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PARIS 

20 AVENUE RAPP 

UNITED STATES COMMISSION 

TO THE 

PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1900 

CHICAGO 

AUDITORIUM BUILDING 

• Ro Harper, 

NEW-YORK 

EQUITABLE BIJ~LDINJl 

President, University of Chicago:-

Dear r. Harper:~ 

I .L av A ,, ours of tn e 28th 11 ,imo. • I am aware that 

my dut i rS of a public natur I have prevent eel 1ny prese11ce at 

he eetings of the trustees of the Universlty to ,he extent 

which I s·hould ha. re J.ik,,d. When I vas a:p ointed to my 

presen<J position I resigned in l1earl .. al ..... oft e trust of a 

pub .lie nature in Chicago except that of ~ he University Boar 

s I ~lt a deep interest in the i~st1t 1tion, hich succeeaed 

the old University of rhich I am an alumn1s. I co:nfess that 

after n1y duties ·ire ended the.~ t obl Je me to r ,,nu.:i in in R .. for ign 

lancl I shall probabl:;r be glad to e ag·"in one oft.he body of 

tl1e University Trustees, if ntJ oll comrades so des·re. There 

is no public institution in Chicago o else\vhere in J1ich I 

feel so great a pride after m~1 connection with the orie;inal 

insti.J t1on as a trustee and alumn s dc"'ti11 5 back thi:rtJ--fiv 

years. 

With reg( re ta "tr form .r co eag t ,s anc :rourself 

a . farnily, I an1, 

T rv -rulv "{ronrs 
., ,J ., "' ' 
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June 2Bth, 1 00 o 

.Mr. Ferdinand \V. Peck, 

lJnitea S ~ates Conuniss5.oner 

to t~e Paris ExJosi~ion of 1900, 

Par is , Franc (1 • 

!\.~y dear ]1Ir • Pe ck: 

I reacl1ed 1Lorrie ~ inday rnornir g a week Clf-!O and found myself 

quite overv{he lmed with the d.e aj ls of work . 

T1"1e armual 1neetin~ f the Board of Trustees occurred wi tb in 

A com'Yn:i.ttee had reen appointed to nominate rnenibers to fill 

i!ie places of those w1'1ose terms had expired . Great pressure 1-Las hecn 

indirectly bro1 £.(ht to l;ear upon t. e Board, hy 111Tr . Ro ke~eller, to j nsist 

i, t hose w1'10 are iner;1bers of t:b.e Board sl1all re in regular attendance at 

~r1e me~e~tings md ,al<:e l1old of t}1e det ils of t'he +.Inj_versjty's W)rk . 

Many of' the Trustees felt that yo1J_r'· large duties d11ring the n·ne years 

o:f 011r organizatj_on l1ad kept :yon frorn t e meetings of t:r1e Board ar. d tr at 

in all probability you wo1J.ld not be ahle to take l,old of th_e vvolk in th 

Grea, di. =-·cult4or l1as recently been foHnd in sec11ring 

quo ru:rns of t 1r1 e Board. Tl ree years agG, w:ber1 1 ·rie ql estjor of elect· on 

crune up, the sa1ne difficult::{ pre.sented itself, t:rie feeljnt_:: being tl.i at tb.e 

te t of ne ribersr jp or t)·1e Board sho 1ld 'he . a1 iljt:T t. o atten ~ tl1e rneetings 

ith sorne degree of regulart~y . It was stated jn , 1-1e Board mee ·ing tat 

very recent 1 y you had expresBe t·,,e feelj g t.J1at. you were a ineniber of 

t:r1e Board not beca11se you. felt. that you over1t to tace t}1e tirne for it 

but on a c onnt of the pr ssure that J.1a 1~een rrough t t. pan yo11 to remain . 

\ 
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.c being vrderst o od, tlierefore, that you yo1rsel fel e blrden at--

tendance, and th at you were, o likely t be so sj_ .ua .ed as to re in r g-

tllar a tt endarr ce , t e Trust j b e s , t o e 1 e c .. 1lr . A • C . B ar -

let who i s n erstood, w"l 1 e / bl:) to ta_e lp very closel3r t!1e 

ork of' the Board , in sihme such manner in eefas is done y Mr . Ryerson 

and I\[r . Hutch_ · nso , n ot J1ers. 

I vv ish to exr r e ss to 3ro11 ljT s ·nc r·e regret t1.at vie ma~. not have , 

even in ,l1e indjrec~ v1ay of t}1e past , your coopera iou aud assjsta,nce . 

I t has alv1ays r~een a grec-J.,, plea.sure t J me ,o co1ne in con.)act vrith ,}:OU 

and I cer ta in]y~ hav·e rece · ved .J.r on you many ).ndic a" ions o yov · c ourte sv 
~ ~ 

~ud "ndnesb o hear=t . I as nyself convinc d ,hat you woul be g-ea,-

i(relieved , .-i rid fr om vour o vn 
"' 

oint o I suppose I ought not to f eel 

1"'a,01 
__ r ab """ , 1 i..1e mat "' e r i...; _ JL.a.. l " ' t, • 

was too 1nuch for n1e to h . ;e 1J ·ha t e J in1e vvov..l~ c orne vvhe n you woulo be 

able to take up t11e details of t1Me ·work a~ has bee1J. done bJ mernbers .of 

tlte Board in residence ~Ln Chicago . Bu.t J c '\1 re 'rour v . 

tr1e Unj.ver s i ,./ Nill 1,e the srune > &.nd t bat vie shall b.ave ntany oppo .. tun· t-

ies of coop raticn in t:he i. 1".e1 .. ests of our gre a t city of C!1icago . 

You w:tll be 1;leaced to k:r:iow t. t tbe papers. co stantl:yr refer 

to t!te suce .. ss of ",}:.e 1erican exribit . I\[en coming back speak 

very strongly' u1 on t!1i s svbj ect . I vvish tu congratt~la+:e you aga · n upon 

t:r1e grea. VfOrk w tich :~rou 11a ve rec ompli sl'1ed . . I s rall .ave t e OI;portul' .... 

.: ty next VJ"eek o:f Hpeakine; in persor.LL ~v:t th l[r , 1[c Kinley upon it.n:e subj e ct . 

Trus:}:t .. g ~hat ~lour 11ea1 ,b w · ll c ~ tinv.e good arn that you v-ill 

not ov~rburden yourself , I renai~ 

Very since~ely yours , 
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CQMIWllSSIONEllt GEN£RAL 

FERDINAND W. PECK 

ASSl·STANT COMMISSl·ONER GENERAL 

BENJAMIN D. WOODWARD 

SEC'RETARY OF THE COMMISSION 

FREDEft1CK BRAOKETT 

C-HICAGO 

UNITED STATES COMMISSION 

TO THE 

PARIS EXPOSITION OF 1900 

NEW YORK 

AUDITORIUM BUILDING EQUITABLE BUILDING 

CHICACO OFFICES , 

Dr . Villiam R. Harper, 

PARIS 

20 AVENU£ RA .. P 

December 26,1899 . 

Pres icle11t Uni vers i t~l or Chicago, J 
My dear Dr . Harper:~ 

I ha"1e yours of 25t:tt inst . I full'l' realize the 

situation·. I doubt, li.ov1ever, if tl1ere is ru1y nan in this country at 

the lnome11t wl1.ose cares and res:ponsibilities are greater than mine . 

I am 'in ,;tr1e midst of' the crisis o:r my li:fe and every mornent of' my 

thought and attention is required to meet the pressure upon me which 

vrill continue 1.m.til t11e day I am called abroao .. , and :for th.at natter 

thereafter. You are aware that the entire responsibilty o~ the 

national exhibit at Paris is upon my shoulders and that much is 

expected. You cannot realize the vastness and complications involved . 

I reel a deep interest in our institution and as a Trustee or course 

~rant t o clo my sl1are • I liave been obliged to neglect my busir1ess 

for more than a year on account or my public duties and do not reel in 

position at the mornent to be ge11.erous with tb.e great dernands t.1pon me 

but I tV"ill be glad to co:n:rer 1vith you o:n the subject any day this 

week . Can you not convenientl~t meet me say at t11e Union Leag1ie Clt1b 

about Th.urso..a.y noon~ 
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I presume it is needless :f'or me to inquire '"hether )!r. 

Rockereller cannot be induced to extend the time. That has 

probabl~r been :fully·- eonsidered. It woulcl seem that in vie\v of' the 

unexpected depression or values 'vhich bas corne this montl1 and v1b.ich 

or course ms e~fected the arrairs of thos to whom we would look ror 

aid, that this request ror extension would P..ave a reasonable basis~ 

I11 11.aste, 

Ve1,..y truly yours, . 
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