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The University of Chicago, 
Chicago .,_ June 22, 1915. 

- J 

My dear Mr. Hutchinson: 

I trust that you will per
mit me to tell you how deeply I 
appreciate the very generous part 
you took in engaging Mr.Lorado 
Taft to retouch and tran siOrm~~-p~ 

nto._bronze the bust presented to 
the University s·ome years ago by 
my professional colleagues. In 
this thoughtfUl act you have helped 
to carry into completion what I 
am sure was a part of the original 
wish of my co-workers but which 
lay beyond their li:nited me.ans. 
Both their action and yours is 
so unusual that _ it touches me 
with peculiar tenderness. You 
might naturally have waited till 
retirement or death suggested the 
transformation of the portrait 
bust into an enduring :form, but 
wit~out such stimulus of circum
stance and with a delicate hint 
that such circumstance is a thing 



... 

I 

of the distant future--for w'""'ich 
I sincerely thank you--you pennit 
me to enjoy an unusual honor be
fore I have earned it. It will 
give me great inspiration and 
strength in trying to round up 
the wo r k I hope yet to do. The 
field seems only just whitening 
to the harvest, and this most 
gracious act of yours will add 
new zest to my desire to gather 
in so much of matured fruitage 
as may fall to my lot. I cannot 
tell you adequately how much I 
appreciate so delicate and touch
ing an exp r ession of your good
will. 

J~lfr. L. c. Hutchinson, 
Tre~surer , Board of Trustees, 
The University of .Chicago. 
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During t~;,.41'ing Q t.r,ll l.e Dr, Charles R, _,;,}rfd rson 

is in Europe s~ng occupational.Jiaeases, 11 matter o~Jr'*hich he is 

to repprt t~e State of Illin/., Dr. A. 1\, Parker Ji1 act us 

Che.plniy D~. nd fr, He~on ~ailed frol!l Ne 11:rt. on the 

Adfie.i. ·c, th boat on whi/Pres1de.nt Rooseve.·l;t d his party are go-

in to Nap lee, / J 
• j . 

~---/ ... 
/~,,.. · 'Ill' . t.ortl(lo Taft ~-ill deliver in Jandel Assotnbl}l Hall on 

,if~t; 
r 

· V· ednesday :•:ttornoon ai; four o' eloek tho first of a sarien of lectures 

on "Am riv~m Scul}lttn."EJ". ~is first lectur·e ill he 111 ust.rnted by 

I 
l 
1 
~ 

. ·r. To.tt t~.nd lds ~ .. s if~t nts, l· o will upo th in ,rr. ndol model 

in cla.y. Th lectth'& is on ot unuuu 1 i ter· e ., al rays attracting 

cro de herevar delivered aa a University extension lecture. r. 

Taft's relation to the Unive.r·eity ie very clq,ae. In addition to 

living in our eo uni, , b has tudio in on of the Univeraity 

l 
\ building ••the barn ir4 the rear of tho Alpha Delta Phi house. H re 

\ 100 t. of hie ltl.r e work i carried on, '!'he studio in the Fin Arts 

\ building hioh he ~ao maintain•, ie less o t a "work room" than the one 
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on th ~ idway. 

·r.Taft, betor the aariea is conclu ed i$ lik ly to ia

cus a subject ot muoh interaet to ill members ot th University--hi 

pro~ect tor t decoration of the id ay Plaia c , . hen r. Burnham' 

plan tor ite development have b en accomplish d. ltr. T ft nl.ret-.dy 

ha modelled figurea tor the great fountains thich ho ill pl ca at 

aith r end of the long b~sin; and for th beautiful br~dges which he 

believes will some day span tha d t:.ty. All c rnbers of the Univer-

1 ty ill b gr atly in tare a ted in the vision of th tuture dt relop

ment o the University and ita nvironment which ~~r. '!1 ft•a loetures 

are likely o ton • 

Tl e nf llee.d Hi tchcoc fall rill b Dr. Charles P. Hall, 

Univer ity Physician. nr. and rs. Sm 11 ri.ll tctke up t Jeir I ~ - si

nce at Hi tcheook Hall n a tA dl ys. 



---- ------- -

• 

-



.. ~ 

The University of Chicago, 
. . rune ~2, 1915. 

My de3r President JUdson: 

I trust that you will permit 
me to tell ypu h9v~_.Jieep·rj·· appre
ciate the very generou~ part you ) 
took in engaging Mr. Lorado. Taft 
to retouch and transform into 
bronze the bus~ presented to the 
Univerai ty some y.. ars ago by rr!Y ,. 
pro:fes sional colleag\le-f3. rn· ""this 
t !:ougttful act you have helped to 
carry into completion what I am 
sure was a part of t~.e original 
wish of my co-workers but which 
lay beyond their limited means. 
Both their action and yours is so 
unusual that it touches me with 
peculiar tenderness. You might 
naturally have waited till retire
ment or death suggested the trans
formation of the portrait bust 
into an enduring form, but without 
such stimulus of circumstance and 
with a delicate hint that such 
circumstance is a t~ing of the 



distant future--for which I sin
cerely thank you--you permit me to 
enjoy an unusual honor before I 
have earned it. It will give me 
great inspiration and strength in 
trying to · round up the work I hope 
yet to do. The field seems only 
just whitening to the harvest, and 
this most gracious act of yours 
will add new zest to my desire to 
gather in so much of matured fruit
age as may fall to rrry lot. I can
not tell you adequately how much 
I appreciate so delicate and touch
ing an expression of your. goodwill. 

Most sincerely 

President H. P. Judson, 
The University of Chicago. 



d ~r ~r. Chamborlin:- J 

Yours very truly, 

?.rivate Sooretary 

r. T. c. ChamJerlln, 
~ e ni~er itr or Ohicago. 
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CLicat , I ll , Oct . 2 , 1914 . 

J\iTy dear President J udson : 

I think perhapb yoli 1111 be glad t see th enclo e lette1 

before it becc~. es my duty to respon to it by intr d1 .. ciJ.ig "'vh party 

Llentio ec., v:_ oe , ork l1e in a field .... o far apart from ,ny O\IIJTI 

trat I can only be _n interulediary i.1 tl"'e 1att r . 

ve~y truly y~urs , 

Pr~s~dent H. P. Judson , 
The u~~lVeCk:il of cn.:.cago . 



. "· 



Lorado Taft 
THE MIDWAY STUDIOS FAMILY 
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J,r.. 1 a la<~e 
~ i ·- y Off i c t: • 

... r .... r . c 

Yo iill r call 

~-· rc 20, 
192~ 

y u . otifi• ... ct :t;·res:i ert •Urton of :r . ·raft~' 1 :renewa.l 

o' t · resi ...... " t ':.rp .r. . 

-r .our to 

""a i r ~C- t to- c ~ orov 

off- . • 0 

-tttl 

. ~aftls of r ori~ n 1 offer, n 

in 908, 

oul c 1tri ute .tis · cr ti ae.;J i.n ata u~ to 

't.~ lac · ... in . m. - f-t JU t r.., u ulu 

not afT d to ., f_L +t: tue i .. 

Tni ·· oul' impl 't J Rl t.r~ou 1 

i i not 'ui to 

:lo-'5- t .... 1dea cov·r h'· li " of a st ~.~~.1e, but l.tot 
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t 1e: c.t · .oulti nf.ed to 

n d I ahou 
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~her~ is n d~J1rabla place ior it in Harper 

Library. ..~ *~ on-·: tiue it ·~ · ... expectea t,.,.,~.a .. , tr ere 

rcmorkn. le ·ucceBe. .:oul not be bt:!tt ;r ~an t·1e 

1 nvent·cnal at~tue. 

fa. 't il.y.: 

Yours very tru.y , 
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Pres tl ent Ernest D. Burton, 
The University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Mr. Burton: 

March 7, 1925. 

Answering your query in conversation on Sunday, 

March 1, and returning herewith Mr. Heckm~n ' s letter to you 

of February 1~1 and Mr. Dickerson ' s of Febru ry 24 in r·eference 

to Mr. Lorado Taft ' s offer to make a statue of President Harper 

foi· Harper Quadrangle: 

I recom- end that Mr. Dickerson be asked officially to 

write the family and get their anproval in writing to such a 

procedure and that the matter then he presented to the Board for 

approval to say to Ivir. Taft that we would greatly anpreciate his 

going on with it. 

I am clear that I favor ~lour s1ggestion of a reproduc

tion of President Harper rather than Mr. Dickerson ' s idea of 

someth ing symbolic. ~'' 
J .. ~ 

I am inclined to think I should leave it to {Mr. Taft ~ s 
~ 
~ 

judgment "Vhether it should be marble or bronze. I thi~he would 
"-

have a long-time vision and would favor leaving it to him:~~~ 
-~ 

--.~~ 

-~:r,.~~~;::~..;;,;-... -~~~ 

Yours cordially, 





ttbe 'UlniX'ersit~ of (!bicago 
ttbe :JSoat~ ot Utuateea 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

ELLIS AVENUE AND F I FTY·EIGHTH STREET 

February 24, 1925. 

President Burton, 
Faculty Exchange. 

Dear Presid~nt Burton: 

Mr. Taft's offer is on record in the minutes 

of the Board of Trustees but nothing has ever been done 

with reference to it so far as I know. I should think 

a statue of the first president of tle University might 

well be laced in the center of Harper Court, and mi ght 

well be modeled by M·. Taft who is Chicago's foremost 

sculptor and one whose reputation is known over the 

entire United States. It is high time that something of 

this vas done to adorn the quadrangles. I should hope 

th~ t the figure would be cast in bronze rather than 

reproduced in marble which is f Er from enduring and 

would be stained either by smoke or the ravages of our 

climate. It would have to be boxed in winter if made 

of marble, while bronze woul·d stand t e elements, and 

in some respects, improves with exposure. 

How would it ~o to male the statue a memorial 

fountain of some sort, either symbolical or with some 

reproduction of President Harper. Statues of men in 

modern clothing are nJt especially inspiring, but a 

statue such as learning or ~owledge :>r something of 

that sort could be made not only beautiful but would 





President E . D. Burton. 

be most appropriate. 

I think Mr. Taft has the ability, particularly 

if the symbolic figure is adopted. 

Yours ve~y truly , 

Secretary. 





ROOM 1838, 230 S . CLARK ST. 

TELEPHONE DEARBORN 9312 

Ube 'tllnf\?erstt~ of <Ibicago · 
~mce or tbe liHce==Prestl>ent anl> :Eustness ~anaget 

February Thirteen 
1 9 2 5 

Pres i dent Ernest DeWitt Burton 
The University of Chicago 

My dear President Burton: 

Perhaps you would like to have me 
re call , s o that it may not be forgotten, that Lorado 
Taft, shortly after £resident Harper's death~ offered 
to make a statue of .President .i:iarper for Harper :-l,uad
rangle . Not very long ago, in order that there might 
be no uncertainty about i t, I in~1ired of him if tha t 
offer still stood . He stated that it does,but he 
desired to make sure that the family •yould not prerer 
any other sculptor . I lat er mentioned the subject 
to Davida and understood from he1.., that they .w·ere in 
that respe ct a unit, de s iring that Mr . Taft do this 
work . If it were done i n this way there would be no 
expense to the University except the casting , if 
bronze and cuttin~, if mar ble . 

This is merely for your information in 
case you d esire to have it considered at this time. 

Yours very truly, 

Wallace Heckman 





111 cleaz- •r· Dlokeraoa t 

"Dr e1dent Burton bus appro d a a gg .,1 ll 

r~oeatly made to h1m by .ur. 3 1ft, aaklag h t you b 

· d1reote4 ottla1ally to wr1 '• to the t mll;v et llr• Ba pe• 

D4 get t e1r approval ln wr1tlng ot • Lor ad '1 t •• 
otter to make n. etatu ot es14 n' arper tor the B pe 

Quadrangle. !hn ha•1ng been obtalna4. the .. tter ml ht 

then be presented to th Board tor approval anA Kr. Tat 

be 1nto:r~aea that the Onl eralt7 woul4 area,-ly appreolate 

hla sotag ahead l'h the work. r. s lt further • l • 

that he fel' l•oll 4 'o 1•••• 1' 1:0 r. ! t '• J 4 

ae to whether th eta u• should b •arbl ·or br •••· 

v ~ uly roure, 

•r. J. Spenoer Dlakeraon. 

BS aS 

COPY SENT TO MR. H.H. SWIFT 
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