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THE FRANCES SHIMER ScHooL 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

MOUNT CARROLL, ILLINOIS 

0FFIQE OF THE DEAN Jan. 2, 1911. 

President H. P. Judson, 

University of Chicago. 

Dear President Judson:-

Referrinv, to Dr. Abbott's .. anarchy .. and 

my own, it is not for me to undertake to argue with you on a 

rna ttcr of this description. On your stu tement of the case, there 

is no argument, and if Dr. Abbott really means to try to explain 

the constitution in a 1ay that the makers of it certainly did not 

intend, thon I am not with him. 

I have been of the oninion that the makers of the con-

sti tution loft some matters in doubt, without clear stateu1ents, 

possibly intentionally. For example, I have been convinced that 

this is true in the matter of the right of the state to secede, 

and I do not believe that the required number of states would 

have adopted the constitution if ·that document had distinctly 

declared that if a state came in, it must stay. 

Many problems have urisen since the constitution was 

made which could not have been foreseen by the makers and they, 

therefore, could not have been expected to provide for such con-

tingencies. I have supposed that it was reasonable that the 

courts should pass on such matters, and, in some cases, allow 

them to be held lawful. Possibly this is, however, dangerous, 

as you suggest. 

I would be very much interested to know whether Dr. 

Abbott would really agree to your sununing up of his argument. 
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I did not ~et that impression as I "vent through his editorial, 

but I confess that I did not read it with the greatest care. 

Cordially yours, 

/ 
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