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cf tr e Univ$rs1ty of Illinois under your aclDiin·'.stra.tic11. 
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Urbana-Champaign, Illinois 

January. 14, 1907 

My dear Sir: 

·r am ~iting to ask y.ou to do a favor for the University .of 
Illinois and our edueatioLal systam in general. 

Inclosed please find an extract from the Message sent to the 
nJ . .:Lllois Legislature at Springfield, 'by Governor Charles S. Deneen, 
JaLuary 9, 1907. It ex?l£ins itself. It is a statesrnn•-like utte~an~e, 
and the Governor's stand in this matter should be app:r o·;;ed by all our 
citizens. 

You would do the University or Illinois. and through it the 
Commonwealth itself, a great service, and thus benefit the (,ause o! 
higher education in general, in state and nation, if you would write to 
Go"'.l t:)rllor Del1een a ~et-ter expressing your gratification as a citizen of 
lllinvis, at the ad"Q'anced position which he has taken in regard to the 
future of the University, and strongly indorsing his policy in this re
spect. 

The University of Illinois is just upon the verge of becomi~g 
one o! the great universities of the country, no matter how you define 
the term 11 great," whether as to quality of work or number of students. 
A .. llttle active effort on the part of its friends--and every resident 
of the state should be its friend~-will put the University in the posi• 
tion which I am sure every patriotic citizen of the state eraves for it. 

If you ean see your way elear to doing this I should be glad 
· if you would let me know when you have written aueh a letter. 

Fai th!ully yours, 

Im; 





EXTRACT FROM THE MESSAGE SENT BY GOVERNOR CHARLES S. DENEEN TO 
THE ILLINOIS LEGISLATURE, JANUARY 9, 1907. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

''The attention oi the Legislature is called to the work and needs of our State University. The 
people of Illinois take pride in the growth of this institution and in the attention its remarkable 
advancement in attendance and efficiency has attracted throughout the nation. It is the desire 
of all citizens, who have the interest of our educational system at heart, that the university of the 
commonwealth, should take the same high place among the universities of the United States, as 
Illinois occupies in the sisterhood of states. This institution, the crown of our educational sy'3tem, 
should be maintained at a standard which will offer to the children of the State the finest facili
ties for education in every department of learning and in the various professions. Aside from the 
exceptional cases of students, who, in the pursuit of studies in the languages and history, literature 
and arts, seek the foreign centers \Yhich, in some branches of these studies, offer facilities to be 
found nowhere else, there is no reason why any of the youth of our State should leave its borders 
to obtain the most advanced education. As an enlightened community, placing a high value up
on its educational institutions, our people will not be satisfied with any lower degree of excellence 
in its highest institution of learning. 

The attainment of this high standard requires the strengthening and extension of certain de
partments of university work. Among these perhaps the most important department, is the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. Upon the investigative work of this department depend 
the vigorous growth and development of all other branches of the university, including the agri
cultural, the engineering, and the liberal arts. I need only call the attention of the General Assembly 
to the immense and highly practical benefits conferred upon our citizens by a single branch of one 
of these departments,-the Agricultural Experiment Station,-to emphasize the importance from 
a commercial as well as an educational point of view, of the labors of our State University. 

Similar practical work of the highest utility to a variety of our industries has been done by the 
Engineering Experiment Station, the State Water Survey, the Department of Ceramics, and the De
partment of Applied Chemistry. These departments have gathered in!ormation of the most varied 
kinds from all parts of the world, and have determined by experiment, what portion of it is avail
able for use in meeting the needs of Illinois, and no one familar with the natural resources of the 
State, but is aware that the strictly commercial benefits annually conferred by their work, measured 
in dollars and cents, vastly exceed the total expenditure for the maintenance of the university 
since its foundation. 

The en duPing excellence of the work of these departments, (and the same is true of the other 
departments of university work) depends upon the strictly scientific character of the investigative 
work of the graduate school, which underlies all this practical activity. 

The State University of Illinois should excel in the studies thus related to the practical activ
ities of our people, and to the learned professions. In these departments, the State should set a 
high standard, worthy of, and compelling, the emulation of all other higher institutions of learning. 

The advantageous extension and improvement of this important work will call for an in
creased appropriation. The Board of Trustees of the University has given the subject careful 
consideration, and ·will present to you its recommendations. I commend them to you as worthy of 
your most earnest attention.'' 
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With sincere regards, 

Yours, 
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UNIVERSITYOF ILLINOIS f 1,)/v 

PRES>DENT"s OFFICE . ,J)ly--/ j;:p ) 
-~ I / ~w ( i v V . -~ rwtv 

v Urbana-C l-amraien , Illinois 

March 20 , 1907 

President Harry Pratt Judson 

University of Chicago 

Chicago , Illinois 

.~y dear President Judson. 

It seaos that the University of Illinois did not join tha 

Association of American Universities when it ras first or anized , though I 

am told it had an - invitation, and that later wren it desired admission 

for some reason or other its application was rejected or deferred or simply 

not acted upon . 

I am writing to ask you whether you are willing to nominate the 

University of Illi nois for membership in this Association . If so we should bo 

very glad to receive that courtesy at your hands . If for any reason you are 

not willing to do so , please feel perfectly free to tell me so , as I shall not 

take it i l l in any way. 

Faithfully yours , 
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UNIVERSITY COURSES IN EDMUND J, JAMES, Ph. D., LL.D., 
President of the University 

DAVID KINLEY, Ph. D., LL. D., 
Mercantile Business 
Accountancy 
Railway Ad-ministration 
Banking 
Insurance 
Journalism 
The Consular Service 

Director 
NATHAN A. WESTON, Ph. D., 

THE COURSES IN BU~l'NESS ADMIN 1ST, Assistant Director 

Personal. 

President Harry P 

University 

C'!hioago~ Ill •. 

Dear President Judson: 

I am very glad to got llr. eei:er•s note. However, you will do 

us a reul servioe it you oan impress it on r. eeker• s mind that this 

is really a serious matter. The partioular member of the Board. of 

Trustees who is making this attaolt is determined to foroe the thing 

to an issue, and ir r ossible get rid of James, no matter what the ooat 

to the reputation of individuals, or the prosperity of' the University . 

What be want to do is to be eleoted president of' the Board of' Trustees 

next Maroh; then he will appoint the other looul Trustee as a member 

of' the exeout1ve oamnittee, and th~se two will then run the University , 

huvil'lg meetings of the Board only quarterlJ'• lie hae himself told me 

that that is : the wuy to do. It would be most disastrous if anything of 

this kind should be brought about. Therefore I hope tlat Ur. Keeker 

will see to it that he 1s :present tA.t the next meeting or the Board , 

Whioh will be in Chioogo next Wednesdav, and also at the Uaroh 

meeting, whioh is the regulu.r quarterly meeting, when the President 

of the Board of Xrueteea is eleoted. Friends or President James nd 

the University of I linois will maRe a mistake if theJ fail 





resi ent H. • J u son 2 

re lize the seriousne~•s of tl e sit.uut :.on nd d.o not use every offor to 

ett o t is matter de in i~ e ly und final ly so that the e;ent l cmun .)ohind 

the movement ill be l eft in so hope l ess u mi nor ~Y us· o oo.usc !-\ 

re ignation .. or at least the oessation or his aotivity, I do not want 

to 3tir p mutters unduly, or to ~sk the friends of President James 

or the University to do more than is neoesaary, but I am not alono 

in holtiing the above opinion. It will be very disastrous if thi 

matter beoomes a pub,l io quarrel. It very soon will beoome so unless 

the Board ot Trustees very deoisively takes a stand at an earl~r meet ine. 

If it onoe beoames a publ1o matter it will involve politioa, religion, 

the present state administration, the outgoing administration u.nd. the 

pol1 t 1oal aims of our looal oongressman. All this would be very un

fortunate. I sm repeating it, however, with the hope that Kr. Meeker 

on learning it muy make whatever suorifioe is nooe:1sary to attend at 

least the next two Bourd meetings. I shall be glad to know sanething 

ot rs Henrotln1 s attitude. 

Thunking you tor your kindness in the matter, I am, with 

best wishes, 
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