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ESTHER MERCY, 
. Appellee., APPEAL FROM 

CIRCUIT COURTI 

COOK COUNTY. 

~_JWA;v, o DELIVERED THE OPINIO:~ OF THE COURT. 

This is an appeal from. a judgment of the Circuit 

Court for $21500 against a ~ ellant in an action for slander. 

At the ti e it is charged the slanderous words were spoken 1 

appellee was a student at the University of Chicago1 and 

appellant ~~a nnean of Women" of that institution. Although 

it is charged in the declaration that a. variety of alanderr.nls 

:'lords ·~1e r e spoken by ap-yellant of nd concerning appellee at 

various tir es1 the only warda relied on by appellee as a basia 

of recov-ery are.- "V"e know· very well you are getting your money 

from men. We do not consider you any more than a woman of 

the streets. n It is alleged that theae words were spoken by 

appellant of and concerning ap .. 'ellee on t wo diifferent occasions; 

that the first of these occasions .~as on December 8., 1910., and 

that the second occasion was on Januevry 9 1 1911. Appellee 

claims that on Decemb er 8., 1910 1 Dean Vincent of the Univa:csi ty 

of Ci.1icago and a Miss Robinson: w·.:1o lso co~nected wit~ the 

University a a "Head of the Housing Bureau n • nd teacher .. ·.vere 

present., and heard the sls.nde.ro-cts .vords spoken, and that on 

January 9, 1911 1 her brother., Henry D. Mercy~ s~nd her fiance,~ 

Warren E. Reynolds., 1.vere present and ~1eard the ale .. nderous 

charges repeated. By innuendo it is alleged th~t by t:e words 

spoken it was neant and intended t o charge -p~ ellee with being 

a common prostitute and with being guilty or fornication. 

A_tJpellant })leaded the general issue. 
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Appellant urges that 'the language charged is not 

.actionable uer s~; that in order to show· that the words were 

acti:>nable the pleader should have added by way of inducement 

nd collo uium facts from which it should have been made to 

appear not only that appellant i::ttended by the words ,spoken 

to charge a pellee with being ~ prostitute and with being 

guilty of fornication~ but that by reason of the cirownstancea 

under -:vhioh they ·\vere spoken those who heard them \YOuld and 

did underat~nd them to amount to such charge; that an innuendo 

can not enlarge the meaning of the words spoken or take the 

place of inducement and colloquium; that the ala.nder was 

invited and the occasion priviliged and that actual malice 

must be shown to exist before appellee is entitled to recover. 

In these contentions appellant haa 1 as we view it 1 

started out \Vith a false ;remise. To our min\ s the words 

charged~ without inducement 1 colloquium or innuendo~ in them­

selvefJ amount to a charge th·:;;.t appellee .tras a oom:non "; rosti tute 

and th~t she had been guilty cf fornic~tion. Words must be 

construed accordine; to their common acceptance. They must 

be construed to mean ~'7he .. t they would commonly be understood 

to mean. Schmisse1.1X v.! Kreilic.fu_ 92 Ill., 347-352; Miller v. 

~~ 79 Ill.~ 58. To say of a woman that she is a street 

walker, or a wo nan of the streets, is e ui valent to char~i~1g 

her Nith indulging the practices indulged in by women of the 

stxeata or trcet ·~ lkers A ·· ... roman of the streets or a 

street ,.7alker is commonly understood to be a. ·7rroma.n w·ho prosti­

tutes herself for money and who ·.valks the streets in search of 

customers for her wares. Therefore 1 to say of a Noman that 

she is "a wo an of the streets"., 1 a street '..:alker 11 or no better 1 

and that "she gets her money from en"., amounts to charging 

her with bei~1g a ~omen who prostitutes herself for money and 

solicitates p trcnage on the streets. 



-- l 

.r 

l 

n.t 

'! 

• 

• 

n 



- ~------~ 

-3-

Street-,'7alking is defined to be "the 

prostitute offering herself for sale upon the streets at un­

usual or unrea~onable hours} endeavoring to induce men to 

follow her for the purpose of prostitution." In Pinkerton 

v. Verberg1 78 ·oh.~ 573~ the nisi prius court instructed the 

jury~ in part; as follows: "Disorderly conduct for which an 

arrest might be made without a warrant, if co,nmitted in the 

presence of the officer~ would include what is commonly termed 

'street walking'. That is the offense of a woman prostitute 

offering herself for sale upon the streets at unusual or un­

enieavoring to induce men to follo~ her for 

The Supreme Court of Michigan., 

in reviewing the caae 1 used the terms "street w·alker" and "com­

mon proati tute 11 as s;rnonymous. The term street ·~rvalker is 

defined in Webster's new International Dictionary as "a common 

prostitute who seeks trade in the streets." Vlhile the ex-

pression "woman of the atreetstt has never been defined by law 

writers or lexicographers, so fE-.r as we can discover 1 there 

can be no doubt that it is but another form of e~pression 

intended to convey the same idea and understood as meaning the 

Eame thingJ as "street-walker".~ and particularly whencoupled 

with words charging her with getting money from men,~ is 

commonly understood and accepted as charging the l:)erson of whom 

it is spoken with being a common ~roatitute who seeks trade 

upon the streets. Ap?ellant hersalf evidently eo under tood 

it,~ for when asked! "Did you ever call her .§:. £.roetitute?" she 

re?lied.~ "Never. I never used such language. I never in any 

convel'"s~tion stated th::"'t she v:as no better than a woman of .the 

streets." The words oharged 1 therefore 1 are actionable per ~· 

The words being actionable per ae1 there was no 

necessity for in ucement 1 colloquium~ innuendo or proof of the 

meaning theJt waa intended to be conveyed o:r what ,,vas under­

stood by the hearers to be cha .. rged. 
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In order that one who speaks slanderous words rnay 

avail himself of the defense of prmvilege 1 becaus e the speaking 

w&a invited or because of any other circumstances from which 

privilege could arise~ it must appear that the speaker acted 

from a sense of duty in good faith 1 with an honest belief in 

the truth of the charge made and without malice or an inten­

tion to injure the person of whom the -:.~ords were epoken1 and 

the burden is on the defendant to show that the occasion was 

privileged. Everett v. DeLong~ 144 Lll. App.~ 496; Barth v. 

Hanna1 158 Ill. App. 1 20. In the caae at bar~ appellant not 

only denied the apeakin[ of the slanderous words charged~ but 

&~ testified in positive terms that she never had heard, 

understood or believed that ap.ellee was a roman of the street, 

a prostitute~ a lewd woman or lacking in vi~t"Lte prior to the 

time she is charged with having uttered. the slanderous \Vorda. 

The follo~ring were some of the questions asked of appellant 

and the answers made by her thereto in this connection: 

11 Q. At the time Miss Mercy '.Vas at this institution and 
before she left1 did you have any idea1 or think, that she 
v;aa an irru:11oral woma .. n sexually? A. I never suggested 
or intimated it and I never intimated it t o Dean Vincent at 
any time or place. 

"Q. In the converaati ·~n '.7hich occurred when you were 
resent - when the young lady was present - waa it suggested 

by you or thought by you1 or did you ever say that she was a 
prostitute? A. No. 

"Q. Have you evef in any conversation used anylanguage 
from ~hich it could be inferred or understood by anyone else 
that this woman (Mise Mercy s a woman of the atreeta or an 
immoral woman, or in any acking in virtueJ or as a 
prostitute or a lewd wome .. n? A. No. Of course, I cannot 
tellwhat inferences or conclusions other people might draw~ 
but I nvver intimated such a thing~ or even thought it. 

"Q. Did you ever uae any language from which such a 
thing could be inferred if people interpreted the language 
you used rightly? A. I never in my own mind thought such 
a thi ng." 

Inatcz.d of ehc·•~"in~ that the words were spoken in 

good faith from a eenae of duty 1 in the honest belief of their 

truthJ and without n~lioe or a pur)oae to injure appellee~ 

the testimony of appellant establishes beyond controversy 
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exactly the contraxy1 and that if she spoke the words at all~ 

she was actuated by e~~reas malice in so doing. Under that 

state of facts~ the defense of privilege is not available to 

appellant. Thomas v. Fiacper~ 71 Ill., 576. Whether the 

defense of privilegeJfia open to a defendant who denies the 

s:Jeaking of the sland.erous words, we do not decide. What we 

dp hold ie that there oan be no defense of privilege when the 

speaking of the slanderous words was actueted by express malice. 

Elam v. Badger~ 23 Ill., 445; Inland Printer Co. v. Economical 

Half Tons Supplv Co., 99 Il_., App., 8; Wharton v. Wright, 

30 Ill. App., 343. 

The words charged being actionable per se and not 

being spoken under circumstances rendering the speaking pr~vi­

legedJ malice is inferred upon proof that the words were spoken 

and that they were false. If the proof also shows that the 

speaker knew or believed them to be false~ or had no reason to 

believe, and did not believe them to be true, and that they 

were spoken wilfully, express or actual malice is ,roven. 

Thomas v. Fisher 1 71 111. 1 576; Hansom v. McQurley, 140 Ill., 

626. 

On the question of whether the ~ords were spoken at 

~11, t~e proof is conflicting. As to the occasion of Decem-

ber 6, 1910 1 appellee testified that they were spoken by appel­

lant in her presence and in the presence of Dean Vincent and a 

Miss Robinson. All of those present at that conversation, 

except appellee, testify that no such ~.vords were spoken. If 

the verdict of guilty was based on this incident~ it is clearly 

a cainst the weight of the evidence and the judgment should not 

stand. The only persons shovm by the proof to have heard the 

cmnvereation of Jan11ary 9, 1911 1 were the ~artiae to the suit 

and Henry D. Mercy, appellee t s brother, and Warren E. Reyn:,lds, 

her fiance. Appellee, her brother and her fiance all testify 

the slander was spoken by the appellant. Appellant alone denies 
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it. While there was proof introduced by appellant 1 some of 

hich was competent 1 tending to impeach the general repute~tion 

of appelee and her fiance for truth and vexacity~ no sul.h 

proof was offered as to Henry D. Mercy whocorroborates the 

8eatimony of his sister and Re~~olds. It was for the jury to 

ay how J..UCh weight and credit should be given to the "':Vi tnesses, 

and we do not feel justified under the rules of lawJ in setting 

up our judgments, based on the reading of the evidence~ against 

the judgments of the twelve jurors and the trial judge who 

heard the witnesses and observed them aa they gave their testi­

r.rony, and in declarins that the testimony of a.p·:Jella.nt is more 

·.1orthy of belief than the testimony of the other three, and 

must, therefore, decline to reverse the judgment because con­

trary to the manifest weight of the evidence. 

At the instance of appellant the court instructed the 

jury~ in substance~ that the communications alleged to have 

been made were qualifiedly ,~.Jri vileged and tnat ap~. ellee could 

not recover 1 except upon proof by a preponderance of the evi­

dence that the speaking of the same rlas prompted by actual 

malice. At the instance of appellee the jury were instructed~ 

in aubetanceJ that appellee could reoove~ upon proof of the 

~ublication of the slanderous words without proo~ of express 

or actual n~lice. Thede two instructions are irreconcilable. 

One tells the jury e can, and the other tells them that 

she can not recover proof of actual malice. The one 

given at the instance of appellant is baaed on the theory tlat 

t .J.e communioa tion ~:ras qualifiedly privileged. The one gi von 

at the insta~nce of a.ppel}ee is baaed. on the theory that it ·v.ras 

not ~rivileged. Whether the occasion was privileged ie 

question of law, (Everett v. DeLon~) 144 Ill. A' P•J 496), and 

we have seen that under the facts in this case the question of 

privilege was not involved. The giving of the instructions 
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asked by appellee was~ therefore 1 , roper 1 and the giving of 

the one asked by ap1- ell ant ·,rc,.,s improper. Appell~nt is not x~ in 

a position to com~lain that the instructions were inconsistent 

when the · inconsistency arises from the giving of an improper 

instructi on at her instance. There is no error available to 

appellant in the giving of instruct ion. 

It is lastly urged that the verdict ~as excessive. 

It was for $2~500. No special damages were alleged or proven 

and the jury ·w·ere so instructed. The only injury appellee ia 

shown to have sustained was to her feelings. When slanderous 

words are shown to have been S)Oken malicioualy 1 the jury may 

award ~msixix punitive ismx~&B as well as compensatory damages. In 

fixing the amount of punitive damages a jury has a wide discretion 

and their verdict should not be disturbed~ unless the amount 

fixed is so far out of proportion to what the plaintiff should 

recover as to evidence., passion or ~ rejudice on the part of the 

jury. Sutherland on Damages., Ed. 18821 Vol. l1 page 742., 

Drohn v. Bre·~1er, 77 Ill. 880; Smith v. Vh~n(~ert.~ch~ 70 Ill • ., 

426; Holmes v. ~o~1 64 Ill • ., 294. The effect on appellee 

was apparently somerrhat unusual. So far as disclosed~ no 

friends abandoned her., her brother testified that he did not 

believe the accusation and he still stands by her. Her fiance 

was not turned from her. Her counsel takes pains to mention 

in hie brief that they have since been married. These were 

the only t \'VO 1- ersons who heard the slander spoken on the only 

occasion "<7hen the proof .ill .~arrant finding that it w~s 

spoken at all 1 and the only persons who so far b s the evidence 

sho ',vS ever heard it., except when appellee l'"epeated it. Instead 

of nursing her hurt; she seems to have considered the incident 

an asset. She had been at one time a member of a traveling 

theatre troupe and endeavored to get a play written in which 

she mi~ht ar near as the star uerformer after she should have 0 -.... • 

beoo1.ne notorious through the trial of thi a case. She posed 
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for pictures for the newspapers illi th nev1s-

paper men concerning it~ and generall 

to create the im:Jression that she rather reveled in the situa-

tion that other:.riee. Another fact that would seem to indicate 

tha:t she ·;t~as inclined to be oblivious to public opinion and 

criticism is that she unhesitatingly a&nitted her engagement 

to marry a man who had already had an undivorced living wife1 as 

she knew~ and whom she knew had been convicted of having lived 

in a state of open and notorious adultery with another womano 

These things are not mentioned aa indicating that ap)ellee was 

laokino- in virtue~ ~t as t ~ndint.; to aug: est that this suit 

naY have been ·orosecuted in the 
w • ~ 

of gain tather than to 

recover recompense for i~·~wu 

v. Spangenberg~ 112 Ill., 140, the Supreme Court said: 

"Where a plaintiff entitled to vindictive damages offers 
no evidence of the defendant's wealth with a view of enhancing 
them~ he in eff eot says, "I ask no·· damages against the defen­
dant except as a mere individual 1 without any regard to hia 
pro~erty or est taJ ~hether it be much or little"~- and in 
that kind of a case the jury have no right to give any more 
damages than they would if it had affirmatively appeared that 
defendant nas without pecuniary resources." 

There ~as no proof offer3d of the financial worth o 

a;pellant~ and the question Tihether the verdict is excessive 

must be determin ·:d a a if she Yvere kno1vn :to be penniless . 

Besson v. C~saard Co.J 16? Ill. App. 561. From every con-

sideration of this record, as it stands., we are forced to the 

concluei~n that the verdict ~x~x and judgment are eo grossly in 

excasz of ~hat appellee ought to recover as to indicrte that the 

jury were influenced in fixing the amount by assion or prejudice. 

Other errors are oomplo.ine of by a ... :>pellant , but none 

of them in our judgment are of suffioi ant inr:-:;ortance to warrant 

extending this opinion for their discussion. 

Because the damagee fixed by the jury c~re grossly 

exoeesive 1 the judgment of the 6ixcuit Court is reversed and 

the Cb.use ~·emanded. 

REVERSED ArJD REHANDED. 
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HARRY PRATT JUDSON 

Deans 

fHOMAS CHROWDER CHAMBERLIN 

ALICE FREEMAN PALMER 
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MARION TALBOT 

FmmJ.,d by JOHN D ROCKEFELLER 

WILLIAM R. HARPER, President 

CHICM;O ·wovember 12, !894. 

Dear President Happer, 

I have examined carefully the cards givinr t he residences 

of the women undergraduate students. There are several about which I feel~ a 

little uncertain, but I will make personal in~uiries at the t1me of reristration 

and then report to you if, 1n my judgment, there are cases which need your at~ 

tent ion. 

I find"that Miss Faith B. Clarit, who lived at Bu echer Hall last 

year, is now livinv at The Colonies and, the last I knew, was taking her meal~ at 

a rest aurant • Even though she he.s the chaperonare of a graduate student, Miss 

Porter, I am not wholly satisfied with the arrangement, pru"ticularlT· as it is ru-

mored that she is engaged to a University student. It seems to me that this is 

a case a bout which you should know the details, a s I personally do not feel like 

taking any of ~-he responsibility v.rithout the knowledge of the p:"..rents, Dr. and 

Mrs. Clark of Rockford, Lllinois . 

Faithfully yours, 

·-~.,......,,_,,.~""'"" 
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THE FACULTY OF 

ARTS, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF T~E DEANS OF WOMEN 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 

l ebruary 25, 1895, 

Dear Presi ent Harper, \ 
Misr: Anderson and T 'Fish to familiarize ourselves ~,tJ/'the 

proposed athletic rules. Is there a copy which we can have? will you 

kindly have it sent to rne soon, in order· that we may consider matter before 

the meetinv of the Board this week~ 

I am thinking of inviting Mrs. Flower to receive with me in March , 

and to show her then some of the special features of our Uni~ Please let 

me know if there is any reason why this should not be done. 

I am planninr to spend the examination days and the vacation week 

in Boston, and hope that I can learn the decision of the Trustees aa to my posi-

tion next year before I go home, as it will have a be~ring on some decis .... ons ' o be 

made bv my family. I w_ll go to vou at any time you may appoint. 

Faithfully yours, 

\ 
J 





THE FACULTY OF 

ARTS, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE 

FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 

OFFICE OF THE DEANS ~ m:ue mnibct£litn of <rruirago 

CHICAGO June 3 , 1895 . 

t 

Dear President Harper, 

Miss Cary tells me t that she would be glad to have the a·wointment 

which has been offered her reconsidered for tbe following reasons:- She \~S ori-

ginally appointed •assistant to Dean Talbot" and accepted the position with the 

understanding vli th me th~ t 'part of ber duty would be 

the work of my depart . , which ~he i,s des
1

:trous to make her 

r the terms of pror~ ed her time should be 

etween the two Deans. The time fall in _ to my share would not be 

ient for theadministrativo and social duties which with our in-

ers of students will continue to be reavy. We both a r· roe, not only 

be able to nake progress in her special field of work, but that it 
. aM-d 

will be impossible for .. te to rive eight courses ina ddition do all the necessary 
" 

work in preparinf experiments, taKin~ care of the laboratory, and overseeing indi-

vidual students, in which I Lave had her assistance. 

I would suggest three possible modifications: -

I. A rea.ppointm.ent on the old basis~ 

2. The proposed appointment with the understanding that she give one hour daily 

to Dean Bulkleyl" 

3. An a ppointment as assistant. to the Dean of Graduate Women and assistant in 

Sanitary Science with remuneration of $ISO 00 in each position and room and board 

for her assistance in the common work of the Women's Houses and general oversight 

of the Quadranr;le which falls to me as senior Head of the I1ous2s. 

The last arrangement is of course the one which would be most sati~ 

factory to me, especially in view of the fact that ihe aid of m assistant is th.e 

only remuneration I have as Doan. Moreover, I feel that the compensation woul d 

be verv moderate for the service rendered by Miss Cary, whic r. has been invaluable 



in helping develop the standards and traditions which we are anxiolls to establish 

for our women. 

Faithful.lv yours, 

/hl ct--r~~ 



THE FACULTY OF 

ARTS, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEANS OF WOMEN 

CHICAGO J une 

Dea r Pr es i d en t Ha rper , 

The mGmbe r s of Kellv Hot< s 0 ar~ qnite uis ,· a t i~5f i ed that their rooms 

are not prov i ded wi t h buroaus, a s is done i n Be e chcr and Foster Halls . Dr. Good-

speed has told me t hat i f a f ormal ap}Jl icat ion sLaltild be mat.le i t would p ro babl" 

be favor able c onsid ~ r eJ . 

ch i i' foni eres similar t o t:hose that were bought l a st year for Beecher Hall be pur-

chased and p laced in Kelly Pall. We have already seven bul'eaus, and it is possi-

ble that we may be cb lo to get along with this proposed ,.J l.LiG:it'i."'on: ·,, ...... ~."-·-·~ .. --·-
,rr~~·~· 

i'AJ 

trul Y y OU'1:i( : 
./1 A , 

{ a/'"«c'"~ ~ _ 

Very 

'J 
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THE FACULTY OF 
ARTS, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE 

OPPICE OP THE DEAN OP WOMEN 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

~be mnihet~it~ of <!!1Jicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

CHICAGO February 29, I8gG. 

Dear Pre sident Harpe r, 

,!iss Pratt wo u ld h a ve been my nomineo, if I had not t Lought of f.Hss 

Crandall, "'ho now, in view of the spGcial circUY'Istances, see ~. s to me greatl•.r to be 

pref e rred. I tenov: on the be st authority tl. a t the trouble s at Beecher Hall vere 

due to a VJrOrlf! interpret a tion of the ri ghts of self- fOVernrnent granted under the 

J1 ouse ore:ani zation and t here was no one who had the knowledge to set thinr- s rirht. 

I a m confident that there was no "defiance of authoritv" intended; otherwise I 

s l.ould instantlv and unre servedl ~r wi t hdra w the su~gestion. Vhll vou not have a 

pe t· sonal talk •:1it L ~.Hss Crandall!. T.Le jud gment of Mr. f.~ill er, the H ~mse Counsel-

lor, I t hint<: would be very helpful. 

Faithfully vours, 

I 





THE FACULTY OF 
ARTS, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF WOMEN 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Dear President Harper, · 

FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEF~"LER 
~ 

CHICAGO May 23 , I 89 6. 

I do not think tnt the problem of carinr: ;· or students th· ourh eon-

vocation day would be a ve ry serious one. \ e are , of course, entirely free 

from anv responsibilitv except for those who are to ta~e dep-reos. I t hi n k tt1 i s s 

Yeomans' plan, as we talied it over, is entirely practicable. We have been much 

trovbled by stuaents staying on and taking their own time about leaving their 

rooms, and it has been almost impossible to get the Halls in proper condition for 

the new-comers. There is an enormous amount of ry:bbish left in the rooms after 

the life of the college year. I think we smuld requir t~ every foom to be riven 

up on the cveninp: of .June 24U. The announcement should allo be made that those 

who expect to take degr e es may ma ke sp~dial arranp-ements with Miss Yeomans to re-

main in the Halls throug:h tonvocation day. They can then remove their furniture, 

pictures, books and other belonging-s during the early part of vacation week and 

keep only such possessions a s are absolutely necessary. It seems to me that we 

sho uld not be compelled or even arrec to receive new comers before June 30th. 

Our staff of service has a hard v:eek of work at the best. As there are always a 

few late - corners , their rooms could be used by students stavinr ove1·, the adjustment 

beinp· left entirely to Miss Yeomans. 

1!. 

I hope that this v:ill s• em a fair arrange-

rront to vou as it does to us. I am rlad to report tM Miss Wallace is thinking 

of remaininr. in the Universitv throup-h the entire stX:lmer, as she is too anxious 

about her mother's health ta leave for_ Europe before September, and she is sure 

that she will find it profitable to wor:{ hr~ re with Dr. Pietsch•l should feel en-

tirely f,atisfied to leave Kelly Hall in her charge. houyL the unders tanGlinris 

that I shall not be called upon to f' ive up my r •> oms duJ .~..n r any brltef absence, I 





THE FACULTY OF 
ARTS, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF WOMEN 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 

CHICAGO 

should be glad to have her use mv study, provided she could also have a bedroom 

upstairs . 

Faithfullv yours , 





THE FACULTY OF 
ARTS, LITERATURE, AND SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF WOMEN 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

CHICAGO June 9, I896. 

Dear President llarper, 

As the senior woman officer of the University, I would be very glad 

to have the honor of entertaining Mrs. Pockefeller at dinner on July Is t . I 

enclose a list of proposed vue sts. If this suggestion does not accord with your 

wishes or plans, I shall be quite ready to modify it. It is J:~ossible that it 

mifht be as interesting to her to see the students in their home life as to meet 

more official guests at a formal dinner. 

Faithfullv yours, 

) 
I 
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October· 11, 1898. 

Dear Dr. Harper;--

The "voice of the people" seem to be proclaiming me Head of 

Green Eouse. Is n't it time for you and me to have a voice in the 

matter! I am stating positivel)r that no decision has as yet been 

made. 

Is there any thine· for me to do in regard to the furnishing 

of tte bed-rooms! I presume the orders should be placed very soon, 

if not immediately; and I have some suggestions to maKe, based on the 

experienc~we have already had. 

,·· 
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CHICAGO May lD, 1904. 

fly dear President Harper;--

The enclosed letter surprises rre a good deal. 

I do not understand what the architects have to do with 

the details of furnishing, and certainly the Woman's Com-

mission, as such, is not in the le&st qualified to de-

cide upon such matters. Two or three of our exper1en~ed 

am t raintid people here in the quadrangles are the ones 

to do it with the least waste of time and money. 

Very truly yours, 





THE FACULTiES OF 

ARTs, l.lfEffATURE, AND s(lftNCE \tbe 'Ulnt\?ets1t)2 of abfcago 
OFFICE OF FOUNDED BY JOHN D, ROCKEFELLER 

THE DEAN OF WOMEN 
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Oc ~ o be r l ) , 19 04 

( 
dea~ Ai .. ~; 

' 
,/'~· 

., regret very· !!'luch that :1 t should 

I shall 

oech .. "lionally o .... J .p ~~hrouch o ,r hands , hnt it is r· good 

thjng ~~o1~ us to 1;e call·:.d ~.o t!111.e when :!t aocs. 

T11ankinr.~ you very 111 ch for your not,jce ofY t'· e ~att~r , 

Yo~1 rs very· t n1ly, 

H. P. ·chandler 
Secretary to the President 
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resolv:tions 

meetir:g. 

w4r llluiurr 
lliuunllrb by 

®ffiu n' 

-
QI~iragn December 8, 1904 

arn sending you a copy of the 

Senior College Council at a recent 

The Presjdent approves the res0ltAtion and has 

desired Mr.Judson, Mr.Shepa.rdson, and me to take steps toward 

the appointment of representative women students to act in 

official capacity at the coming Convocation reception or 

possibly the Convocation itself. It has seemed best to us, 

inasmuch as the matter· is one which concerns the women of the 

Uni versi t.y almost enti.rely to name a coznrrrl ttee of women in 
J 

the Fac'.Jlt~r to recornmend a course for us to :follov~ and we 

haye una.ninously agreed that Miss Talbot, Miss Wallace, Miss 

Reynolds, and .Miss Dudley should constitute that committee. 

May I ask you therefor·e if in connection wi ~ .h the other mem-

bers of the Faculty who are named, you will consider the 

matter presented and give us a. recommendation . 

Perhaps one or two statements of' our idea may help you 

to understc;~nd the situation. The fir·st thought was that the 

women to be appointed would serve merely as a co~nittee of 

ar r angements or entertainnent at the reception,inasmuch as 

it impressed us that they could hardly act with dignity at 



'.z t • .. 



']t t 

IDqr Uub :nity nf Qlqitttgn 
1l1nunb.r~ · Ju~n II. Eudt.rf.rll.rr 

f tlyt Jrt.awtut 

1 

the Cortvocation 1 tsel:f or take part in the procession. It has 

been suggested since, however, that instead of the paid ushers 

whom we h~ve employed heretofore at Convocation, the work of 

ushering be turned over to this group of representative women. 

Do you think that the plan is desirable? It seems more fitt-

ing now than at other times, in~~ sl!luch as the Convocation 

orator is to be Miss Addams . 

In the second place ( after the function of t h e new off~­

ccrz is dete~..nin ed) what name would you suggest"? The President 

desires that we adopt somethine different from the word 

~:C:~l!~~' inasmuch as 1)y long habit that has come to mean the 

men who do active work in the Cor1vocation procession. Usher - - -
seems not distinctive eno~l.gh o What would you think of the 

wor·d aide'? That has a feminine connotation and perhaps 

suggests the part which girls mi.ght play at the reception 

in assisting in a tactful 'Nay in the j ntroducti.on of guests 

and entertaj.nment or r- e t~ in general. 

In the third place, how large a number of girls would 

you suggest for appointment? Who should they be? In order 

that the various interests among the women may be represented, 

it has seemed to us that no number short of twelve would 

answer·. There are {)' i ve or ~ six.Jgirls' clubs in the nature o:f 

sorori !: ies which ought to be represented, but we should need 

to guard a grtinst over representation of a numerically small 





ID4t lltuiur iragn 
Jlhtuttbtil b Utr 

®ffirt ! 

clement in the University, so that it would seem to be 

necessary to have as l!lB.ny non-club girls, representative of 
~-- /...( j I I ~ 

less excluslve orga.ni:~ati ons like the 'lo:mans' Union, the 
h 

Women Students' Christian League, the Women's Athletic 
~ fl t r,., 

Association., and o-tn"e;!'""r~~s~w"""n' ,_ich will sugge.s-.t theL'lSelves . There-
\ 

fore twelve seems not too high a number . Finally, it will 

pro1)ably be thought best to make the appointment of women 

t in the capac i 'i. a:~ugg eH ted, at first only tentative - vha t is 
I ' t) "'f! t~ 

~-}~)?.,- vtfv ~o try ej r pe. 1 ticipation in the corrrlng Convocation as an 
(, z; ~ "P ct~ 

.~ .... ro ........ ·$experiment . If it works well, the plan may be made permanent 

as the marshalship is permanent • 
.. 

It will be a favor if t h ese points ean be considered ;1s 

soon as possible and a recommendation made, inasmuch as we 

must move ~ui·~kly to put the plah into operation this fall.Inasmuch 

further as some one must take the initiative in calling the 

Connni tt·ee of Faculty women together, may I ask if you will 

issue the swnmons n.nd act as Chairman? 

Yours very tculy, 



~ , 
'· 

_j 



... ~. 21, 190·"'· 

I do no think any-

on t.1 pla. tform. 

~.nd I __ ope that in tne :fu .. ;re ~ o 1 ill per.~ it .rours J.f to 

do 1:1ore of this kind of thine than in t.He J;:.: s • I ' 'Yt'I.S 

l :.cellent. Indeed~ it could not Lave rcen b 'tcr. 

YourH v~r. cordially, 

. Harpe 
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l.tbe 'Ulnt\lersttp of <tbtcago 
FOU N DED BY JO H N D . ROCKEFELLER 

"mce of tbe JDean of 'lll!lomen 

J.·: n r c h " , l " 14. • 

Presid~nt Earry Iratt Jucisor., 

~niver~ity or ~ticagc . 

~aar fresicent J~dscn: 

hc.-_re c:::.ll~c. u~cn ::1e tc tell :::e hat it is pr: . .Jcss-.: tc 

es~2~lish A rnemcr1al ~c ~er ih t~a ~ni7er~ity. ~er friends 

l~ink i ~ ·:'culC:. ~ D..PlJrcpri~:.e Lc have i L sym olicalrcf her 

social an~ frian~ly i~tcrests • 

.::ne SU£[ esticn ···;-..ich seems lc r·~ .... st 

favcr is thct it 1:::-:;:: l3.ntt~rn cr lamp in Ide. "eyes :·iall. 

ccurse tha~. Lh<;) [ift ·~· ... re made to h.sr:-:1.cnize -.i th ~he vie":s 

c.:' the '3.u:.:··lCriti s cf th8 Uni·; ersity? 

The suggestion sseos tc ne an ad-

1irabl-=; one , ... ut cf course nc fur~> .. er c:cticn ·:·.:.11 'he t::.t'<:en 

1.:;ntil ycur 8PI~r07:J.l is r 3ceivec . 

Very tr'.ll~· , 
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ttbe 'Ulni\'erait)2 of (tbicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

~mce ot tbe IDean of 'Wlomen 

Tovember 11th, 1914 • 

. resident Judson, 
The '"Jni versi ty of Chicago. 

ear "')res 1 d..ent tTud on: 

ri.Y trip to the . ·est~rn :ollege 

~~as suc.:!essfully made. I received a war ,. elco ue from 

the if ~·erent women t ere who had been member;:; o our 

commP!li ty and I am su "e · t 1at it ' as a g od thine; for 

me to go. 

was called on to represent tho 

·7ost at the ban uet and t ... · ... s oke to the satis-

action of tJe large company which was as~ombled, 

t'1ree :i1undred and fi ty who s~t do i\i.£1 and the st11dents 

·vho came in to hear the speeches. 

It was an auspicious oc~asion and 

I was glad to be c:; .. ble to c nvo~v your gre3tings. 

Very t~-, 





' Ch c ~o, ov 12, 19 4 

D r ~1 s .albot~-

I 'W 3.9 uch tar a. ln tho 

r por s 0 t l e n t e ,as !Olle e .. 

I s .. ery gl t a.t you coul o. 

i st '!r s e ' 
I a ' 

Very ruly yours, 

• J. - - • 

ean arion albo , 
~he University ot Chicago. 
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ttbe \Llntverait}? ot (tbicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

\Jmce ot tbe :u>ean of Wlomen 

"'"ovember 23,1914. 

Dear President Judson: 

In behalf of the women of ~ e 

University I . ould lih:e to rrange i'or a ~ meuting 

on the svbject " omen and · ar" wi tl :-iss Jane Addams 

,.rs. "'""et 1ick Lc.vr~rence and .,lsi.) 1reckinrid""e ~s spealP.::•rs. 

The meeting to be 'teld ii' pOS<'ible L.~. ":andel ne.ll on 

·~ednesday, December se ond , late in the c ter-nt on. 

1he sub~t1ct · s ot..e a· out ullich 

our \!Omen re think:in~ and believe it advisrble for 

t11em to hoar spe 1ters who \ill l~c.ve constructive measures 

to s•,ggest. 

opin~;.. that this ~r;(.""'",..estion wilJ 

meet ith your approval, I am, 

resident Jud on, 
The n·versity o Chicago. 





-- --~--------~ 

Ohic~ o , ov~mbar 23, 191 . 

Dea 'iss lbO't:-

our no a ot t a 23d 1 t. 1 a 

and. Of course go on ith t c o tin if yo ~i h. 

it . ill bo all to notify r. obartson. o e..t yo 

. ay be s :r o have the reaerv-t:on or tha hall • 

Very truly yours, 

R. P •• - -. 

Dean ar1on al ot, 
~1e Univ ruity of 0 1cago. 
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\tbe 'lllnt\1erstt~ of <tbtcago 
CHICAGO, I LLINOIS 

@tfice of tbe ~test~ent 

hic"go, J ~uary 2 , 1917 

e~r iss ~albot:-

, I u erstand that the lect _es b 

nine uhom I have had some cor~es-

the fol owing: 

YOUTH • ~D SOC IE~Y 

• The ocial and Bio ogical Evolution of Sex. 
I t s s i gn · f i c ·1 nc e t o t h rae e a.n to 
t e indi vi 1al. 

I • The Period of Preado escence 
~ormal sex ~anifestations in chil hood. 
Lthics of the school room. 

I • Ph sical ~nd ~ental Ch n~cs of ' ol seance 

IV . A oloscent Ethics 

v. 

VI . 

H y g i en e o f the I magi nat i on 

The U ~0cessrry Evil. 
0 ~ · 1 p ases of prostit~tion and von ea 
d · ase 

Choice of t'";o 
Eugenics an 

or 

ectures 
H ro · ty 

, 
Love an Marriage and t1e Art of Livinu 

t ·s ~Y und standine that these are ann u ce 

for the w men of the Univers"ty. It seems to me that by 

11 :placing these lectures in da ~o es Ha ... l control over 
ctl 

ttendance at the lectures will be better established 





~be 'Ulnt"eratt}l of <tbtcago 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

"mce of tbe lDtest~ent 

than b~ announcing in the 7eekly Calendar an elsewher 

that on_y women will be adm:tted to the lectures . The 

nevrs a er re rt rs ,,ill d ubtless be ver bus' a. so. 

s ~e cours is a noun ed. shall s ggest to m· s 

su_l"van hat onl the first line of v ..... e i ividu 

r 
1 ctures be publish d in the · eekly ale da_. ve you 

any furthe l"mitati nor sugce t: bef re we a.nou1ce 

these in the ~ r on and on t e bu let · n bo~rds? 

• A·-· • - :r • ~ .. ecret ..... r'T to t 10 Pres· dent 

lliss arion ~lbot 





\tbe 'Ulnt\lerait}2 ot ~bicago 
@tfice of tbe JDean of 'UU\omen 

r.l arch 1 J , 1919 • 

Dear President Judson: 

The enclosed statement for7arded by you has 

rested on my desk because of my uncertainty as to vhat 

reply should he mRde. :ust at present I would be will-

ing to AYlCOUrn~e any plan for the ~rODOtion or better 

understanding ar.nong the scholars of different national-

i -ties and I do not rnuch care whether an enc o·,rJrnent is for 

I J 
study in :Sngland, South Africa or C1reenland, · or in v1hcse 

mer'lory i -i:. is established, although r iss Sidr;wick' s pors-

anality and interests seem to .ne p rticularly worthy of 

• -4.. recop;11l. v.lOYl. I rould be glad to make a personal contri-

bution to the fund and to r.1 ake it J<novn nr:ong- other women 

whor.1 she net here in Cl"icar;o, provided I run furnished 

'lith nublic.ity !"ln.tt .., r 

v r~ry truly' 





\tbe 'Ulni\lerstt}? ot <.tbtcago 
@fftce of tbe Wean of 'Ulllomen 

January 5, 1920. 

Dear President Judson: 

I am very happy to know that the 

proposition t~ have a visi+.ing nurse is under 

consideration. I think she should be the 

typa or person who couln h~lp us in the p:eneral 

social situation or students who are not 

under our direct supervision. In other words, 

the power to size up a situation wh~n a 

student is reported absent on account of ill­

ness and place the student under proper care, 

as, for example, in a hospital, is more important 

than very great technical skill in nursing. If 

a room can be spared at ~r een\vood it would be 

desirable to have her there. 

Assuring you or my eagerness to eon­

tribute in any way that I can towards solving 

this problem, I am 

ery truly, 

~/U/Z: c ~u 
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wtill further t hEt if t e ne ~ Chffipdign brlngE , ac 

e very much .t.ope , t.noueande of r. ifte for the 

Univerei ty _ unde , it " · :- t no t be pQtEi ble to uumi t 

to e1ery onor he manner 1n hich puLlicity ~ .ould 

be iven t~ his d~nation . :L e Univ~rsity , e:Ll.o I 

ar ... EU "~. this :i.nclu ee t e Secretary , haE be ... >n ;n:ry 

car ful in all pub icity, not onlu to Etate the 

facts ·· cc racy , bu -4 t :J E. tat tberH i a ay 

~ic .ould be :-eaEi e; t~ ~h-' enr:rcus 1ri:.d~ . I 

a ... ~orry , I rep\,;at. t .4:.;.t J..n t 1_. f i':f v~:.l1C€, . ':&.ve 

.ot E: e t,; ,. t.d to su ·ceed in my e ffor 

Y:ur~ very truly, 

Secrr· c. "ry . 
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