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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

MA DISON 

OFFICE Of' THE PRESIDENT 

My dear 

May 1 ask if 

the University of Chicago plans to have an 

exb.il)it at the St. Louis -mxposition? If so, 

and if it is not asking too much, I should 

be very greatly indebted to you for a gen-

eral statement as to thB scope of such 

exhibit and the probable cost of the sarne. 

Very truly yours, 

{~~ ;C/;;%,/~ 
President ll . R. Harper, 

The University of Chicago . 
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D c ,:.ib r .. ;;> t, 1903 .. 

P es iu '} n t ·· fL Van dhe, 

'l.y de r Pr.3· !. d.cn~ Vi:!n !!' e :-

r a-i writing to nu.y t ha t t. o Senitae 

of t he l...nivi .l"::dty of Ch~t;ago 'i'4;;i rcco:.urr.cndo · 1~0 t he trP.; : 0 1 
<°!' : r d t.r~e 

tr•1st~oo L~vo votod to ClH fer 11 Jon yo 1 tr.a do ·rso of D0cto ~ of L!tws 

in tok l"1 of their a!Jprac. nt ion of ~; Lo vulu~uL worv ic l you ham 

contrHut.f:u t o. thr cn1 s. of ~;eolor,ica.l soionct1. :Ja should 1 bee 

very much indeod to rw.va t .10 confo:rrin.; or t he dc r;ree ta e place on 

Tln;Jday evening, Decouber 22nd. 

confar~Ad at thie time. If it is your ploa~1ra t o accept the aegreo, 

and if t,his should bo ~- convenient t be, ·T :f.ould ba gla d t o ne r 

from you. 

Yours vt:ry truly, 
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QFFICE Of THE PRESIDENT 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

MADISON 

My dear President Harper,-

n 0 v e rr:b er 23 ' 19 03 • 

Responding to your letter of t .e 20th of 

November enclosing a letter from President Angell, I have to ay 

that it seems to me that it is hardly advisable for us to hold a 

conference w~th either Professor Pattengill or Professor Lane s ince 

neither can speak with authority on larger matters ol' policy which 

we would naturally wish to discuss. 

I shall be in Chicago about Wednesday December 2nd. If you 

desire it, I shall be glad to come down to the University and we 

can talk over matters and n. t least agree so far as Chica.:,o and Wis -

consin are con~ed as to the policy wnich we regcrd ns desirable 

in Athletics. 'fjP 
In t he meantime I would like to sugsest two or tJTee points 

for your consideration. 
f 

1. I s it not desirable that the .football season close 8atur-

day preceding Thanksgiving as in t °he East? The reasons for this 

change were fully set forth at the time it waG made in the east. 

Some of them are as follows: That Thanksgiving day is intended 

for another purpose than for sports. The students who uive the 

Thanksgiving Football games have two or three free days after the 

day of the game and are much more likely to indul1e in di~Gipation 

than they are when the game is played on Saturday and they are 

obliged to be at their work by Monday morning. 

Finally, the training for football is of so severe a nature 

that it necessarily interferes with the regular work in th Uni irnr-

si ty. Therefore it is advantageous to have t he season as short 
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(2) 

as possible c ons is tent with the development of an e1'fi-ci ent t eam . 

2 . Would it n ot ·be an advantage t o pur-i ty in ath letics t o 

require one years resi d ence for stude nts coming from p reparatory 

schools as well as students c oming from colleges b efore t h ey may 

play upon t h e college teams? The present year the re has been 

u pon the part of .. t h e coa che s a somew:i-te..t undignif'ied scran1b le f or 
/ 

High School gr aduates wh o have become knovm as ef ficie nt in ath le t -

ics . While the one year rule would not altoge t he r e liminate this 

evil it would at l east alleviate it precisely as it has done in 

t h e case of migration of students between t he colleges. 

3 . Should not t he one year resi de nce rule also be applied 

to t h e Graduate School as well as t o the Und,_, r gradu ate Depa rtment? 

Th e reasons for t h i s change are not so st rong as in the 

c ase of one year o:f res i dence for all stude nt s entering t h e under-

g .r aduate departments . 

If t h e second and third propositions were a cc epted t his 

would make t he one year reside nce rule app ly in a ll cases. If t h e 

west takes this po s ition it wil l b e d istinc tly i n advance of the 

East . For a time we may t hereby lo s e s ome s tud er ts wh o will go 

east with the hope of at once getting upon t h e 'Va r s ity Teams , but 

thi s loss wi ll be comparatively small, and arrong ourselves we will 

all be upon an equal plane and I b eli e ve a hirjle r one tha.n at pre s ent 

exists . 

I have t a lked a l l the s e matt e r s over with Professo r Rlic ter, 

Chairman of t h e Ath letic Counci 1 here, v1h wi 11 repr esent V''i !'.:'c ons in 

at the r.egu.lar I ntercollegi a te Confer e11ce 'ollo nnr.; ThanJ.rsgi ving. 

If you agree to a ny of the pr op ositions sugg e sted it wou l d b e very 

advantageous if y our r e present t i ve we r e i n,..,tr ucted in ac e; ordu.nce 

with y ou r views . 



,. r 

. ~ 
~ &f 

-.. r Qr 
I 

• f / J 
I 

{ 
I 

~. 
~ ' 
~ 

C'. 

_ , l-'l 

. ' 



I 

f o ·a 

J \ • h 

tL ..... t l. - t .. 'I.~1 t: IG th, · ,,,•u'Li.; caH ae ·• 

ic; f i for , i1A n t 

th~~t in ... l_ our rolt.ti.or.sl_..its • inch.ti.Lg l! .h .t~i.;s, t1 re rr. y be tle 

u tl 110 t r;ood fooling. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

MADISON cD 
Octob e r 30, 1903 • . 

My dear President Harp er:-

I am very sorry 

indeed that an indisposition prevents y ou from 

c oming to Madis on to-morrow. 

It is entirely possible that I shall be 

able to attend the banquet of the British 

Educational Commission, but I cannot say c er-

tainly until I know the date. 

We have at the University of Wisconsin a .. 

convocation on Friday of each week at twelve 

o'clock. May I hope that some time during the 

autumn you will address our students? If you 

come all other exercises would be suspended, 

and I could promise you as an audience practical-

ly our entire student body. 

If you do come I shall. hope that you will 

be able to stay with us over Sunday and get some 

rest. 





~ l 

Trusting that you will be able to visit 

U$ soon, I remain 

TO 

Very sincerely yours, 

President William R. Harper, 

University of Chicago, 

Chicago, Ill • . 

< 
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1llni"etsit~ of WHsconstn. 
I 

JDepactment of (L;eolog\? anti ~inecnlog\?. 

CHARLES R. VAN HISE . 

Madison, Wis . , May 1, 1903 . 

My dear President. Harper : -

For your wann letter of congratulation I thank you, and 

especially for your feeling that the choice of President of the ·univer­

sity of Wisconsin will be of advantage to that institution . Your pledge 

of hearty good wishes on the part of yourself and the University of 

Chicago means much to me . 

The work vrhich I have done at the University of Chicago before 

an advanced class has helped me greatly in t he preparation of a work 

upon which r have been engaged for some years; but at the present moment 

and with reference to my future duties, I value most the friendships 

which I have rnade within the faculty of the University of Chicago, and 

the educational ideas which I have obtained from that institution . 

With the hie;h regard which I have for the University of Chicago 

I feel assured that the relations between the two institutions will be 

even more cordial in the future than they have been in the past . 

Very sincerely yours, 

President ~~ 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

MADISON 

s~ tember 28 , 1903 

My dear President Harper: · 

Am.011g the ma.teria.1 turned over to me I find 

that conoerning the Rhodes sohola.ral'lip. Dr. :Birge informs me the#t 

since the meeting held last spring in Chioago he has received no 

information concerning the matter, and that as yet the appointment 

of a. scholar has not been authorised so i'a.r as he knows. O:a.n you 

give me any information in reference to this point? 

Very truly yours, - . 

President w. R. Harper, 

The University of Chicago, 

Ciiicago, Ill. 
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confcrcrce. either yoursel f or throvgh n reprose~ tative of your 

.I . T .. [.)re, t J t •,_ t 110 mou c' ,;n t r. t . J. ti ....OJ. 
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. {.. ... re l o, ,' l'll ... it. to ~ to .. o yo:.. 





OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

MADISON 

November 17, 1903. 

MY dear President Harper,-

In response to your 

lett er of Noveniber 14th, I have to say that I 

shall be glad to take part in a conference with 

you and President Angell in reference to paying 

the expenses of Athletic Teams by some other 

method than gate receipts. 

Friday after:poon and Saturday following 

Thanksgiving would be a convenient time for me . 

Very 

President William R. Harper, 

University of Chicago . 
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