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THE IJLAIN CITIZENS. 
------~--------

A politico-social organization , having for its object the solution of a grave, national problem, namely, Ho-..v to Abolish Compulsory Poverty . 

All letters should be addressed to 
DR. STRPIIRN H. EMMii:NS. 

HEAD OFFICE 
01' 

GROUP No. 1 OF THE AcTIVE MEMBERS, 
128 Washington Building, 

1 B R 0 A D \ ?V A ·y. 

I· 

New York City, N. Y., .·----'"~Oh····2 -ls-t .. , ......... 1896. 

President w. R. Harper D.D. 

University of Chicago. 

De~ Si~, 

~. Hugo A. strong has shown me your letter to him of the lZt-h 

Inst; and, on behalf of the Plain Citizens, I have to tl1ank you for 

your cordial expression of sympathY with our movement. 

Early n xt month we shall issue, nnder thentitle of "The 

Sixteenth Amendmentu a oomplete arro-t ot: the constitutional change we - ----~ ~.;.. ,.,..~ -
·•·"'1-'10 .... > ~ • ~·-.. , .~,-· 

suggest accompru1ied by a presentation of arguments and facts in support 

of the same. This will, I think, aonvince you that what we propose is 

both prope~ and f asible. 

I enclose herewith a docmnent which will, perhaps, prove 

interesting to you and your Faculty and some o~ your advanced students. 

You:r r s FaithfUlly, 

I 
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.ONE Tf-IOUSAND DOLLARS IN PRIZES. 

The P LAl l CiTIZENS offer five prizes, of Tvw Hundred Dollars each, for the 
fi ve best essays that may be submitted to them on the following subjects, namely : 

1. A Statistical Essay, showing the "National Cost of Compulsory 
Poverty in the United States." 

2. An Essay on the "Needlessness of Taxation in the United States, " 
showing what are the resources of the Federal and State Governments in 
lands, minerals, water-power and other forms of wealth, and how the 
same may best be utilized for the benefit of the people at large. 

3· An Essay on ''Non-Competitive Government Production," show­
ing, in practical detail, how a Federal Department of Labor can best pro­
vide employment for the compulsorily idle poor of the United States, 
without cost to the nation or undue interference with private enterprise. 

4· An Essay on ''The Rousing of the Nation," showing how popu­
lar enthusiasm may be most speedily awakened in favor of the abolition 
of compulsory poverty. 

5· An Essay on the "Philosophy of Dumbness,' ' showing why 
Ministers of Religion, University Professors, Politicians, Mugwumps, 
Socialists, Salvation Soldiers, Christian Endeavorers and Leaders of Trades 
Unions refrain from pronouncing themselves on the subject of a national 
attempt to abolish compulsory poverty. 

The essays must be typewritten, on one side of the paper only; and no essay 
must contain less than rs,ooo or more than 2o.ooo words. Figures and tables will 
be reckoned as equivalent to the number of words that would be required for the 
same space. 

All essays presented for competition must be sent to Group I of the PLAii' 

CITIZENS, at I Broadway, New York City, not later than the JISt of May next. 
Each essay must be signed by some distinguishing word or words, and must 

be accompanied by a sealed envelope bearing the same word or v.rords on the out­
side, and containing the writer's name and address. Care must be taken to avoid 
all statements or allusions that may indicate the authorship of an essay prior to the 
adjudication. 

Each competitor has the privilege of competing for all or any number of the 
prizes offered, and may submit one or more essays accordingly. 

In judging the essays, regard will be had to literary merit as well as to the 
marshalling of facts, figures and arguments. 

The adjudication will be made by Dr. Stephen H. Emmens on behalf of the 
PLAIN CITIZENS, and will be announced, both by circular to all the competitors and 
by public advertisement, prior to the JISt of July next. The prizes will be paid 
immediately after such announcement. 

The successful essays, and the right of publishing the same, will become the 
property of Dr. Stephen H. Emmens, as representing the PLAIN CITIZENS. 

The unsuccessful competitors will have the right of appeal to any three persons 
of literary eminence whom they may select, and who may be willing to act without 
fee ; and if such per~ons be unanimously and reasonably of opinion that any of the 
prizes should have been awarded to any of the unsuccessful essays. the PLAIN 

CrTIZJ•:Ks will give duplicate prizes accordingly. 

Signed, on behalf of the PLAIN CITIZENS, 

I BROADWAY, STEPHEN H. EMMENS. 
New York City, N.Y. 

Ft:bruary 29tlt, I8q6. 





. ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS IN PRIZES. 

The PLAIN CrriZENS offer five prizes, of Two Hundred Dollars each, for the 
five best essays that may be submitted to them on the following subjects, namely : 

1. A Statistical Essay, showing ·the "National Cost of Compulsory 
Poverty in the United States. " 

2. An Essay on the "Needlessness of Taxation in the United States, " 
showing what are the resources of the Federal and State Governments in 
lands, minerals, water-power and other forms of wealth, and how the 
same may best be utilized for the benefit of the people at large. 

3· An Essay on ''Non-Competitive Government Production, " show­
ing, in practical detail, how a Federal Department of Labor can best pro­
vide employment for the compulsorily idle poor of the United States, 
without cost to the nation or undue interference with private enterprise. 

4· An Essay on ''The Rousing of the Nation," showing how popu­
lar enthusiasm may be most speedily awakened in favor of the abolition 
of compulsory poverty. 

5· An Essay on the "Philosophy of Dumbness,. , showing why 
Ministers of Religion, University Professors, Politicians, Mugwumps, 
Socialists, Salvation Soldiers, Christian Endeavorers and Leaders of Trades 
Unions refrain from pronouncing themselves on the subject of a national 
attempt to abolish compulsory poverty. 

The essays must be type,vritten, on one side of the paper only; and no essay 
must contain less than rs,ooo or more than 2o.ooo words. Figures and tables will 
be reckoned as equivalent to the number of words that would be required for th e 
same space. 

All essays presented for competition must be sent to Group I of the PLAIN 
CITIZENS, at r Broadway, New York City, not later than the 31st of May next. 

Each essay must be signed by some distinguishing word or words, and must 
be accompanied by a sealed envelope bearing the same word or words on the out­
side, and containing the writer's name and address. Care must be taken to avoid 
a ll statements or allusions that may indicate the authorship of an essay prior to the 

, adjudication. 
Each competitor has the privilege of competing for all or any number of the 

prizes offered, and may submit one or more essays accordingly. 
In judging the essays, regard will be had to literary merit as well as to the 

marshalling of facts, figures and arguments. 
The adjudication will be made by Dr. Stephen H. Emmens on behalf of the 

PLAIN CITIZENS, and will be announced, both by circular to all the competitors and 
by public advertisement, prior to the 31st of July next. The prizes will be paid 
immediately after such announcement. 

The successful essays, and the right of publishing the same, will become the 
property of Dr. Stephen H. Emmens, as representing the PLAIN CrTIZJ<:Ns. 

The unsuccessful competitors will have the right of appeal to any three persons 
of literary eminence whom they may select, and who may be willing to act without 
fee; and if such peri'ons be unanimously and reasonably of opinion that any of the 
prizes should have been awarded to any of the unsuccessful essays. the PLAIN 
CITLZE~s will give duplicate prizes accordingly. 

Signed, on behalf of the PLAIN CITIZENS, 

I BROADWAY, STEPHEN H. EMMENS. 
New York City, N.Y. 

February 29tlt, I8q6. 
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