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In order to facilitate the wtilization of the Covern-
ment Departments for the purposes of researech - in extension
of the policy enunciated by Congress in the Joint Resolu-
tion approved April 12, 1892: - s

RESOLVED: That it is the sense of the Board that
it is desirable that Congress extend this resolution so as
to afford facilities fdr study to all properly quelified
students or graduates of universities, other than those
menti oned in the resolution, and prwide for the appoint-
ment of an of ficer whose duty it shall be to ascertain am
make known what facilities for rescarch exist in the Cov-
ernment Departments, and arrange with the heads of the -
Department.s, and with the officers in charge of Govern-
ment. eollections, on terms satisfectary to them, rules
and regulat ions under whiech suitably qualified persons
might have aceess to these collections far the purpose of
research with due regard to the needs and requirements of
the work of the Covermment; end that it should also be
~his duty to direct, in o manner satisfactory to the heads
of such Depariments and officers in charg, the researches
of such persons into lines which will promote the inter-
ést 8 of the Goverrment and the development of the natural
resources, agrimlture, mamfactures, and canmerce of the
country, and (generally) pramote the progress of science
eand the useful arts, and the inerease and diffusion of
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[PUBLIC RESOLUTION—NO. 8.]

Joint resolution to encourage the establishment and endowment of institutions of
learning at the national capital by defining the policy of the Government with
reference to the use of its literary and scientific collections by students.

Whereas, large collections illustrative of the various arts and scien-
ces and facilitating literary and scientific research have been accu-
mulated by the action of Congress through a series of years at the
national capital; and

Whereas it was the original purpose of the Government thereby to
promote research and the diffusion of knowledge, and is now the set-
tled policy and present practice of those charged with the care of
these collections specially to encourage students who devote their
time to the investigation and study of any branch of knowledge by
allowing to them all proper use thereof; and

Whereas it is represented that the enumeration of these facilities
and the formal statement of this policy will encourage the establish-
ment and endowment of institutions of learning at the seat of Govern-
ment, and promote the work of education by attracting students to
avail themselves of the advantages aforesaid under the direction of
competent instructors: Therefore,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the facilities for research
and illustration in the following and any other Governmental collec-
tions now existing or hereafter to be established in the city of Wash-
ington for the promotion of knowledge shall be accessible, under such
rules and restrictions as the officers in charge of each collection may
preseribe, subject to such authority as is now or may hereafter be per-
mitted by law, to the scientific investigators and to-students of any
institution of higher education now incorporated or hereafter to be in-
corporated under the laws of Congress or of the District of Columbia,
to wit:

One. Of the Library of Congress.

Two. Of the National Museum.

Three. Of the Patent Office.

Four. Of the Bureau of Education.

Five. Of the Bureau of Ethnology.

Six. Of the Army Medical Museum.

Seven. Of the Department of Agriculture.

Eight. Of the Fish Commission.

Nine. Of the Botanic Gardens.

Ten. Of the Coast and Geodetic Survey.

Hieven. Of the Geological Survey.

Twelve. Of the Naval Observatory.

Approved, April 12, 1892.
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