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ltbe 'Ulntverstt)? ot (tbtcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

ROOM 1204, 134 SOUTH LA SALLE ST . G'tfice ot tbe <Iounsel anb :13ustness .managet 
TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 214 

Mr. David A. Robertson, 
The University of Chic o, 

Chic g • 

Dear Mr. Robertson:-

July 11, 191 • 

In reg d to the p1blication of the Coat of 

&rms rm s l of th Universit n the July Magazin • to 

your t ntion o tne fA.C that it h b n our i h to ha 
/ 

this copyrighted be for it go ou • That a.c n b po t-

pon d p t b t by • R. rson. I i sp t 

• Ry on i rega.r( 0 th m t R 1 crt ·n if 1 s ill 

h . e ' i h to tak th t CQ r e. 

Very tru y ur , 

I ., , 

P. • 
Sine riting the ve, h v en 1a. Ry n n regard t 

th se 1. It is not y uit perf ot ~ d Mr. Ryerson thinks 
i sho ld, by n~· e publish d ntil co Yl~igh d. 

~. Stevens called to-day. H ere te goo mpre ion. t 
eems to me e makin progres i our invest atio of th~t 

matter. 

W.H. 
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_A_ h-_2~:!;,_ '1:!:;!_0 f t_1:1 e Un i_ ~ s i t y_em b 1 en~ hf"1 s 

in fu1l in tLe l9Qf-, Cap ~1nct rtnwn ~(~ 

been wri tte·1 up 

Chic~ go ·\'vcel:ly the True tee:; adO I) ted orf!Df~e ~"~ P :,}-:.e Uni vere l t., .. 

C'olnt' !:jt Cl meeting held Roon after the opening of the 

Fn i vcrs i ty. ]li:r. Stagg's reme::-nbra.nc e .is thAt Wr. Hutchinson 
being 

SLlggested the color because of the. golden raul\. so plentiful 
'-

Thus, orange with 8 ,,ride v....,ri.A. tinn of 

s~ifl de v2 Ct u s~d tln t '1 tile spri!'lg of 1894 wher: t~1.e students 

took up the m~tter Flnd two mentin=:s \ r:?re held du..,..ing t""le 

week previou~ to M~y 10 ( accordinJ to the ~eekly). 
print~:·\ 

The 'lee1~l;~r o: Apri 1 12, 1894 /\ cxtra~ts from the Syra cusan 

in which SyrAcuse 1 rote,. ts 3g~~inst ~he use of their color. 

L\ t the f irs t meeting o f the s t · den t f4 , the s c P r 1 e ~ won over 
ond rrn:r 9nd red and" other combin8tinnF" 

gree~~ t=~nd rPd;\by e vote of ?B to 45. P.t a second meetin~, 

naroon W8S selec L, -~j ::,s the Unive:rsi t:,r color. In the 

Weekly J..[By 10, 1894, it~ I ~·o:.; sed th t the students send 

thci:- vote ''1'- color to the Weekl;y 11nd thc;t theSLJ:le pub­

l:i shed in the following week or the second ,Heek 2fter. 

MAy 1?, 1894 it says that" the number of votes cast either 
(I ,, 

for o.r Rg8inet maroon w8s very sma.ll, so small ind!Eed 

that it is not worth publishin~." 
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r r C lton, 

Libr ry, 
Ch1c go. 

.1 for ·our 

ompt re •P 68 1. t ra peet to "" . eo at of • I t lt 

eon.ronted .e roblam f 

eapre&a1n 1n En l:iah di e 

Y r e n 1 1 aa. or . o tr 

n f>t h rtUy. 

D. A. Ro crt~on 
Secretary to the President 

D R.C. 





rcr. 

W .N .C . C A RLTON , 
LIBRAR I AN . 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
TO THE LIBRAR I AN . 

THE NEWBE~~y L I B~~~Y, 
CH I C~GO. 

AC ] ~12 . 

ee:u"' ?ref . o~ r-t ::s n : 

J verbal ae>.:lvril ti on o· the ·r .. i vvrsi ty of 

Gli~..~Cl£< ·_.,t- o - & ms :r..ec, it't s tY1 u eo .... o .. any teohric~l 

anu i o invclved ... .. ~t T __ o.re not rust tl.. t ~lel :one t 

trcns ... it it toy u ~it ot erroJ . ( .llows : 

J'Cl er ,. 
1 r ... er , 

col;.~turu in ·cri eel .. 

rt t1 in t tl1L let Pr 8.3 no · re c' ... y u t o , · t 

t<., e 

"fT _.r .- t1"'11ly ,.T l ~ ' 

~~c -c~~· 

;.7~ o <!i. f~u -.a,Yd ~ ~L~ ~ /'~ o/rX..-C 
~ ·~ ~- ~ uc~cVt;.__ /~ .c£e ~ ~"'e-y7~ 
~ ~ ~.r-7- ~ -~~/ a.., / ?'50 a"'-/ '~c>{: ~ 
~ ·~~ ?' 

t/ - -~ ~ r 77/7A-- ._/;- e£,~ -~ 
~ -<7 ~V ~ -u~ -~~ " &ocfod. 
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.o.reh 15, 1 C)ll 

Dear Dr. oodspo d: 4 

I~ ~ uending encloacd Profoaaor Shore • 

letter, ith hi suggoetion tor thlti Univer&:Jli.y r:totto. hl.u, yo· 

ill nat , la sub tantiu.lly th· motto as ocepi'.(1d. 'rhia tho ret oro . 
is hi ~..oric:al d~Ct4m"nt', nci I think ehould l:e ~pt in •ou 

rehiv 

'/ecy truly 

Dr • T • W. Goo4•peed, 
The Univereit~ of Chic go: 
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(COPY) 

'rhe :niverrdty of Chiceeo 

November 17, 1910. 

ry dear Dr. Eliot: 

I am wonderine whether JOU could and would give 

p, little of your tir1e to render a. service to the University of 

Chicago. ~e have never ~~t decided upon a motto. Our seal 

will contain on . shield argent a phoenix gules, and on its 

breast an open book of the first with edges gilded. We desire 

to place the motto on the pages of the book. It is to be in 

Letin, ~nd should be brief. De have had rnany suggestions, moct of 

t!1em more or less hackneyed. A fev: of these I enclor:e, fiS illustrn-

ti ve. I confess thHt the only one thnt Especielly appeals to me is 

the leEt one. If you could mfke a suggection, or poPsibly two or 

three ouge est ions, th0 Board of Trustees v .. ould highly e ppre civt e the 

courtesy and kindness. 

\ith sincere regards, I am 

Dr. Charlns ~. Eliot, 
Car'1bridre, I1ass. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Harry Pratt Judson 





r r. El ioc. : • 

I m ond rinc; 1f .at.h yo could 1 d. >~ould give 

er y t. c id .-d u -. n mo to. 

ill .ont ld r.ent th~ pho ni g 1 

b o tn fi it a g a Ud d. 

to otto on ho g& f • he book. It i :..o l.n 

r1 . h ... a h .... 

!e ot t. illu&.;t • 

ti I to 

If '\t"'U ld e 8U ge ion, 0 p t or 

+a icm • ~b 
h. hl 

court••v 

ith ncr r g ... a • I 
y ,. .. 

rl 1f . 

7· ,/,/_ 
F I 

· lL P. Judso . 
• .. 
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ttbe 'Ulntversit}? ot <.tbtcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

®mce ot tbe Pteei~ent 

COPY 

Veritas, Libertas 

Veritas, Libertas, Virtus 

Veritati Servio, Veritate Servo 

Veritatem Quaero, Veritate Servio 

Veritatem Quaero, Veritatem Servo 

Veritatem Quaerimus 

Veritas Pro Vita 

Sine Lege Nulla Libertas 
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Ca r11bridge Bass. 

Novenber 23, 1910. 

Dear Dr. Judson: 

Veritas, lux, and eccl~ seem to have been 

overworked in college nottos. "Sine lege :nullfl liberta.s" is n 

very just sentiment; but is it peculiarly applic8ble to D uni­

vercity! \HH-t should you think of "Quaerite et invPnietis'', or 

"Qui qua.erit invenit"? Fither of theoe would be shorter than 

any one of five in your list of eirht. IJo\· seekinp, truth is the 

main business of a univerr.ity; so tlwt either of the two mottos 

I mention vould be encouraging in the principal work of the 

University of Chicago. 

President Judson. 

Sincerely }ours, 

(Signed) Charles W. Eliot 





~be 'Ulnt\lerait}? of (tbtcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 

~mce of tbe ll)reet~ent 

December 12, 1910 

My dear Professor Hale:-

An important member of the Board of 

Trustees suggested the other day as a motto for the University, 

"The Increase of Knowledge". He asked me to put it into Lat i r . 

I did so in a rough-hewn fashion in this: "Pro Scient ia Augienda". 

Now will you be good enough to put the thought into good Latin, 

and ret urn it to me, so that I can add it to our list? 

With sincere regards, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

-77~~~ 

Mr. W. G. Hale, 
The University of Chicago. 





(COPY) 

Veritas, Libertas 

Veritas, Libertas, Virtus 

Verit8ti Servia , Veritate Servo 

Veritatern Quaere, Veritate Servia 

Veritatern Quoero, Veritatem Servo 

Veritatem Quaerirnus 

:Veritas Pro Vita 

Sine Lege Nulla Li be rtf:l s 





\tbe 'Ulnt"erait}? ot ~btcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLE R 

®mce ot tbe ~test~ent 

COPY November 17, 1910. 

My dear Dr. Eliot:-

I am wondering whether you could and 

would give a little of your time to render a service to 

the University of Chicago. We have never yet decided upon 

a motto. Our seal will contain on a shield argent a 

phoenix gules, and on its breast an open book of the first 

with edges gilded. We desire to place the motto on the 

pages of the book. It is to be in Latin, and should be 

brief. We have had many suggestions. moat of them more 

or less hackneyed. A tew of these I enclose, as 

illustrative. I confess that the only one that especially 

appeals to me is the last one. If you could make a 

suggestion, or possibly two or three suggestions, the Board 

of Trustees would highly appreciate the courtesy and 

kindness. 

With sincere regards, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Harry Pratt Judson 

Dr. Charles w. Eliot, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 





JEJHNEHTA~~,Plcn;:SIDE~--:r 
Gm;_,_~5l;,~50N.\:ICEBmsn»~"T 
\GJIIL\.TT..Y~T.Jlt&:nl., YicET•m;smlc~-r 

_:Jl).~Qrrc;r"t]).:_y~"\ICEHil<:SIDENT 
JBJlJ.§W,JMO...'VH.;'\![CEThmsmEI•;T 
JQl:J.U¥{3. "JEJHlliY,SEcnJ~T.i\HY 

_£]_~ rKW-~biUJL, G~HlllER 

J..Ev~UID..I.' ~'i,....:\ssT. G.-....;nnm 
J&":l JESG~,_.I:\swr. G.\.sumit 

No .. m.oo 

~G ~~o ~>J:.UIL..l~...&.:~'M~ 
OF(JBJI:UAGO 

G..UJ>Jl.T....U::.. ~3.000.000. 
s m n"LIJ§ ~4iOOo.ooo. 

•·, CAGO, ... Jantl~Y 20, 1911 . 
'-~:;$ · 

i'ltr . David A. Robertson, 

Uni ve1·sity of Chicago, 

C h i c a g o . 

Dear 11r . Robertson :-

In answer to your lettel." of yesterdc..y, I 

enclose the only pape:r that I have in my hands relating to 

the adoption of the Seal and Coat- of-arms of the University . 

The desiEn for the Seal has not yet been accepted . I 

think it is novr in the hands of Shepley, Rutan & Coolide;e, 

Boston, for a final revision . I think Dr . Goodspeed has 

the letter you refer to , it:J which is enumerated certain 

principles of heraldry . I turned over all of the corres-

:pondence to him . I ~ras about to write to him, asking for 

all the L1enoranda that he had, in connection with the Seal and 

Coat-of-arms , as I think it important that a recorcl should be 

kept of the history of the adoption of the Coat - of- ,:.:..:rDs and 

the Seal . 

E n c 

.. .. 





-----
SUGGESTED MOTTOES 

~/b 
Veritas Libertas 

Veritas Libertas Virtus 

Veritat i Servio Veritate Servo 

Veritatem Quaero Veritate Servio 

Veritatem Quaero Veritatem Servo 

Veritat em Et Servo 

Veritatem Quaerimus 

Veritas Pro Vita 

)<' 
I 

X c:fc2J yi v~!~e­
se rvio Et Servo 

(mihi Universitati est) 

Truth And Liberty { !.Jat i..11 or English) 

Truth (Latin or English) 

Truth The Supreme Thil'lg {Latin or English) 

The Truth Shall Make You Free {Latin or English i.e., Veritas Vos 
Liberabit) 

Sine Lege Nulla Libertas 

Magna Vis Veritatis (quae ••• facile se par se ipsa defendat) 





-Y 

h 

··h .or-> (~ -~· 

r :;':J~ n 

tion 

1ch .. ll-

p .a..::..ll I 

d 

cola 

tlO!i 

. () 

oi' 

oon 

. • 

np th \t "'rt 

6 

of a_ . 

h,p 

tc 

d ·:L: "' .. .... 

U• I ace 

c r :trl • 2.nc 

f..v ent& h ,ulc b 

th hi 

• dl.tlon t _ t} :tront1 Pl. G 

bls "'"a pu ll. it l."'ack r.d 

n tl.Oll or •' 1 ptl l~c 

of l"l. 

of ·~ U iv ril.i:.:" . .... 

opy le ·r -
to 

In r 

loil of 

re. i 1 

.... o !l'·· tLer ~ n cr"':r' 10n yo 1 tln.n it deal to u'b 

-



r 

• 

• 



concer 

v rs 

t.e r nro on hieh 

ent. 

r·. Cllarl )6 };. rutre.n iii& On' 

Co tJ l:Jrc h ~ o · · l3 , r~ 1 • , 



• 0 

not~·=~ o.!I .A .a 
Jlt oj 'l.SJul~a 

a I. 

• 



1 • 



• 

• 

I • 



,.. " -

in r a . a 4 i oor , th rlTf r lll be .1 ,, 

ic . 

rn:l • 

-idont . 

. ' 



!! 

• 



I 

ller ell& 

ri no t • 
ri ;h 

fo 

0 , pl t or 

ol 

bl c' 

r l.Cl 

I f 

ic 



• 

' 

• 



tch n.on 

} i h '0 

r . 

to 

11 c 
20 j 

Sf} ' I 

- ' .... 

t. I 

t 

0 

to o for ·e .. 



• 

.. 

• 

I 

• 



Cor(1plying with your request the criticism of the 
~ttering in the drawings of the Coat of Ar.ms and the Seal of 

fhe University of Chicago was that the selection of the Gothic 
or Black lettsr hand for the outer circle and capitals (a 
modified Roman) for the matter inside of the Quatrefoils was 
good. The same may be said of the Black-letter or Boclk-hand . · 
chosen for the motto in theCoat of Anna. But that in execution 
it was poor, showing the designer ·had no clear conception of 
the correct f~rms of thaletters he was using, or their lineage. 
Consequently he has gone badly astray as was pointed out to you, 
eepe.cially as to the structural proportion of some of the 
characters and the incorrect way in which he began and ended 
or finished them. 

The lettering of the motto in the Coat of Ar.ms 
ia bad, so bad it would be difficult to know how or where to 
begin to criticse it. That you may have it in evidence the 
Arm is herewith returned. 

It goes without saying that the lettering is a 
necessary and important feature in these drawings, the Arms 
and Seal of a great institution, and should he appropriate and 
correct in every respect and legible and beautiful. 

I am 

Yours sincerely, 

C. L. Ricketts (Signed) 

-t 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

~be \llnt\?eratt~ of (tbicago 
FOU~IDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 

ttbe 'Ulnt"erstt)2 JPtess 

April 15, 1912. 

Des..r President Judson: 

I hand you herswi th the original 

drawings o'ff the Seal and Coat of Arms showing 

the revision of the lettering agreed upon last 

week. I shall endeavor to secure Mr. Ricketts' 

criticisms of the lettering on the Seal so that 

you will have it tomorrow morning. 

Very truly yours, 

Presi,ient H. P. Judson, 

The University of Chicago. 
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\tbe 1llni\lersitl2 of <tbicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKErELLER 

ttbe 'Ulnt\?etaitl2 ll)teaa 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

April 17, 1912. 

Dear President Judson: 

I beg to report that I have received 

through Dr. Goodspeed the designs of the coat of 

A~a and Seal showing the revision of the lettering 

made by 1 r. Ricketts, and that I ar . IJro ceeding with 

the plan to publish these designs as authorized 

by recmnt action of the Committee on Expenditures . 

The work will be r eady for the June nmnber of the 

~~agazine . 

Very truly y urs , 

President H. P. Judson, 

The University of Chicago. 

Nr£-FHH 













Cbiengo, ay 31, 1912 

h t laat been 

adopted. '1'h charg ave hot~ '11c you kno ,. he hoeni 

book. --~ re tudy of • ign re i 'l ' in th 1fting or th& 

t 
boot to the po 1 t on !! chief. :i. e s~u w111 a uol i h d t .e 

lOth of June. t t tim you ll r ce a oop~r ot tht ma~in 

con tatning the r 1nal foNJ. Your own ~har i rt'pol:ling tJtG 

de&tgn itt mentionflcl in the articl.t wht dl ace. panya the a • 

D.A.a ... a •• 

..,. . 
. .J~·'" 'Mr. Pi r-r d 

Co-'-on1 
h :tgnor. l 

Club, 
C-.mbl'1.dg , 

Sincerely Y4Utll, 

D. A. Robertson 
Secretary to the President 

Secretary to tl Pro idonto 
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~!lk$~~~2/;; 
/'/~~)'k 

OF ~ IC E OF 

THE PRESIOENT ~~ September 30 1913. 

Dr. Harry Pratt Judson, 
University of Chica~o, 

Chicago, Ill~nois. 

Dear Sir:-

Mr. Vanderlip has instructed me to write 

to ask if you will be good enough to send him a copy 

of your corporate seal. If it is possible to do so, 

he would prefer a drawing of it to a small cut. 

The use to which he intends to put the seal 

is to have a copy of it carved in the ceiling of the 

living room at his country estate, whmh he is finish-

ing in very fine wood work and paneling. There are 

to be a number of panels and in each of them is to be 

carved the seal of an· educational institution with 

which he has been directly connected. 

Mr. Vanderlip will greatly appreciate it if 

you can comply with his request. 

Very truly yours, 

~£..{~ 
Secretary. 
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Ohio go. Octob .. 913 

Dear olr: -

I m aend~n you un r noth co r c y 

of h Un1 ersit 0 hi ago a. oont in ; .t . 

n v r i y flO t r 8 and th 00 porate· s a 0 th 
ins itution ik h gr at e 1 0 th 0 it d St toa. 
the xa.ot oal 0 th n1 e l.ty or ~hie, 0 iO) used by t.l 

in titut~on onl for ocu ants be r·ng ""' e na4·uro of 

the r i ant 9 diploma • official 1 tors, e o. •or he 

titl p ge o ook • for station u atr tor decorat ve 

purpose • t ooa o ar. is ~s d. I think . ;r nda lip 

11 o o or, that t.a ooat o· r is ·ch the 

or user 1 pa orn for suoh a purpoa o in n ~ o u a 
it. 

Sincer 1y yours, 

Seceetary to the Prasid nt 

D..t • - D. 

r rol • Bor er 
ational vity nK 0 ~e· York 

ew ork, • Y. 





ltbe 'Ulni"ersitl? ot ~btcaoo 
~mce of tbe aounael an~ l3uatneaa .Manager 

ROOM 1204, 134 SOUTH LA SALLE ST . 

TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 214 

Mr. David A. Robertson, 
The University ot Chicag • 

J)e~Mr. Robertson: , . ...,.,. ------ -- - ~ 

~gust 11, 1914. 

Referrjng to the use of the Universit,y 

seal, ·there is no que a tion, I should think, but that the seal 

should be confined strictly to the instruments signed by the 

President personally. The attestation of the Secretary is the 

most solemn affirmation known to the law that the signature 

to the instrument is the veritable signature of the President 

of the University himself. 

I should think the University recorder or Mr. Mallory 

would be competent to issue an official statement as to oor-

respondence work. I should, by all means, prevent, unless 

authorized by the Board of Trustees of the University, the 

affixing of the University seal to any instrument not signed 

by the President of the University or by the Vice-President 

or Acting President, each in his own name and by his own hand, 

a.cting in his official capacity. 

Yours very truly, 
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ear r. B~okaans-

there was torcibl7 borne in upon m thA n~ed o~ r -

vision ot the Unlveralt~ custom with ~eeard to tha 

se ot t a se and th eai ent a slgnat~ro~ e-

cause J'Ol1 ve ocantl~ had soma eorreapondenoa with 

r. ~ng ll eoncernln tho Rush me .1cal diplomas, ~ 

am wondering 1f you 111 not take up •1 statement t 

the a t1 a. 

he Great ~eal or e United 3ta.tea 

ls ~oeer?ed tor those documents bearing th~ sis ure 

ot he resi ont or th9 Unl t d tat s and the s.t..testlna 

ten ture of a oret~ry ot State. ~hls • I under-

etud e the g naral praotice •1th re~ard o th use 

~his is tho fractice which h 

Pr siden't's Otflc of the Un1Ter3lt7 or h1oa.go haa 

been pursuin.g. eal ls placed on t os letters 

ot reooiuaend t1on whlah llaYe been turnlshed to 1n-

tructor going abroad. ~bes letters re signed b7 
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Chic ~o~ Octob r 26 5 1914 

&F ... r .:.tr. '~ llo ry;-

he custom or educational and oth ·r 

institut· ns w:th rogbrd t6 th~ uso . th· Presi ent's 

signature .. :ad he se .L of th~ Jnstltuti n \~as canvassed 

t his summer &s th result of soma difficulty connected 

with our U.lvers l t d i plomas. 

'J. h A • "!.> t3 , • d ) n t d 1 :r e ~ t s m o t o s ay t h a t 

ne:rcaft 1• tho Jni"l 1·s i .r ~}t~bl ,,ill bo u .d only for 

docu ant bearing t e resid nt's c•T'll. slgneture. ~his 

You ~ill na~ the nece s1ty, 

therefo. f o~ · 1 \ · f o r ·o f c !" t9 d . .. n t i 1 1 n tiL.. \# o r r a s pond-

enc ~ udy Pep rtm t. I call your attention to th 

custom of the ecordar' Offico in c tif~ing to credit. 

ay I uggest t1a • s th3 _eeord9r i ooiret-nt to sign 

for the Un1 raity in ~ll c ses, you in our dap rt~ nt 

are lik wiaa compot ntr A n rorm, at ny rata, see s 

to be necessary. 

(Ctinaoraly your , 

D. A. R.-D. 

Mr. H. F. ~ llory 
The University of Ohio go S oret· ry to the President . 





,~ of Tne Uni v .rsj ty of C Lcaro 

In vie"rv of the cppc: rent disagr.:;e :1ent whiclJ. a ears 

in the eorresp=>ndence files, e.s to ·ho 'US tLe a 1t or 

of tle ootto of th niversity: 

"Cresca.t r-c ·enti· , vitn excolrtur- 'Let ~now­

ledee gro·'; fro· more to rmre; And ..,o be h an 
l"fe enriched . '" 

I have m.!.de :nquiry to dpt r· ··.no the fE.cts . In b 

o1 page 46 !, . • Goodspeed cr1dits P .. ~..:.ssor Pcul S orey 

v·i th the authorship of thn otto . 1 f+.,o:c re~' .; n , t e 

correspondence in the files I 'tide i.:ncu·ry of Profe ... sor 

Gordon La ·ng, who vas cloa:;ely ~8soc.i.'"'"t ' ,.;. th 1y.)th 

Professor Hale and rofes•·or· Sl-torey f'.t the time the 

motto 1as adopted . Professor Le~n~ tell~ th:·-.t he 

'7f...S present on the trn.;n w· th PrrJf ssor Ha... Pnd Pro "'eEf r 

Shorey th d y th qu st ·on of c suit, 1)le ti~o cc...-a up 

and t 'a,t in " .s pre. en-ce Prof ssor bi orey o "fer~d the 

motto which · r s ado >ted by t e UniverFity .. 

11/8/L.J. .. 





ttbe 1llnt\'erstt)? of ~btcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ROCKEFELLER 

"mce ot tbe aouneel an~ :Euetneee manager 
ROOM 1204. 134 SOUTH LA SALLE ST . 

TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 214 

February 8, 1912, 

Mr. Horace S. Fiske, ... 
The University of Chicago, 

Chic.qgo. 

Dear :M:r. Fi eke: .. 

I .oon serviing with thi '3 the 9ea.l t:1.nci coat-of-arms 

of the Uni ver si ty recently a.oopteti by t'Yle Bo1.rti.. The seal is 
' . 

used to authenticste the solemn, formal action of .the Univer sity, 

such as the conferring to ~egrees, t 1.le conveyance of lqnti, the 

making of contr~cts. For symbolic ~evices, ~ecorative purpo~es, 

or architectural uses, the cost-of-a.rms is u9eti. The l~tter 

must consist of only h;=tlf of the birti., issuing frr.m fl~es. Wnere 

color is use~,the flames must alw~ys he of the nroper color, The 

phoenix, of course, is not ~ gr~ceful, full length eagle, but a 

mythical birr! 9Upposeti. to be immune from fire, The eea.l will 
'I 

be ~hout two inches in ~iameter. The Presi0ent thinks the first 

use of it might well he its auth0rizen punlic~tion in the 

University ~~gazine. Tlle o a.te of the A.qoption of the coat-of-

arms was August 16, 1910. 

seal was J:~.nu arv 30, 1912. 

2 Enclosures. 

P.S. 

The date of the Rrloption of the 

Very truly yours, 

The co~t-of-~rm~ ~~~ gugg~st~~ by Pierre ~e Ch~i~non 1~ Roge 
.r.tnri . fin'llly -'1e":3ign~ Y _ H. Fq.rnllt:Un Burke of HP-rql~~ Colleage, 
Lon~on. V.H. 





~be 'Uln~"ersit~ of <tbicago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D . ~OCKEFELLER 

®mce of tbe RuNtot 

Chicago, March 1, 1912. 

My dear Mr. Fiske;-

Enclosed please find copy of a 

letter concerning the Arms for the University of 

Chicagp from Perre de Chignon la Rose, dated 

July 29, 1910. When this letter ha.s served your 

purpose will you kindly return it to this office? 

Yours truly, 

Mr. H. s. Fiske, 

Enclosure. 





COPY 

Anna t r Th UniTersity of Chicago. 

In deTis1ng a seal tor the Un1Tersity ot Chicag , I 

am informed that it shall be heraldic, in acoordano ith 

ancient ·nglish, Continental, and Am rican precedent. It 

will be necessary, then., bet re c nsidering a seal as s uch, 

t establish heraldic bearings t r th UniTersity, which 

will later be incorporated in the seal. 

It is desired, I a told, to sh · on th A e the 

"Found r' Tower". A to er 1 a rec gn z .. d h raldio •ch rge" • 

The h raldic t r, h eT r, i lway in it dra in~s b sed 

upon the fonn familiar t che s players. 'It eh l d be clearly 

nder to d that the p rp s neraldry _ s never been t 

depict, by its ch rgea, a a ~oif o bject, but merely t typify, 

in t"1e ost c nventi nal manner osaib.Le, class f bjec s. 

If it is desired to indicate th under's Toler, the m st 

sch larly way w uld be by m ns t th u 1 her· ldic al)et ract 

c nventi n- the c eaa fonu of t wer. I~, howeTer, the auth r­

ities cannot brig the elves to th·e level of detachment, a 

kind of reo'edent tor th ounder's T er can be tound in the 

· seals t T ral English munici l o r po rati na ( ee the Bo k 

r ~ublic A~ s, by A. c. Fox- vies), here in som~ cases are 

sh n re res nati ns of p resumably actual ediaeTal str ctures. 

An heraldic urist ilL explain these Tagaries by sh wing that 

in uost , pronably in all cases, the e exceptional seals were 

deTised bet r the rise and spr a.d of h raldry an ign ranee ot 

its rules; that later, the object deplete were aimply plac d 

upon a shiel as a backgr und, and haTe since bee made to 

serve as hf:lra.ldry- like the illiterate •a.r. s" of the Se .. f 

Sod r and ~ , etc. HoweTer, th y help t establ. sh a p recedent 





which ma~ modern heralds would consider Tal1d, and ill serTe 

as a sufficient apology for the Univer ity a~s i f the F under's 

T er is retained. 

A book, is t cours , a Tery frequent charge on academic 

arms: it appears on the shield f the oldeet English t undations-

Oxt rd., and the old et American- rtard • 

The heraldic charge, however, which in my opinion, will 

m at clearly id nti!y the ar.me of the Jniversity of Chicag , 

is t'l-e "phoenix"- an oagle'·shaped bird rising tr m flames. 

And a.s the f'undamen~al purpose or coat of arms i simi)ly to 

identify its ner (• Ar.ma aunt distinguend1 Cau a"), nd n t, 

a is vulgarly supj}Oeed, to symbolize his origin, hist ry, 

aoheivements, aspirations etc., any charge that can b reg{;4rded 

a culiarly ap ro r~ te tr m' thi 

h ghest value. 

inv t view, h s the 

J'inally, in regard to the "tinotur s", or hera die c lours 

f t e shield, we hav ae guide th established athlo~io 

c loure of the Univers ty: maro n an hite- f which t~ 

h~rl die equivalents are •g.les" and argent". These c lours 

sht')uld nbviotely preponderat , and it sh uld be remembered that 

the oldest and best shields rarely d!aplay m r than t 

tinctures. 

In my first sketch (arg nt n a pho nix gule an open 

book on the first, edged and bound or), I have represented tho 

•University or Chicago in the simplest possible t r.m, nd 

ther f r - t t herald- th best. Th1 i the desjgn which, 

tr m every point f view I should mo t str ngly rec ® end. It 

ie heraldry pure and simple, and tree tr many architectural 





sentimentalities. The seal wil in another ay reo . rd the -
University's gratitude, by the legend • unded by J hn D. 

Roekefeller.• The open book calls tor a brief inscription, 
r( 

auch a Dominus illuminatio ea" of Oxford, the •ver1tas• ot 

Harvard, the "Lux et veritas• of Yal , etc. 

In my sec nd sketch ~Argent, on phoenix gules as in­

esc'toh on f th field, hereon the F under's Tower of the 

U. f c. of the Beoond), the design sufficiently expl ins 

itself: it is simple and perepicuo s heraldry, and haa the 

merit f reducing the s mewha.t unheraldic feature ot the 

.J ounder' e Tower to a minim • The to er here is in its dra -

in s brought down to the a:simpleat po-:waibl terms and ia more 

heraldic -in its ett ct than upon a 1 rg r scale. For the uae 

f an "ineao utc eon" we have ae · reoed nt the r.ms of Lincoln 

College, Oxtord. eaare. Shepl y , Rutan an C olidge will 

probably feel that much f the char.m f the building has been 

sacrificed, s uch ae aubtle and valuable variations of hlign­

ment of opening . , etc. But as so many sacrifices have to be 

· made to the exegencies of convent . onal heraldry, I cann t help 

feeling t~at they will feel better satisfied if th y themselves 

dra.w)this very abstract reduction of their distinguished archi­

tectural design, and ill gladly, s tar as I can, rep.roduce 

their details. 

In .. y third sketch {Argent, t e Founder's Tower of the u. 
of C.; an inescutcheon:- or a phoenix gules an pen book rg nt, 

the edges and binding of the field), I have emphasis d th 

tower nd reduced the "Chica. '"> " details. An amat~ herald may 

object that where t he gold field of the inescutche n impinges 





upon the main ailTer ti ld 1 the h ra.ld1o law t rbidding the 

placing of' •metal upon metal" is violated. But as a matter of 

tact, an inescutcheon is invariably exempted trom this rule,­

an · furthennor , the major part of the inescutcheon reposes 

~n the gules ot th to er. Her , because ot the redueed size 

at tho book, an inscription on it would be undesirable. 

In determining the merits of these designs. they should 

be studied at a di tance, and their relative tfectiveneaa 

thus determined. The shield which at a d1 tanc 1 the implest 

and most perspicuous- has the · most "oa.rrying power"- is a.l ~aye 

the best heraldry- } y own judgement place the in the order 

named. 

In s orne of the sketohee eubmi tted to rne, four books ha.ve 

appeared. I ~u unwilling to tollow this suggestion, as, in 

c n,junct1 n ith .any larger ch rge, uc.. th to er, they 

make the shield look unpleasantly "spotty", -an effect which 

the e rly heralds vigourously avoided. 

(Signed) Perre de Chignon la Rose. 

ambridge, 29 Ju y 191 • 
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Copy or-

OJZ.JGINAL CoAT or- Al2.Ko o~ 

TH!: UNIVI:R51TY Of CHICAGO, 

Dl:~J G N·I:D .BY M I:, .:BVRK.I:, 

Of LONDON, l:NCLAND_ 

S.Hl:PL'l:l'{ £UTAN ~ COOLl DG'f:. 
C..t-ft<::~~o. . . 
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