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' the ·: • . woulf.. inclieate this , for I understand th!' t it was 

bought by :~r .... ~er at the tine of tLe \7or1d ' s :B"'air of 18 3 

under the s1prosition that it was an orig.:.nal letter of Vespuc-

ci . 

r.:or over tncre i2 a11other sort of evidence '\7hich in-

validates ~he authenticity . respucci di ea. o'n Feb . l ( • S . 

1512 at Se\"ille1 '"' li t~t1e over th:reo months afte:r the date of 

this document. Dn:.:L11e the last : ears of h · s life he vn-ta in 

the service o:~ S :J in , and fror.1 1508 to 1511 was piloto mayor in 

the Spai1ish ad .... -5._ Jalf ty . It iB vary unlLrnly that he was over i:n 

l1 lo1·ence dm:-i11g these years . Finally the ex:idorseme1 t i~ the ~.cso 

of t:ie d.ocument (by a cl er<: ( '?) ) definitely s ta"': os ·~ts pul .. I)Ort / 

and tlere is no mGntion wlmte er of Ve .ucci . In this conclusion 

I ha7e i10t rc'Ji;~a upor1 !!!J- own judgme11t alone , l.mt have consulted 

.Prof . :Pietsch a11d '"';r . ~.:a.rt in 8 reJ1gline , both of ~ihcm are expert 

:paleogra:phe:cs . 

S~,,..."..,...,..I.l.· 'Y1 ° na., 1· + L ..... .1...r.-: I.I C . .u , '-'- v 

There is no reason whateve:r ·or ~ir . Cigrand.' s as -

/OUld be lJ11fortunate to h9V6 t.,ie document pUl)li c}led 

as a veritable letter of the discoverer . 

Ve-:cy tn1ly yours , 

L. .. nclosures . • 
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the Ha•kell 

o t.end 

our courtesy. I 

Very t 

r. J. • Thompson, 
h Univ rsity of Ch c go. 





T~E U~1v'E R_SITYOf C~IC,AGO. 

(J 

......... "'",:, •.Jcr..:...u lh .fJLa..L:;L.LLc::i1 cu.uL1u1 u..L Lue 1atJor111g-
people about the office. They are the ones 
Who were first to complain a out the assess­
ment f~r the ourse fund. 

HONORS FOR PROI•'ESSOR THOJIPSON. 

His '.l'l1esis to Ile Presentetl Dc•fol'e a 
J1'renl'l1 Acud~1uy, 

James Westfall Thompson, assistant in his­
tory at the Uniyersity of Chicago, has re­
<'eived substantial evic1ence of the high es­
iteem in which western educators are held by 
Europ~an scholars. Professor Thompson 
.seine time ago sent the thesis for his doctor of 
:J!hilosophy degree to Profel'sor Achille Lu­
chaire, of the UniYersity of Paris, for exam­
ination. An autograph letter has been re­
ceiveu by the author fr-0m Professor Luchalre 
acknowledging the receipt of the wmk, and 
further stating that the thesis has been so 
favorably commented Ul)On as to warrant its 
rresentation before the Prench -~caclemy of 
Moral and Political Sciences. 
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rober , 1910 

r r. 'l'hompaon:-

Th nclo d oor ond no ill Xr>l in it t. 

1 n it s ceiv d early everybody out of the c.t .. y. I m 

,,ondering ~hether h might be ir .. rour .in • Ot co roe c 

ul be glad to . c omn:o te r. Cigre.nd i.i. po iblo. 

. t o y, tho t er if gonuino vu a writ hn no ... ng b . 

t 

1511, nd he d d I bHlieve in ·ebru 1512. 

Mr. J. • Thompson. 
The University ot C•1ieago; 
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~tffce ot tbe ]Dreetoent 

Referred to_'~------------

Please 

I . Dispose of as you think best. 

2. Answer and retain in your files . 

3. Answer and return with carbon of reply for 
our files. 

4. Return with answer on President's stationery 
for him to sign. 

5. Return 
a) With information called for in writing. 
b) With suggestion of answer in writing. 
c) Comment in writing. 

6. Return and arrange for personal interview. 

7. Follow through-and report. 

8. Initial and return (sent for information only). 
9. Accept __ Decline. 

IO. Send to _______ _ ____ with 
covering letter. 

II. File under ____________ _ 

I2. Make _ _ __________ copies. 

Send to 

IJ . Remarks. 

ast I have been mildly campaigning to promote 

the Univeraity.Oxford,Cambridge and Paris have 

ry of science)and it has see~ed to me a great op-

ago to anticipate that developn1ent in America,and 

ke a beginning I compiled a list of the mo$t import-

bject,and sent it to Mr Hanson in the hope that the 

,s I had discovered that no department was willing 

fat line.That list is still in Misa Ver Nooy's desk. 

have found that nr Mc Lean is also intensely inte~ 

th far more justice t han I. I trust that it may 

1u the hope that something progressive may soon be 

o Unf ortvnately most of the men in the science dep-

rability of introduci ~g such a course.It would seem 

t years has almost destroyed that corr1won body of 

(nowledge-- and the relation ~hich exists between . 

r them all together,has largely been lo st. 

utler in his last report gives notice that Coluinbia 

urse as I have suggested above.The enclosed excerpt 

r

rican Assoc.of University professors. 

Verv trulv vou s 
"The College Faculty is now prepared to go a step farther, and 

as soon as the material is prepared, to introduce a second course of 
this general character in the form of an Introduction to Modern 
Science. This course will offer to the undergraduate a systematic 
and w-tll-knit exposition of the fundamental assumptions, laws, and 
metho~s of modern science, and will serve as the best possible intro­
duction to the closer study of some particular science. It is often 
remarked that while for sixty years past immense sums have }?een 
spent ~pon natural science, and while the natural sciences have in 
that period rendered service to mankind that is literally enormous, 
no substantial headway has been made in bringing the general or 
popular mind under the influence of scientific ideals. It may fairly . 
be asked whether an explanation of this curious result is not to be 
sought in the fact that the study of science has been and is so highly 

ecialized." . . . 
N. M. BUTLER, President. 
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course abroad and receive credit for this work, · 
pleted, toward the baccalaureate degree. We 
anticipated and in some measure met all, or ne 
culties which present themselves in such a plan 

"If one of our specific aims is to. create, event 
voir of college trained business men upon whom 
ernment may draw for work that involves a kn 
guages and customs of other countries, we mu 
are likely to go into business when they finish t 

"We therefore conclude that any plan for fo 
to reach significant numbers, and is to be sure t 
business man, must be made available for under 
not depend upon scholarships or fellowships. T 
course has become the accepted period of non­
education for the average American. At the e 
the boy is going into business, he wants to 



Dear President Burton: J_J. 

For two years past I have been mildly campaigning to promote 

an interest in the his~ory of science in the University.Oxford,Cambridge and Paris have 

each established chai~s of the history of science)and it has seeEed to me a great op­

portunity for the University of Chica.go to anticipate that developrr1ent in America, and 

be the first so to do.In order to make a beginning I compiled a list of the mo$t import-

ant works, standard works,upon the .subject,and eent it to Mr Hanson in the hope that the 

general library might acquire them,as I had discovered that no department was willing 

to expend its appror;ria.tion along that line.That liet is still in Misfl Ver Nooy' s deek. 

Now to my great delight I have found that rr Mc Lean ie also intensely int r-

ested in promoting the matter,an.d with far :more justice t han I. I trust that it may 

not see tr bold of me to express to you the hope that something progressive may soon be 

done for the history of science here. Unfortunately most of the men in the science dep-

'1.rtments are indiff rent to the desirability of introduci ng such a course.It would seem 

that intense specialization in recent years has almost destroyed that conunon body of 

scientific interest and scientific knowledge--and the relation which exist between 

t he variou~ sciences ,the content of them all together,has largely been lo st. 

I observe that President Eutler in his laet report gives notice that Columbi 

is about to introduce juet such a course as I have suggested above.The enclo ed excerpt 

is from the last Bulletin of the American Aeeoc.of University Professors. 

Very truly yours 
~ sa tisfactor 
hink that ril 24, 1925 
rly all, of 

tally, a gr 
~ommerce 

:raduates a 
he four-yea 

professionalj 
d of four y 
;tart to 'ge 
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COP! 

April 29, 1924 

Ky de8r Mr• Thompson: 

l have your interesting letter concerning 

the offering of courses i n the History of Science. 

I am glad that both you and Dr. McLean are 

interested in the matter. ay I suggest th a t you 

or Dr. McLean, or both, consult 9ith ~r. Tufts 

awout the matter, especially as to where the 

course would be listed, how and how soon it 

could be introduced and who could give it? I 

entirely approve the ~dea in itself, and as 

soon as there are funds available I should 

be glad to consider it in relation with other 

si ilar matters. Is this the kind of a thing 

for which we could get a special gift? 

Very truly yours, 

Mr. J. • ThomEson 
University of hicago 

EDB:HP 

(Signed) Ernest D. Burton 
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. r. Th0Ulp$On: -

. ~~ 't~ 
~ ,U our/ not 1> of J 11rw !il'Y 11th, transmit t i7lg the review 

of your book relating to the Huguenots, lf&u recetvod. cmd I fon~h 
~ 

not b~um aclrno-.lec.:ged. 

I th .nk yo.'- fof' t 10 r'<'cum<n1 ii."l question. 

Ur. 1 Thompson, 
tiH. Univo .. sit y of Uhiel:lgO. 
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Ci1icago , :l:ll . 

ctober 7th , 19lt . 

resident Harry Pr~t Judson , 

The ... J11i versi ty ·of Chica~ ... o , 

Dear President J~dson:-

I have succeeded in d eci ·:1hering 

the fac-s.:..mile docume11t sent to you by Dr. c.:.c-1"ard a11d alle _ed 

to be an autograph lotter of .Ar1erieo Vespucci su. f::.ciontly to 

establish the fact tl1a ~ it is not a letter but the mi mites of 

a procedure concen1ed. ·with an election affair in l~lorence iri 

1511 . The ori · inal is ir1 bad. shape owin~ to fading and to 

creases in the paper w1ich make a nur ier of wor s or par~s of 

words il, ~gi1:lc . There ·re eight 1m1:i.es attached , four o:r wh~.ch 

have seals . The dom.u:rnnt , the te t of wl..ich , ab :··ar as it is 

pos si l)le to ma :e out , is da t cl ... ~ov . 1 , 1511 . 

r . Cigrand is evidently in error. Tho document 

itself has not:hj1J~. to o "'7:ith nie1ieo \lcs::_)uc·!i and I ar. o:Z the 

opinio11 that t ... e possessor of it has bee ... ~ fraud.ulentlt.' imrosed 

upon . ~t the bottom of the document in another and later 

ha:nd are adde(l. t 10 words: 

"F00 _~mtonins olim Anastasi us secreta:rius (!,) ... . erie;1 a.e · . 
Vespucii cancell . extract ., scripsi(?). 

The internal evic1ence shous that the document .:.E. not 

a let~er and there is nothing to show that it ever pertained to 

Vespucci , 1rnyond the staterr·ent made at the botto. . '£he fact 

that t1:is di··fers in both fon1 of hanrluJ.:·iting and. color of i k at 

once excites suspicion . It is evidently consiaerably later than 

the original writing and I am inclined to believe was added in re-

c xit times by some u11scrup11lous dealer Tiho imitated ~ :r. anc:l ent 

hand in order to dispose of it nore readily . ~le history of 
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