
SIR HERBERT TREE'S SEASON 
AT THE 

ILLINOIS THEATRE 
65 East Jackson Boulevard, Chicago 

Owned and Operated by 

AMUSEMENT COMPANY OF ILLINOIS 

HARRY J. POWERS 
ROLLO TIMPONI · 

Mr. R. P. Judson, 
Chiecgo, Ill . 

Mydear Mr . J'udson: -

Resident Director and Manager 
Business Manager and Treasurer 

20 November 1916 

It is now almost twenty years since I last 
appeared in Chicago and it gives me great pleasure to 
announce that arrangements have been made with the man
agement of the Illinois Theatre for my production here of 
Shakespeare's nHenry VIII" for a limited number of perfor
mances beginning Monday, November 27. On the first night 
only we will also gi·ve a Falstaff scene from "Henry IV." 

During my occupancy of His Ma,jesty' s Theatre, 
London, it has been my custom to give a Shakespearea~ 
festival each year. Last spring, owing to conditions 
at home, we celebrated our festival in New York City. 

In reviving "Henry VIII" I ha ·e endeavored 
to re-create as far as possible the lif~ and atmosphere 
of Henry's time. This production was ftrst seen at His 
Ma,jesty' s Theatre in London, where it eipjoyed a. longer 
run than any Shakespeare play in any country, and is to 
be given here exactly as in England. I have the pleasure 
to announce that Miss Edith Wynne Matthison will again 
appear as · Q,ueen Katharine and Mr. Lyn He.rding as King 
Henry, while I shall be seen as Cardinal Wolsey. 
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SIR HERBERT TREE 
IN 

SHAKESPEARE'S 

"HENRY VIII" 

IN AMERICA 1916-1917 

Harry Pratt Judson, Esq., 
President, 
University of Chicago, 
City. 

Dear Sir: 

Illinois Theatre, 
Chicago, Ill. 

18 November 1 t 16 

J 

As you may know, Sir H~rbert Beerbbbm Tree, Eng and's 
foremost actor-manager, is to make his first appearance in Chicago 
in twenty years at tee Illinois Theatre beginning Mong.a.y-, November 
27th, in his nrod.uction of Shake neare' s "Henry VI I-." 

As Sir Herbert's revival of this seldom-acted play has 
much interest for your students and teachers both from a literary. 
and hi }torical standpoint, we are very anxious to bring his Chicago 
engagement before the attention of the University. 

Would it be pogsible for me to see you or your representati~ 
personally this week to see what we can do in this matter? An 
interview would be greatly appreciated and needless to say, woulnheet 
your convenience. Because of Tuesday afternoon being press day,l;hould 
per~er it not to fall that afternoon. 

A phone message or letter addressed to the Illinois Theatre 
will reach me. Thanking you in advance for your kind c )nsideration, 
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SIR HERBERT TREE 
IN 

SHAKESPEARE'S 
''HENRY VIII" 

IN AMERICA 1916-1917 

Mr · David A. Robertson , 
Chicago, Il l . 

Dear Mr . Robertson : 

Illinois Theatre 
Chicago , Il l. 

29 Irovember 1916 

As lt is sometimes difficult to get you by 

j 

1phone, am drupping you this line , to remind you t l1at we want you 

t o get in to see "Henry VIII . , 11 and if you will kindly advise me 

whe1 this will be convenier t for you , shali be very pleased to have 

seats left for you at the box office of the theatre . I f conveni en t 

to you , may I suggest that you make this early in thefveek , as the 

better seats are generally sold out for the latter par t o f t he week ? 

Thanking you for your kind interest , 
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