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Pres;dent Burton entertained at:dinner at the Quadrangle Club
on February 19, ““the ministers of the vicinity and the denominational
representatlves in the University, together withMEecretarles of the Christian
associations. The subject of general conference was the religious life of
the University. After a statement by President Burton, the following 7e-
presentations were made.

Rev. Theodore M. Carlisle spoke of the appreciation of the cooperation of
the University. There are Presbyterian pastors in fifty colleges. Has
550 Presbyterians on mailing list in the University. Divided into three
groups:-=(1) an indifferent group of about 200. (2) a non-cooperating
group who do not wish to be disturbed. (3) an active cooperating boedy who
have expressed satisfaction that the denomination has sent them a leader
and that they have someone to whom to go with their troubles. Gave two
‘suggestions, =-- (&) There should be some method of unifying the work with
the men and the women. The latter are segregated in Ida Noyes Hadl. The
pastorscan have an office hour there:only one hour per week. (b) There
should be a church house in connection wikth the chapel. This would indi=-
cate that the churches presented a united front with the backing of the
Unigersity.

Miss Clark:--The following problems appear in the work of the women: (1) How
to provide opportunity to bring about understanding between those of different
racef, age, sex, caste, wealth, etc. Endeavor is being made to develop
groups who are doing this. (2) Hawto&low for various interpretations of
religion, a) Many students are suspicious of everything that is called
religious, though they may be socially minded; b) there are students that
have never thought. of religion until something has brought it to their at-
tention, ¢) there are students from religious families,(B3) How to help the
individual to find her own way. Some students do not go to a single church.
They want to attend many churches. Some find thery best experience in the
city church. ©Some find it through the Christian association. It is said
that most of the students do not look to the University for religion.

Rev. Marshall Davis, pastor of Hyde Park Presbyterian Church;--The pastor
feels oppressed by the wealth and power of the University. He mep feel

that he has to compete with the two million dollar chapel. I want the
students for my church because they are finally going to settle in communities
where there is a church. I am personally satisfied if I have two or three Auvndred
students every Sunday. I want to give the opinion of five pastors whom I

have consulted, - One said that he had lived here for eight years and had
never been invited to the University. He regards the University as a
liability, so far as his church is concerned. Another stated that the

Mandel service was an opportunity for the irresponsible to have religion
inexpensively. Another said that the University, in attempting to be non-
Baptist, had become non-Christian. It is reported that a professor told a
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Chinese boy that we no longer believe in God. Fourteen young people from
the Presbyterian church have graduated from the University. Nine of them
never come to church. One girl said that she had found in Sociology all
that she needed and no longer required religion. Parents write that their
children are writing hom that strange things are being said.

Rev. jfr. L. Ward Brigham, Universalistg Church, -- There is no doubt of
the relation of the University to religion, but it is significant that it
should seek a relation to the institutions of religion. They should under-
stand each other for their are no antagonisms. There should be certain
measures of coordination between the churches and the University, so that
each could know the problem of the other. There is danger of University
isolation. There is a problem of bridging over the four-year period of
absence from the church. The majority of boys and girls are disappointing
when they come back. They don't come pack into the church. The churches
should analyze their own attitudes and think of themselves as ministering
institutions.

Mr. Gerald K. Smith, Secretary of the Y.M.C.A.,-= The churches are never
going to get students in large numbers. (1) because of the hours of service.
Students sleep Sunday morning. Sunday evening is given to study or social
affairs. (8) Loyal Christians like to go to many churches. (3) Students
are not getting the preaching for the readjustment of thinking which they
want. (4) The effect of sin has broken relationship to the church. They

do things that they think are sinful,--Sunday study, social habits, smoking,
swearing, eté. (5) Students say they have broken with the authority of the
home, and with the authority of the church.

President Burton asked these questions:
l. Should the University send students away for their religion, or
build up a strong religious life in the University?! Or, is
there a compromise?

2. Should the University abandon the Sunday service!?
3. Should there be a University building for active relfigious life?

Doctor Soares asked these questions:
l. Is there anything more we can do to help pastors?

2+ Are there any suggestions for our religious service?
3. Is there any radical reorganization of University religious service?

Dr. Charles A. Gage, McCabe Methodist Church, -- If students are sent to the
churches, they become better church members. Churches are often unsympathetic
to the students who have problems., Mandel service does not interfere.
Students come to the Epworth League.

Professor Miller, =-- It is desirable that all students come to their own

churches. That a41xvdég would not draw off religious strength from the
University.
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Professor E. S. Ames, -- The University puts students in a critical
attitude, which does not conduce to activity and loyalty to institutional
religion. Seventy students in a Philosophy class expressed a general
religious tone in connection with a paper on Fosdick. The course in

Ethies shows that atudeats are sound in their religious attitudes. Students
do not know the unity that prevails in this community.

Rev. Von Ogden Vogt, The new chapel will be a great service to students
who have no such conception of religion. It will help them when they

go back to what is not so beautiful. Perhaps the local churches may help
also.

Rabbi Stolz, =-- The Jewish students have the difficulties of Christians
and others of their own. The chapel will be a beautiful object lesson.
There ought to be a building in which different denominations could work.
Deeply grateful for the education of his three children at the University,
(1) There are strong racial difficulties. Exclusion from the fraternities
and from the University Sing. Jewish students sometimes state that they
belong to some other denomination. (2) There is a difference between the
faith of the orthodox Jew and what is taught here. (3) The University
teaches the Christian interpretation of the Jewish bible,traditions, and
history. There is no opportunity for them to get the Jewish point of
view. Could there be a Jewish representative in the University?

Rev. Norris L. Tibbetts:=-- (1) Looking forward to the chapel. (2) Desirable
to have a central religious house with a religious council which would gather
all together and make a joint program. This would give religious activities
a prominence. (3) Would be sorry to see the religious service discontinued,
yet each church has a separate problem regarding its students. Students
become worshippers, but they do not become a part of the church. In the
University there is an educational atmosphere. Could there be a religious
atmosphere.
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN

12/ olleges of Arts, Literature, and Science

January 5, 1924

President E.D. Burton
Harper Library

Dear President Burton:

I should like to bear witness--and
really expert witness in this case--to the fine
quality of the service which Dr. Soares is
rendering in chapel.. His dail¥ Tal kS amee meaty,
sound, eminently well gauged to attract and hold
student interest, without seeming in the slight-
est to condescend, and filled with a religious
spirit that is evidently both illuminated and
luminous.

I do not know whether the gquality of
this work can be recognized by the University to
any greater degree than at present, but if I am
correct in understanding that Dr. Soares is now
merely aActing Chaplain, I would venture to sug-
gest that he seems to me fully to deserve the
title of Chaplain.

Needless to say, this letter is written
entirely on my own initiative, and entirely with-
out the knowledge of Dr. Soares.

Very truly yours,
éSAANLA:t:\ﬁ(gh®4iizelv*l

b N W N A N
Dean of the Colleges

I /Ty
EEV /ES






Janusry 22, 1924.

¥y dear ¥r, Sosrvest

I am attaching copy of & letter just received
from ¥r. Gilkey. It is writtem in weply to the suggestion
I made to him Just before he left, that he and his brother
should oo:&zz!m;‘-.gggyﬁgt .cgﬁfnca n§ the Universisy on a
Tuesday evemiang, Wodnesday afterncon, Wednesdsy evaening,
Tharsday afternoon snd Thursday evening.

4s 1 shall be away pretiy nearly up to the time
he suguests, and possibly evem at the time, the whole arge
behind the movement would have to be on your part and on that
of the aissociation. Of course, De, Oocodspecd, s8s representing
the President’s Otflqc. vbiit in a sense give his heoarty
support, and I am sure Dr. Tufts, as Viece President, would do
the same.

But I fesl that the effort should mot be made unless
it gives ressomable promise of success, The consideration
which ¥Mre. Gllkey urges &t the beginaing of his third paragraph
is real, but sounts against the effort unless 1t has promise
of suscoss,

ey I suggoest that you oalil together our Sunday
tvening group or & selection of them, snd Dy, Tufts as Viee

fresident, and try to reach some decision as to what is wise

to do.
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My thought about the day meetings is that we would

all undergraduste slasses at the hoar aprointed,
Be8e @ different hour on the two

dismis: bat

days--perhaps sleven e'clock
one day and half mst thres another,

Very truly yours,

r, 7, G '“l‘".
The University of ehtnqca-

BDB1CB
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Hanold I Suwi
G%Mm%o } January 235, 1925,

Pl

President Ernest D. Burton,
Hotel Huntington,
Pasadena, California.

e T
b,
%
-

Dear Mr. Burpﬁ%: “x‘
4 %
& \"

f%he Soares sifﬁatian seems to be in pretty good
shape., If@ope to hajgﬁsdﬁe more word on it today from
Mathews andﬁggﬁgg;;; will write you a summary of the whole
situation to date.

Yours cordially,







Hawold I6. Swi

Wnion Stock Yardy

e

January 24, 1925, -

President Ernest D. Burton,
Hotel Huntington,

Pasadena,

Dear Mr.

California.

Burton:

As I have wired you, Mathews says the Soares situation

is, in his opinion, in pretty good shape. So that we may understand

it alike, let me recount the situation.

You wrote me from the train as follows:

"Dr, Soares, who has been offered the
presidency of Newton, feels evidently that
Fosdick's coming, if he should come, would
make it easier for him to leave.

"I did not mean that the letter should
go to Fosdick till I had talked to Soares,
but I am afraid it was mailed to New York
with the rest of the mail.

"Pleagse let Mathews know how Theodore
felt about it."

I sent this to Mathews.

The fact is that the letter was mailed by Mr. Scott, as

you surmised, before your conversation on thé way to the train with

Soares, but that Mathews thinks that it did no harm as will be shown

later.

Then I had your wire from Emporia, Kansas, as follows:

"pPlan proposed to Harry involves liberty frequent
absences both Sundays and week days. Development of
plans betterment student life imperatively necessary
and make probable shall need nearly or quite as much
service from Theodore as now, besides all Harry can
give., Stop.

"Suggest you ask Mathews assure Theodore no change
of title or responsibility in Department, no decrease
total salary, and have Mathews add unofficially that
some form coordinate position and title in chaplaincy
work could probably be arranged. Stop.
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"

3. Mathews doesn't believe we have any chance of getting
Fosdick, but has painted our opportunity glowingly to
Soares regardless of whether Fosdick is orisn't with us.
He says he has told Soares he can dc great things here
and have fine backing and cooperation but that if he
tried to do the same thing in New England, he will be
in trouble most of the time.

I think that pretty well brings the situation up to date
and doubtless to a finis until you return. The outstanding thing
seems to be that Soares is looking at the matter in a broad light,
is not hurt at any transactions and considers the chaplaincy or any
titles in connection with it rather a detail to the whole question.

I am making no attempt to see Fosdick. At present it
seems to me better to stay away, let him think out the thing rather
quietly,and use what little influence I have later if you then advise

it.
Hope things are slick with you both and that you are not

worrying about this or anything else. Matters seems to be progressing
rather comfortably around here,
Yours cordially,

Yundlpsinfl—

—— [ 8

P.S.

If after you think the matter over you would like pressure
brought on Fosdick, it would be possible to cable Gilkey to write
him at length as to the situation and opportunity with us as he
sees it. Presumably a letter from Gilkey would be received early
in March and Gilkey might be able to follow it up verbally in April.

If you should decide that you wish a cable sent to Gilkey,
you might wire me and I shall do so, but will not plan to do any-
thing without such advice from you.

H.H.S.
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Wire from Emporia (continued):

"Urge Harry's coming part of plan for better
University and makes Theodore's continuance here
more desirable than before. stop.

"See no serious objection to temo (two)
chaplains but could avoid definite committal on
preclise title now, Stop.

"Mathews away Sunday. Harry at Judson's
Sunday noon. Very desirable you see him."

and I sent a copy of this to Mathews, commenting as follows:

"Attach herewith copy of day letter just received
from the President, which seems self-explanatory.
I take it that the President is quite disturbed
(as am I) over the thought of Soares leaving, and
I agree with his suggestion that you should try to
reassure Soares and to keep him here.

"My only counter suggestion to that of Mr.Burton
isthat you try to handle Mr. Socares along lines of
assurance of general coorme ration,etc., rather than
on explicit details of titles,etc., but if you find
this last necessary, I should go as far as the Pres-
ident indicates.

"I hope that you will be successful in impressing
lMr.Scares accordingly."

He has replied that he handled in accordance with my
suggestion and believes that he satisfied Soares without definitely
covering the co-chaplaincy or the title in any detail, i.e. just
saying that it would be a fair arrangement.

Then I had your wire from Albuquerque as follows:

"Increasingly disturbed over situation
respecting Theodore. As Chaplain and Department
Head, was entitled to be consulted in advance.Stop.

"Had appointment to see him on way to train and
intended to have New York letter held till after
interview but slipped my mind to order it held. Had
Robinson telephone Scott to hold letter but fear too
late., If letter not sent, please hold or modify to
meet situation as developed. If necessary, have
Mathews explain Theodore letter sent by mistake.

Wiring Theodore urging remain but not mentioning
New York letter."
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I discussed this wire with Mathews and sent you the
two following wires to Flagstaff and Pasadena respectively:
"Answering, Mathews thinks Theodore does
not resent development last few days. Too late

prevent letter being mailed but Mathews says not
serious."

"Mathews has talked with Theodore who has no
personal feeling about Harry. Stop. Also says
chaplainey is detail to be settled later when mailn
question of other offer is decided. Stop. Mathews
sanguine we can hold him in light of development
plans for department although says he is giving
careful consideration to offer, Best wishes, all
well here."

Mathews has again talked to Soares and believes the
situation to be as follows:

1. Soares does not resent happenings of the last few days

—  and when Mathews expressed to him your grave concern
lest Soares might feel he had not had proper consideration
in the matter and Soares belittled such a feeling, Mathews
said to him, "Then you dan't know that your feelings have
been hurt," and Soares said, "That is the fact."

[av}

The question then seems to get back to the matter of the
other offer on its merits compared to the opportunity with
us, and Mathews’ feeling on the matter, which he has already
put to Soares and which he intends to continue to put to
him, is as follows:

(a2) That the Eastern interests have misrepresented
to Soares the real situation. They must raise
funds and the President will have to do it,but
they have said to him that he would not.

(b) Mathews believes there is not the great oppor-
tunity there that has been represented, or at
least that there is a greater opportunity with
us.

(¢) Anyway, he doesn't think Soares can fill the
bill best; he is too far advanced theologically
for the New England group.

(d) He told Soares that to accept the offer of $8,000
salary and house rent, which is equivalent to
$10,000 salary, would be a tactical error, and
that the President should not be receiving $10,000
when others were limited to $3500., Soares replied
that he would raise the salaries and earn the grati-

fication of the other faculty folks, and Mathews repliec

"Thought you weren't going out to raise money!'"
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