t, requesting me to write to. you. I hope ycu have
found it possible tc let the principals and their friends, of
vaom we hope to have a large number in attendance, have the
pleasure of meeting you personally on that occasion, and of
discharging the more impcrtant funetion of Jetting the pecple of
hiie country know of vour earnest respect for the problem proposed-
The Duty, Wavs, and Means of Simplifying our Spelling- and your
desire to promote the matter along reasonable lines. I shall ask
for the substance of the speeches some twe we=ks in advance of the
time set, and have them, together with a large part of the letter
I am getting from prominent persons who approve the cause, printed
and distributed to the press in advance of the meeting, the mat-
ter to he released on that daie, A greatl many will be very
sorry, indeed, 1f you cannot be one of the speakers. Mrs, Young
has consented, as was to be expected, of ccurs=s., I shall have a
strong represzntation from the Northwestern University, and I
want an equally strong and large one from the University of
Chicago, these two institutions being at the center of the ter-
ritory vwhich we wikl trv' to cover with e¢irculars and other
literature, based somewhat cn the expressions utlered and read
on the occasion referred to,

For the purpose of getting the letters-would it be too
much trouble to let vour stenographer give me the names of members
of vour faculty whom vou know to he Tfriendlv to the cause? I only
Xnow of Dr. Chamberlain, Dr, Dewey, Mrs, Young and Mr.Jackman.,

I know there are others, but I do not know their names,

Hoping that I have not asked a burdensome favor in this,
and that I may receive assurance that you will endeavor to be
present and make a twenty minutes' speech at the banquet, I
remain

Very truly vours

SO %er.

-
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February 13th, 1903.

lr. Be 04 Vatle,

Oak Park, I11.

Ly dear lir. Vaile:-

Your letter of webruary 10th has heon
received. I must beg your pardon in the natter of seﬁdlng you
Names . In some way or othsr, when I took up your letter, T omitted
this items 5o far as T know professor Chamberlin is most largely
interested im this subject. The English depaétmant, as a whole,

T am inclined to think, arc opposed to i, but professor lMueClintoek
favors it. I know that professor Shorey opposes it, bul T do not
know how Professor liale stands. The real fact ls that T am not very
well scquainted with the seniiment on this subject. T am inclined
to think that M¥r. Charberlin could answer this question.

¥y return is altogether a problem. I mention the term of
gix weeks. Tt is pousible that T may not leave until,the first of
B8pril. 1 am unfortunately in tho pesition of one who cannot contrel
his own actions becsuse so many things are involved. T am still
sure that ¥re, Cha borlin is the man to make this address.

T note your other point and T confess that T am very much

interested in it. 1 hardly know what to suggest. I am afraid

that Dr, Butler, Dr. Wheeler and myself are on s0 many committees
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that we are not able to do our work as it ought to be done. As

& matter of faot, T must call z halt and not enly refie

fige to take
up new duties, dbut reduce the number of thoae%}a T now have.

I could convince you that this was neccnsary“‘%_m_a“very short

interview.

Trusting that you will scon be restored to health, T rema in

Yours very truly,
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Dl". \v,"!,' - R * Hal"p(-‘l",
University of Chicago,
Chicapgo, Ill,

My Dear Sir:- _
Of course your declining is all right. DBut your

letier causes me embarrassment and pain, which in justice to you

as well as to myvself I must let yeu understand, unpleasant as it

it 4s to put it on paper, If I were not hedfast I would take

the time to see you personally, if possible,

In the first place I asked if you would not kindly furnish
me with the names of as manv of vour faculty as ycu know te be in
sympathy with the agitaticn of this spelling question. I explained
to vou whyr I desire the names. You ignore my question entirely.
It may have been improper altho L cannot detect in what respect.
If vou so deem it, I sincerely heg vour pardon and withdraw the
request entirely. .I wollld really like to know whether you wish
me to forego the goed opportunity which has come to my hand, to
ask for an expression on this question from prominent scholarly
men and to cet them before the people, or at least on to the edi-
sorial deske of the country, and to have the expense met, for
this entails considerable expense, much more than I could afford
%o give myself, and I don't know of any one else who would be
willing to hear it. I fully realize s the superior weight whikh
+he opinicns and examples of university people have in overcoming
the popular prejudice and indifference on this matter, The dif-
fisulty is to get the expressions,in the first place,in a way to
print, and in the second place, to get them hefore public nctice.
T have found s¢ manv university men in sympathy with the cause ac-
cording to their own statement, and yet who were much more ready
to run awayv from oppertrinities to say or do anything of substan=
+ail aid in this matter than they were to se=k opportunities that
T mav have hecome unduly sensitive to such accidental oversights
as this matter in your letter may beff%s I hope it i§. Anyhow,I
am going to he bold enough to repeat the request. T can afford
fhaither the time nor the money for canvassing your faculty individ-
ually even if I were willing to do so, as I certainly am not. I
want their sexpressions of interest in this cause if I can get them ,
If you do not feel inclined to give me:the names T shall drop it
so far as your faculty is concerned, but with much regret,

In the second place. You expect to be gone six weeks, vUur
neeting does not occur until April 4th, eight weeks from the
day you wrote, Whether this fact will make any difference in
vour decision I cannot judge. At all events I will not ask
Dr. Chamberlain to step into the breach until after I hear from
vou again, providing this letter reaches you without delay. If yanu
ar2 cone I trust your secretary will advise me immediately. YeGu
fully understand how much more attention is paid to the words of
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the President of such a institution than to any subordinate,
Beyond the occasion of the banquet I am locking at the larger
fi¢ld of the whole country, and am desirous of getting some of
the mat.er into the columns of the press, as explained te ycu,
Hence T am exceedingly desirous tec have you present in person,
Dr, James had completed arrangements before I wrote to him,which
would call him away from the city at the date named, so if your
decision stands,the chances of getting any of the matter of the
evening symposium published,out side of our local press, are great-
1y reduced,

In view of this fact I am going to be bold again,whatever
the result,and ask,  you to send me an expression of veur own sym-
pathy with this movement, which I may read at the banquet and
send out to the press, ®Fhis is, of ocourse, in case you do not
find your calendar will,after all, nermit vou to speak at the
hanquet. I shall hope to have the letter by the first of March,
or hefore, 1if possible, Fhis work requires a great deal of time,
a?d has to he done on the eside as my exacting perscnal work per-
nits.

50 much for this particular matter. Now I must take yvour
time for a point which I had not thought it necessary to do until
vour letter came, I wish I cculd be briefer., I will save vou
all T can., I have had a lonz correspondence with Dr . Harris-
only three letiers but all long ones= cver a vital correlated cues-
tion, which in my judgment is just now at the critical point of
crystaliization, I shall try at the coming meeting of Superinten=
dents in Cincinnati to secure the apnointment of a cormittee, to
agk for e similar committee of conference from the Modern Lan=-
guage Association and from the American Philologicel Association,
to recormend to each organization a universal kev alphabet for
indicating pronunciistien for the approval and endorsement of
each hody. ‘ou know how each of our dictionaries now has dts
own wndividual system,complicated and burdensome. mThis style of
diacritical marks 1is now ended, There is no danger of any future
dictionary continuing the present system. There are new editicns
in contemplation and their keyv notation is8 now under considera-
tion by their editors and publishers, The disposition exists
%0 adhere to the old fashion of each publisher or editor fecllowing
his own individual style or system. TFach one seems to think it
would be poor business policy to adopt a syvstem used by any com=
petitor, On that account the forthcomings Worcester has so altered
the alphabhet prorulgated years ago by The American Philclegical
Association as to spoil its possibility of use for common pur=
poses. I have been the means of having a good deal of hot shot
poured into Dr. Scott because of his entirely ignoring the needs
of the cormon people in endeavoring to get an instrument suited
to the mére delicate needs of the lexicographer. The hook had
nrogressed too far, however, hefore any of us knew of his tam-
pering with the alphabet. I was recently assured by a leading
dictionary publisher,when urging this matter upon his considera-
tion in his contemplated new edition,that his hcuse never follows
but always leads.

New if there was a strong sentiment existing ameng the schocls
and university men of the country, and the students of language, in
favor of stopping all this diversity and bringing all our dic-
tionaries on to one system of pronocuncing notation, and more im=-
portant, of having that system bhased on a simple, practical,

every-day alphabet, however much the lexicographer might find it
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necessary to modify it to indicate their finer distinctions “n
sounds, *hese d*c*ionary men would not deem it financially

safe to strike out each on an independent pronouncins alphabet

of hls own. I1* seems %0 me very Important te immeddately start

an agitation aloygthis line before the work on the other diction-
aries progresses any further, I want to have you ¢én the com-
mittee with Dr, Harris and Dr. Butler and Dr. William Ide Vheeler,
1f I can succeed in getting such a comnittee appointed under the
resolution which I have racited ahove, Would you have any ob=-
Jection to serving on the committee? I am sure your foresight
sees whak g€ffecton the simplifying of our spelling the adoption

of such a uniform keyr alphabet would have, I am not urging it on
that score, however, Science and common sense demand that all out
dictionaries shall take one fundamental system for indicating our
vocal sounds. The rival manufacturers of tyvpe writers use a
universal key hoard; -the makers of type use a uniform syvstem of
bodies, so with the makers of bolts and screws, =tc.

T am sorry to take so much of vour +ime ,but, as vou see,if
there is any value in the thought, now is the time to becin to
act, and you are one of the important factors among the agents
%o be brought into effective work. If four leading universi-
ties of the country can be brought to pronounce upon this matter,
and the two Associations also either in approving the already
existing alphabet of the Amerigéan Philelogical Association, or a
hetter one, the matter will be practically settled, I believe,
Dr, Harrists last letter gives me preat hope that he will final-
ly abandon the svstem in use in the great Fnglish Murray Diction=-
ary in process of publication, and that his mind is open to
consider a simplier and more practical system, I suspect that
Dr., Harris will have something to do with some of these new
dictionaries if he lives long =nough. Anvhow he ought to be
on the committee, and I shall try to secure his appointment. I
only want to know if yocu would resent the liberty if T should

have you named likewise on it.
; For fear of missing a mail T authorize my stenographer to
sipgn this letter and mail immediately rather than take time to
gend it or bring it from my office to my sick-bed for my own sig-

nature,
Very trulzéij;;ii;//

S
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Biversity,
reason.
e » Pobruary 21st, 1203,
Yre 7, 0. Vaile, :
Qak Park, Ill.
My denr Mr, Valle:-

T have your latter with its vr’.;'y specifie
request. T do not like to mke this statement because T am afraid
t"will be thofight by many to appear as an officinl stut ement and ae
mpreaentiﬁg the/ imiversity. T think you will appreciate my
embarrassment in the situvation. '

Thanlf!ng you for your ccourtesy, T remain

Yours very truly,

\

i
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Andrew D, White, LL, D, L. &, D, formerly President of Uor-
.ty, and our Ambsassador to Rassia and to Gsrmany:

Two 's strike my mind very forcibly. These are:

First- I'h fearful waste of time on the part of millions of
our children, in learning the most illogical mode of spelling,
probably, that this world has ever seen; the only real result
being to weary them of books and to blunt their reasoning
faculties.

Secondly—The barrier which our present system establishes
against the most important agent in the rapid civilization and
Christianization of the world. The grammar of our tongue is
probably the simplest and easiest known among civilized na-
tions; so much so, indeed, that for a long time it was accepted
asg a truth that the English language had no grammar Our
langnage is spreading among the cultured classes in all parts
of the world; but, what is more important, it is beginnin yto
take possession of the vast semi-civilized and barbarous na-

tions of the East—China, Japan, India, and the islands of the
Pacific.

I have no doubt that, were English orthography simplified,
the English language would within a generation ortwo become
the business language of the more active part of all these
great nations. The effect of sending out 100,000 missionaries
would be but slight when compared witk what would be ac-
complished if our language were thus spread among those na-
tions, and they were thus opened to the treasures of Christianiz-
ing and civilizing thought contained in it. These are the two

- things that I see in the matter, and I rejoice that the | eading

philologists, as well as all thoughtful, practical men, are all
ranged on one side.

Let me urge you to give yourself as much as possible to the
movement. It is really one of the things to which itis really
worth while to devote one’s self in this world. (1883.)



Morrison R. Waite, LL, D , Chief Justice of the U.S,1874-1888,

For the sake of the coming generations I hope it may be ac-
complished.

Charles Sumner :

The English language has an immense future. But there
must be harmony between the written and the spoken word.
In helping this reform you are a public benefactor.

William E, Gladstone, British Premier:

1 often think that if I were a foreigner and had to set about
learning English I should go mad. I honestly can say I can-
not conceive how it is that he learns to pronounce English,
when I take into account the total absence of rule, method,
and system, and all the auxiliaries that people usually get when
they have to acquire something difficult of attainment :
It is not in my power to offer to give any time, under present
circumstances, to the undertaking which I recommend and in
which 1 should gladly have found myself able to join. I
would gladly lead it if I were younger and had some things off
my hands.
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Dr, William R, Harper,
University of chicago,
Chicago, Ill,
My Dear Dr, Harper:-

I wonder if each of us is not entitled to a
monument for patience., I will concede your claim to be the greater,
if your good nature will continue long enough tc recall the fact
that in two letters I askedAyoulin case yvou finally decided that
vou could not address the principals in persen, to send me a clear
letter expressing yvour conviction as to the desitability of gsim-
plifying our spelling, and approving, if you can, the immediate
use of the twelve N,E.A, short spellings, so called;thoﬁ"thru, "
etc. You have not paid attention to my request, Hence I repeat
it. I cannot see how any embarrassment or harm could come to you,
or any of your interests, by letting the public know clearly that
vou favor the movement toward reform, A letter from you to that
effect read at the meeting, and printed in the papers, would have
very great weight, This is why I write again, and I hope you
will send me.the desired letter,

Very truly yours
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March 16th, 1903,

Mr. B, 0, Valle,
Qak Park, Illinois,
My dear Sir:

T suppose I must acknowladge the
charge. I am a coward, That 18, I am afraid to
take hold of some questions which I do not have the
time and the strength to handle, We cannot all of
ug do everything. My interest is in a different
line. I am sure this will not satisfy you, but I
am sorry to have you think that I do not want to be
of service in the direction which you indicate,

Very truly yours,
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OAK PARK or CHICAGO, ILLINOIS fwtm\d, 1903,

Dr . ,William H, Harper,
University of Chicago,
Chicago, Ill,
Dear Dr., Harper:-
Your duplicate letter is just to hand, and
I thank you sincerely for your courtesy. I can hardly express
to0 you my disappointment at your decision, altho I felt in my
bones all the time that it would be so, You must allow me to
say, howsver, that my disappointment has shifted from regret
on account of the occasion in which I am enlisted, tc regret
on account of Dr, Harper himself, I have strong, vigoraus
letters from Pres, James, Pres, Andrews, and a milder, but out-
spoken one from Pres, Butler, Pres, Remsen, Hadley and Jor-
dan)find themsslves too busy to write the letter, which, of
course, i3 easily interpreted, altho they do not have the as-
surance, in the face of the record submitted to them,to say that
they are opposed. Pres, Wilson has no sympathy with the cause,
New, when the issue is thus raised, and a leading President
feels that the interest of his institution so over=shadows the
interest of humanitv- I don't bhelieve you will maintain that
this question is any less- that he cannot find it.in his heart
£o declare his honest conviction on the merits of the question ,
what mayv justly be thought of him? I am not saying this in
continuation of my expectation of a letter from you, I abandon -
2% that, altho T must say I still hope that you will re-con-
gider your decision out of justice to yourself. A dozen lines
from you would be of great weight, and may easily include an
ample saving clause to prevent sny such mistake as you fear
nay arise, You see 1 do not appreciates your "emharrassment",
and am thinking of what would be the fate of all reform. move=-
ments if vour axample should be followed by our leading univer-
sity presidents, The duty of opportunity is to be recognized,
as well as the duty of conviestion, both of which coalesce in
the coming oocaaion/so far as believers in the cause are con-
cerned,
Very truly yvours
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//? | June 24th, 1903,

Mr., E. 0+ Vaile,

Oak Park, TIll.

My dear 3Sir:-

I find that T have already made an engarement
for Wednesday afterncon at Boston. If the meeting were near by

T might be able to be present during a portion of the time.

Yours very truly,
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Oak Park, 1.
June, 18, 1903,

SR D, T

The three committees appointed at the instance of
the Department of Superintendence,N. E. A.,to recom-
mend a simple, practical, phonetic alphabet as the
uniform basis of a pronouncing key are as follows:

From the American Philological Association:

Prof. F. A. March, chairman, Dr. F. A. P. Scott,
editor-in-chief of the new Worcester, Prof. Geo.
Hempl, University of Mich., Prof. J. H. Wright,
Harvard, Prof. B. Perrine, Yale.

From the Modern Language Association:

Prof. O. F. Emerson, Western Reserve University,
chairman, Prof. Calvin Thomas, Columbia University,
Prof. E. S. S8helden, Harvard University, Prof. C. G.
Child, University of Penn., Prof. George Hempl, Uni-
versity of Mich. '

From the Department of Superintendence:

Pres. Wm. R. Harper, University of Chicago, Supt.
F. Louis Soldan, St. Louis, Supt. Aaron Gove, Den-
ver, Supt. T. M. Balliet, Springfield, Mass., E. O.
Vaile, Oak Park, IlL

It is desirable to have at least one meeting of the
full committee during the N. E. A. meeting at Boston,
July 6 —10, at which the leading lexicographers and
dictionary publishers may be invited to give the com-

"~ mittee the benefit of their views on any of the prac-
tical points involved in our problem, o

g

This letter asks:— y £

1. Can you be counted on to attend a committee meet-
ing, say Wednesday, 2:30 P. M., July 8?7 Someé mem-
bers of the committee, as well as others whose views
f the committee would doubtless like to hear, will come
f to Boston for that purpose if they can be sure that
there will be a meeting of the committee. Otherwise
they will not. Hence a definite and immediate answer
to this question is important. Secretary Shepard will
be able to tell you in what room the meeting will be
held.

2. Would any other day or hour suit you better
for this meeting, leaving an opportunity for another
meeting later in the week in case one is desired?

3. The following persons have been suggested as
“men of practical experience who might have wise
suggestions to submit to the committee if an oppor-
tunity were afforded them.”’

Dr. Benj. E. Smith, Managing Editor Cent. Diction-
ary; Mr. O. M. Baker, head of G. & C. Merriam Co.,
aging editor Standard Dictionary; Melvil Dewey,
State Librarian of N. Y.; Dr. W. T. Harris; Dr. R.
W. Gilder, editor The Century; Dr. T. R. Lounsbury,
Yaule University. ;

Unless there is objection these gentlemen, and any
others whom you may suggest, will be invited to at-
tend, provided the responses to this letter insure a
meeting of the committee.

4. Do you wish to have in hand the alphabet pro-
mulgated by the American Philological Association in
1877? I will provide copies if I am notified immedi-
ately. You may be interested to know that the New
York branch of the American Type Founders Co.,
has just (June 1) put upon the market 8 and 10-point
fonts of it in ‘‘Century Expanded’’ type.

If the problem of signs for our single vowels is
considered solved by the alphabet made by the Ameri-
can Philological Associatior and approved, I under-
stand, by the Modern Language Association, we shall
then have to face the problem, avowedly referred to
the future by Dr. Whitney, Dr. March and their com-
mittee of 25 years ago, viz: Whether and what in-
dividual signs shall be chosen to represent our
digraphs and our diphthongs?

With this problem disposed of, as it may be if the
hoped for spirit of compromise prevails, there will re-
main the question:— Is it feasible to devise a system
of diacritical marks to go with this alphabet which
the educational and reading public would be wax-
ranted in calling upon lexicographers to adopt to fhe
exclusion of all other systems?

Your prompt reply is greatly desired.

i BN

e sk Very truly,

<D toie

-
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Unmiversity of Chicago

University of Chicago, February 18, 1913.

TO MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE:

The following letter from Mr. E. O. Vaile, Chairman of a Committee of
the Illinois. State Teachers’ Association, is an indication of the great import-
ance which the school teachers attach to the approaching action .of the
Senate on the matter of simpler English spellings.

We commend Mr. Vaile’s letter to your consideration, and trust that he
will be favored with a reply.

JOHN M. MANLY
ALBION W. SMALL
FRANK B. TARBELL
NATHANIEL BUTLER
STARR W. CUTTING
WILLIAM A. NITZE
IRA M. PRICE
THOMAS A. JENKINS
T. C. CHAMBERLIN

Tllinois State Teachers Association

Ofis of

Standing Committee

COMMITTEE
*B. 0. Vaile, Chairman
Oak Park, Iil.

*Rev, Wm. E. Barton
Pastor 1st Cong’l Church, Oak Park

*Prof. Nathaniel Butler
University of Chicago

*Bverett Sisson
Managing Director ‘‘The Continent”

*Rev. R. A. White
Pastor People’s Church, Englewood

*Dr. Wm. B. Owen
Prin. Chicago Teachers College

Prof. C. L. Esbjorn
Augustana College, Rock Island

“Prof. George 0. Curme
North-Western University, Evanston

R. E. Hieronymus
Sec’y State Educat’l Commis'n, Eureka

Thomas McClelland
President Knox College, Galesburg

David Felmley
President State Normal School, Normal

J. H. Collins
Superintendent of Schools, Springfield

*B. C. Rosseter
Dist. Supt. of Schools, Chicago

Pres. Edmund J. James
State University, Champaign

J. E. Miller
Former Supt. of Schools, E. St Louls

*Executiv Sub-Committee

on Simplified Spelling
(Created 1902)

Oak Park, Illinois,
February 19, 1913,

TO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF THE UNI-
VERSITY OF CHICAGO:

Gentlemen: Will you permit me to remind
you that a decided majority of the progressive
teachers and superintendents of the country are
heartily in favor of simplified spelling, and would
be glad to be allowed to use it in their schools?
The Boards of Education reflect the popular
prejudice and ignorance, and admonish their
teachers that they are hired to teach spelling
“as it is” and not as some “coterie of reformers”
think it ought to be.

To remove this hindrance and permit the
cause to grow in its most natural field, the
school-room, the great need is to have the new
spellings adopted by some adequate authority
which is free from the suspicion attaching to the
agitator and the radical.

The one institution which cun put the stamp
of “good usage” upon simpler spellings is the
university. The dictionaries claim that they
must merely reflect usage. The publishers of



periodicals and books will not venture until the dictionaries authorize them.
The teachers cannot teach new spellings to the children until the community
is satisfied that they are “correct.” Thus the endless chain is complete, and
our children continue bound to the past. “Reform of our spelling is needed,”
said William Dwight Whitney, “not for our sake, but for the sake of unborn
generations of children.”

Change is always painful. The difficulties and annoyances which attend
the process of rectification are obvious, but if the university is to be true
to its mission—human betterment—some change is needed and the time to
act is now.

Personally I favor the adoption, in part or whole, of the recommenda-
tions of the Simplified Spelling Board. No practical headway was made
until the step-by-step solution was proposed. It seems to me practical and
moderate, and it is in the hope of directing closer attention to the proposals
of the Board, backed as they are by weighty endorsement and an impressive
extent of usage, that I am asking your attention anew to the matter.

Will you please indicate on the enclosed ballot the largest number of
changes you would approve, should the matter come to vote in this form?
Whatever your attitude, please express yourself frankly, forwarding your
ballot promptly in the enclosed stamped envelope, before March 1. Wher-
ever the majority may stand, it will be of advantage to know the facts.

I enclose also a copy of Circular 23, and a copy of the appeal of the
teachers of Illinois for your co-operation. Will you give it?

It may not be amiss here to mention the fact, which you may already
know, that the State University of Illinois and Northwestern University have
both adopted a large number of the recommendations of Circular 23 for use
in their publications.

Respectfully yours,

Please indicate which form, a or b,

te is base

a. Without in the least committing yourself in
regard to your official vote, please indicate whether or
not your present personal convictions favor the Univers-
ity adopting in its publications any of the categories of

. simplifications recommended in the S. S. B. Circular 23
g (copy enclosed), allowing, of course, to every writer and

g editor who insists on using the old spelling the privilege

of doing so.

b. Without committing yourselt in any way in
g respect to your official vote or personal practis, wil you
w be kind enuf to indicate whether you are now in favor of
3 granting to authors and editors the privilege of using, in
the University Magazines, the Simplified spellings recom-
mended by the 8. 8. B. Circular 23, provided this be not
done to the exclusion or prejudis of the old forms when
authors or editors prefer to use them.

c. It is assumed that those who prefer a above
would approve b if that form should have the majority.
If you prefer b would you permit your vote to be counted
for a if that form should have the majority?

2. If you favor such action as is contemplated
above please indicate the maximum amount of simpli-
fications as our initial step which you would approve,
by checking one of the following paragrafs:

a. Allthe recommendations in Circular23,pp.3 & 4
b. The first 21 only
c. The first 10 only

d. The followingonly...........

3. If any simplifications should be adopted in the
publications, would you favor their adoption in the
the official correspondence also?

4. Would you entertain the idea of adopting the
same in your personal correspondence?

5. Would you favor the creation of a committee to
take up this question with other Universities with a
view to securing like action?

6. Would you be willing to serve onsucha com-
mittee?

YES

NO




. -7 June 14, 1912,

J"  The rules Sor speliing indlcated belew shall be follewsd

%ﬂ’éhe University of O-laugo Prou in a1l the of fioinl wbuaa.-

;,».tiam of the University:  in ewch book published, unless the aue
" thor objects; snd in eaoh pericdiecal issued by the University,

unlses the éditors objeet, Tut no individual eontributor to a
periodieal shxll be forsed to employ the spelling hers indie.ted.
1. Spell oregrsm, the, altho, thore, thorefare, thru,

2« fpell with «log «l) words ending in ~d0gug in the
treditional epelling which aré not mentioned in saragraph 1.
Examples: dislez, snileg, nonolog, ete,

3+ frell fonter, Liber, meter, miter, ihester, sepulgher, ete.

4. Svell honor, golor, faver, laber, yaler, humor, ste.

S+ frell the ending-gtte s @t whemever it is o pronounced.
Exemples: gmelet, ouartet, Stigquet, epmulet, ete.

fs fpell with -t preterits und past partieiplss th.t end
with the sound of §. Further simnlifiec .tiems whieh natu rally
ggoompany the sound of =3 are indigated by the follewing
sxamples: dint, heot, stoet, stept, bles®, kist, blusht, sisht,
Yext, mixt, lookt, packt, resoht, brosght, ete.

But whenever the ending -gd helpe at all in indieating the

rronuneiation of a preterit or a past partieiple, it shall be
retuined. Examvles: hoped, dr.ped, sscaped, beticed,
Lronounoed, eto.

Franeis A, Blaelburn)
John Paul Goode ) Committase,.
Albert H, Tolmarn
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Chicago, April 11, 1913

Dear Hr. m:s', L=
S S—

: sim x»nhars of our I‘hym

interested in reformed spelling of the :ag: ish
language, and at) their rwnsﬂ the m;uﬁzw Senate
’tue heads of some of
our leading educational Institutions, to asceriain
if they have u#mﬂ any definite attitude toward the
matter, and especially if they have taken any steps
in the direction of favoring im an official way the
reform in guestion. I shall be obliged 1f you will
kindly give me the information with respect to Tale
University.
Yory Struly yours,

!0?.3& e !)5-

President Arthur Twining Hadley,
Yale University,
Tew Haven, Comnecticut.
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COMMITTEE -

*E. 0. Vaile, Chairman
Oak Park, 111,
*Rev. Wm. E. Barton
Pastor 1st Cong’l Church, Oak Park
“Prof. Nathaniel Butler
University of Chicago
“Bverett Sisson
Managing Director ‘‘The Continent”
“Rev. R. A. White
Pastor People’s Church, Englewood
*Dr. Wm. B. Owen
Prin. Chicago Teachers College
Prof. C. L. Esbjorn
Augustana College, Rock Island

*Executiv Sub-Committee

“Prof. George 0. Curme
North-Western University, Evanston
R. E. Hieronymus
Sec’y State Educat’l Commis'n, Eureka
Thomas McClelland
President Knox College, Galesbhurg
David Felmley
President State Normal School, Normal
J. H. Collins
Superintendent of Schools, Springfield
*E. C. Rosseter
Dist. Supt. of Schools, Chicago
Pres. Edmund J. James

State University, Champaign
J. E. Miller
Former Supt. of 8chools, E. St Louis

Illinois State Teachers Association
Ofis of

Standing Committee
on Simplified Spelling

(Created 1902)
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Osk Iark, Ill. June B, 1913,

vembezrs of the Cimplified Gpelling Doard,
Gentlonen: -
Referring o my stetement in letter to Mr. Tmerson,

May 27th, of which you have & ooOpy, rogarding the attitude of
pur Chicege pupors, I can now report thatthe Nansgement of the
Evening roet has prepared & serics of wix articles on Bpelling
Reform, on %he whole quite satisfactory, the publication of
shioh will béegin next Monday, the last article Saturday %o bo
seocompanied by the adoption of the fwelve I, B. A. @pelling
for permanent use in the paper. They expect to add other short
spellings a fow at a tice.

ohe enclosed letter from Vietor Lawson shows that
the Dews and Rooccrd-ilerold, both of which he owns, must 8till
be counted ous. He is impressed, however, by the progressive
attitude of our Universitics and his papeme will not antagon-
4ge or contemn the movement, no¥r will the Tribuse or Inter-Qcean,
tho they ere not roaly to afopt any change.

1# the rosb progrem meteriBlises I will send you
a copy of the firot iesome conteining the new spellinge. I bhave
reason Yo belleve thaet & woré of commendation from Iriends of
the cause, if they deem tha ovent worshy, will be appreciated.

Yours very truly,
B. 0. Vailoe.
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Chicago
0ffice of the Daily News,
¥ay 6%h, 1013,

Bﬂr lﬁ'. Vaile: -

T have your letter of the 65th, instant.
I ¢o not care to consider the adoption

of eluplifiod speliing in The Taily Tlews, even to the
limited extont you suggest.

fincerely yours,
Vietor P. Lawson.
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Chicago, June 7, 1913

Dear ¥r. Veile:-

Tour favor of the &th inst. 1s
recelved. 1 must decline uvnderteking connection
¥ith any more enmterprises, no metter how commend-
abtle they may seen %o te. Further, I a= not
propareld to mndertako this partcular enterprise,
tecause while m mpul I synpathise with &
change in the mm of spelling, T am wot sure that
I an in sceord with all that hes been undertaken om
that head.

Very sruly yours,

HoPude = La

Hr. B. 0o Yaile,
Cak -Park, Illinois.
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COPY
Oak Park, Ill., Jan. 8,1913.

Dr. John H. Wigmore,
Dean of Northwestern University,
School of Law,

Dear Dr. Wigmore: -

I am informed quite indirectly that you %@;@ on &
Committee in which I am sure your vote and influence will be
of decided weight at this time in promoting or retarding the
simplified spelling movement, in which I have long been inter-
ested and taken an active part. In conversstion with wou
some years ago it gave me pleasure to find you not only =a
believer in the cause but fully aware of the fundamental
difficulty,~- the imperfection of our alphabet.

In view of your membership in the committed I am now
disturbed by the report that though friendly to the reform vou
seem to feel it your duty to ogpose the present movement be-
cause of the gradual step-by-step process on which it is based.

I know of your practical and philanthropic nature, and
it seems to me impossible that ~ou would not heartily approve
this method had it ever been your fate to throw yourself into
the actual ani hard work of trying to speead this gospel.

I hope that my long activity in this cause will lesd

ou to forgive any savor of impertinence which mey attach to the

iberty I am teking to call your attention to & few considerations
which zo me, as & practical worker in this field for many years,
seemf perfectly conclusive and compelling. They may hot appear
so %0 you. But I could not fopgive myse 1f should I let this
cause rest in peril of a hostile vote in vour committee without
doing my utmost at any hazard to forfend.

(1) Personally, I am in perfect accord with vou amd ever
other man who would like to see this reform promptly consummated
by the universal adoption od & rational system of spelling. I am
restive and sometimes discouraged under this slow, piece-meal pro-
cess. I think I fully realize its disadvantages.

On the other hand, my persevering work in this fielad
convinces me that any other mode of attgek in our day and genera-
tion, is absolutely impracticable and impossible. You simply
cannot get the people to even listen to & proposition that contem-
plates a complete and sudden reetification. The vital question
in gaining headway in any reform is not simply what is inherently
desirable, but what is practically feasible. That the movement
is gaining ground I do not believe vou doubt for a moment. "hen
I contrast the contempt and pity which the publie showed towarad
every man who dared to say a word in defense of this cause thirty
vyears ago, with the attitude of the public to-day I am more than
gratified. It is true not many changes have yet been establish-
ed or have taken root. But the people manifestly are now facing
about on the entire proposition. The rate of change so far is
no criterion as to what the rate may be when the social con-
sciousness of the nation becomes fully aroused on this question.
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From this point of view it does not seermto me 2t all improbable
that the time may come, sooner or later, when a radiecal popular
movement will discard our present spelling and substitute for it
at one stroke a sensible, approximately phonetic system. But
there is still & vast wark to be done in educating the people
and overcoming their prejudice and inertis. At this stage of
the reform to urge anythin% but a gradual progressive change

would be, in my Judgment, fo bvlast the movement.

(2) But assuming for the moment that there is & better
process which might prove practicable if tried, let me ask vou to
name it and to f%nd.%he man, or the grougiof men, who are ready to
advocate it and to ubderteke to ednecate the people up to it. I
have not seen a sign of either since about 1880 when the entire
crop of alphabetic, cataclysmic schemes sank from view as hopeless
In spite of its defects the present schemefis getting somewhere.
There has rallied behind it a strong body of scholagship and cultum,

as you know, which is daily inereasing in weight snd asgertion. Tt
has carried this reform mow quite beyond the merely throfetic stage.
It has become & united and aggressive force as you see claar
evidence, I am sure. Some of the evidercel/T respectfully submit
herein for your consideration. Although this present rlan mevy

not entirely satisfy your jud ment, can you as a practical man,
sceking to gélp humanity and fo promote ihe welfare of childhood,
afford to withhold your encouragement and surport? I beg of

you to darefully consider the whole situation befare coming to
such a decision.

I do not overestimate the importance of the decision
your committee may come to. Of course it wiil neither entirely
complete the reform, nor wholly arrest it. But at the present

uncture it will have a very decided effect in one & rection or
he other.

You see from the enclosed transeript what sction the
State University of Illinois has already taken. You understsnd
as well ae I do what harm the noise anad clamor of reckless poli-
ticians can do to any such movement if they see fit to let Iloose.
As a friend to this general movement T think you must agree with
me that it is of vital importance at this moment that the Uni-
versity of Chicago and the Northwestern University shoulad step
decisively to the sugport of the action taken bg their sister

e

institution. Any attack made upon the cause t w would but
rebound tc the diseredit of the politicians.

I sincerely hope you will take this letter in the
8pirit in which it is written, not of presumptuous interference,
but of intense interest in what I believe is a very important

cause which it is possible to bring to a happy fruition if all
its friends can be indueed to keep in 1line.

Very truly yours,
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COPY
NORTHWESTEKN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW
NORTHWESTEZRN UNIVERSITY BUILDING
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.
O0ffice of the Dean. 16 January 1913

Professor E. Q. Vaile,
Oak Park, Illinois.
Dear Professor Vaile,

Owing to a couple days' absence from illness, my
letters have been in arrears, and this must be my excuse for
not replying earlier to your letter of January 8. Certainly
I have never read such a foreceful statem nt of vour case. I
cannot at this moment pretend to answer you, or to pretemi to
Justify my attitude. I will only say that I appreciate very
muck your statement to me, and I will try to keep &n open mind.

There is to be & meeting of the joint committees of
Chicago and Northwestern Universities on Satirday, Jesnuary 25,
and until that time I shall suspénd my final decision.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) John H. Wigmore

Dean Wigmore voted in opposition to considering the matter at

first. In the end he materially aided in securing a unanimous

vote for the list sadopted. il i
Eo o- V-
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COMMITTEE

*E. 0. Vaile, Chairman
Oak Park, Il
*Rev. Wm. E. Barton
Pastor 1st Cong’l Church, Oak Park
“Prof. Nathaniel Butler
University of Chicago
*“Bverett Sisson
Managing Director “The Continent”
*Rev. R. A. White
Pastor People’s Church, Englewood
*“Dr. Wm. B. Owen
Prin. Chicago Teachers College
Prof. C. L. Esbjorn
Augustana College, Rock Island

*Executiv Sub-Committee

Dear Dr.

desire to argue the matter in the least,

“Prof. George 0. Curme
North-Western University, Evanston
R. E. Hieronymus
Sec’y State Educat’l Commis’n, Eureka
Thomas McClelland
President Knox College, Galesburg
David Felmiey
President State Normal School, Normal
J. H. Collins
Superintendent of Schools, Springfield
*E. C. Rosseter
Dist. Supt. of Schools, Chicago
Pres. Edmund J. James
State University, Champaign
J. E. Miller
Former Supt. of Bchools, E. St Louis

Judson: -

Illinois State Teachers Association
Ofis of

Standing Committee

on Simplified Spelling

(Created 1902)

Oax PARrk.,

I accept your refusal of course, and do not

Iour state-

ment that you are not quite clear that you endorse some

of the things now urged makes me feel a little uncom-

fortable lest I may be proposing and advocating some-

thing unwise,

Such an expression from a man of your

even poise puts me to the unpleasant task of examining

my foundations; hence I ask the privilege of coming

out and seeing you to-morrow moxniwmg and to ask you to

give me your exact point of view.

I fully realize the

difficulties in the problem I am interested in and I

assure you 1 am by no means so positive that my propo-

sitions are wise or even expedient as I may seem, So

I hope you will be charitable and let me see the light

through your window,

Very truly yours,
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
LIST OF SIMPLIFIED SPELLINGS

The Senate of the University of Illinois on December 16, 1912, adopted for use in University pub-
lications the forms of spelling listed below, being the simpler forms of a number of words having two -
forms of spelling recognized in good usage.

abridgment
accouter
acknowledgment,
adz

altho
anapest,
anemia
anesthesia
anesthetic
antipyrin
antitoxin
apprize
arbor
archeology
ardor
armor
artizan
assize

ax

bans
behavior
brazen
brazier
bun

bur
caliber
caliper
candor
catalog
catechize
center
chimera
civilize
clamor
clangor
coeval

color
colter
comprize
coquet
criticize
cutlas
cyclopedia
decalog
defense
demagog
demeanor
deposit
develop
dieresis
distil
dolor
draft
dulness
ecumenical
edile

egis
enamor
encyclopedia
endeavor
envelop
Eolian
eon
epaulet
era
esophagus
esthetic
esthetics
estivate
ether
etiology
exorcize

fantasm
fantasy
fantom
favor
favorite
fervor
fiber
flavor
fulfil
fulness
gloze
gram
harbor
hematin
homeopathy
honor
humor
idolize
instil
judgment
labor
legalize
license
liter
lodgment
luster
mama
maneuver
materialize
meager
medieval
meter
miter
naturalize
neighbor
niter

ocher

odor
offense
omelet
orthopedic
paleography
paleolithic
paleontology
paleozoic
parlor
partizan
patronize
pedagog
pedobaptist
phenix
phenomenon
plow
practise
prenomen
pretense
preterit
pretermit
primeval
program
prolog

pur

quartet
questor
quintet
rancor
raze
recognize
reconnoiter
rigor
rumor
saber

saltpeter
savior
savor
scepter
septet
sepulcher
sextet
simitar
skilful
somber
specter
splendor
subpena
suceor
sulfate
sulfur
surprize
tabor
teazel
tenor
theater
tho
thoro
thorofare
thoroly
tumor
valor
vapor
vigor
vizor
wilful
woolen






Dear Hr. Vaile:;-

The uotion of the Semate at the
meoting held on Friday, February 28th, ls as
follows: |

The following report of the Committee on
Simplified Spelling was presonted by Mr. Hanly:

*The Committes recommends: (1) that s reply
be semt to Angustans College, stating that the
University of Chienge deems it st presont ingd-
visable to use the simplified spelling in its
offieisl publicationsy (2) that the Semale reo-
auest the President sither to propose the gquestlion
of simplified spelling for discussion by the
Assecistion of imerican Universities or to confer
certed sction by the universitlies largely engagol
in publication,'"

I daresey this sction has been sent %o you
already, but if you will notice. the first of the
w0 items in it you will see that the Semate 41d
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not deem 1t advisable to use the simplified spollimg
in official publications at presemt. So far s
the second ult'uz is concerned, the m:pm
sugpested was held, with the result that no one

 institution with which communicsiion was had indicated
any ospeeial interest in the matter. This was
revorted to the Senate at its last meoting, but of
course salling for uo astion, no action was taken.

Vory truly yours, .

&#FOJ. "‘ L’n

Hr. B. €. Talle,
Gak -Park, Illinois.
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COMMITTEE

*E. 0. Vaile, Chairman
Oak Park, 11l
“Rev. Wm. E. Barton
Pastor 1st Cong’l Church, Oak Park
*Prof. Nathaniel Butler
University of Chicago
“Bverett Sisson
Managing Director “The Confinent”
*Rev. R. A. White
Pastor People’s Church, Englewood
*Dr. Wm. B. Owen
Prin. Chicago Teachers College

Prof. C. L. Esbjorn
Augustana College, Rock Island

*Executiv Sub-Committee

“Prof. George 0. Curme
North-Western University, Evanston
R. E. Hieronymus
Sec’y State Educat’l Commis’n, Eureka
Thomas McClelland
President Knox College, Galesburg
David Felmley
President State Normal School, Normal
J. H. Collins
Super dent of Schools, Springfield
“E. C. Rosseter
Dist. Supt. of Schools, Chicago
Pres. Edmund J. James
State University, Champaign
J. E. Miller
Former Supt. of Schools, E, St Louis

My dear Dr. Judson,-

Illinois State Teachers Association }43
Ofis of

Standing Committee
on Simplified Spelling

(Created 1go2)

Oak Pawrk., June 16, ... .. .. 191%u:..

I almost fear that your goodness of heart inposed

upon yourself in asking me to explain to wou just what the

present spelling reform movement aims at, but I take wou at

your word and hope that the thought most of us have in mind

may germinate in vour own mind while vou are off duty, and

having the full comfort which I hope for vou.

We all start from the common basis which vou accept,

that a more consistent system of spelling is desirable. As

to the mode of securing 1it, differences of opinion exist. For

e &

about fifteen years,from 1870 to 1885, a vigordus campaign was

carried on based largely on the idea that a phonetic alphabet

could be inagurated and the whole job consummsted at once.

That proved a failure and a revulsion of feeling in the publie

mind made the cause very unpopular,

simplify spelling,

The man who proposed to

met not hing but derision and comtempt.

After using several simplified forms in my journal

for some years, I succeeded in getting the N.E.A. to adopt
in 1897 :
themnsgnd we have kept them in use,and I have emphas%aeﬁ the

step-bv~step process

progress in the reform.

hesitate as a good many others do.

as the onlyr feasible wav of making any

I suppose right here is where wou

I am just in receipt of

a letter from Dr. Cutting, of your Faculty, in which he pithily

expresses the difficulty thus:







e

"Personally I am such an unorthodox advocate of
simplification that I may safelv be counted among the
goats.. When the present propaganda began ten or twelve
years ago I was asked to join it. I did so, hoping a
proceduve might be adopted which would not lead straight
into the blind alley, inevitably the outcome of all
attempts to simplify by never so skilful shuffling of
26 visual symbols, to represent approximately fifty
distinet sounds of the average spoken English speeach.

I wrote a letter to the Spelling woara, calling attention
to the mathamatical impasse, involved in the route already
taken, urging that we éﬁouId by following this route for

& period of years not only prove its utter uselessness
as & path to the goal of reasonably phonetic spelling but
should incur the %ust distrust of the ,large philistime

ublie in the sagacity and trustwarﬂqnmss of our leader-
ghip gn the mat%gr." .

I fully share his feeling as to the desirability of
adopting phonetie spelling. It is the position held by Dean
Wigmore of the Northwestern University School of Law up to the
time when I approached him on the matter with s letter which
I do not believe I could improve upon in answering Dr. Cutting.
I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of it, as my answer to
your probgble difficulty,and as explaining the position which
is taken, I believe,br all the lMembers of our Bosard as well as
other friends of the movement.

I suppose you are aware that the Chicago Evening Post
has published g series of five articles on the subject in a
very serious and respectful vein. The Post will print one
more article on the subject, at the same tinme adopting the twelve
so-called N. E. A. Spellings, throughout its columns for per-
manent use, expecting to inerease the humber gradually as it
finds it safe.

The action of the two Universities, which have already
committed themselves, has had a very decided affect. Cne thing
is needed, simil&Xr action bv the University of Chicago. 1Its

withholding its approval raises s query in the mind of meny. I

can think of no one thing in the range of probabilities which
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would be so helpful at;this moment as for your University to
take some positive action_in support3of the movement. “ If you

‘ deem it too much to admit any.ﬁéﬁvspelling into our
formal books, why not let wour per?odiCal editors have the
option of adopting such new forms as ther see Tit? The
matter of consistency scems to me is entirely bverdone in all
circles of a literary character to-day. That is at the
bottom of the tyrannyof our spelling book and dietionary.
Why not let up somewhat in that respect and assert for our-
selves something of the freedom which the writers of Milton's
time assumedt

I sincerely hope you will teke up this matter again

in the Fell, and that the movement will have the help of wour
great Institution.

Very truly vours,

E 0 lack
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i ¢hicago, Jume 17, 1915

.‘ ;" i Tour favor of the 16%h inst. 1s

m&m 1 am sbout leaving the city for the
m. Mmmmmcmmrmm“
ftt};atb;h $ims. It will mot be of much use to try Lo

ltmm preassure %o bear %o induce the University of

chioege to take any sotion in this llme. If after
W consideration the University of is own motion
iyp /mmﬂ of the wisdon of any steps in this
Wﬁ of course they will be taken.

Very truly yours,

{ < a-c.?ﬁir - Ga

m B. 0. Vaile,
Gak Park, zzxmu.

T
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Chicago, June 18, 1913

iy, B. 0. ¥alile,
oak Park, Illinols.

Hy Qear My, Valle:-

The snmouncement in the PUST
ﬂum of its intentioms as to spelling illustrates
vm well some mattors with shich I cammot agree- The
mnm# through as “thru* seems to me entirely
ﬁumm,muum;mumweum-
tion. The spelling of prograam without the "me”
is whet I have long followed myself; at the same tine
I am bound %o adnmit that the eflect tlvmumly
merely the change of the pronunciation of the werd,
making 1t "program”. 0f course the same comment
that I made on "thru" applies o "thruout”. Some of
M&Wmnwx mmmW:
and some do more harm than good. I am in favor of a
scientific, phonetic spelling systen. I don't belleve

hephazard advance. .
- Very truly yours,

HePuade = Lo
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OAK PARK i J‘llne 18th,19130

Dear Doctor Judson:

Since seeing you Monday The Chicago Evening Fost has announced
its adoption of the twelve N.E.A. spellings which I did not take the
time to explain to you in your haste that morning. , ;, mailed you
last evening a copy of yesterdays paper. I hope you iaad time to
look at it. It is an important step and all friends of the reform
ought to join, I think, in confirming it. Assured of your personal sympathy
with the movement I ask you to sign the enclosed endorsement and let me have
it to publish with others. I havei been in the city all day and have had
time only to get the signaturas of Dr. Barton and Judge Kohlsaat. I expect
to get the signatures of LaVerge W.Noyes, Dr. A. W, Harris, Judge Baldwin
and a few others before I have the letter put in type and sent out more
widely in order to secure a larger list of signers for publication.
1 think you must approve the propriety of such a step in developing public
sentiment,

1 want further to state most respectfully that President A, W. Harris
and Doctor W. A. Evans of the Tribune, have agreed to fill two of the
three vacancies in our committee, In view of the action of the Post and
of the co-cperation of these two prominent citizens I wonder if you will
not reconsider your decision not to accept place on our committee.,
You understand,I think, that no man on it is committed to any detail of
reform, We are all interested in developing the commnity in the line of
approval of reform. The Secretary is quite ready to subordinate his Pri-
vate views of practical work to the desire of the committee. There is no
other man whose name would fit in so effectively as your own. I would
not be so eager did I not expect to do considerable promotion work before
you return from Furope. Will you not consent to let your name work in
behalf of the cause while you are resting across the water.

I hope you will forgive any seeming impertinence in my bringing up
this point again.

VYery truly yours,

o 74
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Editor Chicago Evening Post.

We desire hereby to express our gratification at your
adoption of the 12 N, E. A, short spellings.

Tho Thru Thoro Catalog Ete.

in your columns, and we hope to see you increase the list and to

see other influential journals take a like step.

Position or
Names P.0, Address Occupation,

William E., Barton, Oak Park, 111, Pastor, First Congrega-
tional Church.,

C. C, Kohlsaat, Chicago. Ues S Circuit Judge.
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cor Chicago Evening Post:

We desire hereby to express our gratification at your adoption of
the 12 N. E. A. short spellings

Tho Thru Thoro Catalog Etc.

in your columns, and we hope to see you increase the list and to see
other influential journals adopt simpler spelling in like manner.

Sincerely Yours,

William E. Barton - Oak Park - Pastor First Congregational Church
C. C. Kohlsaat - - Chicago - U. S. Circuit Judge

Samuel Fallows A= - - Presiding Bishop Ref'd Episcopal Ch.
Jesse A. Baldwin - - & - Chief Justice of Circuit Court
LaVerne W. Noyes - - - Manufacturer

W. H. Hatch - - - Oak Park - Supt. of Schools

Willis S. Herrick - - 5 -  Pres. Avenue State Bank

H. W. Austin - - - & - Pres. Oak Park Trust & Savings Bk.
Anna E. Blount, M.D. - g - Leader in Suffrage Campaign
Catherine Waugh McCulloch, Att'y. Evanston * ' s o

A. W. Harris - Evanston - Pres. Northwestern University

O. M. Donaldson -  Oak Park - Editor

E. O. Vaile - 2 - Ch'm. Simplified Spelling Commit-

tee I11, State Teachers' Ass'n.
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Dear Sir or Madam:—

Recently the State University of ITllinois and Northwestern University each adopted
a definite and considerable list of simplified spellings to be used in its official corre-
spondence and publications.

June 17th, the Chicago Evening Post with its quartet of subsidiary dailies in differ-
ent Indiana cities, adopted the twelve N. E. A. short spellings for regular use, as you
see in the copy mailed to you herewith. Its manager expects to gradually increase the
list until it reaches the limit of what may prove prudent in the present development
of public sentiment.

Such a step by a large metropolitan journal is an event of great significance in the
progress of this cause, and it should be utilized to the utmost. (1) Managers who
have the progressive spirit to take such a step should be made to realize that they
have the approval and moral support of the educated and influential part of the
community. (2) This approval should be so given as to encourage and induce other
journals to take the same step.

Please sign the enclosed letter and get as many others to sign it as you can con-
veniently, and mail it promptly to us in the envelope.

We will see that publicity is given to all endorsements in the most effective way
possible.

This letter is issued entirely on our own responsibility, and without any knowledge
of it whatever by the managers of the Post.

Very truly yours, 5
Committee on Simplified Spelling,
. Illinois State Teachers’ Association.

June 18, 1913, By its Chairman.
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Chieago, June 20, 1913

Dear Mr. Vailes—
I have your faver of the 13th imet.

You have already received a note from me, I think,

shich ohows the views whid

#h I hold as to the IVENING
POS? and the spelling they have adopted. If I were ®o
send any communication to the EVENING POST it would
all these spellings. You will see of course that it
umumm.m:nummuwxm
decision as to the committee.

signerdd names. of course anybody has a perfect
right %o recuest the University to do whatever he
ploases, bub personslly I sm never influenced by the
fact that eminent people are committed to a certain
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/  eatise. The enly thing that woighs with me is what 3
© pelieve So bo right. The spelling "thyu" of course
wgn, but the whole scheme, frankly. I regard olmply as
ridieulous.
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The '(univggitg of Chicago

Co=operation with Secondary Schools

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR E&

June 22nd, 1912.

ylpwﬁyiﬁear Sir:

The committee appointed in the recent conference

i wish to submit to you the accompanying memoranda embodying

13

recommendations which it is proposed to submit to the authorities

of the University of Chicago in reference to modified gpelling,

to be adopted in the of ficial publications of the Universitv.
Will you examine these recommendations with care, and return
the copy with such comments as you care to make to Professor
Francis A. Blackburn, chairman of the committee?

Sincerely yours,

| ( q”/ \ ’:‘1 IME “]
Y\ ,93‘ AL R }\ {‘! “f\'?/'\_"f&fk”q'-x 4

Enec.

President Judson,

Facul tv Exchange.
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June 14, 1912.

The rules for spelling indicated below shall be followed
by the University of Ch;cago Press in all the official publioca-
tions of the University::in each book published, unless the au=-
thor objects; and in each periodical issued by the University,
unless the eéditors object. But no individual contributor to a
periodical shall be forced to employ the spelling here indicated.

l. Spell‘p;ggggg, tho, altho, thoro, thorofare, thru,
thruout, catalog, prolog, decalog, demagog, pedasog.

2« Spell with -log all words ending in =logue in the

traditional spelling which aré not mentioned in paragraph 1.
Examples: :dialog, ilog, monolog, etec.

3« Spell @enter, fiber, meter, miter, theater, Sepulgher, etc.

4. Svell honor, golor, favor, labor, valor, humor, etc.

5 ,Spell the ending-gtte as et whenever it is so pronounced.
Exemples::omelet, guartet, etiquet, epaulet, etc.

6« Spell with -} preterits and past participles that end
with the sound of §. Further simplificztions which naturally
acoompany the sound of -3 are indicated by the following
examples: dipt, hopt, stoot, stept, blest, kist, blusht, wisht,
vext, mixt, lockt, packt, reacht, broacht, etc.

But whenever the ending -gd helps at all in indicating the
pronunciation of a preterit or a past participle, it shall be

retained. Examples: hoped, draped, escaped, notiged, induced,
bronounnedy etc.

Francis A. Blackburn)
John Paul Goode ) Committee.
Alvert H. Tolman )
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Chicage, July 1, 1912

Dear I'r, Butler:s

T have your note, and should greatly regret to
have all these changes adopted. ‘Theoreticallv I believe in the
reformed spolling; practically these forms sugrested are in most
cases %o me eimply hideous. Ir JA, the onlv werd that I can tolerate
is the first, "program ®,- and that has had the unfortunate effect
of causing poople to eall i%t "progrim".  #2 I am not prepared to
swallow; #3 I shouldn't object to; #4 I approve; #5 I approve; #6
is hideous - and there you are!

Very truly vours,

H.P.J'a - ln ;

Mr. Mathaniel Butlar,
The University of Chicago.
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Oak Park.,  Feb. 26, . 1913
My dear Dr. Judson:- |

Laugh or frown at me, as you will. I Dbeg you to
give a serious and friendly thought to my question.

When your university takes the stand which I am sure
it is going to take before you lay the question to rest,
every university in Illinois will stand definitely committed
to the principle of simplifying our spelling. Several college
are ready to act, waiting for the University’of Chicago te
concur with the rest.

I am gently gétting forces into motiom which I hope
will swing into line four more strong universities and &
number of colleges within a year or so. A good arsay of
universities is needed to give us adoqﬁate leverage with the
great publiec.

I believe the time has come when some of Chicago's
monéyed men could be induced to come to the support of this
movement if properly approached.

I am hunting for the right man to lay this cause before
one or more philanthropists to see if one cannot be found who
will take the head-ship in getting others of his kind to put
in/each,one or two thousands a year for a series of years,

80 that a permanent secretary with adequate funds and assistam
can be put to work in this field to conduct ﬁﬁé campaignof

education and persuassion commensurate with the size and im-

portance of the problem.







L.
Your position,and in some cases youe personal acquaintane,
gives you accesS to such men as Mr. Rosenwald, Mr. Noyes,
N. W. Harris, James Patten, Charles R. Crane, eté.
Would you not be willing personaily to preseﬁt the
matter to one or more of them, or help me to do it?
If you hesitate to act alone would you be willing to
Join with Pres. A. W. Harris and Pres. E. J. James in approach
ing some of thése.men? il
Will you allow me to call on you and talk the matter
over?
I am sure my idea is feasible if I ean find the right
man to take the infitiative.
reform
It seems to me that this'is a proposition peculiarly
proper for university president3to take an interest in, and
for university exten®ion departments to take up 4n a prac-
tical way. 1Its connection with the promotion of popular
education and effective Americanisingzgur foriegn element{
is fundemental ahd obvious .

If you are in doubt és to my sanity or efficiency in
this cause, please consult your Dr. Chamberlim,or Dr. Butle;,
or Supt. Mrs. Young, or my friend and neighbor Judge Baldwin,
who believesrin our cause and attributes his first interest
in it to his reading of my educa?ional journal when he was
a school teacher. Rather ancientﬁput nonethe less signifigant.

Will you allow me the privilege of ealling om you in
this connection?

Very truly yours,
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BALLOT

Please indicate which form, a or b,

vote is base

a. Without in the least committing yourself in
regard to your official vote, please indicate whether or
not your present personal convictions favor the Univers-
ity adopting in its publications any of the categories of

_ simplifications recommended in the S. S. B. Circular 23
g (copy enclosed), allowing, of course, to every writer and

- editor who insists on using the old spelling the privilege

of doing so.

b. Without committing yourselt in any way in
O respect to your official vote or personal practis, wil you
E be kind enuf to indicate whether you are now in favor of
© granting to authors and editors the privilege of using, in
the University Magazines, the simplified spellings recom-
mended by the S. S. B. Circular 23, provided this be not
done to the exclusion or prejudis of the old forms when
authors or editors prefer to use them.

c. It is assumed that those who prefer a above
would approve b if that form should have the majority.
If you prefer b would you permit your vote to be counted
for a if that form should have the majority?

2. If you favor such action as is contemplated
absve please indicate the maximum amount of simpli-
fications as our initial step which you would approve,
by checking one of the following paragrafs:

a. Alltherecommendations in Circular23,pp.3 &4
b. The first 21 only
c. The first 10 only

d. The followingonly....-................. et Aleil

3. If any simplifications should be adopted in the
publications, would you favor their adoption in the
the official correspondence also?

4, Would you entertain the idea of adopting the
same in your personal correspondence?

5. Would you favor the creation of a committee to
take up this question with other Universities with a
view to securing like action?

6. Would you be willing to serve on sucha com-
mittee?

YES

NO
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University of Chicago

University of Chicago, February 18, 1913.

TO MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY SENATE:

The following letter from Mr. E. O. Vaile, Chairman of a Committee of
the Illinois State Teachers’ Association, is an indication of the great import-
ance which the school teachers attach to the approaching action of the
Senate on the matter of simpler English spellings.

We commend Mr, Vaile’s letter to your consideration, and trust that he
will be favored with a reply.

JOHN M, MANLY
ALBION W. SMALL
FRANK B. TARBELL
NATHANIEL BUTLER
STARR W. CUTTING
WILLIAM A. NITZE
IRA M, PRICE
THOMAS A. JENKINS
T. C. CHAMBERLIN

Illinois State Teachers Association

Ofis of

Standing Committee

COMMITTEE
*BE, 0. Vaile, Chairman
Qak Park, Il

*Rev. Wm. E. Barton
Pastor 1st Cong’l Church, Oak Park

*Prof. Nathaniel Butler
University of Chicago

“Bverett Sisson E
Managing Director ‘“‘The Continent’

*Rev. R. A. White
Pastor People’s Church, Englewood

*Dr. Wm. B. Owen
Prin. Chicago Teachers College

Prof. C. L. Esbjorn
Augustana College, Rock Island

“Prof. George 0. Curme
North-Western University, Evanston

R. E. Hieronymus
Sec’y State Educat’l Commis'n, Eureka

Thomas McClelland
President Knox College, Galesburg

David Felmley °
President State Normal School, Normal

J. H. Collins
Superintendent of Schools, Springfield

*B. C. Rosseter
Dist. Supt. of Schools, Chicago

Pres. Edmund J. James
State University, Champaign

J. E. Miller
Former Supt. of Schools, E. St Louis

*Executiv Sub-Committee

on Simplified Spelling
(Created 19o2)

Oak Park, Illinois,
February 19, 1913,

TO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF THE UNI-

VERSITY OF CHICAGO:

Gentlemen: Will you permit me to remind
you that a decided majority of the progressive
teachers and superintendents of the country are
heartily in favor of simplified spelling, and would
be glad to be allowed to use it in their schools?
The Boards of Education reflect the popular
prejudice and ignorance, and admonish their
teachers that they are hired to teach spelling
“as it is” and not as some “coterie of reformers”
think it ought to be.

To remove this hindrance and permit the
cause to grow in its most natural field, the
school-room, the great need is to have the new
spellings adopted by some adequate authority
which is free from the suspicion attaching to the
agitator and the radical.

The one institution which can put the stamp
of “good usage” upon simpler spellings is the
university. The dictionaries claim that they
must merely reflect usage. The publishers of
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periodicals and books will not venture until the dictionaries authorize tii
The teachers cannot teach new spellings to the children until the cowamuni!
is satisfied that they are “correct.” Thus the endless chain is complet

our children continue bound to the past. “Reform of our spelling is necicd,”
said William Dwight Whitney, “not for our sake, but for the sals of unborn
generations of children.”

Change is always painful. The difficulties and annoyances which attend
the process of rectification are obvious, but if the university is to be tiu
to its mission—human betterment—some change is needed and the time to
act is now.

Personally I favor the adoption, in part or whole, of the recommenda-
tions of the Simplified Spelling Board. No practical headway was made
until the step-by-step solution was proposed. It seems to me practical and
moderate, and it is in the hope of directing closer attention to the proposals
of the Board, backed as they are by weighty endorsement and an impressive
extent of usage, that I am asking your attention anew to the matter.

Will you please indicate on the enclosed ballot the largest number of
changes you would approve, should the matter come to vote in this form?
Whatever your attitude, please express yourself frankly, forwarding your
ballot promptly in the enclosed stamped envelope, before March 1. Wher-
ever the majority may stand, it will be of advantage to know the facts.

I enclose also a copy of Circular 23, and a2 copy of the appeal of the
teachers of Illinois for your co-operation. Will you give it?

It may not be amiss here to mention the fact, which you may already
know, that the State University of Illinois and Northwestern University have
both adopted a large number of the recommendations of Circular 23 for use
in their publications.

Respectfully yours,

e e e R




Chicapo, Pobrusry 2%, 1913

Dear Ir. Valle:-

Your favor of the 26¢h inst. is
rocelived. I as not prepared yot to send youn &
recommendation for Kankakee. At the same time I
am not prepared te undertake any sampaign for funds
in thls matter.

¥ishing you all success in whotever you under-
take, I an,

Very truly yours,

aq ?t:. o IIQ

Hy. Be Qo Valle,
Cak Park, Illinocis.
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KNOX COLLEGE

GALESBURG, ILLINOIS
] K OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

¥y ; March 26, 1913.

|

'qﬁident Judson;

”%weveral of the colleges of this state the question of

M fg¥orable¥action.
/ ”A‘ 4¥ r_:Mr
f

y 4 \At a meeting of the collepe representatives held in
%ééria during the State Teachers' lleeting the undersigned com-
mittee was anpointed to deitermine, as far as possible, the atti-
tude of each faculty with reference to this subject and to report
to the institutions the results so that, if feasible, some uniform
action might ve taken. It was the ominion of those present that
a joint agreement by all of the colleres and universitics of the
state would e Far better than varied individual action.

If this plan meets your annroval will you be kind enough
to send the crairman of the committee the oninion of your faculty
as you mey determine it? A formal vote is not called for, but
rather a statement of the attitude of your faculty members, es-
pecially of those in the Enélish devartment, with your estimate
of what joint agreement they would be willing to enter into.

The inclosed statements indicate favorable action already

Very truly yours,

C. L. Bsbjorn, Augustana College,
¥. C. L. ¥an Steenderen, Lake Forest College,
H, B. 6riffith, Knax College,

Chairman.

President Harry P. Judson,
Chicago University,
Chicago, Ill.







The following statements from several institutions in-

xte Tavorable action already taken:

From lonmouth College.

"I am glad to be able to inform you that we have
decided to accent the Reformed Swmellingsas fast
as two-thirds of the colleges of the state will
accept them."

From The University of Illinois.

"The committee on Bducational Policy recomnended the
adoption for use in University publicatiorns of the
simpler forms recommended by the Simplified Spelling
Board of those words having at the present time two
or more accented spellings which are included in
classes 1, 2, and 4-20, as given on pages three and
four of Circular #15, issued by the Simplified Swell-
ing Board on HNovember 23, 1907, and entitled "Three
Hundred Words Spelled in Two or llore Yays." The Con-
mittee did not recommend the adoption of the changes
provnosed under Class 3 of tue said circular, namely,
those in words spelled wrth either ed or t: The re-
comzendation of the Committee was aagptéd; with the
understanding that this action does not adopt any spell-
ings contained in the list of three hundred words given
in the circular in question which do not fall in the
classes named,

(From the minutes of the meeting of the University
Senate held December 13, 1912)."

from Northwestern University.

"It will doubtless be of interest to you to learn that
on February 15th the University Council of this insti-
tution unanimously adopted, for use in the publications
of Northwestern University, beginning July 1, 1913, a
list of 213 words taken from Circular o, 15. The
forms which were onmitted are as follows:

All of those in Class JII (-t for -ed); as well as

the following:

antipyrin sithe
bur sulfur (and sulfate)
egis tho, thoro, thru and their

commpounds . "
From James 1illikin University.

"I have your letter of MNovember 23rd and in reply I would

say that our faculty adonted the following motion at its
recent meeting: "That the Council of James WMillikin Uni-

versity exnresses its arproval of the movement for reform ed

spelling, and records itself as willing to join with the
othgr colleges of the state in adopting it in practice, as
rapidly as it seems feasible."
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Chicapgo, March 27, 1913

Dear Siri-

Your favor of the 26%h inst. is received.
The Universlity Senate within the last fow wmeeks re-
ported that in the opinion of that body it 1ls inad-
visable at present to use the simplified spelling in
the University officlal publications. I may add that
in the opinion of the Semate, although not embodied
ia the resolution, the improvement in spelling would
not be facilitated by sr arrangemont among She colleges
of a single state.

Very truly yours,

K-Pb;c bhac Lt

Profossor H. T. Griffith,
Enox College,
Galesburg, Illinois.
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Chicago, April 11, 1915

Dear Xr. Butler:-

Some members of our faouliy are
interested in the reformed spellinmg of the Emglish
language, and at mﬁﬂ mt the University Senate
has asked me to correspond with the heads of some of
our leading educational institutions, %o ascertain
if they have assumed any definite attitude tomward the
matter, and especislly if they have Staken any steps
in the direction of favoring In an official way the
reforn in guestion. I shall to obliged if you will
kindly give me the information with respect to Columbia
University.

Very truly yours,

ﬂ.PnJ. - Lo

President Nicholas Hurray Butler,
Jolumbis University, Hew York.
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B\ A\ W \ UL O O N

FOR SIMPLER SPELLING.

The unders igned members of the Faculty of the
University of Chicago respectfully request the Presldent
of the University to call a meeting of the General Faculty
to consider the follewing proposals for the use of simpli-
fied spellings by the University of Chicago Press.

. ® 2 B

The rules for spelling indicated below shall
be followed by the University of Chicago Press in all the
official publications of the University; in each book
published, unlese the author objects; and in each pericdical
issved by the University of Chicago Press unless the editors
objeet. But no individual contributor to a pericdical shall
bve foreed to employ the spell ing here indicate d.

PART I.

1. Spell program, tho, altho, thoro, thorofare,
thruout, catalog, prolog, dsmagog, PECagog.

2. Spell with -log all words ending in -logue
in the traditional spelling Whidh are not mentioned in
paragraph I. Examples: dialog, epilog, monoleg, etc.

3. Spell center, fiber, meter, miter, theater,
sepulcher, stoc.

4, Spell honor, color, favor, labor, valeor, humer,

etc.

5. Spell the ending -gtte as =gt whenever it ls
so proncunced. Examples: gmelet, guartet, etiquet, epaulet.

PART II.

Spell dipt _hopt, stept, blest, kist, blusht,
wisht, vext, mixt g?ﬁli sht, conifest, sto. Epell
a8 at present‘hoped drape reached Eroadﬁed noticed,
prefaced, induced, etc.
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Chicago, April 7, 1913

Dear lr., Tolmani=

Your favor of the 34 inst. is at
hand. Heremith I am encleosing copy of the action taken
by the Cenate on the report of the Committee on
. Simplified Spelling. I shall presently correspond with
presidents of the universities in the Association and
got theilr views on the matter. Vhen I hear from them
1 will inform you as to the situation.

Yery truly yours,

HoePudo = Lo

¥r. A« H. Tolman,
The University of Chicago.
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COPY

111, The following report of the Committee on
31mpilf;od Spelling was presented by lr. Hanly:

"The Committee recommends: (1) that a reply be sent
to Augustana College, stating that the University of
Chicago deems it at present inadvisable %o use the
simplified spelling in its official publications.

(2) That the Semate request the President sither %o
propose the question of simplified spelling for discussion
bty the Association of imerican Universities or to confer
with the presidents of the larger imerican universities
in regard to the advisability of concerted action by the
universities largely engaged in publication”.
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DLLINOIS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
OFF1IS OF THE PRESIDENT

Chicago, May 18, 191Z.
Dear Friend:

The Illinois State Teachers Association at its léte neet-
ing, December 27-28, adopted the recommendations of the Simplified
Spelling Board in its Circular No.23, as the norm of spelling in the
publications and correspondence of the Association, and ths compara-
tively few simplifications involved appear in the publisht proceedings
of the meeting, a volume of 238 pages now in the hands of the one
thousand members. Of course the order of the Association, as you
notis, has been obeyd in the spelling of this letter.

The Association directed its president to send a letter in
its behalf, together with such literature as he might deem most suit-
able, to the President and mehbers of the faculty of each institu-
tion of higher lerning in our 3tate, respectfully requesting them to
consider whether their institution may not wisely sdopt the same
rules of spellihg in its officisl publications and correspondence.
In accordance with this direction I enclose herein comprest and re=-
liable matter bearing upon the subject of spelling reform with the
request that you give fraternal regard to the desire of the Asso=-
ciation as respects the use of these specific simplifications in the
corresﬁondance and publications of your institution. The President
unites with the Association in soliciting due consideration ol the
economic value of this reform and of its importance ss a factor in
child welfare.

If you desire a cop of Circular Wo, 23, or any other
literature on the subfect, you will give me plesure to see that you
are supplied.

Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) John D. Shoop, President.
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Chiengo, Decoumber 51, 1912

Dear Hr. Vaile:-

Your favor of the 304h inst. 1s
received. The University Semste will finelly
pass on the spelling matter so far as the faoculties
are comcerned. 1 should mot suppose that their
aotion would be final on official University publi-
cations, however, without the aprroval of She Board
of Trustees. I hardly anticipate any speedy action.
: Very truly yours,

K-?.;. e L’

Bre Pe Ce g&lx‘.
Oak Paxri, Illimols.
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SISt )

Pres. . : el L ~University or . College.
Dear Sir:

A number of the professors in the universities and col-
leges of our state wil attend the meeting of the College Section
of the Illinois State Teachers Association at Peoria, Dec. 26-28.

In several of our faculties the question of officially
adopting a definit amount of simplified spelling is being agitat—
ed, as you may be aware, and it is felt that it would be of
advantage if those university and college people who approve some
such step could get together and exchange views on some of the
practical points involvd in taking the step. Hence we ask all
such who attend the Peoria meeting, to come together at a mid-
day lunch, 12 m., Friday, Dec. 27, for a conference. The eating
place will be announst at the morning session of the College
Section.

Wil you kindly‘convey this notis to as many of your
faculty members as may be practicabl.

C. L. Esbjorn, Augustana College,

Nathaniel Butler, University of Chicago,

A. R. Taylor, James Millikin University.

Thos. McClelland, Knox College,

R. E. Hieronymus, State Ed. Commission,
December 20, 1912 Geo. O. Curme, Northwestern University.
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