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SEARS, ROEBUCK AND Co. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICES 

CHICAGO, August 12, 1912 

To the Board of Trustees, 

Of the University of Chicago. 

Gentlemen: 

On this, my fiftieth birthday, I take great pleasure 
in ottering you the sum of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($2501 000) upon the following conditions and for the following 
purposes: 

The most pressing building requirements of the UniTer­
sity at this time seem to be 

(1) A Woman's Gymnasium (including possi-bly a Club House). 

(2) A building for the Geological and Geographic Departments. 

(3) A building for the Classical Departments, 
. 

the total cost of which is estimated at from $7501 000 to $800,000. 

In order to enable you the better to secure all of these 
buildings, each of which seems to be almost equally necessary, my 
gift is conditioned as follows: 

Whenever two-thirds (2/3) of the sum necessary to com­
pletely and adequately erect and equip any one or more of these 
buildings be secured from other sources, the other one-third (1/3) 
shall then be payable by me. If, however, more or less than two­
thirds (2/3) or the sum tor any building be secured from other 
sources, the other part shall be payable by me, the intention 
being .that my total gift ot Two undred Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($2501 000), together with what may be secured from other sources, 
ill enable you to erect and equip these three buildings. 

Whatever part of said sum of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand 
Dollars ($250,000) will not be needed for these three buildings 
on account of fUnds that may be secured from other sources, shall 
be at your disposal to be used by you tor such other building or 
buildings as you deem best. 

The amount to be contributed by me, in aeeordanoe with 
the above conditions, shall be paid in cash as soon as you shall 
h ve secured gifts either in cash or in pledges, satisfactory 
to me or to my executors, for the additional amounts respective­
ly required. 
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SEARs,RoEeucK ~~n Co. 
· EXECUTIVJ•~ OF.FIC:J<JS 

CHICAGO 

Oatober 6, 1920. 

Dear Mr. Hutchinson: 

Replying to your letter of the 5th inst., 

will say that if the cost of the building and 

equipping is as much as you estimate, I am inclined 

to contribute,either in cash or securities, 

$500,000, provided the conditions of payment and 

other details of minor importance can be satis-

f actorily arranged. 

Sincerely yours, 

JULIUS ROSENWALD. 

Mr. Chas. L. Hutchinson, 

Corn Exchange National Bank, 

Chicago. 

Mr. Rosenwald left the office before the above was 
ready for signature. Upon his return to the city, 
a confirmation will be mailed you, duly signed by 
him. 

M.E.Filer,Secretary. 





Dear M.r. Rosenwald: -

Octo r 7th 
!U.netecn !weuty. 

Yo1r ueeratarr sends me a 
letter contt..inin0 very gratify! g information 
~bieh lie eays will be a onfirmed upou your re-
turn to the Cit-y. I a glad that you are "'in­
clined to cont ibute either in oaah or see1ri­
ties. Five Hundred !i:l1ousand dollars. providing 
co ditions of payment and other details 0£ minor 
i portanae can be satisfactorily r.r. n.ged"; tor 
the proposed Aquarium. I a sur th~ _att s 
c·n bo arra.ged &atisfacto.ily to both ou and 
the south Park Commissioners. ie will not :mak 
you.r ge.n erous .a.ct public unti 1 f'ter r1e ha e 
had a conwu.l tatio- .1 t you. You .. a e o ie an­
other mag_ ifieent deed.. I really don'"t think yo·a. 
co ld a-·e c osen· a yon'e thing tha. t i 11 give 
more pleasure to tho citizens or c~ioago than the 
establishment o this cuariu • Your 1is om is 
only equalled b your generosity - both are great. 
·70 shall aim to make the Aaua.rium the finest of 
its ki d in the world. ·, ' itl regards, I remain 

Yours sincerely 9 

-:r. Julius :aoson a.ld 
senrs Roebuck & Comyauy. 

C h i c a g o 
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.. Hn to n Twen y 

T e south 

e s-1 
!i:hot~san ollars f r the _ urposo, they ~;111 un er-
take to build, equi}.J tLd me.." ta.in n Aqua iu .. o r:1he 
plc~ of tne hui ~ ··ng will~ of co 1 rse, be sub~itted 
to you .:or your a.ppro a.1 11 a~~d :11 be "'.'\lo ~ the lines 
of those h.ich you h.:;,,\re s~en ~· our Archi"tJct'o o1f"ee. 
If t e s ·ggeation co mouds itself to you. I think 
the orumissionors oa:n {. .e,;. will crce.te th most oomplet·e 

q .ari i the orl - --:~11c· . .:.11 g e untol plea. ure 
to ultitudes Of Jeople. 

Ag·i I assure yo t ~two appreci te 
the enerosity o Offer sl~eady ~de and r ret 
t1at e cannot ace ·k~pt it.. .~ith r ga.r s. I rem" 1-

r :.r J 11 i ua Rose . n1l.d 
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J ULlUS R OS EN WALD 

C HI CAGO 

January 10, 1921. 

My dear Mr. Hutchinson: 

Inasmuch as no action has been taken 

by the South Park Commissioners l eaking toward the 

construction of th1::: proposed aquarium, I would respect-

fully withdraw my offer. As soon as the Com.missioners 

are ready to proceed with this proposition, I shall be 
,.....--

glad to take it up again :;>a'" discuss it Wit 

~/ncere y yours, 

yau. 

( 

Mr. Charles L. Hutchinson, 

Corn Exchange Bank, 

Chicago, Ill. 

• 
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