Yay 26th, 1908,

i#he age I received a communication from Professor J,

; ra to the proposed Phonstic Conference. I vas nat
doar Wr amdyra Lo Thouah I confess I did not read the.
oHonts wits srest care, nud GRRRY oBFled 35% 50 158 0t Vil asto
'\ # atd exdesat Ly Interssting 16ttaF of the phovstic subjoct. 1 have .
co ropead 1t with great satisfactions

Perhaps I ought %o point O‘Jt'fm%ﬂ‘etm.t which impressed Mr,

Chandler unfavorably is not & full list, but only supplemental to

yhe 1ist sent out #ome time ago. My recollgetion is that the prew=
wisus list conta.ned the names which he misses,
My own attitude towards ihe whole phonatic guestion is just

thiss~  English spelling undoubtedly ought to be reformed, It is

. ghaotie, full of anomalies, and extremely wasteful of time, both in

Y

the ilesrping of it, end in the pragtice of iy arter it ie learned,
There 18 no doukt that if English spelling were upon a sound phom-
atlc basis,. the iotal time that weuld need to bhe deveoted Lo the sub-
ject in school Would notl excweq ihadee WInNY g, The only shjssiione
that heave besn urgsad against the admy;icn of & phonetic system that
are ol any weight are the practlcal onesi~ First, that it would take
the present gensration & long time 1o became aceustomed to the ne?
spellings; eecomd, that all English classice would have to be re-
printed in the new spellings for ths use of future generations. The
first of trese is of course the sams wori of cbjection that holds

in regard to the intreduction of the metric sysiem of weights and

measures. It car beilearcoma, but as ths history of the introduce

tion of the matric sy ‘shows, it will require a long time to do.

.
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The Yniversity of Chicage .y 24, 1005

President W. R. Harper

Faculty Exchange’ /// ;
Dear Sir:-

Some time ago I received a communication from Professor J.
Geddes in regard to the proposeJ.Phonetic Conference, I was not
particularly interested in it, though I confess I did not read the
documents with great care, and cannot now recall the details as to
its aims and methods. I will find out more about the organization
and reply to your communication.

Perhaps I ought to point out that the list which impressed Mr,
Chandler unfavorably is not a full list, but only supplemental to
the list sent out some time ago. My recollection is that the pre-
vious list contained the names which he misses,

My own attitude towards the whole phonetic question is just
this:- English spelling undoubtedly ought to be reformed. It is
chaotic, full of anomalies, and extremely wasteful of time, both in
the learning of it, and in the practice of it after it is learned.
There i® no doubt that if English spelling were upon a sound phon-
etic basis, the total time that would need to be devoted to the sub-
ject in school would not exceed three months. The only objections
that have been urged against the adoption of a phonetic system that
are of any weight are the practical ones:- First, that it would take
the present generation a long time to become accustomed to the new
spellings; second, that all English classics would have to be re-
printed in the new spellings for the use of future generations. The
first of these is of course the same sort of objection that holds
in regard to the introduction of the metric system of weights and
measures. It can be overcome, but as the history of the introduc-

tion of the metric system shows, it will require a long time to do
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it. The second objection is one of more apparent than real weight,
English classics are constantly being reprinted, and it would be
less ;ﬂgﬁggsit to reprint them in the phonetic spelling than in the
current system., I do not believe that the réform will ever be es-
tablished by the gradual introduction of a few reformed spellings
increased from time to time. The process is too much like cutting
off a dog's tail an inch at a time. Experience of skilled workmen
shows that they use both the English and the metric system together
with the greatsst ease. They have no difficulty in keeping the two .,
separate, and in learning to think in both. There should be no
more difficulty for educated people to tide over the period during
which two systems are in existence, and my own experience and that
of others with the study of Early English, where the spelling differs
materially from that of the present time, confirms this view, The
only practical solution I see for the question is for a few of the
larger Universities &o agree to ask the publishers of the country
to cooperate with them in the production and introduction of a good
system. The Universities and the publishers together could, I be-
lieve, make an immediate success of the movement, Without such co-
operation I see no chance of the reform, as our government could
hardly undertake this function as some of the governments of Europe
have done. Might it not be possible for you to bring this matter
informally to the attention of the Association of College Presi-
dents?

I may add that all competent scholars agree that the objec-
tions urged on the ground of etymology, etc., are not worth consid-
eration,

Yours very truly,

Mo W Ml
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/\ ?‘3\ ’, / Chicago, March 11, 1912

Dear Sir:e

Your favor of the 8th inst. is received. The astion
of the University of Chicage on a matter so important as that to vhich
vou eall attention would not be determined by the Prasident only,
obviously, but by the entire faculty. Vhile many of our fasulty
approve of simplified spelling in the light of our past discussions
on that subject it seems clear that there would not be such a general
sontiment in favor of it that it would warrant the University in
taking the action in question. I personally sm somewhat in the
position of the politician whe believed in the prohibition law but
was againet its enforgement. A11 that T mean by that is that T
have toe many years behind me to try te change the habits of a
lifetime for myself, although T devoutly trust that my successors will
use a more ratiomal system.

With best wishes, T am,
Very truly yours,

¥r. George 0. Curme,

Worthwestern University, H. P. Judson
Bvanston, Illinois.
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TENTATIVE SCHEME OF LETTERS TO REPRESENT THE ELEMENTARY SOUNDS
OF THE PRINCIPAL EUROPEAN-L |

iy, |

To Accompany an Atticle on “ An International| Spelling Reform Confeknce.”
By ROBERT STEIN. /,J

CONSONANTS
LABIO-|LINGUO:
LABIAL DENTALIIDENTAL LINGUAL PALATAL
Ny | T A |2 & | I w
Mg |E.pin E.tea E.kill [Dutch =
u (¥F |F.pin F.tot F.car k 5
; = G. Pein G.tot G.kuh <
i 0 ©
Sl [ 4 | & 4| 4 &
. |8y |E.bin E.do E.go &
N 5 1% [F.bain [Spanish F.dl F. ‘gage s {
e G.Bein |beper G. du 6.geh | = |
i 0 2 !
\ gy AR 7 |
S\ g |8 E.far |[[Ethick E.see |E.she
\ 5 e F.fin [|Sp.voz F. son |F.chou |Welsh Sp.reloj
=3 G.schlafen G.las - G.schau| 1l G.mich G.doch
2 V%
= bl £ 3 uxe ¢ ¥ 91 LE
u |# Ethee E.zeal |E.azure £ . he
- G.Hafen F.zéle |F je Gjung, Dutch i
kS Vater G. sah J -regenf) God  |Gragen?)G. her - |
= w |
)
£ SR =
E.ell Dutch Pol.4 Sp.i 2
Felle 1 Russ. Itgl «
G.Elle we Port. =
. W o \
al s v n | ~ o )
=3 5 E.me E.no F.gn (E.sing
o < F.moi F.non Sp. F.an
5 2 G.mich _ G.nein Port.nh ||G. singen
w | w || v T - v ny (&
E.we |G. E.veal Boh.¥ E.are | E.you )\
dialect ||F.vin Polish rz For
wir G. wir G. roh grasseyé
VOWELS f
LABIAL LABIO-PALATAL PALATAL |
SHORT LONG SHORT LONG SHORT LONG
R 1 w . U b b | Y ji
' E. soon E. dean
F. doute B voite F. hutte F.dl F. mine L5 dine
G. muyss G. Myt | G- Hiitte G Miihe G.  Sinn G.dien
% L % 1 ! |
21 E. ful £t M. )
~ 2
(‘}_J 3 hE E. note (0+w) i 1 s & E. mate (a+y)
= F. on : beau F. le F. bley German E. fee
B G. froh G. Hghie dialects G. Fee
x
£ = < kS
(’f 4 iy “E. door Fj 2 o E. net
< F. folle (7 5. JRNEe F. jeilne e nette
S D%nish maane || G- Gotter G.nett G.mghen
o > ® e
S S5 E. awe, or E'f‘?"
o 2 2 F.serrer F . féte
::JJ G. morgen G. Thor G. Herr
i3 a &t 3 (Y @ k a
ol ~ Evpt £ .fat E.past
S 6 | E. hot E lost F. heyrter (folle ?) | F. hgure Prcifin E
a G.fordern 6. Mshre
7 o
o E. India
F. nul F. chatte
Lo ™ el o O
8 e €. far E. I'Id% X, <
F. an Russian o F. male
G  hat G. Vater J

Three lines from Emerson may show how English looks when writter: according
to this system.
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The INTELLIGENCE

national semi-monthly journal of education. $/50 a year.

The WEEK'S CURRENT

A weekly journal of current evenis, clean and concise $1.25 a year

OAI PARK, CHICAGO, zﬂ. e

WAL IO } i 8 ) * L]
Dr. Wm, R. Harper, 4 D7 3\j ———
University of Chicago, s\ o 1901
Chicago, Ilis\q\l a
My Dear Sir:- L
In the light of wyour very courteous favor of t} il 5 B
I feel as if I dpsermeﬂ a rebuke for putting you in a ﬂvﬁﬁ1cdm9nh where
such a letter became necessary. Of course, I r°a11ned+ﬂ scme extent, but

not as fully as I ought, the extent to whieh vour personal views have to be
buried in the office nf president. I want to heg your pardon for not thinks

Vit
ing more fully,
I hope I shall not add to my delinquency hy asking er rlql of your

time to explain a little a matter which seems to me an 1'71-)0‘1.‘.,:_”5 en
Recently reading Mr. Carnegie's "Triumphant Democracy" I came acros hﬁs
out-spoken avowal of approval of spelling reform, I had long tnoughf what
a grand thing it would be if in his disposal of his wealth it should occur
to him to &ndow some sort of an organization of scholarly and prominent me
in which university naon]e should predominate, with the philologists quite
conspicuous, for the purpose of’ nurturlnf;aﬂr0*ning to their own discration
the sentilﬂﬂt in favor of simplifving our spelling,and to take the lead.bs:
confidence of the people won by moderaticn and wi%éom when the ,onstruoulve
side of our spelling reform is r=ached. I elaborated my idea to soms extent
and had a letter all ready for the mail to Mr, Carnegie's agenq,when the
thought siruck me very forciply that I mipght be trifling with an opportunity
by lettine the matier come before him mersly on its merits and without any
other strength than my own unknown perscnality, I mailed the letter to
Prof, Chamberlin vesterday, asking him if he would not take the matier up
o

'ﬂ ’D

with vou and Dr, Dewey and any others in your faculty he wished to and st
if among you all you can't devise some scheme or plan which a number of
prominent men could sign in the way ofavihrﬁsen+%+10n to Mr. @Garnegie of ¢
splendid 00)ornun1uw now open for establishing such a commission of bropo-=
ganda as 1 have 0uf11130 in that letter, The public mind seems more ready
to consider the arguments in favor of amending our spelling than ever bef fore.,
Qince our discussion in the Superintendents' meeting last February, which you
may rememper, I have heen more than onee surprised at the progress that
spelling reform sentiment issmaking. This accounts for my increased activity
in the cause; it is not due to any new enthusiasm., It seems to me very
important that the university men should be installed,br scme kind of a "call"
at the head of. this movement. How to bring it about and have the whole thing
wisely and effectively managed 1is the question. If vou gentlemen could
agree upon some Xind of & propos ition or suggestion which you would be will -
ing to submit to Mr, CarnemWH, and in the svent of his rafusal which vou would
be W11J1ng to have subnmitted to other men of wealth, I have no doubt that
we could get enough otlier university men to make it so strong that soms of
our wealthy citizens who have funds fto give to educa tWPﬂql purposes would be
impressad with the opportunity which lies before them in this unique field.
I am writing mainly to pray that you will make it easy Heni Erof

Chamberlin to bring the matter before you and that yvou will give ‘%ti due

consideration. T Xnow from previous experience how thoughtful and considerate
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, de to him which #nvolve any demands on your
time and thought. I feel that he will be very timid on this questicn in
bringi it before you, but I am so pressed with the importance of the

Ll I 3 g ~

matter and with the grand results which might be gained if some of our

; : , Poin B ok
realthy men could be prevailed upon to give a good endowment uncer ithe
control of a set of sensible, scholarly men, that I am very anxious. to have
CO 1l of a set of sensible, chie ; 3

your thought turned to the problem,
d not think it wise to hurden my letter to Mr. Carnégie with
“a

Dadd 0
any supplementary propositions, but, of course, the object could bhe
in other ways than a direct gift and creation of a ccmmission, Possibly
your University or a coalition of universities might be willing to organi
such an annex or subsidiary exter if a good fund were given T
that purpnose. I hope that 4.
feasible to you and 1let us

all the ways that seem at a

s of vour own judgment in the
ter, I don't suppose 1 anv substantial gerviee in yvour deliber-
atiens, but if in any way I can contribute lahor or even drudgery in the
interest of the project be assured that I shall he very glad to he of use
to help the cause.

B

Very truly yours,
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\ 23" Trull St., Boston, Mass...  June. 26th, 1801, .

Rev. Wm.R.Harper,Ph.D.,

Chicago /Il ., A

Dear Sir: o
I trust you will not consider it intrusive tr"éwEfoite to
call attention to an article I am sending you underfanAthér cover writ-
ten by the great scientist,Dr.August Forel,Professor of Psichia 2 in
the University of Zurich,Switzerland,and reprinted in paﬁ@ on pares 145
to 148 in the School Physiology Journal, also to an editorizl-en-the
same on pages 155 to 157.
Professor Forel's knowledge of the subject on which he writes
entitles him to a hearing,although what he says may seem t0 reflect
upon what he terms "official science" in our country.

Very sincerely,

ik.c. _ "dﬁ/"},/éf ’éku’é/
June 101 S.P.J.
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f v 46 Wade Building, Cleveland, O., June 27, ‘o1,
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President W R Harper,
Dear Sir:-
I am mailing you today a copy of SOCIAL LAWS, bound
from Author's Advance Sheets. I f'eel sure that if you can find the time
to look into it you will recognize it as a worthy contribution to

the solution of some of our most vital problems,- social, industrial

o A TRISE

AR R e

and political., It discusses the work of our "Captains of Industry",
e AT R DS o i o St ——

seeking to give themlin the minds of their countryﬁen the eredit due

to their immense services to civilization. In the paragraphs concern=-
Mr John D Rockefeller I feel sure that you will find some of yéur own
thoughts and sentiments expressed, though perhaps in a more radical
form than you would state them. I enclose copy of'a letter to me from
Pres. Thwing of Western Reserve, which, I’trusﬁ, may help to commend
my book to your attention and favorable consideration.If you can give
me some word of commendation for the book, it will be of great assist-
ance in extending its influence among the scholarly class for whom it
was chiefly written., Trusting that I am not making too great a demand

upon your courtesy, I am, dear sir, in the bonds of scholarship,

Most sincerely yours,

ociic S







(Copy) '
55_?e11flowar avenue,
My Dear lir. Lauer:- 'Clevelaﬁd, okid:
Aﬁ once do I wish to thank you for calling on me today, and
for putting into my hands your Social Laws.It was a great satisfaction
to find in you not ouly a graduate of the dear college, but also a
brave secker for_the truth and the highest duty. I have been looking
over the volume this evening, lany thoughts I wiﬁh I night bhave the
advantage of conferring with vou abouty~ so pregﬁamt are they. Not a
few of your sentences cling to the memory, such ;s 'The scholar is the
High Priest of the Wation. He is tl'e Nation's Leéder in a1l things.®
I amy of course, sure there are things in thé book to which I
should not assent: every strong book is such. But the book is so able
that it challéﬁgesldissent, as well as awakens a sense of admiration
for its boldness and intellectual ingight and force:
Again I thank you for the happiness}of gseeing you and
touching your work. ILet me see and touch more. f
e sure and be with'us every day of this great Commence-
ment.

. Truly yours,

4 June, Chas F. Thwing.
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Sept . a0, 106%.

Prof. J. Tawrence Tanupghlin

Department of Political Hee

My dear Prof. La ghlin:-
T an writing to ¢al) veur attention 4o
two po.tnta: '

Pirst, in considering the Classical and Modern Tan-
guagesConferences the questicn occurs %0 m wip ther they have
not adopted & prineiple which might be applied with adventage
in other groups. In & word, they have agrecd thet all candi-
det s Tor the Dr's degree shall be reaquired to taRe certein
courses which seem to represent the main subjects inelnded in
the group. Will youw not consider wi th a view to discussion
at an early date in the group conference, whether it woull not
ke wise Tor the Historical g oup to adopt & similar rule?

1 think you will agree with re thét while the

“,
—

reasons for our minuite division into departments ere good am

sufficient, there are &lso grave dun pers conneeted with that

T e

division. 1t may pernit and even encourage a degree of
specialization whioch in the case 0oF & majority of our greduate

students will prove t¢ be uniertunate. In the case of tle

e ARSI S

Historieal grouwp, no cne, 1 suppose, questions that the divtsia:‘ifi

PN

is purely an acad emic eonvenience. Thae subjiec 1.8 dealt wi th byi

the four departments, and the methous of thought peculiar te
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them, are so related that one cannot deo the best grade of work
in either without a gouvd degres of faniliarity with the st and-
point and methods of all. There are sore very important
practieal reasons Tor asking whether there 1is & shgfidismtt
dagree of attention t¢ isﬁ fact. Wg know tmatl the mgj ority of
our Dr's intend to towmh. The tige is not far distant, if indoed
it is not already here, winen they will has L0 take plaws in
secondary schools oftensr than in collepes. sven if tiey

get college posi tions, they are likely to be made responsi ble
for work that falls within seach of the four departments of cur
Historical group. Is it not true that st udents get the Dr's
degree with one of tls DLour subjects aa principal, and anot her,
or possibly ons from antoher group as sacondary, with pra tically
no work in twe or poss bly three o7 the departiients of the
group? 1f this is the case, are we Titting our men to do the
k:hﬂ of work © r which they need to be prapered? ¥ill not
institutions in which the instructing force is much wedk er than
ours, snd the differentiaiion for that reason much less minute,
gradue te ren better fitied for the general wik of the majority
of toachers, while of courge less finely tral ned for the in-
vestigating work which the minority will have opportunities to
sarry ong Is it not possibls for us, without sacrifiecing mors

on the side of special training than we gain in breadth of view,
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to insure a somgwhat be tter balanece of % tention to the different ]

subjects .i.amﬁudr,zd, in the group? As & basis for discussion I woull
sugge st thét ssch candidat e sor wne Dr's dagree in the g ouwp
be held regponsibhle Tor a minimun of threa majors in three of
the dopa tments, and elghteen in the feurth, préncipal, depart-
mont .
Second, I ha ¢ noticad that thers wes gond derable
duplication of courses during tno pest vaar, As &n aexsmple, 1
may site as & conspicuous stance of duplieation the fa 1t that
in the Spring Quarter thare were offerad thrae courses ded 1115.7,
with municipal subjects:
Munieipal Administration by Mr. .Tms.
Irban Qom&utias by Or., Handorson. ‘
Municipal Sociology by Dr. Zaublin.
This seems Lo he 1o he very unwise and 1o indiecate tha t he
hesgof the higtoriecal departments do not confer together
suffigiently with reverence to the d stribution of ccurses in
their @separimonts. “he least thing o be &skoed woudd T® that
such courses be distributed in different qu& terg, but eva this
seems to me Lo bhe Wrong. In this sonneetion 1 wish & so to ralso
the qusestion whether advean cod sourses of & nighly ® ceial characHr
t6r ae not being repeated too frequently. in ¢gther words,

1 wish to ral so the ing iry whether &any eong iderable numle r
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of sourses glven Tor graduate students should be repeatcd from
vesr 1o voar, Camot the programme La ar canged by alternat ing
every plLher year, or, indeed, in soms cases, in offareing a

par ticular course only once in three years? 1 understad

that this i8 done in may casca, My qunstion is whethor this

i
A

plan is &s largely adopped as woull l¢ wise. \

-

I @ semdiig this letnter to tie Weads of t
Deparitiionts of Politleal LHeongnli, Folitieal Seishice, Soeial
Seience, and History . :

1 3hall bo glad to conrer with ;‘rma“"‘\pe reonal 1y
befdre the natters am diseussed in the Conference. :
I remain .
Yours very truly ,

w,R.Batﬂét



L

@oNt hodsoqen of blwode elmebuie odsubeng w07 mawky sesvuos 10
ant wiuwils vd bogus s 8d opmBYH0q o 301250 O 6 WeY
& 3keveTo nk ,moesv emoa Ki ,Hoobri 1O WOy Terlg yvove
m:ma:’mu’dl Sawoy i) il euno luo 8&1HUOY %x%mwxé "5 q

std? voiuls odw af woitgonyp »;}»i' «BORSY iR ni wtob 84 aldd wdd

[ v08tw ol Hnow 25 bogqobs vlognsl 85 b wslq

83 To sbseN ald ab woldof sidd gii ee o I
Lakook yooipldl Livithlos 1§00l La011L00T To adrondiwmqed
lv"‘ ' » \103aiW bus (ooreliol
¥l [s08~ eq‘;”}m fdtiw “9troo o baly o Lfsde I »
: : «0/o00met0D od4 ik boaewoalh ow avad tar ot ovéTod
: | fismen I
.ttms viev gtpoV :

ek gy,




