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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
HULL LABORATORY OF ANATOMY ,; 

Ch icago , Dec . 9 , 1902 

~'{/ dear Pres irl.ent Harper : -

I ha~e been watch-

ine; wi i ;h a great deal of interest the an-

i r!la.dvers ions upon t!le Uni vers i t:y in con nee-

tion with vivisection , in the daily papers . 
~-----· =--~~-w~- ~*~-· 

'P' i th such a sensational pre~s as -~~·.r e have 

and with the anti - vivisection crank omni -

present, v·re cans ce,rcely hope to avoid 

some of thl.s notoriety . I ·was e;lad to 

see nr . Keen"s sensible artj_cle distribvted 

by the Associated Press in this morning ' s 

p8.pers , Gallinger should certainly b e 

He has ·become a nuisance to 

the conn try; 1;ut there is no doubt that he 

has a ~oocl rl eal of infJ u ence in the Senate 

and mnst be constantly watched . 

'.r j_ t h reeard to tne lone: tele£-:ram which 

was sent to you yesterday, I may say that 

I nade c2 .. refnl inqHiry this mornine; Hi th 

ree~rd to the does recej_ved on Saturday , 

and find thct t t 1r.r o of therr1 are c 01nr,1o:n curs 

which cf'rtainly could not be anyone '-s pet 

does . T!le t h ird one was fon.nd by one of 

th t d + vv,ancter inr: about one of the dor-_.__e s u en~.~s , ,~ 

rrli t, or ies here and ~:vas Simply "brO'tlt;."'ttt in to 

the la~borat or.Y temporarily . It looks as 

thoue::b it mie;ht be a s or!I.e\Jliha t better dog, 

and is being held in the hor)e t !l at someone 

may miss his dog and seek it . Rvery pre-

cant ion is taken by my j ani tor in ret:a,rd to 

the reception of dogs . He will not receive 

an anhYJ.al that looks as thoue;h it were at all 

a e ood dog, and in case a dog of the better 

sot•t doeb happen to get in , it is put to 

one side and kept for some time in the hope 

that t:h.e 0\ifner may claim it . Further, it 

sh01 .. 1ld not be lost s isht of t r1at the majority 

of the dogs we use are not employed for 

vivisection at all , They a re killed out-

rie:ht and the tissues are used po:;:;t-mortem . 



/ 

Of course soFle vi vis ec t ion is done , and has to l)e done , but it is 

al,•·Iays conducted most htunanely , ancl only wheh absolutely necessary . 

Yours fait~fully , 

/ e-w-efty_y . ~/3~U/ 

To 
President 1~rr1 . R . H8.r per , 

The University of Ch ibaeo . 
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Philadelphia, Pa., 

~eb. 13th, 1900. 

My dear Dol.!t or:-

A I.!Onferenl.!e of the opponents of the Sen~te 

Bill No.34, the Antivivise~tion Bill, will be held a t the house 

of Dr. ~. c. Busey, 901 16th St.,N.W.,Washington, on the evening 

of Feb. 2Gth at 8 o•~lO~.!k, to agree upon our method of prol.!edure. 

I hope you will be able to be present. 

Yours very truly, 

QQ.~ 

President, 

Ameril.!an Med. Assol.!iation. 
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Next Annual Meeting at Atlantic City, N.J., June 5-8, l900. 

PRESIOENT - W. W. KEEN, PHILADELPHIA. 

FIRST VICE-PRES.-CHAS. A. WHEATON, ST. PAUL, MINN . 

SECOND VICE-PRES.- E. 0. FERGUSON, TRoY, N.Y. 

TREASURER-HENRY P. NEWMAN , CHICAGO . 

SECRETARY- GEORGE H. SIMMONS , CHICAGO. 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT , 

~ Feb. 1 5 th, 1900 

My dear President 1-·arper:-

I am extreme!~- sorry to learn that 

you l.!annot be present at the hea rinr; on the 21st. In lieu of 

that, therefore, will you not kindly send as strong a type-written 

statement of your views and at ns great leneth ns you l.!an find 

time for, aidressed to the Eon. Jaroos H~Millan, Chairmn.n of the 
r 

Committee on the Distri~t of Columbia? My reason i'or asking t h is 

is that o.ll s u~h ~ ornmuni l.!a ti ons are pr in ted in the rn port or· the 

Committee and the views of the President of the University of 

Chil.!aGO would have very great wei@1t. 

Yours very truly, 

President. 





PRESIOENT- W. W. KEEN, PHILADELPHIA. 

FIRST VICE-PRES.-CHAS. A. WHEATON, ST. PAUL, MINN . 
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My dear President ~arper: 

Next Annual Meeting at Atlantic City, N. }., June 5-8, l900. 

PHILADELPHIA, Feb • 10' 1900 • 

1 was extremely sorry to miss seeing you yesterday be-

cause there were several things 1 wanted to talk to you about, but 

more especially about the anti-vivise~tion matter. 1 had planned 

if possible, to have you and Presidents Angel~, E~iotj, Eadley, 

Lowf and Gilman present on the 21st of February at the hearing 

tor and against the anti-vivise~t.ion bill. 1 regard this hearing 
~ 

as the most important piv&ial point as to the progress of medi-

cine by resear~h that has o~~rrred in this ~ountry. Undoubtedly 

the friends of the bill will marshal their strongest for~es and 

we shall be at great disadvantage if we cannot show a strong front. 

I very earnestly hope that you ~an be there and take part in the 

dis~ussion on the subje~t. As soon as this bill is passed in the 

Distri~t of Columbia, the effort will be made in Illinois and 

elsewhere, nnd ever] s~hool of medi~ine will soon feel the restric~ 

tions which they desire to pla~e upon progress. 

We had a most delightful time with your ~ornmittee yester-

day and 1 learned a good deal myself beside 1 hope,imparting some 

useful information to them. 1 think that su~h inter~hanges of 
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views are most important for mutual progress. I wish we might 

have them mu~h oftener. 

Yours very truly, 

President. 

P.f>. If you can let me know by telegraph that you ~an be in 

Washington on the 21st, it waul~ be a great help to me in ar-

ranging our progre~. 

-...... 

2 a 
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THE GALLINGER ANTIVIVISECTION 
BILL 

n'll'. Gal1inger introduced the following bill in the Senate of 
the United States, Dec. 6, 1809 ( S. 34), which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee of the District of Columbia: 

A BILL FOR THE FURTHER PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

IN TIIE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Bed enacted by the Senate and Ho,u::;e of Rep'resentatives of 
the United States of Arne?'ica. in Congress assembled, That 
hereafte>r no person shall perform on a living vertebrate ani
mal any experiment calculated to give pain to such animal, 
except Hubjcct to the restrictions hereinafter prescribed. Any 
pcr:::;on performing or taking part in performing any experiment 
calculated to give pain in contravention of this Act shall be 
guilty of an offense against this Act, and shall, if it be the :first 
offense, be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred 
and fifty dollars, and if it be the second or any subsequent 
offense, shall be liable, at the discretion of the court by which 
he is tried, to a penalty not exceeding three hundred dollars, or 
to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months. 

Section 2.-That the following restrictions are imposed by 
this Act with respect to the performance on any living verte
brate animal of an experiment calculated to give pain to such 
animal ; that is to say: 

a. The experiment must be performed with a view to the 
advancement by new discovery of physiological knowledge or 
of knowledge which will be useful for saving or prolonging 
Hfe or alleviating suffering; and 

b. The experiment must be performed by a person holding 
wch license from the Commissioners of the District of Colum
bia as in this Act mentioned, or _by a duly authorized officer 
of the Government of the United States, or of the District of 
Columbia; and 
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c. The animal must, during the whole of the experiment, be 
contpletely under the influence of ether or chloroform sufficient
ly to preYent the animal from feeling pain, excepting only that 
in so-called inoculation experiments or te ts of drugs or med
icines, the animal need not be anesthetized nor killed after
ward, nor in tests of i:iurgical procedure need animals be kept 
completely anesthetized during the process of recovery from 
the surgical operation. Otherwise than this the animal must 
be kept from pain during all experiments, antl 

d. The animal must, if the pain i::; likely to continue after 
the efrect of the anesthetic has ceased, or if any serious in· 
jury has been inflicted on the animal, be killed before it re
covers from the influence of the ane::;thetic which has been ad· 
minit-~tered; and 

e. N"o experiment shall be madP upon any living creature, 
cakulated to give pain to :meh creature. in any of the public 
schools of the Distr1ct of Columbia; provided as follows, that 
is to say: 

l. Experiments may be perfornwd under the foregoing pro
visions as to the use of anesthetics by a person giving illus
trations of lectures in medical schools, hospitals, or colleges, 
on such certificate being given. as in this Act hereafter men
tioned, that the proposed cxperimenb:; are absolutely neces 'a,ry 
for the due instruction of the persons to whom such lectures 
are> given, with a view to their acquiring physiological knowl
edge or knowledge which . hall be useful to them for saving or 
prolonging life or alleviating su1fering; and 

2. The substance known a::; urari or curare sha,ll not, for 
the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be an anesthetic; and 

:3. :rotwithstanding anything in this Act contained, no ex
periment calculated to give pain shall be performed on a dog 
or cat, except upon such certificate being given, as in thi::; Act 
mentioned, stating, in addition to the statements hereinbefore 
required to be made in such certificate, that for reasons speci
fied in the certificate the object of the experiment will be 
necessarily frustrated unless it is performed on an animal 
similar in eon:titution and habits to a cat or dog, and no other 
a,nimal is available for such experiment; and an experiment 
calculated to give pain shall not be performed on any horse, 
asl>, or mul<', except on such certificate being given, as in this 
Act mentioned, that the object of the experiment will be neces· 
sarily frustra,ted unless it is performed on a horse, ass, or 
mule, and tha,t no other a,nimal is available for uch purposes; 
and 
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4. Any exhibition to the general public, whether admission 
be on payment of mone; or gratuitou::;, of experiments on liY· 
ing animals calculatE-d to gi\Te pain shall be illegaL 

Any person pt-rfonning or aiding in performing such ex
pPriment shall be deemed to be guilty of an offense against 
this Act. and shall, if it be the first ofiense, be liable to a 
peualty not exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars, and if it 
be the second or any sul.Jsequent offem;e, Hhall be liable at the 
discretion of the court by which he is tried, to a penalty not 
exceE-ding three hundred dollars, or to imprisonment not ex
ceeding six months; and any perHon publishing any notice of 
any such intended exhibition by advertisement in a news
paper, placard, or otherwise, shall be liable to <t penalty not 
exceeding ten dollars. 

A person punished for an offense under this section shall 
not for the Rame ofl"enRc be punisba,ble under any other section 
of this Act. -

SPation 3.-That the Commissioners of the District may 
inflert, aR a condition of granting any license, a proyision in 
such license that the place in which any such experiment 
is to be performed by the li'cE>nsee iR to be registered in 
sneh manner as the said Commissioners may from time to 
time by any general or special order direct: Provided, That 
every place for the performance of experiments for the pur
pose of instruction shall be approved by the said Commis
sioners, and shall be regiRtered in such manner as the said 
CommissionerR may from time to time by any general or special 
order direct. 

,'{eotion 4.-That the Commissioner" of the District, upon 
:1 pplication as hereinafter prescrib<'d, may license any person 
whom they may think qualified to hold a license to perform 
experiments under this Act: P1·o P'ided only, That a license 
shall not be granted to any person under the age of twenty
five years, nn]eRs he l.Je a graduate from a mcclieal college, 
July authorized to practice Jlledicine in the District of Co
lumbia. 

Sco·tion 5.-That the Commissioners of the District may di
rect any person performing experiment under this Act from 
time to time to make rel)orts to them of the methods employed 
and the results of such experimentR, in snch form and with 
such details as the H::tid CorumisRioners may require. 

Reation 6.-That the PreRident of the United States shall 
cause all places where experiments on living vertebrate ani
mals are carried on, in the District of Columbia, to be from 
time to time visited and inspected without previous notice for 
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the purpose of securing compliance with the provisions of this 
Act; and to that end f::.hall appoint four inspectors, who shall 
setTe witl1ont c·ompensation, and who hall have authority to 
Yi it and in pert the places aforesaid, and who shall report to 
the Presi.Jent of the United States from time to time the 
results of their observations therein, which shall be made pub
lic-by him. 

/::Jwtion 7.--That. any application for a li<.:em;c under this 
Act, and for a certiticate to be given a::; in this a<.:t mentioned 
must be sign<'cl by three physicians duly licensed to practice 
and actually engaged in practicing medicine in the District of 
Columbia, and al ·o by a professor of physiology, medicine, 
anatomy, medical juril:lprudence, materia medica, or surgery 
in the medical department of any duly established reliable 
·chool or t·ollege in the District of Columbia; Provided, That 
when any per ·on applying for a certificate under this Act is 
himself one of the pen;ons authorized to ·ign such certificate, 
the signature of f:'ome other of uch penwns snail be substituted 
for the signature of the applicant. 

A certificate under this section may be given for sudt 
tin1e or for such series of expcrinwnts as the persons signing 
the certificate may think expedient. 

A copy of any cerLificate under this section shall be for
warded by the applicant to the Comrni::;sioners of the Dis
trict, but shall not be available until one week after a copy 
has been so forwarded. 

The Commi sioners of th0 District may at any time dis
allow or suspend any certificate given under this section. 

Section 8.-That the powers 0onferred by this act of grant
ing a 1 ic0nse or giving a certi:ficat<> for the performa11ce of an • 
experiment on living animals may be exercised by an order 
in writing, under the hand of any judge of a court of record 
having criminal jurisdiction in the District, in a case where 
such judge is ati fiecl that it is essential for the purpose of 
justice in a criminal ca.::;e to make such experiment. 

From the Journal of the American Medical Association, January 13,1900 



TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION IN THE UNITED 

STATES 

r:J~he cause of humanity and of scientific progress is 
seriously menaced. Senator Gallinger has again intro~ 
duced into Congress the Bill for the "Further Prevention 
of Cruelty of Animals in the District of Columbia," 
which he hu.s so strenuously and misguidedly advocated 
in the last two Congresses. It is Senate Bill No. 34. 
Twice the Committee on the District of Columbia has, 
a]so unfortunately and misguidedly, reported the hill 
with a favorable consideration. It is speciously drawn 
to seem as if it were intended only in the interest of pre
vention of cruelty to animals, but the real object is 
twofold: 1, to prohibit vivisection and, 2, to aid the 
passage of similar bills in all the state legislatures. 

It hardly needs to be pointed out that this would 
seriously interfere with or even absolutely stop the ex
perimental work of the Bureau of Animal Industry and 
the three medical depari·ments of the Government, The 
Army, the Navy, and the Marine-Hospital Service. 'rh8 
animals themselves mighi well cry out to be saved from 
their friends. No more humane work can be done tlum 
to discover the means of the prevention of diseases which 
have ravaged our flocks and herds. All those who raise 
or own animals, such as horses, cattle, sheep, pigs, ehick
ens, etc., arc vitally interested in the preservation of 
their health and the prevention of disease. 

The inestimable yalU<~ of these scientific researches as 
to the prevention ancl eare of disease among human be-



ings it is superfluous to point out. Modern surgery and 
the antitoxin treatment of diphtheria alone would j usti
fy all the vivisection ever done. 

l~s my attention has been called officially to the in
troduction of the bill, I take the opportunity of appeal
ing to the entire profession of the country to exert it
self to the utmost to defeat this most cruel and in
human effort to promote human and animal misery and 
death and to restrict seientific research. It is of the 
utmost importance that M:ery physician who shttll read 
this appeal shall immed1'at.ely communicate espeeially 
with the senatorf! from ius state, shall also invoke the 
aid of the representatives from his or e>ther districts in 
his state, and by vigorous personal efforts shall u td in 
defeating the bill. 

It is especially requested also that all of the national, 
state and county societies, at their next meeting, take 
action looking toward the same end. If regular meet
ings are not soon to be held, special meetings should be 
called. Correspondence is invited from all those who 
can give any aid. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia consists 
of Senator ,James ~IclVIillan, Michigan, Chairman, and 
Senators J. H. Gallinger, New Hampshire; H. C. Hans
borough, North Dakota; R. Hed:field Proctor, Vermont~ / 
J. C. Pritchard, North Carolina; Lucien Baker, Kansas; ..( ·~ 
C R J4Cetware, Bhoag Igla:a€1:, 0. J. Faalkttei, West ~ ... , ~ 
'kirginis; 'J'homas S. Martin, Virginia; Wm. 1\f. Stew-£>?~; 
art, Nevada; and Richard Kenney, Delaware. Personal~·~~
letters may be addressed to them or to other senators. ~7 
Petitions should be addressed to the Senate of the~~~). 
United States. ~ ~ ~ 

W. W. KEEN, M.D. :t[{"~ J , 
President AMERICAN MEDICAL AssoCIATION.~ 

, 
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Jan. 27th, 1900 • 
PHILADELPHIA, 

University of Chi0ago, Chi0ago, 111., 

My dear Dr. f. a n?er:-

1 send you with this a 0opy of an appeal 

1 have issued to the medi0al profession 2nd also the 0ause of it; 

namely,~ senate Bill No. 34, introdn0ed re0ently by senator 

The obje~t of this Bill is twofold, as I stated in my 

appeal, You are, therefore, 0ertain to feel the effe0t of it in 

Illinois before very long if it su00eeds in Washington, You will 

see, if you read the Bill, that it is, apparen tl~,, fair on the 

surfa0e, the real obje0tions to it beinG, first, the granting of 

li~ense being entirely within the dis0retion of the non-profes-

sional 0ommissioners of the Distri~t, not always even well edu~ated 

men. Oe0ondly, the non-professional inspe0tors, who would be 

~hosen largely from the mis0alled Humane So0iety of Washington 

and woul.i, unquestionably, 0onsist, some of them, of women utterly 

opposed to research and ignorant of the value and the ~esirability 
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of \.!ertain means of re sear~h. Third, the fa\.! t that in the midst 

of an important investigation, a man may be 0alled upon to make a 

report, whi~h is to be made publi~ before he is ready for any 

publi~ statement. Beside this, there are many other minor ob-

je~tions whi\.!h will readily 00\.!ur to you in reading the Bill. 

1 am endeavoring and with a fair prospe0t of su~0ess, 

to kill the Bill in Committee. I, therefore, would be very mu\.!h 

obliged to you if you would send a protest, persoAl if you wish 

so to make it, or still better, expressed by you personally as 

the head of the Institution whi0h you represent, and in its 

name protestin~ against the Bill ann address the protest to the 

Chairman o~ the Committee on the Distri~t of Columbia, ~on. James 

M~Millan or Detroit. 

1 am promised a hearing beforethe Committee on the 

Distri\.!t of Columbia before anything is done and I shall notify 

you when the hearing will take pla0e. I feel 1 0ould hardly ask 

you to 00me so far for a purpose, whi~h in many .respe0ts is foreign 

_to your own more immediate personal interests, but it might be 

that you woultl be \.!Oming east any way about that time and \.!ould 



·-----

work this in with the other obje~ts. 1 should be under many ob

ligations to you if. you will aid me in this important work for the 

future progress of medi~ine. 

Yours very truly, 

President. 



ADDRESS 

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, 

Dear Sir:-

y~ 
FROM 

HENRY H. DONALDSON, 

PROFESSOR OF NEUROLOGY. 

Chicago,T 1ar·ch'2E5th . ,Jf::f . 

I he c e w i t ~l r ~ t n r·n ~ h s 1 ·; t t e r o f n r . 1,r..r . \7 . K e e n • T do not 

know whether you ac8 aware that hr~ is a vor:r \V81l l\.nown S1lrgeon in 

Philad~Jphia . Th8 plan for or;_;ani.zing e~~~ainst t}'A -\nti- Tivisect-Lon-

'sts,i.s,in m~· opin;on,the vccy b;st thine ~o be done . 

sL.oulu take a V8'C./ promine1:t and do•.,ecrlinhd stand . 

de f in i. t e v is w s o !! t L i s s, :;_ o j e c t . 

V"our·s ve r·y t rnl y , 



; ,-

~· 
I i 

r ., 



l{arper:-

1729 Of,q.eztnu:t~i 
J!zil cxh.elp!Jia . 

1mrch 14th, 1898. 

I would like to consult you in reference to a matter 

- which has been under discussion in medical circles for some lit-
~ 

- tle time, especially those who are interested in .raedical progress 
1\ 

in all departments for research . 

You know, I presume, of the Gallinger bill in congress 

to prohibit vivisection in the District of Coltunbia. While this 

object is not avowed in the bill,the working of it being in the 

hand~ of the society's a (·ents, to say nothing of many other pro-

visions of the bill, would mean practical abolition . In addition 

to that, the second object is to use it as a lever in every ~tate 

- legislature. 

The Antivivisectionists for years past,through their 

-various societies, have been very active in disseminating litera-

tu_re, much of which has been false,and all of it one sided . and 

through this they have succeeded to some extent in poisoning the 

public mind . 

A number of us who have been active in endeavoring to 

defeat the Gallinger bill have been corresponding in reference to 

the advisability of the formation of an "American Society for the 



Promotion of Research" . The idea is to incorporate a society with 

some such title as this with a view to disseminating knowledge of 

~the value of research and its real beneficent results . The mem-

bership, of course, would not be restricted to medical men, but the 

intention would be to enrol promient educators, clergymen, ladies, 

public ncn, etc . and to carry on an active campaign in the direc-

ticn indicated . Some of those whom we have consulted have depre-

cat ed th e movement, since they th'ink that agitation of the matter 

only would do harm. Those of us in favor of it , however, feel 

that it is already being a g itated by the Antivivisectionists and 

that the ag itation is all on one side . Hence, in view of the 

somewhat d iffering opinions, before taking ~iY steps in the w~tter 

we feel inc1ined to consult persons in whose judgment we have con-

fidence, so as to see how they would vif!Jl; it . At the meeting.s of 

the societies of specialists, the surgeons, physicians, gyr1ecolo-

gists, etc . this sp rirl.g, commencing r1ext month, we shall confer 

·- with the leading medical men of the country and finally take ac-

tion . Prof. Welch of Johns Hopkins, Bowditch of Harvard and 

others of our friends with myself would ~y glad indeed if ~ 

'~' after thir~ing over the matte~dvise us as to your own 
;, 

opinion in this matter. 

Yours very trLuy , 



/~ 

My dear Dr. Harper:-
, , ? 

I hav€ had two or thrAe copies of Anti-vivisection , 
A.. 

a publication issued in Aurora , Ill., ~specially the part which is 

de v o t e d t o y ou and t h e Ch i c tt go Un i v er s it y • I beg t o e nc lose a 

cop~r of a letter which I had occasion recent Jy --t o send to the Anti
(~ ~ ~ LA.;- (}~~) 

vi vi sec t ion S o c i et y here by w hi c h :r ou w ill s e e t h e g r ou. n d t he y 
I 

t ake , and a 1 s o t o c omm is era t e y ou , no t v er y de e p ly , b ec a us e I d o 
,.,-

not think it 1s a matter that you n e ed woory about very much in 



.th e a t acks of t he Anti-vivis e ctionists . 

Yours v er~r t rul y , 



< -1~. ( f / J ) ~ . 
T ~E U~tVE R_SITY Of C~tCf.GO. 





Til~t .;nr. to· \;hors Ji' thOS6 8\\ Jjt10tS Which r;fJ(ttt.\ro CX!·9t :u.:t-ll1tn.t.1on 
on lj.v:i.n:; f~1it.~."'\.lH &8 Ctl<' oJ: tho5..r mf31;hods A\UJt ll"OfHl'fHtr~. l~r ·v(}rk \q}th 
livins '"~l.\l11f~o 1.~ .. :tn ordHr· .Jotl.l bG lt.arn ana. to toa~h propo~l~' l"Aqu:trea 
no arf;~n'lr. .. :nt{~.1.1on.. Theso tCi~oherB a1·e a unit. 5.n t;, \lflir tt!lf"t·ovr .. :l of 
tJ1:ls J ~ ~~t~hrd f .. ;; ·onr. PlC~-l.~la for JHtrsn:\ng· thAir' s t;nd ,:S:~s,- &tt.l to as.atmG 
tJlF..t th:\~t rtl~d;hcH~ :tH c.1 i~ht .. H'" \ B(,l•;s~ -; <n· i: . :~ora1 ~s t<:'l ~rnp11p;n t.he ~ tellig
euaA of H rq,·'! li\.l'f1Cl· n\U•!b•·n · of WOr'i;h~ p~n·Rnns. 1Aff:i81P.!;ion 'htich 
WOt1ld ,,Htcl·fot•" ·\.r,tth 1.J1()1t~ frt..O \UiO o1' tilj~ m~f hod .. 0Uld bA ll. fLOSt 

seriou:; 5H:..··1 .. .ill6H:··!ouL \l_ th•)J.t .. ri .. ,)htg us X£lnt.,•tlcto·r~ ':Pl.i ~nvflst}.er,.tors. 
To n:..{(/{6 r, (~();-~pa··.trou l i.~ ~#CiHld be (.-,.S loP;iC~il. t,o tl~H·1~~.1Jtl ~~h~t hP..ct -;r: ('•tOf)

isto s~101 ld . ;o/J.tilhtH t~o 1 .. lvestjent.tG !too11t, ns1nt:. b~.()t~rif'. wh.i.ah 
are liv~ ~1lS \i r(~<i.i.U · .~1iS or t1.1a.t the JJl&Jlt. IhY~1oloe;1sts sholJJ.d Of. ~"llt1 to 
do thoii.• ;;o ·k w~tth\ .,.t ~~he in.Jnr:.r ol plfl.ntr-; t\8 to .:q'l~q,t st;ndontA ot t.he 
pllenor'lr:;~·.n. c,f. aui:m~~J. lifu to \ffOrk w •. '~hout t-'!mploy:\nc t;J..(~ liv ine Hn:i.lfl~J. 
It shcnl(l ho i.li.deJ ~~l -~t of titGSe usu :; to wtd eh i;h~ 11 ti llfl &.n:tm~J. iS~ 
puv onl~- .. ::;;;h1l tr··-~ct~io::l O~ll \n M~' ea.sR b-a OJ,AH to thn , ~"tr:i.t:i. "ism t.h~t 
th*"Y ~:. ; .. ') 1· · ·· uful 0 1· illjln·1ou5, 'l'.tl). 8 ~8 lH\1·d :Qr t h '" r.,l ()~ 'to l< how h: 
argumont ho .r t L l; ; \lV.ft.r1~o ot medi.(;inn h~ts dnJ'~nd~tJ ur,on t.h:~ tt sn c r 
livint; ·u1.~ 'lh.lr. f(),· OX!Hlr~.J.J·ltHli ani how atudy d. ont~ tr~no li:n. ~~ has rnsult
ed .tn 1 •. ::.0 h~d,t,cn"' p ·~"cd.,(}\j t:!.on of 1·~l~Jl h.nd fill ~-rW.lA f'r"'t}l•l -:-1 :isnrt.i\.f1 :,. 1d 1 rom tho 
conseq;:.o~h}n.s o l~ .llljHf"lf of ovrn•y kind~ 'J hat A.rP.;nnnnt hf\fl fbeon 
rep~~~tf <tly hr d -•r.l1 mr~dn. It is Al1h~.un-·;_lHH tn 1)~; t,h'3 T'l!Hl .In t :n-e 
l'lOlU.oal Jlr'(tftH)~~<~n RI-ll .i.n tho5r~ profos:;.:d.ons whteh ·ll"O olo~61:~r 
a~s o ei fl. t, n<l w:i. th N 0<li ~; n • T h1 H p,ro"l• r(! i t~R RAnt. R a t.: 1"1::" t':· 1 ~1 t,;. ' 
cot:1nun:t .,~i w·Li,}i! .' H }1l"OA~inont i~<,r l.iiR wide e-x.p~r1e.n<H .• br·ond rttne;e of 
kllOWln<l{)t} <· ~-~l~ ~~ . .tJ.i, t.- .J.tttt or:.Jltaot ~-i til t ~ ·tfl 'l~Acts ()t' o1~5, 11. ze<; r-1·-~:!. 
As GPP<i8eti i;o 8noh mtp}>ot·tet•a, wo havn 9<H~'tft who r1.1 ·e 
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inexpftrienoecl or outside of this tield and who having assumAd that 

thoro :i.R sotllt~thine to 'be l"'anedi.l}d ln tho work of those lnvestigato-ra 

Th0 Go leU. 11r and t. hP. ma. rt:rr 

ha.vL t}Onntad :l ~ as nothin c; ovor , .. [~ainst th~ feoling of p.:ttriotism 

or n r:te;ht, hol:t l'f .. 

mi0ht axort t .. 1em.solves fo r others. H:tatory shows that Rny amo !nt 

of :raJ..n vrtl:t b~ p.aj d f'or a nobl~r tdca, n.1.r\ that thoso who put 

pain 'first ~re dASi6natod eowards. Whath er we :tn:f.lict paln on 

As our· 

las R s nnsl 1· i ve ft. hP..n wo. ott en imagJ ne t hsm to bG, or t!'1r.n tho n,~ w!;.o 

vronld pr (·}Vc~n t t ilB ~tll tty of n.n:i.m~<.J s wj sh n r; to p 5. etur.oo them. 

I'~ 

-~· 
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f'ancy will bear oparationA wtthout almesf~hetioR am without 

nftor what appe~&r to he fH-'VGl· o opor·r:.tions rF:f.1~rn r~t oncn to 

fn :: (L\ng R1ld to plA.y w?an·e R m·:n hav :lne bonn subll'i t t.nd to t ht; same 

t i'O( t:11ont ·7o,111 ; .. eq1 i r ·) ~. lone C(l1l\"F~1Hsanoe. 

w1~o 1~C::t<1 ~ 1 5. ~1 t~1o hc.r>t m~1 ·1 ·.) 
1
as dlAtnr~uJ:nr~d 1bhroue;l1 long ox.p0r-i enoe 

1 

wnu] rl hn l.i t:; 1 t} 1 ef; ) tha:1 ... u·- 1:.5. ona.J •}~1lnn1 t.,t It ";'fOilld hG :found od 

tho t1.•"3::.nnpt5on or t11oon ·,.,:lo r¥ro c~a11od oownrds, :=-.. nd :tt vlonld a.o eopt 

H.s ti'"H0 t 11., nta tor:1 on t tJ tnt much 1 {-t:lll 1 [) .tn f1 i ~::t .;d vh 5. 1h :ln th 13 ;; G (.l 

da~rs of anr .. e:; i;h0t:ic:> is no ~ tr·no, a:1d that Whf;n :i.nflictAd thA 

pain ~.s nent,r.J.:r folt b:J •:.nir!!Rls as b:·· i;ho rnost :Ltghly o-rgR!1iznd 

of. lntr ·::tfin he~ne~,- n fict~, fln ~fh:\\;1 :1(: s nc· value w'-L0.1 ncb nrl:r 

exar1inod . 

j J 

' -~-
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.._Tan nary 17th, 1907 A> 

Dear Mr~ Judson:-

The ~llness of my stenogra::_)her 

has (telaye<l ncr respons~ to your not~ of inquiry in 

connect~on vJ.th Hr. Shortall's letter. 

I am very elad to !)Ut at your disposal the facts 

1.n the cas~ to which Mr. Short,all refers. We hav~ 

noth.Lnt; t() conceal ·~nd tile n~wspa:~)FH"'s have so en t i~ely 

misrepresent~d thA situat~on that we are glad to set 

ourselves r1.ght before the intellieent pablic.. It will 

perhaps put 1n proper perspective the specific re~lies 

to Mr" Shortall's questions if I sa:r a word or two of 

the general circumstances under which Dr. Watson's 

work is ~eine carried on. 

He is engaged tocsether with many otiler psychologists 

and biologists in atud~rin(;_:; t !lA evolut1on of intelligencP.

the .r1ost preenant of all modern biological subjects. 

H1s own special field ir-; t:hat of the mammalian m1.nd, which 

is of course most iir1JilFHliately ancestral to ln11nan in

telligence. M1nd operates ~o benef~t its possessors in 

the animal world b~r enablinE an accorn..rnodat :ton of musr :. . .tlar 

movements to be made in responsP. to sense stimul:::ttlons 

of one k1nd 8..nd another .. It is fundamentally a dev~ce by 
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which efficl.ent and h~lpful novements are marle as ~ 

consequence of such sensory excitat1on. One of the 

basal problems t:1erefore in urvV=~rstal1ding pr1mit1ve 

mental process l.s the determination of tit~ senso:r:r control. 

:Many of the newspapers have stated t:-nat Dr. 'rtat<Jon 

was interested to prove the presence of a sense of 

direct1on ln his rats~ As a m~tter of fact he ha~ 

a:!)!)arently deraonstraterl sorneth1ng of the kind, but thls 

has no connect..Lon whatever with his 'VJ.VisectJ.on work. 

Incl.d~nt.ally I may add that vivis~ct1on is very ra-rely 

necessary in our work an~rhovi and l.s ver;;r rarely en::~loyed. 

In h1s studies of the rats it becarne essentially 

certaJ.Yl that, contrary to alJ. r;oM!"lon iTilpression, the~A 

animals made the ve~J slightest us~ of the so-called 

hiGher senses. IYJ. a state of na-ture (vvh:lch 011r white 

ra t .s by th~ way . have probal)ly neY~r enj o~red, be ine an 

an1m~il llnknown, I believe, out of ca:r>t 1v~ ty) thto.y may 

be used for oreans of general orien tat .ion of sor·1e kind. 

But to make t~fle cas~ certain t!1at tile mP.ntal live~ of 

these an~nals nr~ substantially inde~~ndent of the~e 

~enses o~erat1on was necessary. No one wo~ld have 

bel~eved the conclusJ.ons otJu~rwise and the whol~ con

ce:!)tJ.on of y>rimitJ.ve rn.9.J--nmalian intelligP.nce which the 

work r;iv~s us is differer1t from t !1at previousl .. v ~ntertained 

In ])af3sing I ma,:r say that the practical val11e of 

st11d1es of this kind for psychiatry r)romises to be v~ry 
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large- espec.1ally tl.1ose forms of psychl.atry rieali!le with 

the treatment of arrested mental development . 

As regardR the operations thePlselves I ma:r say 

tfl.a t the:r were conducted under t~n.e most scruy>ulous 

condi tion.s of anaesthes~a and asepsis - a fact euaranteed 

by the alMost ~~~ediate recoveJ~r of the animals, thP.lr 

prodig~nus al)::}et,i tes and their pro11pt return to play 

w1th their coMpanlnns. 

How just Hr. :vats on's conclus1ons are can be judged 

·by anyone who w1.11 examine our ani..mals . 'rhe:r are f~ t 

and. "VJ.gorous and lively ancl no one c~n :from thP.iY" behavior 

tell wh1.ch are the normal animal~ :-1.rHi which those opera ted 

upon. The latter can do anyt'aiYlg wr1ic:h the ot:fl.ers cart 

and as a matter of fact their vital eff~ciency seems 

wholly normal. The senses of w11.ich the:r have "bP.P-n de

prived are so insignificant as to makP. no noticeat.le 

d1fference in thel..r behavior .. 

Now ::t!lf?VIer~ne Mr . Shortall's q1lest1ons more s~ecl.f1.

cally-

_fLYlaes thetl.c s are always used . 

Anaesthesia is complP,te 

Anllnal:=; wo11ld be killP-d if injured so as to 

insure painful existencP, .. r~hls does not 

h3.p:pen in o •lr V'IO rk. 

We employ ether . 

We do not use curare~ 
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T'rust.lne t1u1.t this informat~on ma:r be what you 

desJ.re aYld assu.r:u1g you of our willineness to put an~r 

ot~l'ler ir1formation at ~1r '- Shortall t R disposal, I a.:r1, 

Yours very truly, 

( Sie;ned) J";:uue~ R. Angell. 
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nepartment of _Anatomy' 

~an. 29th, 1907~ 

"President Harry :.Oratt Judson, 

Facult .. r Exchanee. 

I have rece1ved yo11r note inclos1:'1g 

a letter from Er. Short.all ab()ut t:fle matter o:f Vl.Yi-

sect10n in t }le Univers~tyo I wo,lld make the followiflg 

statement in answer to his questions on behalf of t~e 

Depa:rt1:1ent of Anatomy. 

The :majority of the animal~ used b~r the ne11artnent 

are k1lled by ch1orofori!l and uned as a source of materi .s.l 

for microscop~c A . ..Ylatomy. 

In ex:periln.ents on an~mals the anirlal is alwa:rs ~re

pared for t:ae Ollera t J.on "b~r a full dosP- of Hor!JhinP.. The 

expe:r:1ment l.s carr..~.ed out under full chlorofo:r.m or et~~v:~r 

anaesthesia. In the case of experiments thP. res11l t of 

which woulti. be suffering to the animal the animal would 

of course be k~lled at tile ter:r1inat.1on of the experiment 

ty forc1ng thA anaesthetic. We do not however makP. 

such ex~eriments. Curare is nevP.r used in th~s ~eDart

ment for i:mrno"b~lisation of experimental animalR. 

I . remaJ.n, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) R. R. Rensley. 



(atQuoq) H. g~ H6U8J~A~ 
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Confessions of a Vivisector. 

A LETTER TO THE "LoNDON MoRxi~G PosT," BY DR. GEORGE HoGGAN. 

SIR:- If the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
intends to give effect to the memorial presented to it on Monday, 
and do its utmost to put down the monstrous abuses which have 
sprung up of late years in the practice of vivisection, it will prob
ably find that the ·greatest obstacle to success lies z'n the secrecy 
with wldch such experiments are conducted; and it z's to the destruc
tion qf that secrecy that its best efforts should be directed.* So long 
as the present privacy be maintained it will be found impossible 
to convict, for the want of evidence. No student can be expected 
to come forward as a witness when he knows that he would be 
hooted from among his fellows for doing so, and any rising medical 
man would only achieve professional ruin by following a similar 
·course. The result is, that, although hundreds of such abuses 
are being constantly perpetrated among us, the public knows no 
more about them than what the distant echo reflected from some 
handbook for the laboratory affords. I venture to record a little 
of my own experience in the matter, part of which was gained as 
an assistant in the laboratory of one of the greatest living expe_ri
mental physiologists. [It was that of Claude Bernard, in Paris.] 

In that laboratory we sacrificed cbily from one to three dogs, 
besides rabbits and other animals, and after four months' exp::!ri
ence I am of opinion that not one of those experiments on ani.nals 
was justified or necessary. The idea of the good of Humanity 
was simply out of the question, and would have been laughed at; 
the great aim being to keep up with, or get altead of one's contempo
raries in science, even at the price of incalculable amount of torture 
needlessly and iniquitously inflicted on the poor animals. During 
three campaigns I have witnessed many harsh sights, but I think 
the saddest sight I ever witnessed was when ·the dogs were brought 
up from the cellar to the laboratory for sacrifice. Instead of 
appearing pleased with the change from darkness to light, they 
seemed seized with horror as soon as they smelt the air of the 
place; divining, apparently, their approaching fate. They would 
make friendly advances to each of three or four persons present, 

* Dr. George M. Gould, Editor of Pht'lade!pllia Medical Jourual, in his address before the 
~'American Medical Association," made the same criticism regarding American vivisection: 
"This brings me to what I can but conceive as a grave and profound mistake on the part ot the 
experimentalists, -tllcir secrecy." 
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and as far as eyes, ears and tail could make a mute appeal for 
mercy eloquent, they tried it in vain. Even when roughly grasped 
and thrown on the torture-trough, a low complaining whine at such 

·'treatment would be all the protest made, and i:bey would continue 
to lick the hand which bound them, till their mouths were fixed in 
the gag, and they could only flap their tails in the trough as the 
last means of exciting compassion. Often when convulsed by the 
pain of their torture this would be renewed, and they would be 
soothed instantly on receiving a few gentle pats. It was all the 
aid anu comfort I could give them, and I gav.e it often. They 
seemed to take it as an earnest of fellow-feeling that woulcl cause 
their torture to come to an end-an end only brought by death. 

Were the feelings of experimental physiologists not blunted, 
they could not long continue the practice of vivisection. They 
are always ready to repudiate any implied want of tender feeling, 
but I must say that they seldom show much pity; on the contrary, 
in practice they frequently show the reverse. Hundreds of times 
I have seen, when an animal writhed with pain and thereby 
deranged the tissues during a delicate dissection, instead of being 
soothed, it would receive a slap and an angry order to be quiet and 
behave itself. At other times, when an animal had endured great 
pain for hours without struggling or giving more than an occasional 
low whine, instead of Jetting the poor mangled wretch loose to 
crawl painfully about the place in reserve for another day's torture, 
it would receive pity so far that it would be said to have behaved 
well enough to merit death; and, as a reward, would be killed at 
once by breaking up the medulla with a needle, or" pithing," as 
this operation is called. I have often heard the professor say, 
when one side of an animal had been so mangled and the tissues 
so obscured by clotted blood that it was difficult to find the part 
searched for, "Why don't. you begin on the other side?" or" T.VIl)' 
don't you take a?Zotlterdog? What is the use of bei'ng so ecoJZomical.9" 
One of the most revolting features in the laboratory was the custom 
o( giving an animal, on which the professor bad completed his 
experiment, and which had still some life left, to the assistants to 
practice the finding of arteries, nerves, &c., in the living animal, 
<>r for performing what are called fundamental experiments upon 
it- in other words, repeating those which are recommended in 
the laboratory handbooks. 

I am inclined to look upon ancesthetics as the greatest curse to 
vivisectible animals. They alter . too much the normal cond_itions 

<>f life to give accurate results, and they are therefore little depencled 
upon. They, ind~:-·ed, pr(lve far m ore efficacious in lulli11g public 
feeling towards tlte vivisectors titan pai~t in tile vivisected. Con
nected with this there is a horrible proceeding that the public 
probably knows little about. An animal is sometimes kept quiet 
by the administration of a poison called curare, which paralyses 
voluntary motion while it heightens sensation; the animal being 
kept alive by means of artificial respiration. 

I hope that we shall soon have a government inquiry into the 
subject, in which experimental physiologists shall be only wit
nesses, not judges. Let all private ·vivisection be made criminal 
and all experit;-zents be placed under Go'vernme1lt inspectio1Z, and we 
may have the same clearing away of abuses that the Anatomy Act 
caused in similar circumstances. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

GEORGE HOGGAN, M. B. AND C. M. 
.£.] Gratwt'lle Place, Portman Square, W. 

An A1nerican Physician on Claude Bernard. 
[From Letter in "Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,'' April, 1895· 

"When I was studying medicine in Paris, it was the custom of 
a distinguished physiologist to illustrate his lectures by operations 
on dogs. Some of his dissections were not very painful, but 
others were attended with excruciating, long-con tin uecl agony ; and 
when the piteous cries of these poor brutes would interrupt his 
remarks, with a look of suppressed indignation, he would artistic. 
ally slit their windpipes, and thus prevent their. howling! Curiosity 
prompted me to inquire of the janitor, whether, after this period 
of torment, these creatures were mercifully put out of misery; and 
I ascertained that such animals as did not succumb to the immediate 
effects of their mutilations were consign'ed to a cellar, to be kept, 

. unattended and unfed, until wanted for the following lectures 
which occurred on alternate days. I never noticed the slightest 
demonstration of sympathy on their behalf, except on the part of a 
few American students. These dogs were subjected to needless 
torture, for the mere purpose of illustrating well-known and accepted 
facts, capable of being taught satisfactorily by drawings, charts and 
models. I entertain no doubt that barbarous cruelty was practised 
at that time in all the P~1risian physiological laboratories, though 
it is probable for novel and horrible exper£ments uone could rival the 
infernal £ngenu£ty of that Master-demon- CLAUDE BERNARD." 



Are Similar Gruelties Practiced at the Present Time in the 
Privacy of American Laboratories? 

Prof. Theophilus Parvin, M.D., LL.D., of" Jefferson Medical 
College," Philadelphia, in his presidential address before the 
"American Academy of Medicine," at Washington, D. C., May 
4, 189r, said: 

""While it is my belief that the majority of vivisectors pursue their work out 
of ardent love of science, or desire to benefit humanity (and I trust they care· 
fully and conscientiously aYoid inflicting needless pain), there are others who 
-~eem, seeki11g useless !.:nowledge, to be blilzd to the writhi?tg agony and deaf to 
the cry of pain of their victims, and who have been gztil!y of the most damnable 
cruelties, without the deJlztnciatiou by the public and the profession that their 
wickedJtess desr>rves and dema?tds. These criminal~· are 11ot confined to Ger· 
~or Frauce, to England or Italy, but may be {ou11d in our OW7l country." 

Dr. George l\L Gould, Editor of the PHILADELPHIA MEDICAL 
JouRNAL, in an address before the "American Academy of 
Medicine," at Atlanta, Ga., May 2, r896, said: 

"At present the greatest harm is done true science by men who cor.duct 
experiments withotit preliminary knowledge to choose, without judgment to 
carry out, without true scientific training or method,-and only in the interest 
-of vanity. • • • Dr. Klein, a physiologist, before the Royal Commission 
testified, that he had no regard at all for the sufferings of the animals he used, 
and never used amesthetics except for didactic purposes, unless necessary fot· 
his own convenience, and that he had no time for thinking what the animal 
would feel or suffer ! It may be denied, but I am certain a few American ex· 
perimenters feel the same way, and act in accordance with their feelings. But 
they are not by any means the majority; and they must not only be silenced, 
but their useless and unscientific work should be stopped. They are a disgrace 
lloth to science and httmam'ty." 

The proof of atrocious cruelty in the practice of vivisection 
both in Europe and America, rests, therefore, upon the evidence 
of physicians,- and physicians, too, of the highest standing in 
the medical profession. We cannot doubt its truth. 

THE AMERICAN HuMANE AssociATION believes that such 
cruelty should cease,- or be made a criminal offense. It de. 
mands, therefore, that all this secret torture of animals be made 
illegal, and that the whole practice o[ vivisection be placed under 
the direct supervision and control of the State. In the attain. 
ment of this end, so moderate, so reasonable, and so fair, may it 
not have your co-operation and support ? 

Published by THE A:vtEHICAN lluMA~E AssociATON, 

Price 8 cents per dozen, 40 cents per 100, 1nstage paid. 
Address; SPECIAL CoMMITTEE, P. 0. Box 215, PgovmENcE, R. I. 
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THE GREATEST OF CRUEL TIES. 

Not long since, an interesting corresponr'Jence took place be
tween a well known London physician and thf': Rev. Canon Wilber
force in regard to the cruelties of vivisection. The entire corre
spondence is too long to give in brief form, hut some extracts from 
the letters which passed between the parties will be found of inter
est. Canon Wilberforce, it will be remembered, is the son of the 
philanthropist whose name will ever be assor.iated with the abolition 
of slavery in the British colonies. 

The following paragraph is from the letter addressed to the 
Rev. Canon Wilberforce by his medical critic: 

40 WrMPOLE STREET, W., June 23, r892. 
"SrR: In the Times of to-day appears an account of the an

nual meeting of the Society for the Protection of Animals from 
Vivisection. It is there stated that in moving the adoption of the 
report you characterized vivisectors as 'human devils.' If this be 
a correct version of the words you employed,. you have placed your
self under an obligation either to substantiate or to withdraw and 
apologize for this expression." 

Some extracts from the reply of Canon Wilberforce are as 
follows: 

DEANERY, SoUTHAMPTON, June 27, r892. 
SIR: The quotation from the Times to which you refer, con

sisting of two words only, is obviously a most unfair report of an 
entire speech. I did not say, in that indiscriminate manner, that 
ALL persons who practiced vivisection were "human devils." I am 
aware that many apparently succeed in escaping moral contamina
tion from the atrocious deeds they do in the name of science, and I 
am prepared to take your word for it that persons capable of inflict
ing excruciating tortures upon helpless animals live in other respects 
"noble lives." I did say, and I emphatically reiberate it, that per
sons who are capable of doing certain deeds, which I enumerated
such, for example, as leaving a dog crucified to the torture-trough, 
kept alive by artificial respiration, in agony unspeakable through
out the long hours of the night, and sometimes from a Saturday to 
a Monday, while they themselves retired to the rest and comfort of 
their own homes, hoping to find their subject alive for further ex
periment upon their return to the laboratory-were acting as "in
human devils." I do not stand alone in the opinion. The Rev. 
Dr. Haughton (question r888, Royal Commission, r876) said: "I 
would shrink with horror from accustoming large classes of young 
men to the sight of animals under vivisection. Science 
would gain nothing and the world would have let loose upon it a 
set of young devils." 

You say that the spirit of my statement is "entirely opposed to 
the teaching of Christianity," &c. I reply that the so-called "culti-



vation of science," as it is practiced by the physiological investi
gators, "is entire! y opposed to the teaching of Christianity," is based 
upon the rankest materialism, and appeals to the lowest instincts of 
man; and, as to "the Church in which I hold a position." I thank 
God that some of its most eminent representatives have organized 
within it a league for the "total abolition of the practice of vivisec
tion." And the Bishop of Manchester, himself no tyro in science, 
preaching on behalf of this league, exposes himself to your "deep 
indignation," for he, too, stigmatizes vivisectors as men "who use 
God's dumb creatures as the subject of tortures which could only 
be called diabolical, a!J.1_wh~ _gain their knowledge by the degrada
tion of their moral character," and with these sentiments I cordially 
agree. 

Our contention is that the public has been blinded by scientific 
dust thrown into its eyes, and that multitudes are wholly unaware 
of the unspeakable and fiendish cruelties that are perpetrated in the 
name of science. 

The public is taught to believe that vivisections are rare, that 
animals subjected to them are under amesthetics, and that the dis
coveries made by the process are of infinite value. The public has 
not realized that three thousand doctors signed a memorial declar
mg that an important series of experiments could not be carried 
through while animals are under ancesthetics; that the ardi-vivi
sector, Schiff, has been honest -enotlgh to say, "It is nothing but 
hypocrisy to wish to impose on one's self and others the belief that 
the curarized animal does not feel pain." 

Let us glance at some of these so-called "experiments," and 
judge whether men endowed with ordinary sensibilities and imagi
nations could perform them without temporarily transforming them
selves into "human devils." They include baking, freez~ 
ing, burning, pouring boiling oil on living animals, saturating them 
with inflammable oil and setting them on fire, starving to death, 
larding the feet with nails, forcing broken glass into ears, intestines, 
and muscles, making incisions in the skull and twisting about a bent 
needle in the brain. 

One of these "practical physiologists," whom you estimate so 
highly, desire~ recently to ascertain whether it was possible to pour 
moulten lead mto a man's ear when drunk without causino- him to 
shriek:, For t~is. purpose he procur<:d several dogs, and the report 
says, he adrmmstered an ancesthetlc composed of a solution of 
chloral and morphine to reduce the dog to the supposed condition of 
a drunken man. In spite of this precaution, it appears that when 
the molten metal penetrated the ear of one of the animals accom
panie~ by a frizzling sound, the wretched beast struggled ~iolently, 
and hts howls were so dreadful that even the garcons du laboratoire, 
accustomed as they are to painful spectacles, were strongly af
fected." 

The second dog, though similarly an~sthetisecl, was so horribly 

tortured that it actually burst the thongs that bound it to the tor
ture trough. 

The list of Dr. Brown-Sequard and M. Chauveau's experi
ments on the spinal marrow are too terrible to describe in extenso. 
The following will serve as a sample: 

"To ascertain the excitability of the spinal marrow and the con
vulsions and pain produced by that excitability," the studies were 
made chiefly on horses and asses, who, he says, "lend themselves 
marvelously thereto by the large volume of their spinal marrow." 
1\II. Chauveau accordingly "consecrated 8o subjects to his purpose." 
"The animal," he says, "is fixed on a table. An incision is made on 
its back of from 30 to 35 centimetres ; the vertebrce are opened with 
the help of a chisel, mallet, and pincers, and the spinal marrow is 
exposed." 

Again : Fifty-one clogs had portions of the brain hemisphere 
vvashed out of the head, which had been pierced in several places. 
This was repeated four times; the mntilated creatures and their be
havior having been studied for 11wnths. l\1ost of the animals died 
at last of inflammation of the brain" (p. 415). "Interesting experi
ment" on delicately-formed little bitch: Left side of brain ex
tracted; wire pincers on the hind feet; doleful whinino- · the little 
animal began again to howl piteously; soon afterward; foamed at 
the mouth (p. 417). The same dog last operated upon on the 15th 
of October; since then blind; died on November Ioth. "The dis
sected brain resembled a lately-hoed potato field" (p. 418). Little 
bitch last operated upon on the 26th of May, and made nearly blind· 
died on the 7th of July. ' 

Do you imagine that I should consider myself under any ob
ligation to apjologize for stigmatizing the dastardly perpetrator of 
the following abomination an "inhuman devil?" 

Prof. Goltz says that it was "marvelous and astonishing" to find 
that a dog that had served for some seven experiments and whose 
hind quarters were completely paral)'Zed) and whose spinal marrow 
had been destroyed) th•e aninzal suffering besides front fatal peritoni
tis, was still capable of maternal feelings for its young. "She un
ceasingly licked the living and the dead puppy and treated the living 
puppy with the same tenderness as an uninjured dog might do."
PfhtgeY s Archives ( vol. IX, p. 564). 

I contend that the language does not exist in which it would 
be possible to be "uncharitable, unjust, and libelous" in speaking of 
such "a labor to elicit truth for truth's sake." 

For Paul Bert's reports of his disgusting experiments in am
putating the breasts of a goat and other animals, see C omptes de la 
Societe de Biologie (Paris, 1883, p. 193). 

I certainly do not envy you "the privilege of the friendship of 
practical physiologists," such as these. 

Perhaps you will say that these experiments were performed 
by foreigners, and not by the "select few in modern society that 
lead, in every sense of the word, noble lives." 



The following quotation from Mr. R. T. Reed's speech in the 
House of Commons, April 4th, 1883, refers to English experiments: 
"I will take one instance from certain experiments performed by 
Professor Rutherford, and reported in the British Medical Journal. 
I refer to the series of experiments commenced December 14th, 
1878. These experiments were 31 in number; no doubt there were 
hundreds of dogs sacrificed upon other series of experiments, but 
now I am only referring to one set beginning, as I say, on the 14th 
December, 1878. There were in this set 31 experiments, but no 
doubt many more than 31 clogs were sacrificed. All were performed 
on dogs, and the nature of them was this : The clogs were starved 
for many hours. They were then fastened down; the abdomen 
was cut open; the bile duct was dissected out and cut; a glass tube 
was tied into the bile duct and brought outside the body. The duct 
leading to the gall-bladder was then closed by a clamp, and various 
drugs were placed into the intestine at its upper part. The result 
of these e~-rperiments was simply nothing at all-I mean it led to no 
increase of knowledge whatever, and no one can be astonished at 
that, because these wretched beasts were placed in such circum
stances-their condition was so abnormal-that the ordinary and 
universally recognized effect of well-known drugs was not pro
duced. These experiments 'lCJ'ere pe1'fonned 'Without anaesthetics
the animals were experimented upon under the influence of a drug 
called 'curare.' " 

And now, sir, what "phenomena of nature upon which human 
progress depends" have been elucidated by these brutal and degrad
ing tortures? What victory over disease can your "scientific ex
perts," who you say "are alone fully qualified to form a correct 
judgment in such a matter," point to as the result of vivisection? 
Can they cure cancer, consumption, scrofula, lupus? Is it not a fact 
that the boasted discoveries of one year are the ludibrium of the 
next? 

You say "the investigators are convinced of the necessity of 
such experimentation." I reply that an increasing number of intel
ligent Englishmen, undeterred by what has been well termed (I be
lieve by the late Lord Shaftesbury) "the insolence of physiological 
science," are convinced of the iniquity, the uselessness, and the peril 
to the human race of such experimentation, and they fl.re determined 
to do their utmost to render the practice, in this country, at least, 
wholly illegal. 

I am, sir, yours faithfully, 

BASIL WILBERFORCE. 

!>rice 8 cents per dozen, 40 cents per 100 copies, postage paid. Address, r. 0. Box 215, 
Providence, R. I. 



February 12th1 1907. 

Profesaor A. P. rath rs, 

fiy dear 1 r. .."at 1e ·ra :-

Ald 4 r r~o.n B.,.nn .... t t 

tells m· t 1at t.r ..:, nn.tt~r of the dop.; pound was sent 

b k to the committee, and that he will keep me inr·o med 

aa to th liklihood of its being recalled for action 

by the Council. Herewith I return your material. 

Very truly yours, 

lL-r · J~O~ 
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~nicago, Jan. 29, 190?. 

Presicle~nt H. P. ,'Tndson, 

T n ive·rs i ty o:f ...,;hi<!ago. 

My dear Pre:s iden t Judson:-

It may J;e· a cenvan ienee to yo - :tf 

I su:m ar·ize. brie-fly tile reas0ns why we obje:ct teo an . .r anti

yfv]sectfon le-gislation and wr_y the. ordinance~ pel"''llitting dogs: 

frota the pound to 1r)e used f'or scientific· purposes should pass. 

unamende ' 

Cur positi~n is as rollows: 

(1) 'V e: deny that cr-uelties exist in vivise:e:tional 

labG>ratories.. In al . :ony expe:rience~ I have never seen any un

ne;cessar~r 1n£l:tction o:f pain by any inve.st igator. On the con

trary the nost scrupulous care is taken tc.o~ render the ope rcJ.

tions as pa:ilnless; as possrole and in the. vast majority of phy ... 

s·f.m.logi:cal expe:rime.nts the operations are entire:ly painless;, 

the an ir1al be.i:ng unde-r an anaes.the.t :fie thr~ughout the experi

~nent and dying under it at the end. 

{ 2) We maintain that if cruelties; de exist the; pre-

se-nt laws as they stand ror the· preve ntion of crue.lty to a.r:!i

mals Ql'S.. aufficient to punish anyone gull t~r o:r such cruel t :tesj 

at an./ rate no attempt has been :made to prove. the_ inef.ficienc7 

of e:Xisting laws. 

(3) T:he objectfon to· vivise~ction comes almost entir~_,_ 

ly from people who have· no knowledge or the· actual eonditions 
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H.P.J. - 2. 

they pretend to de·scril)e and they make no endeavor to inform 

thernselves of the· conditions actually existing. They see:k not 

] imitation but absolute proh:ilbi'tion of all experime-nts on ani-

mals f'or· seie·nt if'ic or teac::hi.ng purposes·, 

( 4) Man has eve roy lllo ral right to utilize animals f'o r 

h is own purpose·s . He does, not l:.eai tate~ to p.c1-
1 
~ , place 

in captivity and othe.·rwfse fnte,rfe.r& with the. happiness of all 

sorts of animals , He. kills them for f'ood and clothing; he · 

mutilates the:rn to increase t'b..e fr use:ful!'less to hfm; he hunts 

them and kills them :f0r his plea sur-e. The use o:f animals for 

the" p'tlrpose of advancing knowledge· is the· use· which has the· 

hjjghest motive· and: justification and which interfere'S V'ri th the· 

happiness of t h e fewest animals. It is tLe use also whic::~ en

ables us of"te·n to alleviate· pain in the animals themselvea . 

The· content ion that th:iis particular use of animals s.hould be 

abol isned while all ther uses· are permitteu -i.s absurd . 

{ 5) ~he ad ranee- or knowledge in medicine,. surgery and 

phys:folo6ry has been almost e·nt irely owfng to· vivisectional ex-

perirnents; and I could tire you with examples illustrating and 

pr·ovincr this fact. It is i-bJ1'Hl rance: which permits anyone to 

maintain t:te contrary . 

( 6) The- dog is the: an iinal best fit ted by his· size, 

die:t and physiology for· most p:L-.:.ys:i!ologic:al experiments. He is 

almost the· onl:r available mauuual . rle have ereat difficulty in 

ge:tt ing dogs in sufficient numlbers ar1d if we buy from rne·n 

r.r·ingfng do.c~~s to the laboratory we constantly rnn the risk)) in 
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E.P.J. - 3. 

t};pite; or ever:r pre'c~aution, of" buying and using pet animals. 

Th~ dogs in th~ potmd ar~ nearl: all st~aet curs without own-

ers. rl'he .. • are' all condemned to death. If we could have the: 

use of tl2.ese dogs we' sh<r>uld be sure' of having only animals 
~ 

which ar·e, lep;ally dead t-e 13 e5in 'VV'i til.. Vle should be able to 

carl"y on important investigations without difficulty in sur-

gery, physiiology and e perimental therapeutics,: and the effi-

ciency of the· training o:f physicians would be Ereatly increas-

ed since: in these· animals the e·mbryo doctor can actually see 

the· l)e.ating heart and accur-ately observe the~ workings of the: 

organs of tne body; and obtain that skill :in surg ··c.a.l tech-

. n ique \Vhic:r.:. he · must otherwise obtain by expe·rirnent ing on hUlt.lan 

beings. · The dogs will be kept here· in sanitary and co.ml-.orta-

ble quarters and the· vas:t maj.<Or"ity of them will suffer no pain 

and die . as painless a death J as that they would }!_ave had at 

the' Pound. 

Ver-y re'spe.ctfully yours ,1 
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13th, 1907. 

Fay T'n.o .. 1as, 

:of th... 11 t: ills t. 

s ·c-:.iv and I 1ev~ r 

at a Prof 1or .Angell nu. pro!'e·sso 

bas-in o! a. eontro .rsa.ry on the subject .. 

is possiblv to conduct a debat to 

Of course 1 

t .. t, but I 

am satisrie that our scientific rnen ar- doing their 

duty in the ay or scienti~ic investigation and are doing 

it, under all the cireumstanc...,s, mercifully and are ae king 

important scientific ends .. I do not think it is 'orth 

whil also to consider · hether Pr.o~essor Angel h~ 

ttjuggled w" th the truth". R is i capabl of ;;1nything 

or the sort. I think th- t I ful.ly appreciate yo r 

point o£ view and hava the highest re~pect for thev . 

symp thy hich a.ni.ma.t·es ours lf and others connected 
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with the eause of rravent ing cruelty to ani .. ·m.ls. I 

do not tail per-sonally to s11are in that SYln)a.th,.r.. I 

am v- ry rood of dumb a.niJcd1J.lS a 11d '!~ould ot "10 ingly: 

tolerate any abuse of tner:.. . At the sam~ t i~e ~ I a.u 

bound to fe..,l t .. 'la t sci~nce is doing vast thine;s fer 

llumani .l ~ a .&;. 1at .t Cl nethods an the ha.nde of hig.n minded 

m nmuat not be so int .... r:ter.d wit as top event t he 

a .t -a iru ont of i t s gr ~at obj -cts .. 

Very t 1ly yours, 

H. ~! Judso~ 
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My ~ear 1\lr. Judson: 

FRANK BILLING S 

~~~U~B~~~~
-. .. -P~ e~»1i4il.Jil~.-BO:u~;g, 

C IUCA.GO 

v 

October 26, 1922. 

The letter from Dr. Keen which I am returning herewith, 
makes a suggestion with which I hope you will comply. If you will write 
a statement indicating your opinion of the value of animal experimentation 

I , 

to science and to mankind for publication in the Leaflet mentioned by Dr. Keen, 
it will do much to strengthen the forces which are canbatting the evil influe·nces 
of the antivivisectionists in t 'lis country. 

In Colorado and in Ualifornia ~ antivivisectionists have 
proposed vicious measures to be voted on at the o omin election. All good 
people interested in the welfare of the plililic and in science are fighting the 
adoption of these measures in the states mentioned. Should the antivivisectionists 
win out in any one state I fear other states waul d follow and as a result research 
and other means of scientific advancement would be seriously handicapped in this 
country. 

Of course, Dr. Keen desires a statement from you as expressing 
the attitude of the University of 0hicago in regard to this sUbject. 

:7i th kind r ege:.rds, 

Believe me 

3ncl. 

Mr. Harry Pratt Judson, 
Dffice of the President, 
The University of vhicago, Uhicago. 

Sincerely yours, 
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WILL VOTE ON VIVISECTIOX 
IN COLORADO AND CALIFORNIA 

Remarkable Ballot at November Poll in 
the West-Pennsylvania Women's 

Stand Is Quoted 
'o tlte EMito1· of tlte Publir Lcdycr: 
Sir-"·hat uoN~ the public at lar:.;P know 

of animal experimentation nntl rPf.:earc·h, 
known in other words as vivi:-:Pction '! •ro 
moHt peovle, women espPdally. tlu• thought 
of.~·au!'ing pain to any n1an or lmY('r nnimal 
is distnRteful. Hut 'vhat doe,~ an.'· l:\rmun 
know aiJont it Y\lwn sueh f'Xperimentdion is 
earried out '(•ientifi<'nll:-·'t 

In ('olor:H o nnd California the anti -viYi
RectioJJiHtH hnn~ initiated hillH to abolish 
animal experimentation. "\t the ~o\•embPr 
elections in tho~e States ihe proposal will 
be 11ecided by popular yolc. Dr. ,Y. R. 
Hnd"en has emn~l again from England to 
denounce in the~-;P ". f'stern State~'! a.ml el~
"·here the u:-;e of ~he experiuwntal method 
in Rolving medieal problemR. 

To mr mind it seem~ nonsen:-;ieal to put 
~uch questions to u votf' of the pf'ople, as 
th~y only ean be guided hy 11rejudke and 
not knowledge. 

La!';t week I learned that Dr. "·· '"· 
, Keen, of PhilndPlphia. would address the 
State l<'e1leration of Penn:-;ylvnnia \Vomen 
at Heading. so I attended the sel>sion. D1·. 
Keen told of experimental researeh <tiHl the 
value to unimnll-l and men; e~pecially did he 
1-\tre ·s the red1wtion of maternal mortality. 
showing tho...t human lif!' had been savPd 
by that of the ;ulima!. The delegates, rf•tl· 
re~enting 60.000 women of Pennsylvani<!. 
listenerl attentivPly, ami by a votf' of about 
HOO ~·ens to a ff'w nays adovted the fol
lowing. whic·h .-:hould be broadeai"terl i11 
Colora1lo and California at onee, al' little 
time is to spal'e befor~ the balloting on 
Xovember 7 next. The Pennsylvania women 
declared:· • 

"Then•as, It has been d~nonstmteu eon
elusively that the• health and happi
neHs of hundreds of thousands of animals 
and of many millions of human beings 
hnYe been promoted and their lives pro
longed ·by the application of kno·wledge 
obtnined through PcientHic experiments ou 
animnl's: and, 

"·herNls. TlH•se l'esearcheR are confer
riug- a \YondE:'rfut boon upon the starying 
nntions by r>ow<tantlr ::ulding grf:'atly to the 
food :-;upply of the 'vorld; therPfore, be it 

Resolvf'd, That the Htute Federation of 
Pennsylvanin "~omen, assembled in annual 
~eneral convention in the C'ity of 
Heading, Pennsylvania, on the 12th tluy 
of October, 1922, hereby put on 
reror<l thf:'ir gratitude to medical HdPnce 
for past di:-;eove1·ies so profoundly bPneli
cial to human beings and to nnirnnl~. und 
we believe thu t such beneficent researehes 
shoul1l be continued and eiH·oura~ed. 

As to propag:mda broad.rnstf'd in ('olorndo 
ant! ( 'alifol'nia by De. Had\\'en. the llledica1 
men of those Stat('s should bP prompt in 
refuting. But the idea of illtf'lligf'nt people 
attempting to tlechn·e by ballot whether 
::-cientific ref:il'arch should continue o1· bf' 
praf'tieed in thtc'ir midst Reems such utter 
folly in this enlightened age. 'Vhrn the)· 
read how the \\omen of the Keystone Stu te 
stand on the ~'>U bject hundreds will no doubt 
alter their mindR. WO~IA~ MEDICU~. 

Philade]Jihin. 0f'tober lG, 1922. 
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Dr. Harr.y rratt Judson. 
University of Chicago, 

CHICAG-O, Ill. 

My dear Dr. Judson:-

PHILADELPHIA 

october 21, 1922. 

I have received recently a lette from Frances 

Tondorf, who is Professor of Lhysiology in Georgetown 

University, ·J'ashington, D. c., a Catholic institution. 

Re has three strong letters in a J robation of medical 

research by animal exleriQentati on, from Archbishop Cur-

ley, the successor of Cardinal Gibbons, from Cardinal 

O'Connell, of Boston, and a. very strong one :frcm Cardi-

nal Dougherty, of . hila.delp ia, whic:t I obtained for 

him. 

He wants to ublish in a little leaflet a num-

ber of such letters endorsing research, that vill not 

be all from the Catholic church. I have therefore writ-

ten to several of my pvrsonal friends, asking them if 

they 1ould be willing to write such a letter. lf :zou 

~ feel disposed to aid the cause of research in this 

way, I shall be very much obliged. 

I wn enclosing a re >ort of the meeting of the 

state Federati )n of .Pennsylvania .. Jo en, held at s eading. 

The Antivivisectionists vore very busy vith their prop

aganda and hoped to catch tho vote of the Convention. 

By no means 1~olly due to my speech, but due in some 
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PHILADELPHIA 

measure to it, t he Convention, consisting of over six hun

dred women, who r epresented sixty thousand women in all, 

voted the resolution that you observe is embodied in the 

~ ublished letter, by a vote of over six hundred affirma

tives to about six in the negative. 

In California and in Colorado, strin ent laws, 

prohibiting all experiments of ev ry kind on animals, are 

to be voted on by the people next month. 11t~ery such a.c-

tion. as that. of the women of Pennsylvania, and such let-

ters as I hope we shall be able to publish, ~fill help to 

form public opinion. It ~ill be a real disaster for any 

one state to ass such laws, because it vill react on all 

the other states and on Cnngress. 

Yours very truly, 

.&no. 
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