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OFFICB OP THE PRESIDENT 

ttbe "Ulnt\leratt\? of <tbtcago 
FOUNDED BY JOHN D, ROCKEFELLER 

CHICAGO March 24th , 1898 . 

My dear Dr . Yan Osdel :-

Your Jetter of March 9th to Dr . Hewitt 

has come into my hands . I am very sorry that you have come to take 

so pessimistic a view of the educational situation . I am entirely 

willing to agree with you t hat there is drunkenness and vice in many 

of t he institutions .. This is true ·aJso of the churches . So far as 

I know very few places exist in this wicked worJd of ours in which 

the mora1ity is what you and I wonld like to see it. The devil is 

yet at work and the onJy question is how much worse things would be 

if good men did not make every effort to improve the situation . I 

am inclined to think that the coJJeges are no worse tha n other 

places . There is gambJing and drunkenness and dancin£; and licentious-

ness everywhere . Let us Cb the best we can and heJp everybody eJse 

do the best they can and not tr~r to discourage each other . I hope 

that you are all weJ] and that Bates is prospering . 

Yours very truly , __ 
~--~:~ /- ) / / 
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